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TO 

WILLIAM JAY, 

or 
BEDFORD, WESTCHESTER, 

ESQUIRE. 

My Dear Jay, 

An unbroken intimacy of four-and-twenty years may juflify 
the prefent ufc of your name. A man of readier wit than myfeli 
might, on fuch a fubject, find an opportunity of faying (bmething 
ckver, concerning the exalted fervices of your father. No weak 
teliimony of mine, however, can add to a fame that belongs 
already to pofterity; and one like myfelf, who has ib long known 
the merits, and has Co often experienced the friendfhip, of the 
(on, can find even better reafbns for offering thefe Legends to 
your notice. 

Very truly and conftantly. 
Yours, 

THE AUTHOR. 
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PREFACE. 



TuK mannei in which the author became possessed 
^f the private incidents, the characters, and the descrip- 
tions contained in these tales, will, most probably, ever 
remain a secret between himself and his publisher. 
That the leading events are true, he presumes it is un- 
necessary to assert ; for should inherent testimony, to 
prove tliat important point, be wanting, he is conscious 
that no anonymous declaration can establish its credi- 
bility. 

But while he shrinks from directly yielding his au- 
thorities, the author has no hesitation in furnishing all 
the negative testimony in his power. 

In the first place, then, he solemnly declares that 
no unknown man, or woman, has ever died in his 
vicinity, of whose effects he has become the possessor, 
by either fair means or foul. Ko dark-looking stran- 
ger, of a morbid temperament, and of inflexible silence, 
has ever transmitted to him a single page of illegible 
manuscript. INTor has any landlord furnished him with 
materials to be worked up into a book, in order that 
the profits might go to discharge the arrearages of a 
certain consumptive lodger, who made his exit so un- 
ceremoniously as to leave tlie last item in his account, 
his funeral chai'ges. 
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He is indebted to no garrulous tale-teller for beguil- 
ing the long winter evenings; in ghosts he has no 
faith ; he never had a vision in his life ; and he sleeps 
too soundly to dream. 

He is constrained to add, that in no "puff," "squib," 
"notice," "article," or "review," whether in daily, 
weekly, monthly, or quarterly publication, has he been 
able to find a single hint that his humble powers could 
improve. No one regrets this fatality more than him- 
self; for these writers generally bring a weight of 
imagination to their several tasks, that, properly im- 
proved, might secure the immortality o( any book, by 
rendering it unintelligible. 

He boldly asserts, that he has derived no informa- 
tion from any of the learned societies — and without 
fear of contradiction ; for why should one so obscure 
be the exclusive object of their favors I 

Notwithstanding he occasionally is seen in that eru- 
dite and abstemious association, the " Bread-and-Cheese 
Lunch," where he is elbowed by lawyers, doctors, ju- 
rists, poets, painters, editors, congressmen, and authors 
of every shade and qualification, whiether metaphysi- 
cal, scientific, or imaginative, he avers that he esteems 
the lore which is there culled, as far too sacred to bo 
used in any work less dignified than actual history. 

Of* the colleges it is necessary to speak with rever- 
ence; though truth possesses claims even superior to 
gratitude. He shall dispose of them by simply saying, 
that they are entirely innocent of all his blunders ; the 
little they bestowed having long since been forgotten. 

He ha& stolen no imaged from the deep, natural po- 
etry of Bryant ; no pungency from the wit of Halleck ; 
no felicity of expression from the richness of Percival ; 
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no satire from the caustic pen of Paulding ; no periods 
nor hnmor fh)m Irving; nor any high finish from the 
attainments exhibited by Verplanck. 

At the " soirfies" and " coteries des bas blens" he did 
think he had obtained a prize, in the dandies of litera- 
ture who haunt them. But experience and analysis 
detected his error ; as they proved these worthies unfit 
for any better purpose than that which their own in- 
stinct had already dictated. 

He has made no impious attempt to rob Joe Miller 
of his jokes ; the sentimentalists of their pathos ; or tlie 
newspaper Homers of their lofty inspirations. 

His presumption has not even imagined the vivacity 
of the Eastern States ; he has not analyzed the homo- 
geneous character of the Middle ; and he has left the 
South in the undisturbed possession of all their saturnine 
wit. 

In short, he has pilfered from no black-letter book, 
or sixpenny pamphlet ; his grandmother unnaturally re- 
fdsed her assistance to his labors ; and, to speak affirm- 
atively, for once, he wishes to live in peace, and hopes 
to die in the fear of God. 



INTRODUCTION. 



In Uiis tale there are <»ie or two slight anachroniBms ; 
wlucb, if nimoticed, might, with literal readers, draw 
Bome DDpleaBitDt impatatioDS on its Teracity. They 
relate rather to persons than to tilings. As they are 
believed to be qnit« in character, connected with cir- 
cnmstances mnch more probable than facts, and to 
poaaeBs all the harmony of poetic coloring, the anthor 
is utterly unable to discover the reason why they are 
aot true. 

He leaves the knotty point to the instinctive sagacity 
of the critics. 

The matter of this " Legend" may be pretty equally 
divided into that which is publicly, and that which is 
privately certain. For the authorities of the latter, the 
autJior refers to the foregoing preface ; bnt he cannot 
dispose of the sources whence he has derived the for- 
mer, with BO httle ceremony. 

The good people of Boston are aware of the credita- 
ble appearance they make in the early annals of the 
confederation, and they neglect no commendable means 
to perpetuate the glories of their ancestors. In conse- 



laTKODnoTi'jir. 



quence, the ingiiirj after historical factb is answered, 
there, by an exhibition of local pablications, that no 
other town in the Union can eqnaL Of these means 
the author has endeavored to avwl himself; collating 
with care, and selecting, as he trusts, witb some of that 
knowledge of men and tilings which is necessary to 
present a faithful picture. 

Wherever he may have failed, he has done it hon- 
estly. 

He will not tafee leave of the " Cradle of Liberty" 
without espreesiug bis thanks for the facilities which 
bare been so &eely accorded to bis undertaking. It 
he has not been visited by aerial beings, and those faii 
visions that.poets brat love to create, be is certain be 
will not be misconceived when he says that he has 
been honored hj the notice of some reaemblinf^ those 
who first inspired their &ncies. 
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CHAPTER I. 



My weary soul they seem to soothe, * 

And, Bedolent of joy and youth, 

To breathe a second spring. Obat. 

!No American can be ignorant of the principal events that 
iLduced the Parliament of Great Britair, in 1774, to lay those 
impolitic restrictions on the port of Boston which so effectually 
destroyed the trade of the chief town in her western colonies. 
Nor should it be imknown to any American, how nobly, and 
with what devotedness to the great principles of the controrersy, 
the inhabitants of the adjacent town of Salem refused to profit 
by the situation of their neighbors and fellow-subjects. In 
consequence of these impolitic measures of the English govern- 
ment, and of the laudable unanimity among the capitalists ci 
the times, it became a rare sight to see the canvas of any other 
vessels than such as wore the pennants of the king, whitening 
Hhe forsaken waters of Massachusetts Bay. 

Towards the decline of a day in April, 1776, however, the eyes 
of hundreds had been fiastened on a distant sail, which was seen 
rising from the bosom of the waves, makmg her way along the 
forbidden track, and steering directiy for the mouth of the pro- 
scribed haveji. With that deep solicitude in passing events 
which marked the period, a large group of spectators was col- 
lected on Beacon Hill, spreading from its conical summit £sir 
down the eastern declivity, all gaang intentiy on the object of 
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their common interest. In so large an assemblage, however, 
there were those who were excited by very different feelings, 
and indulging in wishes directly opposite to each other. While 
the decent, grave, but wary citizen was endeavcring to conceal 
the bitterness of the sensations which soured his mind, under 
the appearance of a cold indifference, a few gay young men 
who mingled in the throng, bearing about their persons the trap- 
pings of their martial profession, were loud in their exultations, 
and hearty in their congratulations on the prospect of hearing 
from their distant homes and absent friends. But the loug, 
loud rolls of the drums, ascending on the evening air, from the 
adjacent common, soon called these idle spectators, in a body, 
from the spot, when the hill was left to the quiet possession of 
those who claimed the strongest right to its enjoyment It was 
not, however, a period for open and unreserved communications. 
Long before the mists of evening had succeeded the shadows 
thrown from the setting sun, the hill was entirely deserted ; the 
remainder of the spectators having descended from the emi- 
nence, and held their several courses, singly, silent, and thought- 
ful, towards the rows of dusky roofe that covered the lowland, 
along the eastern side of the peninsula. Notwithstanding* this 
appearance of apathy, rumor — ^which, in times of great excite* 
ment^ ever finds means to convey its whisperings, when it dare 
not bruit its information aloud — was busy in circulating the un- 
welcome intelligence, that the stranger was the first of a fleet, 
bringing stores and reinforcements to an army already too numer- 
ous, and too confident of its power, to respect the law. No 
tumult or noise succeeded this unpleasant annunciation, but the 
doors of the houses were sullenly closed, and the windows dark- 
ened, as if the people intended to express their dissatisfaction, 
alone, by these silent testimonials of their disgust 

In tbe mean time the ship had gained the rocjky entrance to 
the harbor, where, deserted by the breeze, and met by an ad- 
verse tide, she lay inactive, as if conscious of the unwelcome 
reception she must receive. The fears of the inhabitants of 
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Boston had, however, exaggerated the danger f for ihe veBsel, 
instead of exhibiting the confused and disorderly throng of licen- 
tious soldiery which would have crowded a transport, was but 
thinly peopled, and her orderly decks were cleared of every in- 
cumbrance that could interfere with the comfort of those she 
did contain. There was an appearance in the arrangements of 
iicr external acconmiodations which would have indicated to an 
observant eye that she carried those who claimed the rank or 
possessed the means of making others contribute largely to their 
comforts. The few seamen who navigated the ship lay extended 
on different portions of the vessel, watching the lazy sails as 
they flapped against the masts, or indolently bending their looks 
on the placid waters of the bay ; while several menials, in livery, 
crowded around a young man who was putting his eager inqui- 
ries to the pilot, that had just boarded the vessel off the Graves. 
The dress of this youth was studiously neat, and from the ex- 
cessive pains bestowed on its adjustment^ it was obviously 
deemed, by its wearer, to be in the height of the prevailing cus* 
toms. From the place where this inquisitive party stood, nigh 
the main-mast, a wide sweep of the quarter-deck was unten- 
anted ; but nearer to the spot where the listless seaman hung 
idly over the tiller of the ship, stood a being of altogether dif- 
ferent mould and fiishion. He was a man who would have 
seemed in the very extremity of age, had not his quick, vigorous 
si/cps, and the glowing, rapid glances from his eyes, as he occa- 
sionally paced the deck^ appeared to deny the usual indications 
of many years. His form was bowed, and attenuated nearly to 
emaciation. His hair, which fluttered a little wildly around hi 
temples, was thin, and silvered to the whiteness of at least eighty 
winters. Deep furrows, like the lines of great age and long en- 
dured cares united, wrinkled his hollow cheeks, and rendered 
the bold haughty outline of his prominent features still more re- 
markable. Ho was dad in a simple and somewhat tarnished 
suit of modest gray, which bore about it the ill-concealed marks 
of long and neglected use. Whenever he turned his piercing 
81 
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fook from tho shores, he moved swiftly aloog the deserted 
quarter-deck, and seemed entirely engrossed with the force of 
his own .thoughts, his lips moving rapidly, though no sounds 
were heard to issue from a mouth habitually silent. He was 
under the influence of one of those sudden impulses in which 
the body, apparently, sympathized so keenly with the restless 
activity of the mind, when a young man ascended from the 
cabin, and took his stand among the interested and exdted 
gazers at the land, on the upper deck. The age of this gentle- 
man might have been five-and-twenty. He wore a military 
cloak, thrown carel<e8sly across his form, which, in addition to 
such parts of his dress as were visible through its open folds, 
sufficiently announced that his profession was that of arm& 
There was an air of ease and high fashion gleaming about his 
person, though his speaking countenance at times seemed mel- 
ancholy, if not sad. On gaining the deck, this young officer, 
encountering the eyes of the aged and restless being who trod 
its planks, bowed courteously before he turned away to the 
view, and in his turn became deeply absorbed in studying its 
foding beauties. 

The rounded heights of Dorchester were radiant with the 
rays of the luminary that had just sunk behind their crest, and 
streaks of paler light were playing along the waters, and gilding 
the green summits of the islands which clustered across the 
mouth of the estuary. Far. in the distance were to be seen the 
tall spires of the churches, rising out of the deep shadows of the 
town, with their vanes glittering in the sunbeams, while a few 
rays of strong light were dancing about the black beacon, which 
reared itself high above the conical peak, that took its name 
from the circumstance of supporting this instrument of alarms. 
Several large vessels were anchored among the islands and be- 
fore the town, their dark hulls at each moment becoming less 
distinct through the haze of evening, while the summits of their 
long lines of masts were yet glowing with the marks of day. 
From eacn of these sullen ships, from the low fortification whidb 
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ro6e above a small island deep in the bay, and from various 
elevations in the town itself the broad silky folds of the flag of 
England were yet waving in the currents of the passing air. 
The young man was suddenly arotssed from gazing at this 
scene by the quick reports of the evening guns, and while his 
eyes were yet tracing the descent of the proud symbols of the 
British power from their rei^etive places of display, he felt his 
arm convulsively pressed by the hand of his aged fellow pas- 
senger. 

" Will the day ever amve,'' sidd a low, hollow voice at his 
elbow, ^ when those flags shall be lowered, never to rise again 
in this hemisphere ?" 

The young soldier turned his quick eyes to the countenance 
of the speaker, but bent them instantly in embarrassment on 
the deck, to avoid the keen, searching glance he encountered in 
the looks of the other. A long, and, on the part of the young 
man, a painful silence, succeeded this remark. At length the 
youth, pointing td the land, said — > 

"• Tell me, you who are of Boston, and must have known it so 
long, the names of all these beautiful places I see." 

^ And ave you not of Boston, too f '* asked his old companion. 

^ Certainly, by birth, but an Ehiglishman by habit and educa- 
tion." 

^ Accursed be the habits, and neglected the education, which 
would teach a child to forget its pa^ntage !" muttered the old 
man, turning suddenly, and walking away so rapidly as to be 
soon lost in the forward parts of the ship. 

For several minutes longer the youth stood absorbed in his 
own musings, when^ as if recollecting his previous purposes, he 
called aloud — ^ Meriton I" 

At the sounds of his voice the curious group around the pilot 
instantly separated, and the highly ornamented youth^ before 
mentioned, approached the officer with a manner in which pert 
fisimili^rity and fearful respect were peculiarly blended. With- 
out regarding the air of the other, however, or indeed without 
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e\ea favoring him with a glance, the young soldier eoc 
tinued-^ 

"I desired you to detain the boat which boarded ua, in 
order to convey me to the town, Mr. Meriton; see if it be in 
readiness.'' 

The valet flew to execute this commission, and in an install 
returned with a reply in the affirmative. 

" But, sir," he continued, " you will never think of going in 
that boat, I feel very much assured, sir." 

^' Your assurance, Mr. Meriton, is not the least of your re- 
commendations ; why should I not ?" 

*^ That disagreeable old stranger has taken possession of it, 
with his mean, filthy bundle of rags ; and — ^" 

'^ And what ? you must name a greater evil, to detain me 
here, than mentioning the fact that the only gentleman in the 
ship is to be my companion." 

^ Lord, sir I" said Menton,. glancing his eye upward in amaze- 
ment : " but, sir, surely you know best as to gentility of be- 
havior ; but as to gentility of dress — ^ 

^ Enough of this," interrupted his master, a little angrily ; 
^ the company is such as I am content with : if you find it un- 
equal to your deserts, you have my permission to remain in the 
ship until the morning — the presence of a coxcomb is by no 
means necessary to my comfort for one night" 

Without regarding the mortification of his disconcerted yalet, 
the young man passed along the deck to the place where the 
boat was in waiting. By the general movement among the in- 
dolent menials, and the profound respect with which he wap 
attended by the master of the ship to the gangway, it was 
sufficiently apparent, that, notwithstanding his youth, it was this 
gentleman whose presence had exacted those arrangements in 
the ship, which have been mentioned. While all around him, 
however, were busy in facilitating the entrance of the officer 
into the boat, the aged stranger occupied its principal seat, with* 
an air of deep abstraction, if not of cool indifierence. A hini 
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from the pliant Meriion, who had yentured to follow his maftter, 
that it would be more agreeable if he would relinquish his 
place, was disregarded, and the youth took a seat hj the side 
of the old man, with a simplicity of manner that his valet in- 
wardly pronounced abundantly degrading. As if this humilia- 
tion were not sufficient, the young man, perceiving that a general 
pause had succeeded his own entrance, turned to his companion, 
and courteously inquired if he were ready to proceed* A silent 
wave of the hand was the reply, when the boat shot away from the 
vessel, leaving the ship steering for an anchorage in Nantasket 
The measured dash of the oars was uninterrupted by any 
voice, while, stemming the tide, they pulled laboriously up 
among the islands; but by the time they had reached the 
castle, the twilight had melted into the softer beams from a 
young moon, and the surrounding objects becoming more dis- 
tinct, the stranger commenced talking with that quick and 
startling vehemence which seemed his natural manner. He 
spoke of the localities with the vehemence and fondness of an 
enthusiast, and with the famiUarity of one who had long known 
their beauties. His rapid utterance, however, ceased as they 
approached the naked wharves, and he sunk back gloomily in 
the boat, as if unwilling to trust his voice on the subject of his 
country's wrongs. Thus left to his own thoughts, the youth 
gazed, with eager interest at the long ranges of buildings, which 
were now clearly viable to the eye, though with softer colors 
and more gloomy shadows. A few neglected and dismantled 
ships were lying at different points ; but the hum of business, 
the forests of masts, and the rattling of wheels, which at that 
early hour should have distinguished the great mart of the 
colonies, were wanting. In their places were to be heard, at in* 
tervals, the sudden bursts of distant, martial music, the riotous 
merriment of the soldiery who frequented the taverns at the 
water's edge, or the sullen challenges of tile sentinels from the 
vessels of war, as they vexed the progress of the few boats which 
the inhabitants still used in their ordinary pursuits* 
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*^ Here, indeed, is a change P ihe young officer exclaimed, ai 
they glided swiftly along tMs desolate scene ; " even my recol- 
lections, young and fading as they are, recall the difference.'' 

The stranger made no reply, but a smile of singular meaning 
gleamed across his wan features, imparting, by the moonlight, 
to their remarkable expression, a character of additional wild- 
ness. The officer was again silent, nor did either speak until 
the boat, having shot by the end of the long wharf, across whose 
naked boundaries a sentinel was pacing his measured path, in- 
clined more to the shore, and soon reached the place of its 
destination. 

Whatever might have been the respective feelings of the two 
passengers, at having thus reached in safety the object of their 
tiresome and protracted voyage, they were not expressed in lan- 
guage. The old man bared his silver locks, and, concealing his 
face with his hat, stood as if in deep mental thanks^ving at 
the tenmnation of his toil, while his more youthful companion 
trod the wharf on which they landed with the air of a man whose 
emotions were too engrossing for the ordinaiy use of words. 

"Here we must part^ sir," the officer at length said ; " but I 
trust the acquaintance, which has been thus accidentally formed 
between us, is not to be forgotten now there is an end to our 
common privations." 

" It is not in the power of a man whose days, like mine, are 
numbered," returned the stran^r, ^ to mock the liberality of 
his God, by any vain promises that must depend on time for 
their fulfilment. I am one, young gentleman, who has returned 
iTom a sad, sad pilgrimage, in the other hemisphere, to lay his 
bones in this, his native land; but should many hours be granted 
me, you will hear farther of the man whom your courtesy and 
kindness have so greatly obliged." 

The officer was sensibly affected by the softened but solemn 
manner of his companion, and pressed his wasted hand fervently 
Hb he answered — 

" Do ; I ask it as a singular &vor : I know not why, but yor 
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have obtained a command of my feelings that no other being 
ever jet possessed ; and yet — 'tis a mystery, 'tis like a dream ; 
I feel that I not only venerate, but love you I" 

The old man stepped back, and held the youth at the length 
of his arm for a moment, while he fastened on him a look of 
glowbg interest, and then, raising his hand slowly, he pointed 
impressively upward, and said:-- 

^ 'Tis from heaven, and for God's own purposes : smother no« 
the sentiment, boy, but cherish it in your heart's core !" 

The reply of the youth was interrupted by sudden and vio- 
lent shrieks, that burst rudely on the stillness of the place, chilling 
the very blood of those who heard them, with their piteousness. 
The quick and severe blows of a lash were blended with the ex- 
clamations of the sufferer ; and rude oaths, with hoarse execra- 
tions, from various voices, were united in the uproar, which 
appeared to be at no greill distance. By a common impulse, 
the whole party broke away from the spot, and moved rapidly 
up the wharf in the direction of the sounds. As they ap- 
proached the buildings, a group was seen collected around the 
man, who thus broke the charm of the evening by his cries, in- 
terrupting his wailings with their ribaldry, and encouraging his 
tormentors to proceed. 

^ Mercy, mercy, for the sake of the blessed God, have mercy, 
and don't kill Job !" again shrieked the anffidrer ; ^ Job will run 
your a'r'nds I Job is half-witted I Meruy on poor Job 1 Oh ! 
vou make his flesh creep!" 

^ I'll cut the heart from the mutinous knave," interrupted a 
hoarse, Kogcj voicci. ^ To refriae to drink the health of his 
majesty I" , 

*' Job does wish hiiA good . health--^Job loves the king — only 
Job don't love rum." 

The officer had approached so nigh as to perceive that the 
whole scene was one of disorder and abuse, and pushing aside 
the crowd of excited and deriding soldiers, who composed die 
tlurong, he broke at once into the centre of the circle. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

** Tbef 11 baye m« vhlpped for speaking tra« ; 
Thoa'*lt have me wbipi»ed for lying; 
And sometlmeii Pm whipped for holding my peaoo. 
I had rather be any kind of a thing 
Than a fooL" Lbab. 

"^ What means this outcry?" demanded the young man, arrest- 
ing the arm of an infuriated soldier, who was inflicting the 
blows ; ^ by what authority is this man thus abused !'' 

^ By what authority dare you to lay hands on a British grena 
dier V^ cried the fellow, turning in his fury, and raising his lash 
against the supposed townsman. But when, as the officer 
stepped aside to avoid the threatened indignity, the light of the 
moon fell full upon his glittering dress, through the opening 
folds of his doak, the arm of the brutal soldier was held sus- 
pended in air, with the surprise of the discorery. 

^ Answer, I bid you," continued the yotmg officer, his frame 
shaking with passion ; ^ why is this man tormented, and of what 
regiment are ye V^ 

"• We beloi^ to the grenadiers of the brave 4Vth, your honor," 
cetumed one of the bystanders, in a humble, deprecating tone, 
'* and we was just polishing this 'ere natural, because as he re^ 
uses to drink the health of his majesty." 

^ He's a scornful sinner, that don't fear his Maker," cried the 
man in duresse, eagerly bending his face, down which big tears 
were rolling, towards his protector. ^ Job loves the king, but 
Fob don't love rum !" 

The officer turned away from the cruel spectacle, as he bid 
the men untie their prisoner. Knives and fingers were instantly 
put in requisition, and the man was hberated, and suffered to 
resume his clothes. During this operation, the tumult and 
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bustle, which had so recently distmgaished the riotous scene, 
weie succeeded by a stillness that rendered the hard breathing 
of the sufferer painfully audible. 

'^Now sirs, you heroes of the 47th T' said the young man, 
when the victim of their rage was again dad, ^ know you this 
button ?" The soldier, to whom this question was more par- 
ticularly addressed, gazed at the extended arm, and, to his vast 
discomfiture, he beheld the magical numb^ of his own regi- 
ment reposing on the well-known white facings that decorated 
the rich scarlet of the vestment No one presumed to answer 
this appeal, and after an impressive silence of a few moments, 
he contiaued — r 

" Ye are noble supporters of the well-earned fame <rf 'Wolfe's 
own r fit successors to the gallant men who conquered under 
the wails of Quebec! Away with ye ! to-morrow it shall be 
looked to." 

"• I hope your honor will remember he refused his majesty's 
health. I'm sure, sir, that if Colonel Nesbitt was here him^ 
self—" 

"Dog! do you dare to hesitate! go, while you have per 
mission to depart." 

The' disconcerted soldiery, whose turbulence had thus van- 
ished, as if by enchantment, before the frown of their superior, 
stunk away in a body, a few of the older men whispering to 
their comrades the name of the officer who had thus unexpect- 
edly speared in the midst of them. The angry eye of the 
yoimg soldier followed their retiring forms, while a man of them 
was visible ; after which, turning to an eklerly citizen, who, sup- 
ported on a crutch, had been a spectator of the sc^ne, he 
asked — 

^ Enow you the cause of the cruel treatment this poor man 
has received ; or what in any manner has led to the violence ?'^ 

"^ The boy is weak," returned the mpple ; " quite an inno- 
cent, who knows but little good, but does no harm. The sol- 
diers have been carousing in yonder dram-shop, and they often 
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get the poor lad in with them, and sport with his infirmity. If 
these sorts of doings an't checked, I fear much trouble will grow 
out of them I Hard laws from t'other ode of the water, and 
tairing and feathering on this, with gentlemen like Colonel liTes- 
bitt at their head, will — ^" 

^ It is wisest for us, my friend, to pursue this subject no 
further," interrupted the officer. " I belong myself to * Wolfe's 
own,' and will endeavor to see justice done in the matter ; as 
you will credit when 1 1^ you that I am a Boston boy. - But, 
though a native, a long absence has obliterated the marks of the 
town from my memory; and I am at a loss to thread these 
crooked streets. Know you the dwelling of Mrs. Lechmere I" 

^ The house is weU known to all in Boston," returned the 
cripple, in a voice sensibly altered by the information that' he 
was speaking to a townsman. ^^ Job, here, does but little else 
than run of errands, and he will show you the way out of grat* 
itude; won't you, Job ?" 

The idiot, — for the vacant eye and unmeaning, boyish counte- 
aance of the young man who had just been liberated, but too 
plainly indicated that he was to be included in that miserable 
class of human beings, — answered with a caution and reluctance 
that were a little remarkable, oonddermg the woent drcum- 
stances. 

"Ma'am Lechmere'st Oh! yes,. Job knows the way, and 
could go there blindfolded, if — ^if— *" 

**■ K what, you simpleton ?" exclaimed the zealous cripple. 

" Why, if 'twas daylight" 

" Blindfolded, and day%ht I do but hear ihe silly child ! 
Come, Job, you must take this gentleman to Tremont-street, 
without further words. 'Tis but just sundown, boy, and you 
can go there and be home and in your bed before the Old South 
strikes eight I" 

" Yes ; that all depends on which way you go," returned the 
reluctant changeling. "Now, I know, neighbor Hopper, you 
couldn't go to Ma'am Lechmere's in an hour, if you went along 
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Lynn-fitreet^ and bo aloog^Pnnoe-^treet^ and back through Snow- 
Hill; and eapeciaUj if you thi6utd 4top any time to Jook at th« 
graves on Goppb." 

^^Ffihawl the fooljs in one oi his.suIiA i^oyir, with hia Copps 
mil, and the grayed T intern^ted the cripple,^ whpfse heart had 
vanned to his youthful townsman, aoil who would have volun- 
teered to show the way hiinself| had his infirmities permitted 
thie exertion. ^ The gentleman must call; th0. grenadier^ back, 
to bring the child to reason." 

** Tb quite onneoessary to be harsh with the unfortunate 
'ad," said the yoimg soldiet ; ^ mj xecoUectionfl will probably 
aid me as I advance ; and should th^ not, I can inquire of any 
passd^or I meet" 

^if Bosion Was what BostoiEi has been, you might ask such 
A question of a civil inhabitant, at any comer," said th^ cripple; 
^butit'srsre to see many of our people in tbd stieets At this 
hour, feinca the massaore. :Be«deB, It is Saturday nighty you 
know; a fit time for these rioters to choose for their reyelries! 
For that matter, the soldiers have grown more insdent than 
cveK, since they have met thiU disappointment about the cannon 
/k>wn ^t Balem ; but I. needn't tell such es you what the soldi^s 
are when they get a UttJe savage." 

^ I know my comrades but indifferently well, if their conduct 
to-night be any specimen of their ordinary demeaitoif, sir,* re- 
tamed the officer : " but follow, Meriton ; I apprehend no great 
diffleulby in oor pdth." 

The pliant valet lified th^ doak-b^ he carried, from ihe 
ground, and they were about to prooe^ when the natural 
edged himsdf in a sidelong, dov^nty manner, nigher to the 
gentleman, and looked earnestly up in his fiftoe for a moment, 
where he seemed to be gatheiing confidence to «ay — ^ Job will 
show the officer Ha'am Lechmere's, if the officetr won't let the 
grannies catch Job afore he gets off the North Snd ag*ilk." 

^' Ahr said the young man, laughing, ^ there is something 
dt the cunning of a fool in that arrangement Well, I aoeept 

2 ^ 
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the condidcns; but beware bow you take me to contemplate 
the graves by moonlight, or I shall deliver you not only to the 
grannies, but to the light infantry, artillery, and all.'' 

With this good-natured threat, the officer fdlowed his nim- 
ble conductor, after taking a friendly leave of the obliging 
cripple, who continued his admonitions to the natural, not to 
wander from the direct route, while the sounds of his voice 
were audible to the retiring party. The progress of his guide 
was so rapid as to require the young officer to confine his sur- 
vey of the narrow and crooked streets through which they 
passed, to extremely hasty and imperfect glances. No very 
minute observation, however, was necessary to perceive that he 
was led along one of the most filthy and inferior seotions of the 
town ; and where, notwithstanding his efibrts, he found it im- 
possible to recall a single feature of his native place to his re- 
membrance. The complaints of Meriton, who followed dose at 
the heels of his master, were loud and frequent, until the gen- 
tleman, a little doubting the nncerity of his intractable conduct- 
or, exclaimed — 

^ Have you nothing better than this to show a townsman, 
who has been absent seventeen years, on his return ? Pray let 
us go through some better streets than this, if any there are in 
Boston which can be called better." 

The lad stopped short, and looked up in the face of the 
speaker, for an instant, with an air of undisguised amazanent, 
and then, without replying, he changed the direction of his 
route, and after one or two more deviations in his path, suddenly 
turning again, he glided up an alley, so narrow that the passen 
ger might touch the buildings on either side of him. The officer 
hesitated an instant to enter this dark and (^rooked passage, but 
perceiving that his guide was already hid by a bend in the 
houses, he quickened his steps, and immediately regained the 
ground he had lost They soon emerged from the obscurity of 
the place, and issued on a street of greater width. 

^ There P said Job, triumphantly, when they had effected this 
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gloomy passage, " does the king live in so crooked and oaiTOw 
a street as that ?" 

^His majesty most yield the point in your favor," returned 
the officer. 

'^ Ma'am Lechmere is a grand lady T' coudnued the lad, seem- 
ingly following the current of his own fanciful conceits^ " aui 
she wouldn't live in that alley ^r the world, though it is nar- 
row, like the road to heaven, as old Nab says ; I suppose they 
call it after the Methodies for that reason." 

*^1 have heard the road you mention termed narrow, certainly, 
but it is also called strait^^ returned the officer, a little amused 
with the humor of the lad ; ^ but forward, the time is slipping 
away, and we loiter." 

Again Job turned, and moving onward, he led the way, with 
svrift steps, along another ' narrow and crooked path, which, 
however, better deserved the name of a street, under the pro- 
jecting stories of the wooden buildings, which lined its sides. 
After following the irregular windings of their route for some 
dist.vice, tliey entered a triangular area, of a few rods in extent, 
where Job, disregarding the use <^ the narrow walk, advanced 
directly into the centre of the open space. Here he stopped 
once more, and, turning his vacant &ce with an air of muck 
seriousness towards a building which composed one side of the 
triangle, he said, with a voice that expressed his own deep ad- 

« 

miratioh — 

" There — ^that's the * Old North 1' did you ever see such a 
meetin'us' afore f does the king worship Ood in such a templet" 

The officer did not chide the idle liberties of the fool, for in 
the antiquated and quiet architecture of the wooden edifice, he 
recognized one of those early efforts of the simple, puritan 
builders, whose rude tastes have been transmitted to their pos* 
terity wiUi so many deviations in the style of the'same school, 
but so little of improvement Blended with these considera- 
tions, were the dawnings of revived recollections ; and he smiled, 
AS he recalled the time when he also used to look up at the 
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building with feelings somewhat allied to the profound adjnira- 
tion of the idiot Job watched his countenaQo^ liaiTOwlj, ai^d 
easily mistaking its expreseion, he e:ste&ded his arm to^^4s one 
of the narrowest of the avenues that entered the Area, where 
stood a few houses of more than oommori pretension^ . 

^ And there ag'in T he contiiltted ; ^ it^re'a palaoeB for you 1 
stingy Tommy lived in the one with the. pile-|q;tera» aqd the 
flowers haagmg to their tops ; and see the cfow^s otx themy too! 
stingy Tommy loved . crowns, they say ; but f!)*ovinceW wasn't 
good enough for him, and he lived here— now. they say h0 lives 
in one of the king^s eupboards I" 

^And who was stingy Tonmiy? and wJiat fighjt hi4 ho to 
dwell in Province House, if he would ?" . 

^ >Vliat light has any governor to live in ProyinceW i. be- 
cause it's the Jdxig's, though the people paid for Ul^ 

^Fray, sit, e^ccuse me,^ said Meritcni, from bdmMi;.^but do 
tJxe Amencans nsually call all their governors stiii^ Tommies ?" 

The officer turned his head at this vapid ques^on from his 
valet, and perceived that he had been accompanied t^ua &r by 
the aged 8tnmger,.who stood at 109 dhow, leaninig cm his. stal^ 
studying with close attention the late dwelling of Hutdhinson, 
while the light, of the moon fell, unObatrUcted, on the deep lines 
of his haggard face. During the fiti^t aurprise of this discovery 
he forgot to reply, and Job took the vindicatioti of his language 
into his own hands. 

" To be sure they do— they call people by their right names," 
he said. ^'Insygu Peck is called. Xnqrgn Peqk; and you call 
Deacon Winslow any thing but DeaJ3on Winslow, and see what 
a look he'll give you I and I am Job P^Ay, 9o called; and why 
shouldn't a governor be called stingy Tpmmy, if he is a stingy 
Tommy?" 

, **Be careful how you speak lightly of the king's repreeenta* 
tive," said the young officer, nusing his light cane with the affec- 
tation of correcting the changeling. '^ Forget you that I am a 
•oldierr 
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The idiot Bhnink baok a littl^) thnidly, and then leering from 
nnder Yob siinken brow, he answered — 

** I heard yot say you were a Boston boy.*' 

Hie gentlettian was about to make a pkyfiil roply, when the 
aged stranger piissed swiftly before Inm, and took his etand at 
the side of the lad with a manner so remarkable for its earnest- 
ness that it entirely changed the current of his thoughts. 

***nie J^oung man knows the ti^ of blood and country," the 
stranger muttered, ** and I honor hmi P 

It might have been the sudden recollection of the danger of 
tSiose allusions, which the officer so well understood, and to 
which his accidental tissoci^on'with the singular being who 
uttered iheni had begun to familiarize his ear, that induced the 
youth to resume his walk, silently, and in deep thought, along 
the street By this'moyement he escaped observing the cofdial 
grasp of the band which the old stranger bestowed on the idiot, 
while he tnuttered a few more terms of commendation. Job 
soon took bis station in front, '^nd the whole party moved on 
again, though with less rapid strides. As the lad advanced 
deepet into the town he evidently wavered once or twice, in his 
choice of streets, and the officer began to suspect that the 
changeling contemplated one of- his wild ^ircuitB, to avoid the 
direct route to a house that he manifestly approached with gre^t 
reluctance. Once or twice the young soldier looked about him, 
intending to inquire the direction of th^ first passenger he might 
see ; but the quiet of deep night already pervaded thie place, and 
not an individual, but those who accompanied him, appeared in 
the long ranges of streets they had passed. ThlB air of the guide 
was becoming so dogged atld hesitatang thAt his follower had 
just -determined to make an appliciation alt one of the doors, 
when they emerged from a dark, dirty, asid gloomy street on an 
open 8pac6 of much greater extetit than the one they had 'so 
recenily left; Passing* under the walls of a Maickened dwelling, 
lob led the way to the centre of a swinging bridge, which was 
tihrown across an inlet from the harbor, that extended a short 
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dntance into the area, forming a shallow dock. Here he took 
his stand, and allowed the view of the surrounding objects tc 
work its own effect on those he had conducted thither. The 
square was composed of rows of low, gloomy, and irregular 
houses, most of which had the appearance of being but little 
used. Stretching fr^m the end of the basin, and a little on one 
side, a long narrow edifice, ornamented with pilasters, perforated 
with arched windows, and surmounted by a humble cupola, 
reared its walls of brick under the light of the moon. The story 
which held the rows of silent, glistening windows, was supported 
on abutments and arches of the same material, through the 
narrow vistas of which were to be seen the shambles of the 
common market-place. Heavy cornices of stone were laid 
above and beneath the pilasters, and something more than the 
unskilful architecture of the dwelling-houses they had passed 
was affected throughout the whole structure. While the officer 
gazed at this scene the idiot watched his countenance with a 
keenness exceeding his usual observation, until, impatient at 
hearing no words of pleasure or of recognition, he exclaimed — 

" If you don't know Funnel Hall, you are no Boston boy !" 

*^ But I do know Faneuil Hall, and I am a Boston boy," re- 
turned the amused gentleman. '^ The place begins to freshen 
on my memory, and I now recall the scenes of my child- 
hood." 

^ This, then," said the aged stranger, ** is the spot where lib- 
erty has found so many bold advocates !" 

^ It would do the king's heart good to hear the people talk 
in old Funnel, sometimes," said Job. ^'I was on the comishes, 
and looked into the winders, the last town-meetin'-da', and if 
there was soldiers on the common, there was them in the hall 
that didn't care for them !" 

'' All this is very amusing, no doubt," said the officer, gravely, 
^ but it do^is not advance me a foot on my way to Mrs. Lech- 
mere's." 

^It is also instructing," exclaimed the stranger; ''go on^ 
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diiild : I love to hear his simple feelings thus expressed ; they 
indicate the state of the public mind.'* 

^ Why," said Job, *^ they were plain-spoken, that's all ; and it 
would be better for the king to come over and hear thorn ; it 
would ptdl down his pride, and make him pity the people, and 
then he wouldn't think of shutting up Boston harbor. Suppose 
he should stop the water from coming in by the Narrows, why, 
we should get it by Broad Sound ! and if it didn't come by 
Broad Sound, it would by Nantasket I He needn't think that 
the Boston folks are so dumb as to be cheated out of God's 
water l^ acts of Parliament, while old Funnel stands in the 
Dock Square 1" 

^* Sirrah I" exclaimed the officer, a little angrily, '^we have 
already loitered vbatil the clocks are striking eight" 

The idiot lost his animation, and lowered in his looks again, 
as he answered — 

''Well, I told neighbor Hopper there was mare ways to 
Ma'am Lechmere's than straight forward ; but everybody knows 
Job's business better than Job himsel£ Now you make me f(»v 
get the road : let us go in and ask old Nab ; she knows the 
way too well 1" 

^ Old Nab ! you wilful dolt ! who is Nab, and what have I to 
do with any but yourself f" 

"Everybbdy in Boston knows Abigail Pray." 

^ What of her f asked the startling voice of the stranger ; 
'' what of Abigail Pray, boy f is she not honest ?" 

^ Yes, as poverty can make her," returned the natural, gloom- 
ily : " now the king has said there shall be no goods but tea 
sent to Bostcm, and the people won't have the bohea, it's easy 
living rent free. Nab keeps her huckster stuff in the old 
ware'us', and a good place it is, too. Job and his mother have 
each a room to sleep in, and they say the king and queen 
haven't more !" 

While he was speaking, the eyes of h's listeners were drawn 
by his gestures towards ihe singular edifice to which he alluded. 
82 



32 LtONBLLINCOLK. 

lake most of the otherd adjacent to the square, it was low, old 
dirty, and dark. Its shape was triangular, a street bounding it 
on each side, and its extremities were flanked by as many low 
hexagonal towers, which terminated, like the miain buildii^ 
itself, in high pointed- roofk, tiled, and capped with rude omar 
Dients. Long ranges of sniall windows were to be seen in the 
dusky walls, thitmgh one of whi^h the light of a solitary caiidle 
was glimmering, the Only inolicatioti of the presence, of life libout 
the sihnt and gloomy building. 

'^Nab knows Ma-am Lechmere better than Job/' eentidiued 
the idiot^ after a moment'^ pause, ^ and she will knowwhether 
Ma'am Lechmere will have Job whipped for brining ooihpany 
on Saturday night, though they say she^ so iufi of scoffdry as 
to talk, drink te% and laugh M that night, jti^' the iu^e as 
any other time." 

^I will pledge myself to her courteous treatment," the officer 
r^Hed, begimui^ to be weiity of ihe fool's delay. ' ! 

''Let.tis see this Al»gail Pray," cried the i^;ed sinsngei', 
suddaily sendng Job by the arm, and leading him, wkfa a sort 
of irresist^le poW^, towards the walls of the bdlding^ through 
one of the low doors of which they immediately disappeared. 
' Thus left on the bridge, with his valet^ the young officer hesi- 
tated a single instant how to act ; but yielding' to the secret and 
powerful interest which the stranger had succeeded in throwing 
arouiid sSi his movements and opinions, he bade Meriton- await 
his return, and followed his -giiide and the old man into the 
cheerless habitation of the fonner. On pussing the oufser door 
he found himiielf in a* spacious bat rude apartment, which, from 
its appearance, as well as fro&i the &W isrtides 4of heavy but 
valtidess lnerehan(Sse it now contidned, would seem; to have 
been used 6:6ce as a storehouse/ The light drew his steps to- 
wards a room in one of the .towers, where, as he a^rdached its 
open door, he heard the loud sharp tones of a woman's voice, 
exdaiming — 

'^ Where have you been, £pra(;eless, this Saturday night f 
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tagging at the he^ of tke soldiers, or gazing at Uie men-of-war, 
witk their ungodly fashions of BMsic and rerelrj at such a time, 
I davft to say I and yon knew that a Mp was in the bay, and 
that Madam LecbmeM had desiied mfi>to send her the.fint no- 

A 

tice of its avrival. Here have Ii»een waiting fijr you to go up 
to Tremottt-^atreet since, sundown,^ with the sewa^ and yon are 
out of caQ — ^you, that know so well whd it is she expeets !" 

^Dont be cross to Job, mother^ lor the grannies have, been 
cutdng his back with cords till the blood juns t - Jkfa'am Ledi- 
mere ! I do believe, mother, that Ma'am Lechmera has moved ; 
for Pve been trying to find her house this bovr, because there's 
a gentleman who landed .from ihe Bhi|>^ wanted Job to show him 
the way.** :..... 

^ What means the ignorant boy >?'' lexclaiBMd his mother. 
.. <^He alludes to me," saidrihe officer, entering the apartment ; 
f^Lam the peraoo, if any,:expeet6d by Mrs.. Lechmere, apd have 
just landed from the Avon, of Bristol ; but your son has led me 
m, circuitous path, iadeeid; f^ om time he spoke of .visitiing the 
graves on Oo^'s ^IL" ': ,- 

^EKcose the ignorant and witless child, sir,'' exclaimed the 
ndatson, eyeing the. young, man keenly thiciugh her spectacles ; 
** he knowsi iha way as well.iRB to has own bed, but he is wilful 
at times. This will be a joyful night in Tremont-street I So 
faaadtome^ and so. statefy, too I ibteuse me^ young gentleman,'^ 
she.added^ilusing the handle tbrhls.rfeatunes with.aii ievident 
imconsdonsniosa: of Ihe act^^'^he has.tihe.swe^t smile of the 
mother, and tbe:tanible:eye of hisiilher^ .€bd forgave us all 
<nff iduB^ tod. jaaiik4 us happiec in Another world than in this 
place oi €(vil:and wibkedhcBs!" As she. muttered the latter 
words, the woman s^adde her candle with an air .of singular 
agitation^ Eaidk ^dlable, ntytwithstanding'lier see»t intention, 
-was^heaa^ bgr the bffie^ aes6ss #he8e countenanbe ther^ passed 
a Sttddcm gloom thidi jdo«d>led its sad ezpcessien. . He, however, 
taid^-^ '- '; ^ ■■ 

^Ton know meand my faomly, thenf^ 
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^ I was at your birth, young gentleman, and a joyful birth it 
was ! but Madam Lechmere waits for the news, and my unfor- 
tunate child shall speedily conduct you to her door ; she will 
tell you all that it is proper to know. Job, you Job^ where are 
you getting to, in that comer 9 take your hat^ and show the 
gentleman to TremontHstreet directly : you know, my son, you 
love to go to Madam Lochmere's." 

^ Job would never go, if Job could help it," muttered the sul- 
len boy ; ''and if Nab had never gone, 'twould have been better 
for her soul." 

''Do you dare, disrespectfid viper!" exclaimed the angry 
quean, seizing, in the violence of her fury, the tongs, and threat- 
ening the head of her stubborn child. 

" Woman, peace 1" said a voice behind. 

The dangerous weapon fell from the nerveless hand of the 
vixen, and the hues of her yellow and withered countenance 
changed to the whiteness of death. She stood motionless for 
near a minute, as if riveted to the spot by a superhuman power, 
before she succeeded in muttering, " Who speaks to me ?" 

"It is I," returned. the stranger, advancing from the shadow 
of the door into the dim light of the candle ; "a man who has 
numbered ages, and who knows, that as Qod loves him, so is he 
bound to love the children of his loins." 

The rigid limbs of the woman lost their stability in a tremor 
that shook every fibre in her body ; she sunk in her chair, and 
her eyes rolled from the fiice of one visitor to that of the other, 
while her unsuccessful efforts to utter, denoted that she had 
temporarily lost the command of speech. Joh stole to the side 
of the stranger, in this short interval, and looking up in his face 
piteously, he said— # 

"Don't hurt old Nab — ^read that good saying to her out of ^ 
the Bible, and shell never strike Job with the tongs ag'in ; will 
you, mother f See her cup, where she hid it under the towel, 
when you came in! Ma'am Lechmere gives her the pi'ison 
tea to drink, and then Nab is never so good to Job as Job 
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noujid be to mothor, if mother was half-witted, and Job was 
old Nab." 

The stranger considered the moving countenance of the boy, 
while he pleaded thus earnestly in behalf of his mother, with 
marked attention, and when he had done, he stroked the head 
of the natural compassionately, and said — 

'' Poor, imbecile child I God has denied the most precious 
of his gifts, and yet his Spirit hovers around thee ; for thou 
canst distinguish between austerity and kindness, and thou hast 
learnt to know good from evil. Young man, see you no moral 
in this dispensation ? nothing which says that Providence be- 
stows no gift in vain ; while it points to the difference between 
the duty that is fostered by indulgence, and that which is ex- 
torted by power ?" 

The officer avoided the ardent looks of the stranger, and after 
an embarrassing pause of a moment, he expressed his readiness, 
to the reviving woman, to depart on his way. The matron, 
whose eye had never ceased to dwell on the features of the old 
man, since her faculties were restored, arose slowly, and in a 
feeble voice directed her son to show the road to Tremont-fitreet 
She had acquired, by long practice, a manner that never failed 
to control, when necessary, the wayward humors of her child, 
and on the present occasion, the unwonted solemnity imparted 
to her voice by deep a^tation, aided in effecting her object. 
Job quietly arose and prepared himself to comply. The man- 
ners of the whole party wore a restraint, which implied they 
had touched on feelings that it would be wiser to smother, and 
the separation would have been silent, though courteous, on the 
part of the youth, had he not perceived the passage still filled by 
the motionless form, of the stranger. 

" You will precede me, sir," he said : " the hour grows late, 
and you, too, may need a guide to find your dwelling." 

"To me the streets of Boston have long been familiar," re- 
turned the old man. " I have noted the increase of the town 
08 the parent notes the increasing stature of his child ; nor is 
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my lov^ for it loss than paternal. It is dncmgh that I am witliin 
its HmitSy where liberty is prized as the greatest good ; and it 
matters not mider what roof I lay my head — this will do as well 
as another.*^ 

« 

^ThisP' echoed the other^ glancing his eyes over the misera- 
ble furniture, and scanning the air of pove^y that pervaded the 
place ; ^ vrhy, this house has even less of comfort than the ship 
we have leftP 

^ It has enough for my wants,** said the stranger, sea^g Imn^ 
self with composvure, and deliberately placing his bimdki by his 
side. *^Go you to your ptdace in Tremoiit-street : ;it shall be 
my care that we meet i^in.** 

The officer understood the dbaitacter of his companion too 
well to hesitate, and bending low, he quitted the sipartment, 
leaving the other leaning his head on his cane, in absent musing, 
while the amazed matron wiets gazing at her unexpected guest 
with a wonder that was not uniaiiigled with dx^$d» i v 
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CHAPTER III. 

*FTom,Bilyer spouts the gratefhl liquors glides 
If kile OhiiM^ eaitti noelTeB Hm amokteg tid* : 
At once tbej gntUy their scent and taste, 
And freqaentcups prolong the rich repast* 

• 

Thx recoUectaon of tlie reputed admoDitioiiB of: his mother 
■enred to keep Job to his purpose. The instant the officer ap- 
l^ared, he held his way across the bridge, and afber proceeding 
for a short distance farther along the witeir'A edge, they entered 
a broad and well-built arenue, which led ^m the, principal 
whalfixito the upper parts of the town. Tozning up this street, 
the lad was making his way, with great eamestdeas^ whe9 sounds 
of high merriment and convrrialify, breaking from 4q (Opposite 
building, caught his attention, and in^^ioed.'hini to pause. . 

** Remember your mother's injunodon,? . inid the Officer; 
^' whai iMe. you in that tavern to stare at f"- 

^*Tis the British Coffee House," said Joli, ahaldh^ hi6. h^; 
^yes, anybody might know that by the noise they make in't. on 
Saturday night t See 1 iVsffiled mir wiih Lord Boot's offit^rs, 
flaring afbre the winddwa, just like so many red ^ devils ^.b^ to- 
morrow, when ihe (M South.bell lingft, tfaey'U forgot thieir Lord 
and Maker, every ainner among thomP 
- ** Fellowrexohiimed. the officer,^* this iil trospassingtoafiir — 
proceed to Tremont-street, or leave me, that I may, aitmce, pro- 
euro another gdidei^ 

Tl^ changeling <iast a look and^ at the angry^ye of the 
othor, and tiien ttunodand'procoedodfimittoring soiteudaa t6' be 
overheard— 

*''Ev»y boy 'it^s raised in' Boston, khows'how to. keep 
Sefiordlrf i^ght ;' and if you^ a Bosion boy, yon .lAbuldibtQ 
B6st6ii ways." 
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The officer did not reply, and as they now proceeded with 
great diligence, they soon passed through King and Queen 
streets, and entered that of Tremont At a little distance from 
the turning, Job stopped, and pointing to a building near them, 
he said — 

^ There ; that house with the courtyard afore it^ and the pilo- 
axters, and the grand-looking door, that's Ma'am Lechmere's ; 
and everybody says she's a grand lady ; but I say it is a pity 
she isn't a better woman." 

** And who are you, that ventures thus boldly to speak of a 
lady so much your superior!" 

'^ 1 1" said the idiot, looking up simply into die face of his in- 
terrogator, " I am Job Pray, so called." 

" Wdl, Job Pray, here is a crown for you. The next time 
you act as guide, keep more to your business. — ^I tell you, lad, 
I oflfer a crown." 

^ Job don't love crowns — ^tkey say the king wears a crown, 
and it makes him flaunty and proud like." 

*^ The disaffection must have i^read itself wide, indeed, if such 
as he refuse silver, rather than offend their principles I" mut- 
tered the officer to himself—" Here then is half a guinea, if you 
like gold better." 

The natural contmued kicking a stone about with his toes, 
without taking his hands from his pockets where he wore them 
ordinarily, with a sc^rt of idle air, as he peered from ui»der his 
slouched hat at this renewed offer, answering — 

" You wouldn't let the grannies whip Job, aind Job won't take 
your money." 

"Well, boy, there is more of gratitude in that than a wiser 
man would always feel I Come, Meriton, I thaH meet the poor 
fellow agun, and will not forget this. I commission you to see 
the lad better dressed, in the be^nning of the week." 

" Ixnrd, sir," said the valet, "if it is your pleasure, mo^t cer- 
tainly ; but I declare I don't know in what style I should ^ees 
such a figure and countenance, to make any thing of them I" 
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** Sii*, sir,'^ cried the lad, running a few steps after the ofiicar, 
who had akeady proceeded, ^ if you won^t let the grannies b^at 
Job any more, Job will always show you the way through Bos- 
ion ; and run your aVnds too l" 

** Foix fellow I well, I promise that you shall not be again 
nbused by any of the soldiery. Good-night, my honest Mend — 
let me see you again." 

The idiot appeared satisfied with this assurance, for he imme- 
diately turned, and gliding along the street with a sort of shuf- 
fling gait^ he soon disappeared round the first comer. In the 
mean time the young officer advanced to the entrance which led 
into the courtyard oi Mrs. Lechmere's dwelling. The house 
was of bricks, and of an exterior altogether more pretending 
than most of those in the lower parts of the town. It was 
heavily ornamented, in wood, according to the taste of a some- 
what earlier day, and presented a front of seven windows in its 
two upper stories, those at the extremes being much narrower 
than the others. The lower flow had the same arrangement, 
with the exception of the {ffincipal door. 

Strong lights were shining in many parts of the house, which 
gave it, in comparison with the gloomy and darkened edifices in 
its vicinity, an air of peculiar gayety and life. The rap of the 
gentleman was answered instantly by an old black, d^ressed in a 
becoming, and what, for the colonies, was a rich livery. The 
inquiry for Mrs, Leohmere was successful, and the youtib was 
conducted through a hall of some dimensions, into an apart* 
ment which opened from one of its sides. This room would be 
considered, at the present day, much too smaU to contain the 
fEuhion of a country town ; but what importance it wanted in 
size, was amply compensated for in the richness and labor of its 
decorations. The walls were divided into compartments^ by 
raised panel-work, beautifully painted with imaginary landscapes 
^nd ruins. The glittering, varnished sur&ces of these pictures 
were burdened with armorial bearings, which were intended to 
illustrate the alliances of the family. Beneath the surbase were 
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smaller diTialons of pan^ paintdd with variom ardutecttiral 
devices; and above it Tcee, betmreen the compaartmeotBi listed 
pilast^ of wood, with gild«d ei^pitak. A heavy woodMi and 
highly ornamented cornice stretched above die whole, fomith- 
ing an appropriate outline to the walfe. The lise of etfpets was, 
at that time, buj^ Mttle ):nown in the colonies, tboi^ the wealth 
and station of Mrs. Lechmere would probai^jr have intpodueed 
the Ittxniy, had not her age, and the nature of the building, 
lanpted her to adhere to- ancient .leustom* The floor, which 
shone equally with the fumiture, was tessellated with small al- 
ternate sqttattBS of redn^dar and pine^ and ^^ .the centre w^ie 
the ' saliant • Jions* oi- Lednoere, Attempted . by the bhueonry ot 
the joinev. ' On either side of the ponderous^and idbored mantel 
were arched oonipartmeiite,of'j)llainear wbrh^ 'denotii)^ «se^ the 
stiding panels bf ohe : of which, :bang>Tausedv dii^layed a ^aafSit 
groaning with massive ptote. Thefimutbre waaold, rich, and 
heavy^ but in perfect preservation. In the noddat of'thin scei^ 
of cobnial splendor, whi<^ was vendei^ aft<impr6n^ve as posd- 
ble by the presence of .nnmero^ waxes lights, a }ady^ far in the 
dechne of life, sat, in fopmal propijety, on « small 0ettee« The 
office had thrown his doak into the handa of Meriton; in the 
hall, and as he advanced lip the ' apartipent, l»s<fi>nn appeared 
in thegay dsess of ia soldier, giving to its ease and finepropqf- 
tions -the additional chanii of' militaay .^armah. The haaid, 
severe eye of tlie lady seaaihly softened with . pleased ooippBe, 
as it dwelt on his person for an instautafterisheiarose totnaceive 
her guest; bat the nKmieotarysUence wasL first; broken- by t^ 
youthy -who sfciidt^ . :.'. • ! 

' >I have entnod nnaaEndanced,:for my impatience haalek- 
teeded iDay breeding, inadam, while eadi ;st^ Il^avB taken: in 
this hoiose r^cays ihoi days of my boyhood,, and ofmy former 
freedom withdn its walls.? ■ : ' - ' . ' .' : r 1 •: ..n 

' * ■ » 

^ My . ecnsiia ' LsaQblni''! ini»snqited' ihe: bdyy whcvauK Mis. 
Lechme)^; :^tlmt:]dark ^rjc»;:thal «male^nay,.yDur;vei7ratep^HB- 
novnces' you I I must have .forgotten my poor brother; amd 
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wie^ilso who iti still SO dear to ns^ not to bare kiiot!i^ }'0U a true 
LhiGolii.'' 

There was a distance in the manner of both, at meetioTg, whieb 
migbi eaffllj bate been im^Mirted by the ^redfie formnla of Ibe 
provinmi acbooV of whiob the lady was^ so distingalshed a 
mentber^ buib which was not sufficient to exj^liain the sad ex- 
presncm that suddenly and po:#erftdly blended with the yoUng 
man's smil^, as she tpoke. The ohai^, however, was bul 
momentary, and he answered courteously to her assurances ot 
recognitiott'^ 

^l h«ve long- beetitlittght to' esfpect a' second home in Tnsh 
montHitF^ and I fibd by your flattering remeinb|*ance of my- 
self and patents,' d«ar miadam, that my e;xpectation8 are jus- 
tified/'' : • > • ' *=■•■■ • ■•"••'■.:-; , . • 

Th« lady wiafii s^otsibly f^leas^ at thiamiftafk^ ah(} fihie suffered 
a ismile to unbend hi^ tigid broiw, as she answer^d'-^ 

''A home, certainly, though it be not such a one aft the heir 
of the wealthy house of Linooln may hafe b&^ «iccustomed' to 
dwell Id. It would be sti^ange, indeed oould- any, allied to that 
honorable fkm^y, Ibrget to entertain its representatite irith dtM 

The youth seemed conscious that q«ite'as -liiitidi iiad now 
been ^d as'the occasion ]>equired)^ and iMfaised his: head from 
bowing respectfully on her hand, with the int^tk^r of ohan^ng 
the subject to one less personal, when his eyeic^nigbt a glimpse 
of the figure of andther^ aiid m^ ybiltMid^femtikle, whoihad 
been oc^ceoled, httheito, by 'the ' dri^ry of & w^dowK^urtain. 
Advandiig to tliis young lady, he said, inth a quickness that 
fftth»r betrayed ^ his willingness to ' sufl|»end > fort^r eompli* 
mentr— • 

^Aaidvhere t see one ldso,JtowhotivIi^hft<(re'th^ honor of be- 
h^ tdatod^Mies Djyii^yoi;!" 

^Though it be not my grtHHdehild,?* ^said Mm. Leduneire, ""it 
is>ctt6w)ioielal^>'a]i elpttliiifiliiit^'^'you, Me^eniAmocbi^^ it is 
ij^fnes Dakfoi^ tbe di^ghti^ of my>late niece." 
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" 'Twas my eye then, and not my feelings, that were mis- 
taken," returned the young soldier: "I hope this lady will admit 
my claim to call her cousin r 

A simple inclination oi the body was the only answer he »>- 
ceiyed, though she did not decline the hand which he offered 
with his salutations. After a few more of the usual expressions 
of pleasure, and the ordinary inquiries that succeed such meet- 
ings, the party became seated, and a more regular discourse 
followed. 

'* I am pleased to find you remember us then, cousin lioneV 
said Mrs. Ledunere ; ^ we have so little in this remote province 
that will compare with the mother country, I had feared no ves- 
tiges of the place of your birth could remain on your mind." 

"• I find the town greatly altered, it is true, but there are many 
places in it which I still remember, though certainly their splen- 
dor is a little diminished, in my eyes, by absence and a fiEuniliarity 
with other scenes." 

"Doubtless, an acquaintance with the Bndsh court will have 
no tendency to exalt our humble customs in your imagination ; 
neither do we possess many buildings to attract the notice of a 
travelled stranger. There is a tradition in our family, that your 
seat in Devonshire is as large as any dozen edifices in Boston, 
public or private ; nay, we are proud of saying, that the king 
himself is lodged as well as the head of the Lincoln family, only 
when at his castle of Winds<Hr P 

" Ravensdifife is certainly a place of some magnitude," re- 
turned the young man, carelessly, ^ though you will remembei 
his majesty affects but little state at Eew. I have, however, 
spent so little of my time in the country, that I hardly know its 
conveniences or its extent." 

The old lady bowed with that sort of complacency which 
the dwellers in the colonies were apt to betray, whenev^ an 
allusion was made to the acknowledged importance of then 
eonnections in that coimtry, towards which they all looked aa 
to the fountain of honor ; and then, as quickly as if the changie 
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in her ideas was but a natural transition in the subject, she 
obeerved — 

^ Surely Cecil cannot know of the arrival of our kinsman : 
she is not apt to be so remiss in paying attrition to our guests.^ 

*^ She does me the more honor, that she considers me a rela- 
tive, and one who requires no formality in his reception." 

^ You are but cousins twice removed," returned the old lady, 
a little gravely ; ^ and there is surely no affinity in that degree 
which can justify any forgetfulness of the usual courtesies. You 
see, cousin Lionel, how much we value the consanguinity, when 
it is a subject of pride to the most remote branches of the 
fimiily P 

^ I am but little of a genealogist, madam ; though, if I retain 
a true impression of what I have heard, Miss Dynevor is of too 
good blood, in the direct line, to value the collateral drops of an 
intermarriage," 

''Pardon me, Major Lincoln; her father. Colonel Dynevor, 
was certainly an Englishman of an ancient and honorable name, 
but no family in the realm need scorn an aUiance with our own. 
I say our own, cousin Lionel, for I would never have you foiget 
that I am a Lincoln, and was the sister of your grand&ther." 

A little surprised at the seeming contradiction in the language 
of the good lady, the young man bowed his head to the com- 
pliment, and cast his eyes at his younger companion with a sort 
of longing to change the discourse, by addressbg the reserved 
young woman nigh him, that was very excusable in one of his 
sex and years. He had not time, however, U> make more than 
one or two commonplace remarks, and receive their tmswers, 
before Mrs. Lechmere said, with some exhiUtion of staid dis- 
pleasure against her grandchild — 

''Go, Agnes, and acquaint your cocunn of this happy event 
She has been sensibly alive to your safety during the whole 
time consumed by yoiur voyage. We have had the prayers of 
the church, for a ' person gone to sea,* read each Sunday since 
the receipt of your letters announcing your intention to emlwirk; 
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Knd I h&To beten exceedingly pleased to observe the deep inter* 
est with which Cecil joined in our petitions." 

Lionel mumbled a few words of thanks, and leaning back in 
his chair, tlireW his eyes upwis^^ but wh^er in pious gratitude 
or not, we conceiye it is not our province to determine. ' Duritig 
the delivcTry of Mrs. Lecbme(re*s last' 8pee<3h and l^e expressive 
pantomime that suco^ded it, A|;n^ Danforth rose and left the 
room. Ute door had beeA some- littlo time closed before the 
silence was again br^en, during which MEs.;Lechmere evidently 
essayed in vain, once or twice, to^ speak. Her color, pale and 
immovable as usually seeiHed her trithered iook, changed in its 
shades, and her lip trembled involuntarily. She, howevier, soon 
found h^r utterance, though the &st tones of her voice were 
choked and husky. 

^ I miiy have appeared remiss, cousin Lionel,^ she said, ^but 
there are subjects that can be discussed with propriety only be^ 
tween the nearest relatives. Sir Lionel — ^you left him in as 
good a state of bodily health, I hope, as his thent^ i&tiess will 
allowT 

'^ It is so t^preiiented to me." • ' : 

'' Yoii have seto Mm lately ?" 
' '" Not in Meen years. My presence Was said to increase liis 
disorder, and the physiciatis forbade any more interviews. He 
continues at the private' establishment near town, asid, fts the 
lucid intervals am thought to increase, bolii in frequency and 
duration, I ofteni indulge ifk the {Vetoing hope of being restored 
agftin to my &tber. The bdlief is Justified by his yean^ which, 
you knoV, are yet under fifty,'' 

A long, and apparently a pasnftd. silence, succeeded thi^ '!n« 
teresting communication ; at length the lady isaid, with a tre- 
moi in her voice, for whidi the young inan almost reverenced 
her, as itsorplainly bei^ke her interest in her iie{^w, as well 
as thegoqinass of'ber heart — . 

^I wiB thank you for a glass of thi^ water in the buffet 
Pardon me, cousin Lionel, but this meUmchoiy subjeb^ alwayi 
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oTerGom€» me. I will r^tue fL few xoQiaeiLts, witb ypur ifidid- 
gQ3iQ% and hasten the aj^pe^aotce of m; gvaxid^shild, I pine 
thai y9u may meet," . j . . : 

Hei: i^s^nc^, juift «t tljLa^ udoD^ent, wjaa toQ agieeable to . the 
feehagSr of : lionel lorhim U> g^iosfty l^r Jnteo^oii ;/t]iiOii^ in- 
fltead of 'l^llo^ing iLg9e» I>ai^rth« who had precedieMl het <» 
ibsid aaapbe daty^ the toitering;8t^|)s of Mrs. Leisbinere etondiicted 
b^r to a doioi: which comtnunieaAed with her oiirn ajpartm^t 
^ov severa): minutea Khe yjouog niaa. tran^tled on the '^aaliant 
li^na!! <tf Lec^ere with a rs^dity tbat.aeemed to fiooinlatel their 
qwA miinip ^peed^ 4^ hepaeed U> and fro ajsiooa the narrow 
apiurtmeiit, hid eye glancing, yac^atlj along the Jikboi^. wainaeota, 
eipbiriMunjg the argent^ .azui:e,rand purpura fiotUs of the diffetcent 
e8<»td:iieQiia, as heedleealy as if they wet^ n^.43l£uged with the 
dia^i^shing ^yzlahols o| so mai^y ho^otAble ni^tnea. This, men- 
tal abstraction wa^ however, .d^ntiy dissipated by .the sudden 
i^pearai^Qe ofi <^e who had gli«fed into the rooso: aad adraneed 
to.its.^(^tre. before he became, cotisciotts of .her pfeeoice.. ..A 
light, rounded, and exquisitely proportioned female fonn, accom- 
p^uiied by t^ youthMand expreiteiYie eonntenance, with aai.air in 
which ^oma^ly grace blended ao nioely wiliii femiitine delioaoy 
as to catufe ea<ch m6tidn. a^od gealurd to oomtnand respect, atfthe 
same time .that it was singularly imnnuating, irsm an ols^t . to 
stispendy ^ven at a first gla^ncCyprorided that rg^biBce; were by 
surprise, the steps of a more aba^ntimd leaa courteoina.yonth 
thj^.the one we haye attempti^ tb^/d^soiibe. Major lincoln 
knew, that this young ladyct^iild bd n^ oHier than Cecil Dyn&- 
vor, the daughter of a British, office, tJong jnnce deceased, by 
the only child of Mrs. J^eohmere, who Iraa also in her grave ; 
^nd, ,conseqiii€»tly^ that she was dne !to whom he was so well 
known by character, and so nearly allied by blood, as to render 
it 1^1. easy task for a man accustomed. to the world, as he had 
been,, to remove any little en^arrassments which might haye 
beset a leea practised y4>uth, by acting as hia own usher. This 
be certainly attempted, and at first with a fteedom which his 
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affinity, and the drcumstanoes would seem to allow, though il 
was chastened by easy politeness. But the restraint visible in 
the manner of the lady was so marked, that, by the time his 
salutations were ended and he had handed her to a seat, the 
young man felt as much embarrassment as if he had found him- 
self alone, for the first time, with the woman whom he had been 
pining, for months, to favor with a very particular communica- 
tion. Whether it is that nature has provided the other sex 
with a tact for these occasions, or that the young lady became 
aensible that her deportment was not altogether such as was 
worthy either of herself or the guest of her grandmother, she 
was certainly the first to relieve the slight awkwardness that 
was but too apparent in the commencement of the interview. 

^My grandmother has long been expecting this pleasure, 
Major Lincoln," she said, '^ and your arrival has been at a most 
auspicious moment. The state of the country grows each day so 
very alarming, that I have indeed long urged her to visit our 
relatives in England, until the disputes shall have terminated.'* 

The tones of an extremely sOf( and melodious voice, and a pro- 
nunciation quite as exact as if the speaker had acquired the 
sounds in the English court, and which was entirely free from 
the slight vernacular peculiarity which had offended his ear in 
the few words that fell from Agnes Danforth, certainly aided a 
native attraction of mann^, which it seemed impossible for the 
young lady to cast entirely aside. 

^ You who are so much of an Englishwoman, would find 
great pleasure in the exchange," he answered; '^and if half 
what I have heard from a fellow-passenger, of the state of the 
country, be true, I shall be foremost in seconding your request. 
Both Ravenschffe and the house in Soho would be greatly at 
the service of Mrs. Ledhmere." 

« It was my wiah that she would accept the preesbg invita- 
tions of my father's relative, Lord Cardonnel, who has long 
urged me to pass a few years in his own &mily. A separation 
would be painfrd to us both, but should my grandmother, in 
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Buch an event, determine to take her residence in the dwelliDgs 
of her ancestors, I could not be censured for adopting a resolu- 
tion to abide under the roofs of mine." 

The piercing eye of Major Lincoln fell full upon her own, as 
she delivered this intention, and as it dropped on the fleer, the 
slight smile that played round his lip^ was produced by the 
passing thought, that the provincial beauty had inherited so 
much of her grandmother's pride of genealogy, as to be willing 
to impress on his mind, that the niece of a viscount was superior 
to the heir of a baronetcy. But the qmck burning flush that 
instantly passed across the features of Cecil Dynevor, might 
have taught him that she was acting under the impulse of much 
deeper feelings than such an unworthy purpose would indicate. 
The effect, however, was such as to make the young man glad 
to see Mrs. Lechmere reenter the room, leaning on the arm of 
her niece. 

^' I perceive, my cousin Lionel," said the lady, as she moved 
with a feeble step towards the settee, ^ that you and Cecil have 
found each other out, without the necessity of any other intro- 
duction, than the affinity between you. I surely do not mean 
the affinity of blood altogether, you know, for that cannot be 
said to amount to any thing; but I believe there exist certain 
features of the mind that are transmitted through femilies quite 
aa distinctly as any which belong to the countenance." 
. ^ Could I flatter myself with possessing the slightest resem- 
blance to Miss Dynevor, in either of those particulars, I should 
be doubly proud of the connection," returned Lionel, while he 
assisted the good lady to a seat^ with a coolness that sufficiently 
denoted how litUe he cared about the matter. 

^Butl am not disposed to have my right to claim near 
kindred with cousin Lionel at all disputed," cried the young 
.ady, with sudden animation. ** It has pleased our forefethers 
to order such — " 

'^Nay, nay, my child," interrupted her grandmother, ''you 

fisiget that the term of cousin can only be used in coses of 
83 
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neiff eoosanguioitj, and whete fiuniliar sitiiadoiQa will excuse it 
But Major lincoln knows that we in the oolonies ase i^t to 
make the most of the language^ and eotint oar couainB abnoat 
as far as if we were members of the Scottiidi dans. Bpeaking 
of the ;clan8 reounds me' c^ the rebellion of '45. It i» not 
thoi^tl^ in, fisghttdf that our. in&tuated ooloniata wiU ever be so 
fool-hrurdj^ as :to Assume their. arms ia earnest ?'.' 

^ There <ai^:yaiio)is opinions on that subjeot," said UoneL 
^ Mcst militoy mei^^sout the idea ; thoiigh I findy oocgwionally; 
an officer that, ha^ served on this ooBtinent,:who thinka mil 
onljr ^t th^ appeal will be made, but that iheistruggle will be 
bloody." ; • . . 

^^Wby should they notT said Agnea DanfiHth, abmptlj; 
*^ they are men, and Uie English are no more P- 

Lionel tmmed his lo(d», in a little surprise, on the speaker, to 
whose countenance an almost imperceptible cast in one eye im.- 
parted a look of : arch good-'Xiature that her manner would seem 
to eoi^tcadiet, aiid smiled as he repeated, her jwofds — 

^WhyshfHikl they not^ iid^iedi I. know no other reasons 
than that ^t wotild b^ both a mad. and an unlairM act. I oaii 
assure you titat I am not' one of those whd affiact.to uhderralue 
my owi^ CQUutrjrmen; lorjtou will remember that I too am aa 
American." ' 

^ I hav^ heard it said that such of our rolunteers as wear 
uniforms at all," said Agnes, "appear in :blue, and not in 
scarlet." ... 

"Tia his%Mijesty's. j^asjyure that' .bis 47tb foot should wear 
this gaudy eofor," returned the yow^jnan^kughing; "though 
for myself^ I am qmte willing to resign it to the use of you ladies, 
and to adopt another^ could iti wdl be." 

f< It might be done, sir." 

, 'fin what manner r 

^ By resigning your commission with it." 

Mrs. Lechmere had evidently pejtaiitted her nieoa to proceed 
thus iar, without interruption, to serve scmie purpose of her 
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€wn ; but perceiYiiig that her guest, by no means exhibited the 
air <^ pique, which the British offioers were so often weak 
enough to betray, when thia women took into their handi the 
dfifenoe of their country's )ionor, she rang ib» bell, tw she ob- 
seryed-^ 

^ Bdd hmguage, Major Lineolu'I bold. hmgiu(ge» for f^ young 
lady under twenty. But Miss Danforth.is privSeged to Bpeak 
her' mind freely, for some of her father's family are b^t too 
deeply implicated in the unlawful proce^dinga of , theae evil 
dmes. We hare kept Cecil, howerer, more to her allegiance.'* 

^ And yet eyen Cecil has been knowe to reAise the &Tor of 
her counteniknce to the entertainments given by the British 
ofibsen P said Agnes, a little piquantly; 

''And would you have Cedl Dynevw frequent halls and en- 
tertainments unaccompanied by a proper chaperon r returned 
Mrs. Lechmere ; ''or is it ex|>ect^ that, at seventy, I can ven- 
ture in public to maintain the credit of our fa^oajlj f But we 
keep Major Lincoln from his refreshments with our idle dis- 
putes. Cato, WQ wait your movements.'' 

Mra* Ledimere delivered her concluding intimation to the 
black in attendance, with an aijr. that partook somewhat of 
mysteiry. The old .domestif}, who, probably from long practice, 
understood, more by the expression of her eye than by any 
words she hlui uttered, th^ wish^ of hia mistress^ proceeded to 
dofie the outer shutt^ of the wiQtdav^:,and to drav the cur- 
tains with the most exact care; Whea this duty was performed, 
he raised a omldl Oval table from itsTegahur position among the 
fliywing folda of Ui0 drapery Ijhat dirouded the. deep apertures 
for liglit, and placed it in i^t of iMis^ Dynevor. 4 salver of 
massive silver, containing an equipage of the finest Dresden, 
followed, und ia a few minutes a hissing urn of the same pre- 
cious meUd garnished the polished surface of the mahogany. 
During t]^e8e arrangements, Mrs, Lechmere and her guest had 
maintained a general discourse, touching chiefly on the wettuv 
and condition of certain individuals of their alliance in Engr 

8 
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land. Notwithstanding the demand thus made on bis attenAioi^ 
Lionel was abie to discover a eertain appearance of mystery and 
caution in each moyement of the black, as he proceeded kis- 
nrelj in his duty. Mbs Dynevor permitted the dispowtion of 
the tea-table to be made before her, passively, and her oouub, 
Agnes Danforth, threw herself back on one of the setteea, with 
a look that indicated cool disjdeasure. When the usual com- 
pound was made in two little fluted cups^ over whose pure 
white a few red and green sprigs were sparingly scattered^ the 
bkck presented one containing the grateflil beverage to. his 
mistress, and the other to the stranger. 

^ Pardon me, Miss Danforth," said Lionel, reGoUecting himself 
after he had accepted the ofiering; ^^I hav« suffered i my se»- 
hreeding to obtain the advantage.'' - 

^ Enjoy your error, tar^ if you can find any gradficatkn in the 
indulgence," returned the young lady. 

^ But I should enjoy it the more, could I see^ou participaling 
in the luxury." 

^ You have termed the idle indulgence well ; tis nothing bujt 
a luxT^y, and such a one as can be easily dispensed with : I 
thank you, ^, I do not drink tea." 

^Surely no lady can forswear her boh^! be persuaded." 

" I know not how the subtle poison may operate on your 
English ladies. Major lincoln, but it is no diffioiidt matter for 
an American girl to decline the use of a detestable berb^ which 
is one, among many others, of the causes that is likely ta in- 
volve her cotmtiy and kindred in danger and strife." 

The young man, who had really intended mo more tlian the 
common civilities due from bis sex to the other, bowed in n- 
lence, though, as he turned from her, be ^^uldnotibrbear look- 
ing towards the table to see whether the pTinci|^es of the otiher 
young American were quite as rigid. Cedl sat bending over 
tiie salver, playing idly with a curiously wrought sppon, made 
to repreiNfnt a; sprig of the plant whose fragrance had been thus 
put in requisition to oontributf to his indulgence, while the 
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dteam torn Uie china ressel before her was wroathmg in a faint 
niist flTonnd her pdished brow. 

'^ You, at least, Miss Dynevor," said Lionel, ^ appear to have 
no dislike to <Jie herb, yon breathe its vapor so freely." 

Oedl cast a glance at him, which changed the demure and 
somewhat proud composure ci her countenance into a look of 
sudden, joyous humor, that was infinitely more natural, as slie 
answered, laughingly — 

^I own a woseian's weakness. I must believe that it was tea 
&at tempted our oommon mother in Paradise P 

^ It would show that the cunning of the serpent has been 
transmitted to a later day, could that be proved," said Agnes, 
^diongh the mstmment of temptation has lost some of its 
vHrttte." 

^How know you tiiatP said Lionel, anmus to pursue the 
trifling, in order to remove the evident distance which had 
existed between them ; ^ had Eve shut her eavs as rigidly as you 
dose your mouth against the offering, we might yet have en- 
joyed the &«t gift to otff paretttft." 

^Oh^dt, ^tianosuch stranger to me as you imay imagine from 
thfe indifierence I have assumed on the present occasion : as Job 
Fhiy says, Boston harbor is ootfaing but a *big teapot!'" 

*^ YoQ know Job Ptay, then, Miss Daaforth f " said Lionel, not 
« little amused by her sj^iit 

^ Certainly; Boston is so small, aiid Job so useful, that every- 
body knows the simpleton." 

^ He belongs to a distiuguished fjEunily, then, for I have his 
own assurance that everybody knows his perturbed mother, 
Ab%aiL" 

^ Yottl" exclaimed Cecily again, in that sweet natural vcaco 
that had before startled her auditor;-^* what can you know of 
•poor Job and his almost e<|ually unf<»tunste mother ??' 

^ Now, young ladies, I have you in my snares i" cried Lionel; 
'^ you toay possibly renst the -steams of tea, but what woman 
can withstand the impulse of her curiosity? Not to be too 
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cruel with my fiur kuiswomen on so short an acquaintaac^, how 
ever, I will go so far as to acknowledge that I have already had 
an interview with Mrs. Pray.** 

The reply which Agnes was about to deliver was interrupted 
by a slight crash, and on turning tliey beheld the fragmetits of 
a piece of the splendid set of Dresden lying at the ft^t of Mrs. 
Lechmere. 

^ My dear grandmamma is ill I" cried Cecil, SfMin^ng to the 
asfflstance of the old lady. " Hasten, Oato— Major J4n^lti,' you 
are more active — ^for heaven's sake, a glass of water-— Agnes, 
your salts." 

The amiable anxiety of her grandchild waft no^ however, so 
necessary as first appearances would have indicated, and Mrs. 
Lechmere gently put aside the salts, though she did not dedine 
the glass which Lionel offered for the second time in so short a 
period. 

" I believe you will mistake me fot a sad invalid, cousin Lio- 
nel," said the old lady, when she had; become a little composed; 
^but I believe it is this very. tea,, of which so mndh has been 
said,- and which I drink to excess, from pure loy^ty, that- un- 
settles my nerves ; I must refrain, like the ^ds^ thou^ from a 
very different inotive. We are ft people of early hours, Major 
Lincoln, but you are at home here, and will pursue yoof: pleas- 
ure. I must, however, claim an indulgence for. threescoi^and- 
ten, and be permitted to wish you a good rest aftet your 
voyage. Cato has his orders to contribute all he can to your 
comfort" 

Leaning on her two assistants, the old lady withdrew, leaving 
Lionel to the full possession of the apartment As the hour was 
getting late, and, from the compliments they had exchanged, he 
did not expect the return, of the younger ladies, he called for a 
candle, and was shown to his own room. As soon as the few 
indispensaUes which rendered a valet heoessary to a gentleman 
of that period were observed, he dismissed Meritoo, md throw 
ing himself in the bed, courted the sweets of the pillow. 
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iSiwy incideiits, however, had occurred during the day, thst 
induoed a train of thoughts which for a long time prevented his 
attuning the natural reet he sought After indulging in long 
and uneasy reflections on certain events, too closely connected 
with his peisooal feelings to be tightly remembered, the young 
man b^;an to muse on his reception and on the individuals who 
hod been, as it were, for the Snt time, introduced to him. 

It was quite apparent, that both Mrs. Lechmere and her grand- 
daughter were actiug th^ Kveral parts, though whether in eon- 
Mrt or not, remained to be discovered. But in Agnes Danforth, 
with alt his subtlety, he could pwceive nothiug but the plain 
and direct, though a Uttde blunt, pecuUaiitiee ot her nature and 
eductfion. Like moet very young men, who had just been 
made acqmuntod with two youthful females, both of them much 
superior to the generahty ot thtar aei iu pereonal charms, he 
fall aale^ muung on their characters. Kor, coumdering the 
aroumstancee, will it be at all surptising, when we add, before 
morning, he was dreaming of the Avon of Bristol, on board 
which stout veMel he even thou^t, that he was discuning a 
ohowder on the Banlts of NewfiMmdhmd, which had bom ud- 
aooonntaUy prepared by the fait h&uda ti Miss Danforth, and 
wfakdi wn stiai^^y flavcmd with tea ; whfle the Bebe-looldng 
oountenanoe of Cea^ pynevor was rlaoghing at his perfdezities 
wilb MndJaguJaed good-bomor, and with all the vivacity of 
gviishn 
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CHAPTER IT. 

▲ good porUj BMD, i* fiitk, and a eorpnknt" 

Kino Hcnst IT. 

Tbs sun was. jtist stirrii^ the heavy bank of fog, which had 
rested on the wD.t^^ dvriDg the nighty as lionel toiled his waj 
up the aide of Beacon-Hill, anxious to catch a ^impse of his 
natiye scenery Tv:hile H was yet glowing with the first timoh a£ 
day. The idatids raised their green heads above the jnist^ and 
the wide amphitheatre of hills that encircled the bay waa sfcUi 
visible, though the vapor was creeping in places along the 
valleya — ^now conoeaHng. the entrance to some beautiful glen, 
and now wreathing itself fiuitaatieally around a tall spx% that 
told the siteof a suburban vUlage. Thoi^ the people c^ the 
town were awake ai^d up, yet the sacred eharaeler cf the day, 
and the at^te pf the times, oontributed to suppressrthoBe.sounds 
which usually distinguish populous places. The' cool nights 
and waim days of April had generated a fog more thaon usoaMy 
dense, which was deserting ita watery bed, and steaHng in* 
sidiously along the land, to uinte with the vapofs of ihe rivers 
and brooks, spreading a wider curtain before . the pladd view. 
As Lionel stood on the brow of the platierm that crowned the 
eminence, the glimpses of houses and hills, of towers and ships, 
of places known and places forgotten, passed before his vision, 
through the openings in the mist, like phantoms of the imagina- 
tion. The whole scene, animated and in motion, as it seemed 
by its changes, appeared to his exdited feelings fflce a fanciful 
panorama, exhibited fc^ his eye alone, when his enjoyment was 
Interrupted by a vcnce apparently at no great distance. It was 
a man sin^ng to a common English anr feigments of some 
ballad, with a peculiarly, vile nasal cadency. Through the frc- 
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quent pauses, he was enabled to comprehend a few words 
which, hy their recurrence, were evidently intended for a ohonui 
to the rest of the production. The reader will understand the 
character of the whole from these lines, which ran as' follows : 

And they that would b« tne, 

Out they go; 
While the slaves, as joa may see, 
Stay, to dHnk their prison teat 

Down below I 

Lionel, after listening to this expressive d^tty (o^ a moment, 
followed the direction of the sounds until he encountered Job 
Pray, who was seated on one of the flights of steps, which 
aided the ascent to the platform, cracking a few walnuts on the 
boards, while he employed those iiM^ervals, when his . mouth 
could find no better employment^ in uttering the above-men- 
tioned strains. 

** How now, master Pray ; do you come hen to sing your 
orisons to the goddess of liberty^ on a Sunday morning f " ciied 
Lionel ; '^ or are you the town lark, and for want of wings, take 
to this height to obtain an aHitude for your melody f • 

^^ There's no harm in dnghig psalm tunes or continental 
801^ any day in the week," said the lad, without laisii^ his 
eyes from his occupation J ** Job don't know what a lark is, bui 
if it belongs to the town, tlie soldios are so thick, they oafit 
keep it on the common." 

'^ And whajb objection can you hare to the sokSers poGsessing 
a comer of your common f 

'^Ihey stanre the cows, and then they wont give milk; grass 
is sweet to beasts in the spring of the year." 

^But, my life for it^ the soldiers dont eat grass; your brin- 
dies and your blacks, your reds and your whites, may have ihb 
first offering of the spring as usual." 

^ But Boston cows dont love gnss that British soldiers have 
trampled on," said the sullen lad* 

^ This k, inde^d^ carrying notions of liberty to refineemeiit !" 
ezcli«m€id Lionel, laughiz^. 
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Job shook his bead threateningly, as be looked up and 
said, *^Don^ you let Ralph hear you say any thing ag'in 
libertyP 

"Ralph I who is be, lad? your genius! where do you keep 
the invisible, that there, is dange]: of his overhearing what I 
say?" 

" He's up there in the fog,^' said Job, pointing significantly 
towards the foot of the beacon, which a dense volume gf vapor 
was wiwrappmg, jwobably attracted up the tall post that sup- 
ported the grate. 

Lionel gased at the smc^ oolumn for a moment, when.the 
mists b^an to dissolve, and anud their evolutions he b^eld 
the dim figure of bis aged fellow-^passenger. The old niap was 
still clad in his simple, tarnished vestments of gray, whicb har- 
monized so singularly with the mists as to impart a look almost 
ethereal to bis wasted ionn. As the medium through which he 
was seen became less cloudy, his features grew visible, and 
Lionel could distingQish: the uneasy,. rapid glances of biseyesy 
which seemed to roam over thd distant objects with an earnest- 
ness that appeared to moCk the misty veil^ that was floating be- 
fore so mndi of the view* JWbile Lionel stood fixed to the 
spot, gaong at this irregular beilig with t^t secret awe which 
iSie^ other bad succeeded in inspirii^g^ the old man waved his 
hand impatiently, as if he would cast, aside bis shroud; At 
tbat instant a bright sunbeam darted into the vapor, iHumina- 
ting bis person, and melting the mist into the air* The anxious, 
haggard, and severe expression of bis. oountet^ance changed at 
the touch of the ray, and he smiled with ft sctoess land attrac- 
tion that thrilled the netves of the other, as bB called aloud to 
th^ sensitiye young soldier-^-" \ 

"^ Come hither, Lionel Lincoln, to the foot of this beacon, 
where you may gather warnings, wbicb, if prpperly heeded, 
will guide you through many and great dangers uubarmed." 

'^ I am glad you have spoken," said LipQcl; advanciug to his 
aide ; ^ you appeared like a being of annUxer world,, wrapped 
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m that mantle of fog, and I felt tempted to kneel, and ask a 
benediction." 

^And am I not a being of another world! Most of mj in- 
teieata are already in the gntlre, fmd I. tarry here only for a 
space, becauae there is a great work to. he dbive, which cannot 
be performed without me. Mjr view of the world of spirits, 
yoimg man, is much .dearer and more disdnct than yours of 
this variable scene at your feet There is no mist to obstruct 
the eye, nor any doubts as to the colors it presents." 

" You are happy, sir, in the extremity, of your age, to be so 
assured. But I fear your sudden determination last night sub- 
jected you to inconvenience in the tenement of this change- 

^The boy is a good boy/ said, the old man, stroking, the 
head of the natural compiaoently : ^ we undetBtand etudk other. 
Major Lincoln, and that dioiteoa introductions, and renders 
communion easy." 

^ That you feel alike on one subjects I hare already discov- 
ered ; but there, I should think, the resemblani^ and the intel- 
ligence must end." 

^ The propensities of the mind, in its infiincy and in its ma- 
turity, are but a span apart^" said the stranger : ^ the amount 
of Inmian knowledge is but to know bow much we are under 
&e domimoai of our paasioin ; imd he, who has learned by ex- 
perience how to «noth^. the volcano^ and he who never felt its 
fires, are surely fit associate" 

Lionel bowed in silence to an opihian so humbling to the 
other, and, after' a pause of a moment, adverted to their situa- 
tion — 

** The sun begins to make bimself felt, and When he has 
driven away these ragged remnants of Ihe fog, we shall see 
(lioee places each of ns has ^frequented in Ids day." 

^Shall we find them as we left l^m, think yon f or will 
you. see the ' stranger in possession ci the haunts of your in- 
fiincy T 
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^.Kot the strangor, certainly, for we are the subject of one 
king ; children who own a common parent'' 

^ I will not reply that he haa pzoyed himself an nmlatiiral 
father/' said the M, • man, calmly : ^ the geatleman who now 
fills the British throne ia less to be cansiirod than his advisers, 
for the oppresnon of Ms ragn.'^ 

^ Sir," interrupted Lionel, ** sf saoh aUnsicns are made to the 
person of my sorerrign, we must separate-; for it ^1 beoomes a 
British officer to hear has master mentioned with levity." 

^ Letity !" ]«epeated the other, slowly. " It is a faalt, indeed, 
to accompany gray locks and wasted limbs I but your jealous 
watchfulness betrays you into error. I have biteathed inthe 
atmosphere of kings, young man, and know how to separate 
the individual and his purpose from the policy of his govern- 
ment, lis the latt^ that will sever tbas great empire, and de- 
prive the third George of what has so often, ^d so weH be^ 
termed * the brightest jewel in his crown.' ^ 

** I must leare you, sir^" said Lionel ; ^ the opimons you so 
fredy expressed during our passage, were on principles which I 
can hardly call opposed to our ovni constitution, and might be 
heard, not only without offence^ but frequently wi(^ admira- 
tion ; but this language approaches to treason r 

'^ Go, then,'' returned the unmoved stranger; ? descend to 
yon degraded eotnmon, and bdd your mercoiariea iseixe m&-^ 
'twill be only the blood of an. old man, but 'twill help to fritten 
the land ; or send your merciless grenadiers to toment .their 
victim before the axe shall do its wcnrk : a. man who has lived 
so long, can surely spare a little of his tone to ilie tof^ 
mentors l" 

"^ I could have thought, sir, that you naigbt spare such a re- 
proach to me,** said LkmeL 

^' I do spare it, and I do more : I llDfget my years, aiJKi sc^cit 
forgiveness. But had you known slavery, as I have d<me^ in its 
worst of forms, you would know how to prize the inestimabk 
blessing of freedouL" 
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**" fi&re jou ever known siaverj, in your travels, more cloeelj 
than in what you deem the violations of principle P 

** H»re I not I" said the stra&ger, smiling bitterly. ^ I have 
known H as man should nerer know itr-*-in act and will. . I 
have lived days, months, and even years, to hear others coldly 
declare my wants; to see others dole out their meager pit- 
tances to my necessities,, and to hear others assome the right to 
express the soflferings and to control the enjoyments of sensibili- 
ties that Gfod has given to me onlyl" 

^ To endure sueh thraldom, you must have Men into the 
power of the infld^ bsrbarian«^" 

*^ Ah 1 boy, I thabk ytm for the words ; they were indeed 
worlihy of the epithets : ii^els, that denied the precepts of our 
blessed Redeemer ; and barbariatns, that treated oine having a 
soul, and possessiDg teasoU like themselves^ as a beast of the 
field." 

** Why didn't you o6me to Bostxni, Ralph, and tdl that to the 
people in Funnel Hallf' escclaimed Job: ^theiM ha' been a stir 
about it!" 

^ Ohild, I did cotne to' Boston, again and again, in thought ; 
and the appeak^thi^ I madd to my townsmen would have moved 
the very roof of old Faneuil, could they have been uttered 
withhi her wall& But Hvras in vain I they had the power, and 
likd demons-H»r, rather, lite mnerable men— 'th^ abused it** 

Lionel) setunMy touched, was about to reply in a suitaMe 
mioiner, when he heard a voice calling his own name aloud, 
ai if the speaker were ascending the opposite acclivity of the 
hilL The instant the sounds reached his ears, the old man 
rose from his seat, on the IbundAtion of the beacon, and gii<^ng 
over the brow of the platform, followed by Job, they descended 
mto a volume of mist that was still clinging to the side of the 
hill, with amazing swiftness. 

^ Why, Leo I thou lion in name, and deer in activity !" ez- 
clainaied ttherintruder, las he' suTmbunted the steep ascent, ^ what 
can have brought you up into the clouds so early ! Whew I a 
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man needs a New Market training to scale stich a precipice. 
But, Leo, niy dear fellow, I rejoice to see you— we knew you 
were expected in the first ship, and as I was <M)niii^ from morn 
ing parade, I met a couple of groonds in the ' lincolh Green,^ 
you know, leading eacfar a blooded cfaargQr-*-laith, one of them 
would have been quite convenient to climb this accursed hill 
on — ^whew and whew-w, again — ^well, I knew the liveries at a 
glance ; as to the horses, I hope to be better acquainted with 
them hereaflber. 'Pray, sir,' said. I, to one of the. liveried 
scoundrels, ' whom do you serve 9' ^ Major Lincoln, ot Baveus- 
clifie,' said he, with a look as impndeint as if be cotdd have 
said, like you and I, his sacred majesty llie king. ThaEt^sthe 
answer of the servants of your Ijen-tbofbsaBd-a-year m^ ! . Kow, 
a my fool had been askad such a question^ \m answer would 
have been, craven dog as he is, ^ Captain Polwarth, of the 
4'7th ;' leaving the inquirer, though it should even be ACftne 
enrions maiden, who had taken a £uicy to the tpui enseml^h of 
my outlinie, in utter ignorance that there is such a place in the 
world as Pol warth Hall I" 

During this voluUe speech, which wsis int^rupted by sundry 
efforts to regain the breath lost in the ascent, Ljonelsboisk his 
friend coidially by the band, and attempted to express his own 
jdeaaare at the imeeting; ;Tbe fiulnre ,6f wind, however, WhKi 
was a sort of besettiog sin with Ca|>1iaiii Potirartib, had now 
tfxmpelM him to pawe^ and gave time to Lioh^l for a reply. 
, ^ This hiffi is the last plaoe where I should have ^Kpocled to 
meet yoUf'' he «ud. ^I took itlor granted yon would n<>t be 
stirring tSl; nine or ten al leasts when it was myintentioii to 
inquire yon out, and to give you a eiill before I paid my re* 
spects tofthe oonimandeb-in-diieC'* 

^ Ah I you may thank his ezoeHency, thd / Hon; Thomas 
Gage, governor and commander-in-chief in and over the Prov- 
mce of Msssadnisetts Bay, and vice^miral of the sUmey'- as 
he styles himself in his prodamatiotis, for this especaai frtvot ; 
though, between ourselves, Leo, he is about as much govemor 
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Tvtr the F^orince, as he is owner of Uioee huntera you have 
just landed." 

'^Bnt why am I to Uiankhiin for tliis.inlie.ryiew 'r . 

^Whj I kx^ $i)out yon, and teli me iKrhat fou behold-— 
nothing but fog — ^nay, I a^. lA^re is a staple, andyoiu^ is the 
smoking sea, and. here, lure th^ chimneys of Hanoock^s house 
b^ieath us^ smoking, :too, as. if their rebelliofis master were at 
home, and preparing his feed 1 bi;it eyeiy thing in sight is es- 
sentially smoky, and there is a natural aFersion, in us eptcures, 
to smoke. Nature dictates that a man who h»s as much to do 
in a day, in . canyilig hiniself about, as your humble servant, 
should not cut his rest too abruptly in the morning. But 
the honorable Thomas, governor, and Tice-admiral, dsc^ has 
oidered us under arms with the sun — officers as well as 
men I" ; 

. /^Surely tfaiit is no great hardship to a soldier," returned 
laonel ; ^ and moreoF^r, it seoms to i^gree.with you marreUoua- 
ly. Kow* J look 4gain9 Fo)warth,.I am amased I Surisly you 
arci not in a light-infantiy jacket !" 

"CSertes— what is there in. that so wonderful t" returned the 
other, with gxeat gravi^. 'VDon't I become the ^rem |. or is it 
the dress tl^iicb does not adom me, that you look r^y to die 
with mirth ? Laugh it out, Leo. I am nsed to it th^ three 
dnys — but what is thersi after all, so remarkable in Peter Pol- 
warth's ^mnym^g ft oompany of light in£Emtry f . Am I not 
jtist fire feet« six and cne^ghth of an inchf-^the precise 
he^tr i 

** Tou app^ to have been bo accurate in your longitudinal 
admeasurement^ that you must carry one of Harrison's time* 
pieces i^ yoinr pocket : did it ever suggest itself to you to use 
the quadrant ajao r 

^ For my latitude t I understand you, Leo : because I am 
Shap^ fk little like soother ear)^ does it argue that I cannot 
eotmnand a light-infimtry oompany f 

** Aji even as Joshua commanded the sun. But the stop* 
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ping of the planet itself is not a greater miracle, in mj ^ca, 
than to see jou in that attire." 

^ Well, then, the mystery shall be explained ; bvt first let 
US be seated on this beacon," said. Captain Polwarth, establish- 
ing himsdf with great* method in the place so hit^ly occupied 
by the attenuated form of the stranger. ^ A true soldier hxoh 
bands his resources for a time of need : that word, husbands, 
brings me at cmce to the point — ^I am in love." 

^Ihat is surprising r 

** But what is much more so, I would fain be married." 

^ It must be a woman of no mean endowments that could 
excite such desires in Oaptain Polwarth, of the 47ih, and of 
Polwarth HaUr 

''She is a woman of great qualifications. Major Lincoln," said 
the lover, with a sudden gravity that indicated his gayety of 
manner was not entirely natural. " In %ure she may be daid 
to be done to ft tmn. When she is gTftve, she wtflki with the 
statdiness of a show-beef; when she tuns, 'tis wit^ the activity 
of aturkey; and when at rest, I can only compare her to a dish of 
venison — savory, delicate, and what one cain never get enough of." 

^ Ton have, to adopt yonr own metaphors, given subh a^raie' 
sketch of her person, I am ' burning ' to hear something of her 
mental qualifications." 

*^ My metaphors are not poetical, peihaps, but fhey are the 
first that offer themselves 16 tny mind, and they iarer natmraL 
Her accomplishments exceed her native gifU greatly. In the 
first place, she is witty ; in the second, she is as impertinent m 
the devil ; and in the third, as inveterate a little trailer ta King 
George as there is in all Boston." 

'"These are strange recommendation» to ytrt fiiv^r !" 
, ^ The most in&llible of all recommendations. They are pi- 
quant, like savory sauces, which excite the appelate, tod season 
Uie dish. Now her treason (for it amounts to that in fiiet) is 
like olives, and gives a gusto 1o the generous port of nry loy- 
alty. Her impertinence is oil to the odd sakd of my modesty, 
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awl lier add wit miiigl^ with the sweetness of my tempera- 
ment, in that sort of pleasant combination with which sweet and 
sour blend in sherbet'' 

'^ It would be idle for me to gtunsay the chiffms. of sooh a 
woman,^' returned lionid, a. good deal amused with the droll 
imxtitfe of seriousness and humor in the other's maiuier: 
** now, lor her oomiection with the light in&ntry — she is not of 
ihe light corps of her own sex, Polwarth t" 

^Pardon me, Major laneelQ ; I cannot joke on this sabject. 
Miss Danforth is of one of the best families in Boston." 

^Danforthl not Agnes, surely I" 

"The very sameT exclaimed Polwarth, in surprise; "what 
do yon know of her f" 

"Only that she is a sort of oouain of my own, and that we 
ere inmates of the same house. We bear equal aflSnity to Mrs. 
Leehmene, and the good lady has insisted that I shall make my 
home* in Tremoot-street." 

"I rejoice to hear it! At all «v4nts^ our intimdaoy may now 
be improved to some better purpose than eating and dfiiddng. 
But to the point : there were certain dstmnaUe inuetuioes getting 
into circulation concerning my proportions^ whioh I ooosiderec 
it prudent to look down at once." 

" In order to do which, you had only to look thimier." 

"And do I not, in this aj^c^riate diress} To be perfectly 
serious with you, Leo— for to you 1 0aa freely unbivden myself 
—you know what a set we are zn the 47 th : let thotn ooce &s- 
ten an of^irobrious term or a nioknlun^ on you, and ypu take it 
to the graye, be it ever so burdensome." 

:" There is a way, certainly, to cheek ttBgetitleman*like liber- 
tieS|" said Lionel, gravely. 

^Poh I poh I 8 man wouldn't wish to fight, shout a pound 

more or a pound less of &tl still, the name is li great deal, and 

first impressions are every thing. Now, whoever thinks <rf 

Grand Cairo as a village! of the Grand Turk and Great Mogul 

as little boys? or who would believe, by h^uaay) that Oikptain 
84 
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Polwarth, of the light infEtntiy, c<yuld weigh one hoodred and 
eighty r 

"Add twenty to it" 

" Not a ponnd more, as I am a sinner. I was wei^rhed ic 
die presence of the whole mess no later than last week, ainee 
when I ha^e rather lost than gained an ounce, for this early 
rising is no friend to a thriying condition. Twas in my night- 
gown, youll rememt)er, Leo, for we, who tally so often, can't 
afford to throw in boots, and'but^kles, and all those sorts of 
things, like your feather-weights^" 

" But I marvel how Nesbitt was induced to consent to the 
appointment," said Lionel ; "^he lores a tittle di^lay»" 

" I am your man for that," interrupted the captain ; "we are 
embodied, you know, and I make more display, if that be what 
you require, than any captadn in the corps. But I will whisper 
a secret in your ear. There has been a nasty business here, 
lately, in which the 47th has gained no new laurels^-«. matter 
of tarring and feathering, about an old ibsty musket" 

"1 have heard something of ;the afiiEur idready^'' returned 
Lionel, "and Was grieved to find the men justifying some of 
their own brutal oonduct.last night by the example <^ their 
commander." ' 

"Mum — 'tis a delicate matter — ^well, that tar has brought the 
colonel into particularly bad odor in Boston, eq>eciaUy Among 
the women, in whpee good graces we are allof us lower than I 
have ever known s6atlet coats to stand before. Why,:Leo, the 
Mohairs are altogether the better mai here I But there is not 
an officer in the whole army who has made miore fcifinds in. the 
place than your humble servant I have availed myself of my 
popularity, which just now is no trifiihg ihingt and partly by 
promisCMs, and partly by iecret interest^ I have ihe Company; 
to which, yon know, ' my rank in .' the reg^ent g^vea me an 
undoubted title." . . ' 

" A perfectly eatistactory ^knation ; a most oomineodable 
ambition on your part, and a c^tidn svmptom that the peace ie 
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not to be disturbed ; for Gkige would nerer permit sucb an ar- 
rangement, had he any aetire operations in his eye." 

** Why, there I think you are more than half right: these 
Yankees hate been talking, and resolving, and approbating 
their resolves, as they call it, these ten years past ; and what 
does it all amount tot To bd sure, things grow worse and 
worse every day — but Jonathan is an enigma to me. Now you 
know, when we were in the cavalry together — ^God forgive me 
the suicide I committed in exchanging into the foot, which I 
never should have done, could I have found in all England such 
a thing as an easy goer or safe leaper — ^but then, if the Com- 
mons took dffenoe at a new tax, or a stagnation in business, 
why, they got together iti ikiobs, and btirnt a house or two, 
frightened a magisttete^ knd perhaps husitted a constable; then 
in we came at a hand gallop, you know, flotoished our swords, 
and scattered the ragged devils to the four winds ; when the 
courts did the rest, leaving us a cheap victory at ihe cfxpense of 
a little wind, which was amply compensated by an increased 
appetite for dinner. But here it is altogether a^Uffer^nt sort of 
thing.'' 

'^And what are tlie most alarming sympionis, jui^ now, in 
the colonies?" asked Major lincohi, with a sensible invest' in 
the subject . ' : 

* They refuse their niittiral aHtnent to tq>h<M what they call 
their principles ; the women abjure tea, and t^ men- abandon 
their fisheries I There has been hardly sucli a thiiig as even a 
wild duck.brotlght into the niailzet this «prifig,:itt ebili^ueiice 
of the Port Bill,' and yet th«y grow more stubbohj every day. 
If it should come to blows, hoWe[ver,.thseDS: Gbd we are strong 
enough' ito open a passage for oms^ea to any part c»f tike conti- 
nent where provisions may be plentier ; atid I hear more ti^ocps 
are already on the way.'* 

^K it'shoUM come tb blows, which heav^ fortHd," said Ma- 
jor linodn, ^ we shall lie Imegii mhexeyr^ ;&ow m.^ ' ' 

*^Bdr^g8dT* exclainikecl Pdwarth, in evident alairm; ^if J 



W LIOJ^SL LINCOLN* 

thought there was the leaet {»^o^>6ct of such a cabuuitj^ I wouJkl 
sell out to-morrow. It is bad enough now ; our mess-table is 
never decently cov^ed, but if there should oome usiegef 'twould 
be absolute starvatioiu No, no, Leo, their minute*men, and 
their long-tailed rabble^ would hardly think c^ besieging fi>vr 
thousand British soldiers with la fleet . to back theoen. Fom 
thousand! if the regii^ents I hear named are actually on the 
way, there will be eight thousand of us — as good men as ever 
wore — ^^ 

^ Light-infantry jackets,'' interrupted LioneL . '^ But the regi^ 
ments are certainly e<miing; Clinton, Burgoyne, and Howe had 
an audiemce to tajce leave, on the same day with mysel£ The 
service is exceiedingly popular with the king, and our receptioi^ 
of Goiurse, was most gracious ; though I thought the eye of roy- 
alty looked on me as if it remembered one or two of my juvenile 
votes in the hou&e, on the subject of these unhappy dissensions." 

^ You voted against the Port BiH,** said Polwarth, ^out oi 
regard to me ?" 

**• No ; there I joined the ministry. The c^duct of the peo- 
ple of Boston had provoked the measure, and there were hardly 
two mindft in Parliament on that question.^ 

'^Ahl M4^ Lincoln, you are a happgr man," said the cap- 
tain ; ^ a seat in Parliament at five-and-twenty I I must think 
that I should prefer just such an oooupation to all others ; 4he 
veiy name is taking — in seat I You hiive two members for your 
borough; who fiUs .die second now f- 

^Say nothing on that bubjeeti I entreat you," whispered Liiv^ 
nel, pfeflsing the arm of tiie other as he ix>9e; *'^tis not filled by 
him who should occ^fpy it, as you know. Shall we descend to 
the common! there are numy friends that I cpuld wish to see 
before the bell caDs us to church " 

^^ Yes ; this is a church-going, or rather, noeeting^oing place; 
for txioet of the good people ^tswear the use of the word^ureh, 
as we abjtfre the sofNcemacy of the Pope," returned Polwarth^ fol* 
lowing in his eompimionVi footsteps. '^ I never thiukof attending 



LIOKSL Livaoi#v. 07 

Any of their scliiam-shopa, for I would any day rather stand sen* 
tinel over a baggage-wagon than stand up to hear one of their 
prayers. I can do yery well at the King's Chapel, as they 
call it ; for when I am once comfortably fixed on my knees, I 
make out as well as my lord archbishop of Canterbury ; though 
it has always been matter of surprise to me how any man can 
find breath to go through their work of a morning." 

They descended the hiU, as Liond replied, and their forms 
were soon blended with those of twenty others, who wore scarlet 
coats, on the eommcn. 



diS LIONKLLIKOOLH. 



CHAPTER V. 

"For nft, and for our tragedj, 
Tbre stoopii^ to your elemHafly* 
We beg your hearing patiently." Ramlbt. 

Ws must sow carry the reader back a century, in order to 
clear our tale of every appearance of ambiguity. Reginald 
Lincoln was a cadet of an extremely ancient and wealthy family, 
whose possessions were suffered to continue as appendages to a 
baronetcy, throughout all the changes which marked the eventr 
ful periods of the commonwealth and the usurpation of Crom- 
well. He had himself however, inherited little more than a 
morbid sensibility, which, even in that age, appeared to be a 
sort €i heir-loom to his flAmily. While still a young man, he 
had married a woman to whom he was much attached, who 
died in giving birth to her first child. The grief of the hus- 
band took a direction towards religion ; but unhappily, instead 
of deriving from his researches that healing consolation with 
which our Mth abounds, his jnind became soured by the preva- 
lent but discordant views of the attributes of the Deity ; and the 
result of his conversion was to leave him an ascetic puritan and 
an obstinate predestinarian. That svch a man, finding but little 
to connect him with his native country, should revolt at the im- 
pure practices of the court of Charles, is not surprising ; and 
accordingly, though not at all implicated in the guilt of tlie 
regicides, he departed for the religious province of Massachusetts 
Bay, in the first years of the reign of that merry prince. 

It was not difficult for a man of the rank and reputed sanc- 
tity of Reginald Lincoln to obtain both honorable and lucrative 
employments in the plantations, and, after the first glow of his 
awakened ardor in behalf of spiritual matters had a Httle abated^ 
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ho fiuled not to improye a due portion of his time by a eom- 
mendable attention to temporal things. To the <laj of hiF 
death, however, he continued a gloomy, austere, and bigoted 
reli^oniat, seen^inglj too regardle^ of the vanities of this world 
to permit his pure imagination to mingle with its drotti even 
while he submitted to discharge its visiUe duties. Notwith- 
stf^diikg this elevation of mindi his son, at the decease of his 
&ther, found biipself in the possession of many goodly effects ; 
which were, questionless, the accumulations of a neglected use, 
duBng the days <tf his sublimated progenitor. 

Young lionel so far followed in tt^e (rteps of his worthy pa- 
rent as to continue gathering honors and richest into hie lap ; 
though; owing to an early diQa^K>intinent^ and the inheritance 
of the ^ hepr-lpopi'' alr^y pientioned, it was Islte in life before 
he found a partner.to dhare his happiness.. Contrary to all the 
usual calculations tlMtt are made on the choice of a man of self- 
denial, h^ was then united to a youthful mud gay Epi^copidian, 
who had litlle, besides her exquisite beauty ^tA good blood, to 
recommend her. By this lady he had £»ur children^ thiee sons 
and A daughter, when he also was laid in the vault by the side 
of his .deceased parent. The. eldest of these sons was yet a boy 
when he was called to the mother cpuntiy to inh^t the estates 
and honors of his fieunily. The second, named Reginald, who 
was br^ to arpis, married, had a son, a^d lost his. life in .the 
wilds where he was required to serve, befbre he was five-and- 
twenty. The third was the grandfather Of Agnes Danforth, and 
Uie daughter was Mrs. Leohmere. 

/Hie family of Lincoln, conadering the shortness of their 
loarriages, had been extremely prolifio, whfle in the colonies, 
aocoidii^ to that wise allotment of Fh>vidence, which ever 
seems to regulate the functions of our nature by our wants ; but 
the instant it was reconveyed to the populous island of Britsain, 
it entirely lost its reputation ibr fhiitiulness. Sir lionel lived to 
a good age, married, but died childless ; notwithstanding; when 

is body lay in state, it was under a splendid rooi^ andin halls 
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m taftkiioM that Uiej would have afforded oomfortabk ftheltei 
Id the wMe fiimilj (^ Priam. 

By this Natality it became neiceesaiy to crosd the Atla&tie one^ 
more to find an heir to the wide domains of Rayenseliffe, aad to 
CBe of the oldest baroaetdeain the kingdom. 

We have planted and reared this genealogical tree to bit lit- 
tle purpose, if it be necessary to tell the reader tiiat the in^- 
ridual who had now become the head of his race was tbe 
orphan son of the deceased officer. He was married, and the 
father of one blooming boy, when this elevation, which was not 
unlooked for, occurred. Leaving his wife and diiild behind liim, 
Sir Lionel immediately pfooeeded to En^and to ' assert his 
rights and secure his possessions. As he was t^e nephew and 
acknowledged heir of the late incumbent, he met with no oppo- 
sition to the more important parts of his daims. Across the 
character and fortunes of this gent^man, however, a dark cloud 
had early passed, which prevented the common eye from read- 
ing tJie events of his life, like those of otJier men, in its open 
and intelli^ble movements. After bis accession to fortune und 
rank, but Iktle was known of him, even by his earliest and most 
intimate, associates. It was rumored, it is titue, that be bad 
been detained in En^and ibr two ye»s by a vetati6us conten- 
tion lor a potty appendage to bis large estates^ a controversy 
which was, however, known to have been decided in his favot, 
before be was tecalled to Boston by the sudden death of his 
wife* This cidamity be^ him during the period when- thd war 
of '56 was raging in its greatest violence : a time when the en- 
ergies of the odonies were directed to the assistance of the 
mother country, who^, according to the language of the ^ttf^ 
was aealously endeavoring to defeat the ambitious views of the 
French, in this hemisphere ; or, what amounted to the same 
tiling in effect, in struggMiig to advance her own. 

It was an interesting period, when the mild and peaceful 
cokmists were 'seen to shake off their habits of forbeatttnoe, And 
to ^nter into the strife with an alacrity and spirit tluit soon 
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emulatGd the utmost dating of their more practised confede- 
rates. To the amazement of all who knew his fortunes, Sir 
lioad lincoln was seen to embark in many of the most despe- 
rate adrentures l^at distanguished the war, with a hardihood 
that rather sought death than courted honor. He had been, 
like his father, trained to arms, bat the regiment in which he 
held the eommisdon of lieutenant-colonel, was serving his 
master in the most eastern <^ his dominions, while tiie uneasy 
Bcddier was thus rushing from point to point, hazar^ng his life, 
and more than once shedding his blood, in the enterprises that 
sig^alijnd the war in the most western. 

lUs dangerotbs oareer, however, was at length suddenly and 
mysteriously diecked. By the influence of some poweifol 
agency, that was never explained, tlie baronet was induced to 
take his son, and embark once more for Hie land of their fiithers, 
from whi<^ the former had never been known to return. For 
many years, all those inquiries which the laudaUe euriosity of 
&e townsmen and townswomen of Mrs. Lechtnere prompted 
them to make, concerning the &t& of her nephew (and we leave 
eftch of our readers todetermine iiteir numbers); were answered 
by that lady with the most courteoos reserve ; and sometimes 
with such exMltttions of emoidon, as we have already attempted 
tockscribe in her first interview with his son. But' constant 
dropping will wear away a stone. At first there were rumors 
that the baronet had committed -treason, and had been com- 
pelled to exchange Ravensdifie for a less comfortable dwelling 
in the Tower of London. This report was succeeded by that of 
an unfbrhmate private marriage with one of the j^ncesses of 
the house of Brunswick; but a reference to the calendars of the 
day fdiowed that there was no lady of a suitable age disen- 
gaged ; and this amour, so creditable to the provinces, was neces* 
sarily abandoned. Finally, the assertion was made, with much 
more of the confidence of truth, liiat the utibappy Sir Lionel 
was the tdnant of a private madhouse. 

The instant this rumor was circulated, a film fell from ererj 
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eye, and none were so blind as not to have seen indications al 
insanity in the baropet long before ; and not a few, were enabled 
to trace bis legitimate right to lunacy through the her^djkary 
bias of his race. To account for its sudden exhibition^ wm a 
more difficidt task, mi exercised the ingenuity of an ex<)eedingly 
ingenious people for a loog peno4v 

The more sentimental part of the coipomuQity, such . laa, the 
maidens and bachelors, and those, votaries of Hymen who had 
twice and tfirice proved the solacii^ power of the. god, did. not 
£eu1 to ascribe the misfortune of the baronet to the unhappy loa* 
of his wife; a lady to whom he was kpown. tp be |no$t paa- 
sionately attached. A few, the relics of the good cid sd^ool, 
under whose intellectual sway the inoamf^te persona of 90 nianj 
godless dealers in necromancy had been made to expiate for 
their abominations^ pointed to the calamity as, a nierited punish* 
ment oa the back^ding^ of a fmulj that had once, know^ the 
true faith; while a third, imd by no melons asmall class, com- 
posed of those worthies w;ho braved the elen^ents in Kii^g-streeti 
in quest of filthy lucre, did not hesitate tp say, that the sudden 
acquisition of vast wealth had driven n^y a better man mad. 
But the tinie was approaching, when the iKppare^tly irresistible 
propensity to speculate on the fortunes <^ a £^low-creature waa 
made tp yield to more important cpnaideratipns. 'Hie hour 
soon arrived when the merchant forgot his momientary interests 
to look keenly into the distant effects that were to succeed the 
movements of the day ; which taught the &natic the whole- 
some lesson, that Providence smiled most benefiipently on Ihose 
who most merited, by their own efforte, its favors ; and which 
even purged the breast of the sentimentalist of its sickly tenant, 
to be succeeded by the healthy and ennobling passion of love 
of country. 

It was about this period that the contest for prinaple between 
the Parliament of Great Britain and liie colonies of North 
America commenced, that in time led to those important re- 
sults which have established a nevr era in political liberty, tut 
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well as a mighty ernfMre. A brief glance at the nature of this 
eontporersj may assiBt in rendering many of the allusionft m 
this legend more intelligible to some of its readers. 

The increasing wealth of the pmvinces had attracted the 
notice of the English ministry so early as the year 1763. In 
that year the first effort to raiae a revenue which was to meet 
the exigencies of the empire, was attempted by the passage of a 
law to impose a duty on certain stamped paper, which was made 
necessary to give validity to contractis. This method of raising 
a revenue was not new in itself nor was the imposition heavy 
in amount. But the Americans, not iess sagacious than wary, 
perceived at a glance the importance of the principles involved 
in the admission of a right as belonging to any body to lay 
taxes, in which th^ were not repriasented. The question was 
not witkKit its difficulties, but the direct and plain argument 
was deacly on the side of the colonists. Aware of the force of 
thi^ reasons, and perhaps a little conscious of the strength of 
their numbers, they approached the subject with a spirit whidi 
betokened this consdousness, but with a coolness that denoted 
the finnness of their purpose. After a straggle of nearly two 
years, during which the law was rendered completely pibfidess 
by ih& unanimity among the people, as well as by a species of 
good-humored violence that rendered it exceedingly incon- 
veni^t, and perhaps a Httle dang^ousj to the servants of the 
crown to exercise their obnoxious functions, the ministry aban- 
doiied the measure. But, at the same time that the law was 
repealed, the Parliament maintfdoed its right to bind the colo- 
nies in all cases whatsoever, by recording a resolution to that 
effect in its joumalB. 

That an empire, whose several parti were separated by 
cceans, and whose inter^ts were so often conflicting, should 
become unwieldy, and fall, in time, by its own weight, was an 
event that all wise men must have expected to arrive. But, 
that the Americans did not contomplaie such a division at that 
early day, may be fairly inferred, if there were no other tea|i« 

4 
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mony ia the matter, hj the quiet and Bubmiasioii Uu^t per- 
vaded the colomes the instant that the repeal of the Stiio^ A^ 
was known. Had any desire £6r premature in^^odeade ex- 
isted, the Parliament had unwisely furnished, alwidantfuel to 
feed the flame, in the very resolution already mientioned. But, 
satisfied with the solid advantages they had secured, peaceful in 
their habits, and loyal in their feelii^, the coloiii^ts laughed 
at the empty dignity of their self-constituted rulen, while they 
congratulated each other on their own more subetantial suo- 
oess. If. the besotted servants of the king had learned wisdom 
by the past, the stcNm would have blown over, and another age 
would have witnessed, the events which we are about to. re- 
late. Things were hardly suffered, however, .to return to^ their 
old chamnels again, befove the ministry attempted to revive 
their claims by new impositions. The design.to jEaiaeA revenue 
had been defeated in the case of the Stamp Act, by .tlie refusal 
of the colonists to .use the . paper ;. but iiL the present instajice, 
ejtpadients were ad<^>ted, which, it was thought, woiild be more 
effdctive— as in the ease of tea, where the duty was paid by 
the East India Company in the first instance, and the exaction 
was to be made on the Americans, throdgh their appetites 
These new innovations on their rights were met by the colo- 
nists with the same. promptitude, but with much more of se- 
liousnessi than in the fonner instances. AH the provinees 
south. of the. Great Lakes acted in concot on this oceasion; 
and preparations were made to render not only tiieir remon- 
strances and petitions more impiressive by a unity of action, 
but their mote serious struggles also, should an appeal to force 
become necessary. The tea was stored or sent back to Eng- 
land, in most eases; though, in the town of Boston, a con- 
currence of circumstances led to the violent measure, on the 
part >f the people, of throwing a large quanti^ of the offensive 
artidQ iuto the sea. To punish this act, which took place in 
the early part of 1774, tlie port of Boston was closed, and 
differ^t laws were enacted iu ParlLiment^ which were intended 
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to biiiig the people back to a mnae of Hmr dependence on the 
Biilaah power. 

. Althoiigh the comf^nts of the oolonistg were hushed during 
iilie short imterral that had raoceeded the su^nskm of the 
efforts of the. mtnittry to tax them, the feelings of alienation 
whidi weie engeiv^ted by the attempt had not time to be lost 
before the obnoxious subject was revived in its new shape. 
Erom It 69 'to the period of our'tale, all the yofmger part of 
the population off the pnmnoes had grown into mimhood, but 
they were no longer imbued with that profound respiBot for the 
m6iher<.eoiintry which had been transitiitted from their ances- 
toiSy or with that d^ loyalty to Hie iorown that tisually ohar- 
aetsrizes a people who view the pligeant of royalty through 
the mediniB of distance. Still) those who guided the -feelings 
and ooBtroBed tiie judgments of the Amerieftns Were avetse to 
a disiiiembennent of the ^npire, a* measure which they con- 
tinued to believe hodi impolitio and unnatural. 
. in the mean time, thoogik equally leluctant to shed Uood, 
the advene parties prepared for that final str^gliB which 
seined to be unacvcii^Lbiy approaching, f h^ situation of the 
cok>nies was naw«oi peeuliap) that it may be doubted < whether 
history ^ormahes a, pceeiae parallel. Their fealty to the prince 
was eveiy where acknowledged, while the laws' which em^ated 
from his: counsellorB were suilenly disregarded and set at 
naught Ekeh province possessed its distinct govemmeni^ and 
in most *of them the political influence of the crown was direct 
and great; but the tame had arrived when it was superseded 
by a moral feeling that defied the machinations and intrigues 
of the ministry. Such of the provincial legislatures as pos- 
sessed a majority of the ^ Sons of liberty,'? as they who re> 
nsted thd uloconstitulional attempts of the ministry were termed, 
elected delegates to meet in. a general congress to consult on the 
ways and means of effecting the common objects. In one or 
two provinces, where the inequality of representation affoi^led 
a dlWerent result, the people supplied tlie deficiencies by aeting 
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Id their ori^^iitfl capacity. This body, meeting, uolike conspir- 
ators, with the fearless confidence of integrity, and aoUng under 
the excit^mont of a revolution in sentiment^ possessed an Influ- 
ence which, at- a later day, has been denied to their more le- 
gally oonstituied successors. Their reconmiendations possessed 
all the validity of laws, without incurring Uieir odium. While, 
as the organ of their fellow-subjects, they still continued to pe- 
tition and remonstrate, they did not forget to oppose, by such 
means as w^re tilien thought expedient^ the of^pressive measures 
of the ministry. 

An asBociittion was recommended to the people, for those 
purposes that are amply expressed in the three divisions which 
were signiflcar.tiy given to the subjects, in calling them by the 
several names of ^non-importation," ^non-exportation," and 
^^ non-consimiption resolutions." These negative ej^pedients 
were all that was constitutionally in their power, and, thxough- 
out the whole controversy, there had been a guarded care not 
to exceed the limito which the laws had affixed to the rights 
of the subject. Though no overt act of resistance was commit- 
ted, they did not^ however, neglect such means as were attain- 
able, to be prepared for the last evil, whenever it ^ould arrive. 
In this manner, a feeMng of resentment and disafiection was 
daily increasing throughout the provinces, while in Massachu- 
setts Bay, the more inmiediate scene of our story, the disorder 
in the body politic seemed to be inevitably gathering to its 
head. 

The great principles of the controversy had been blended, in 
different places, with various causes of local complaint, and in 
none more than in the town of Boston. The inhabitants of this 
place had been distinguished for an early, open, and fearless re- 
sistance to the ministry. An armed force had long leen 
thought necessary to intimidate this spirit, to effect which the 
troops were drawn from different parts of the provinces, and 
oonoentrated in this devoted tovm. Eariy in 1774, a rnih* 
tary man was placed in the executive chair of the provinoe, 
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jmd an attitude V>f more determination was assumed by the 
goremment One of the first acts of this gentleman^ who held 
the h%fa staticn of lieutenant-general, and who commanded all 
the forces of the king in America, was to dissolve the colonial 
ass^DEibly. Aboiit the same time a new charts was seni fixnn 
Eo^and, and a material change was cont^nplated in the polity 
of the eolonial goyemment. From this moment the power 
of the king, though it was not denied, became suspended in the 
province. A provincial congress was elected, and assembled 
within seven leagues of the capital, where they continued, from 
time to time, to adopt such nieasuies as the exigencies of the 
time were thought to render necessary. Men were enrolled, 
diaeii^ed, and armed, as well as the imperfect means of the 
colony would allow. These troops, who were no more than the 
61ite of the inhabitants, had little else to recommend them be- 
sides their i^irit, and their manual dexterity with firearms. 
From the expected nature of tiieir service, they were not un- 
aptly termed ^ minuteHnen." The munitions ct war were 
seized, tod hoarded with a care and dUigenee that showed the 
characttf of the- impending conflict 

On the other hand, General Gage adopted a similar course 
of preparation and prevention, by ^fortifying ' himself in the 
stronghold which he possessed, and by anticipating the inten- 
tions of the colonists, in their attempts to form magazines, 
whenever it was in his power. He had an easy task in the 
former, both fixun the natural situation of the place he occu- 
pied, and the species of force he commanded. 

Surrounded by broad and chiefiy by deep watei's, except at 
one extremely narrow point, and possessittg its triple hills, 
which are not commanded by any adjacent eminences, the 
peninsula of Boston could, with a competent garrison, easily bo 
made impregnable, especially when aided by a superior fleet. 
The works erected l^ the English general were, however, by no 
means of mi^nitude ; for it was well known that the whole 
paik of the cdonists could not exceed some half dozen pieces 
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of field artillery, with a small battering train that must h^ en 
imlj oomposed of old and eumbrous ship-guns. Gonsequeutiy, 
when Lionel airiTed in. Boston, he found a few batteries thrown 
up on the eminences, some of which were intended as much to 
control ihe town, as to repel an ^lemy fix>m without, while 
lines were drawn across the neck which conmiunicated with 
the nudn. . The gacrison consisted, of souMthing less than five 
thousand men, besides which there was a fiuctoating force 
of seamen and liiarines, as thayessels of war arrived and de- 
parted 

All this time, there was no other interruption to the iiiter- 
c6ur8e between the town and the country, than such as' una- 
voidaibly succeeded the stagnation of trade, and the d&tmst 
engendered by the aspect of affidrs. Though numberless &mi* 
lies had deserted their homes, many k|K>wn whigs continued 
to dwell in their habitations, where their ears were deafened by 
the sounds of ihe British drums, and where their spirits were 
but too of^n galled by the sneers of Ihe officers, on the unconath 
milit^ preparations of their countrymen. Indeed, an fanpres- 
siou had spread flEuiher than among the idle and thoughdess 
youtha of the army, that the ' ciofamists were but little gifted 
mik Btaftialqualitaeis; and many <^ their best firieiidft ip £u« 
rope were m dread, lest an appeal to force should put the con* 
tested points forever at rest, by proving ihe incompetency of the 
Americans to maintain themi to the kst extremity. 

In this manner, both parties stood at bay; tiie people living 
in perfect order and quiet, withoiit the administration of law, 
suUen, vigilant, andj through their leniers, secretly alert ; and 
the army, gay, haughty, aud careless of the consequencea^ 
though &r from being oppressive briinsolent, until aftar the de- 
feat of one or two abortive ecECundons into ihe Co^try in quest 
of arms. £)ach hoiir, h6wever,'was rapidly adding to the disaf- 
feotioii on one side, and to the contempt and resentment om the 
other, through numberless pubHo and private oaases, that be* 
long rather to history than to a l^eind like this. All extraor^ 



dioaiy occupations were suspen<led, and men awuted tlie cou.-su 
of things in saxiouB especlal.ion. It was known that the Par- 
liament, iiist«ad of retracing their political errors, had imposed 
3ew restraints, and, as has heen mentioned, it was also ru- 
mored that regiments and fleets were on their waj to enfort-e 
them. 

How long a country could exist in such a primeval condi- 
tion remained to be seen, though it was difficult to say when 
or how it was to termiuat^. The people of the land appeared 
to slumber ; but, like vi^Iant and wary soldiers, they might be 
said to aleep on their arms ; while the troops assumed, each 
day, more of that fearful preparation which gires, even to the 
trained warrior, a more martial aspect — though both parties 
■till coatimwd to manifest a boeombg reluctance to shed 
Wood 
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CHAPTER VI. 

'^ Would be were Mbet :— bat I fear him not :— 
Beldom be smiles ; and smiles in snob a sort, 
As if be moeked liimself, and scorned bia spfarit 
Tbat oonld be moved to smile at any thing.** 

JuumCjBAB. 

In the course of the succeeding week, Lionel. acquiie4 a 
knowledge of many minor circumstances relating to the condi- 
tion of the colonies, which may be easily imagined as inddental 
to the times, but which would greatly exceed our limits to re* 
late. He was receired by his brethren in arms with that sort 
of cordiality that a rich, high-spirited, and free, if not a jovial 
comrade, was certain of meeting among men who lived chiefly 
for pleasure and appearance. .Certain indications of more than 
usually important movements were discovered among the 
troops the first day of the week, and his own condition in the 
army was in some measure affected by the changes. Instead 
of joining his particular re^ment, he was ordered to hold him- 
self in readiness to take a command in the light corps, which 
had begun its drill for the service that was peculiar to such 
troops. As it was well known that Boston was Major Lincoln's 
plaTof nativity, O^e coaunander4n-chief, with the' indulgence 
and kindness of his character, granted to him, however, a short 
respite from duty, in order that he might indulge in the feel- 
ings natural to his situation. . It was soon generally understood 
that Major Lincoln, though intending to serve with the army 
in America, should the sad alternative of an appeal to arms 
become necessary, had permission to amuse himself in such a 
manner as he saw fit, for two months from the date of his arri- 
val. Those who afiected to be more wise than common, sa^r, 
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or thought they saw, in this arrangement, a deep-laid plan on 
the part of Gage, to nse the influence and address of the young 
provincial among his connections and natural friends, to draw 
them back to those sentimentB of loyalty which it was feared so 
many among them had forgotten to entertain. But it was the 
characteristic of the times to attach importance to trifling inci- 
dents, and to suspect a concealed policy in movements which 
emanated only in inclination. 

There was nolhing, however, in the deportment, or manner of 
life adopted by Lionel, to justify any of these conjectures. He 
continued to dwell in the house of Mrs. Lechmere, in person, 
though, unwilling to burden the hospitality of his aunt too 
heavily, he had taken lodgings in a dwelling at no great dis- 
tance, where his servants resided, and where it was generally 
understood that his visits of ceremony and friendship were to 
be received. Captain Polwarth did not fail to complain loudly 
of this arrangement, as paralyzing at once all the advantages he 
had anticipated from enjoying the entr6 to the dwelling of his 
mistress, in the right of his friend. But as the establishment 
of Lionel was supported with much of that liberality which was 
becoming in a youth of his large fortune, the exuberant light- 
infantry oflScer found many sources of consolation in the change, 
which could not have existed had the staid Mrs. Lechmere 
presided over the domestic department. Lionel and Polwarth 
had been boys together at the same school, members of the 
same college at Oxford, and subsequently, for many years, com- 
rades in the same corps. Though, perhaps, no two men in their 
regiment were more essentially different in mental as well as 
physical constitution; yet, by that unaccountable caprice which 
causes us to like our oppoeites, it is certain that no two gentle- 
men in the service were knovm to be on better termA, or to 
maintain a more close and unreserved Intimacy. It is unneces- 
sary to dilate here on this singular friendship ; it occurs every 
day, lletween men still more discordant, the result of acddent 
and habit, and is often, as in the present instance, cemented by 
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unconquerable good-uatttre in 0116 of the parlies. For Uiiii 
latter qualificatiou Captain Potwartb was eminent^ if for no 
other. It contributed quite as much as hia jsoience in, the art of 
living, to the thriying condition of tbe corporeal moiety of the 
man, and it rendered a eonununion with the losa material part 
at all times inoffensive, if not agreeable. 

On the present o<k)asion, the captain took charge of the in- 
ternal economy of Lioners lodgings, with a Z6al which> he did 
not even pretend was disinterested. By the rules of the legi- 
ment he was compelled to live nominally with the mess, wh^re 
he hund his talents aiul his wishes fettered by divers indispen* 
sable regulations, and economical practices, that ooyid not be 
easily overleaped ; but with Lionel, just such an opportunity 
offered for establishing rules of his own, and disregarding exr 
penditure, as he had be^a long pining for in secret. Though 
the poor of the town w:ere, in the absence* of employment,. ne)>- 
cessarUy supported by large contributions of money, dothii^ 
and food, whi<5h v^ere transmitted to their aid from the further- 
most 'parts of the colonies, the markets were not yet wanting'in 
all the necessaries of life, to those who enjoyed the means of 
purchasing. With this dispositipn of things, therefore, he be- 
came well cpntenl;, and within the first fortnight after the arrival 
of Lionel, it became known to the mess, that Captain Polwarth 
took his cBnnets regularly with his old friend, ^ajor Lincoln; 
though in truth the latter was enjoying, more thfin half the 
time, the hospitality of the respective tables of the officers of 
the staff. 

In the m<ean time Lionel cultivated hi^ acquaintance in Tro- 
mbnitrfitr^ whfire he still slept, with an interest and assiduity 
that the awkwardness of his first interview would not have 
tanght us to expect . With Mrs. Lechmere, it is true^ he made 
but little progress in intiniacy; for, equally formal, though 
polite, she was at all times enshrouded in a cloud of artific ial, 
but cold management, that gave him little opportunity^ had he 
pbssessed the desire, to break throu^ the reserve of her ealcu- 
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latiug temperament With his more youthful kin&womeiii ihe 
case was, however, in a very few days, entirely reversed. Agues 
Danforth, who had nothing to conceal, began insensibly to yield 
to the manliness and grace of his manner, and before the end 
of the first week, she. maintained the r^hts of the colonists, 
laughed at the follies of the officers, and then acknowledged 
her, own prejudices, with a familiarity f^d good-humor that 
spou made her, in her turn, a favorite with her English cousin, 
as she termed Lionel. But he found the demeanor of Cecil 
Dynevor much more embarrassing, if not inexplicable. For 
days she would be distant, silent, and haughty, and then again, 
as it were by sudden impulses, she became easy and natural ; 
her whole soul beaniing in her speaking eyes, or her innocent 
and merry humor breajdng through the boundis of her restrainti 
and rendering not o^ly herself but all firound her, happy and 
delightedf FuU many m hour did Lionel ponder on this uo;- 
accpuntable diierence in the manner of this young lady, at 
different, moments. Ih<^e was a secret e|:citement in the very 
caprices of her humors, that had a piquant interest in his eyes^ 
and which, lud^ by her, exquisite form and intelligent face, 
gradually induced him to become a more close obs^ver of their 
w^rwardnesB, and consequently a more assiduous attendant on 
her movementii. Li consequenee of this assiduity, the manner 
of Cecil grew, almost imperceptibly, less variable, aB4 T^ore uni- 
formly fiuscinating, whil^ Liond, by some unaccountable over- 
sight, soon fcfrgot to notice its changes, or even to miss the 
excitement. 

In a minted. soci^tyf where pleasure, company, and a multi- 
tude of ojbject^ cionspired ti> di^traet the atteQtion, such altera- 
tions wou}d.bd th^ result of au int^^roourse for mouths, if they 
ever occun'ed; bull; in a town lilce Boston, from which most of 
those with whoni Cecil had on4e mingled were already fled, and 
where, c^useqiiently, those who remained behind lived chiefly for 
theiiMelvea and by themselves, it was no more than the obvious 
effect of very apparent causes. In this ^nanner something like 
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good-will, if not a deeper interest in each other, was happil} 
effected within that memorable fortnight, which was teeming 
with events vastly more important in their results than any that 
can appertain to the fortunes of a single iiEmiilj. 

The ¥rinter of 1774-5 had been as remarkable for its mild- 
ness, as the spring was cold and hngering. Like every season 
in our changeable climate, however, the chilling days of Msureh 
and April were intermingled with some, when a genial sun re- 
called the ideas of summer, which, in their turn, were succeeded 
by others, when the torrents of cold rain, that drove before the 
easterly gales, would seem to repel every advance towards a 
milder temperature. Many of those stormy days occurred in 
the middle of April, and during their continuance Lionel was 
necessarily compelled to keep himself housed. 

He had retired from the parlor of Mrs. Lechmere, one even- 
mg, when the rain was beating against the windows of the 
house, in nearly horizontal lines, to complete some Letters which, 
before dining, he had commenced to the agent of his family, in 
England. On entering his own apartment he was startled to 
find the room, which he had left vacant, and which he ex^ 
pected to find in the same state, occupied in a manner that he 
could not anticipate. Th» light of a strong wood fire was blaz- 
ing on the hearth, and throwing about, in playful changes, the 
flickering shadows of the furniture, and magnifying each object 
into some strange and fantastical figure. As he stepped within 
the door, his eye fell upon one of these shadows, which extended 
along the wall, and, bending against the ceiling, exhibited the 
gigantic but certain outlines <^ the human form. Recollecting 
that he had left his letters open, and a little distrusting the dis 
cretion of Meriton, Lionel advanced lightly, for a few feet, so &r 
as to be able to look round the drapery of his b^ad, and, to his 
amazement, perceived that the intruder was not his valet, but 
the aged stranger. The old man sat holding in his hand the 
open letter which Lionel had been writing, and continued so 
deeply absorbed in its contents that the footsteps of the other 
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were still disr^^ded* A large coarse oyercoat, dripping with 
water, concealed mostof bia person, though the white hairs that 
strajed about his face and the deep lines of his remarkable 
countenance could not be mistaken. 

^ I was ignorant of this unexpected yisit," said Jiionel, ad- 
vancing quickly into the centre of th^ room, ^ or I should not 
have been so tardy in returning to my apartment, where, air, I 
fear you must hare found your time irksome, with nothing but 
that scrawl to amuse you.^ 

The old man dropped the paper from before his features, and 
betrayed, by the action, the large drops that followed each other 
down his hollow cheeksy until they fell eren to the floor. The 
haughty and displeased look disappeared from the countenance 
of Lionel at this sight, and he was on the point of speaking in 
a more conciliating manner, when the stranger, whose eye had 
not quailed before the angry frown it encountered, anticipated 
his intention. 

'^I comprehend you, Major LiiKwln,'* he said, calmly ; *^but 
tiiere can exist justifiable reasons for a greater breach of faith 
than this of which you accuse me. Accideiit,'and !not intention^ 
has put me in possession, here, of your most secareit thoughts on 
a subject that has deep interest for me. Yott have urged me 
often, during our yoyage, to make you acquainted with all that 
you most desire to know ; to which request, as you may remem- 
ber, T have ever been silenf 

" You have said, sir, that you are mast^ of a secret in which 
my feelings, I will acknowled^ are de^ljr Interested, and 1 
have urged you to remove my dbubte by declaring the truth ; 
but I do not perceive — ^ 

^ How a desire to possess my se<aet gives me a claim to in- 
quire into yoms, yon would say," interrupted the stranger ; '^nor 
does it. But an interest in your affairs^ that you cannot yet 
understand, and which lis vouched for by these scalding tears, 
the first that have fallen in years from a fountain that I had 
thought dried, should and must satisfy vou." 
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'^It does,'' said Lionel, deeply affected by die melancholy 
tones of his voice; '*it does, it does, and I will listen to no 
farther explanation on the unpleasant subjeot Yon see Nothing 
there, I am sure, of which a son can have season to be ashained." 

^I see much here, Lionel Lincoln, ci which a fath^. would 
have reason to be proud," returned the old man. '* It wm th« 
filial love whidi you have displayed in^ this paper which liaa 
drawn these drops from my eyes; for he who has lived as I 
have done, beyond the age of man, without knowing the love 
that the parent feels for its oflbpiing, or which the child be^un 
to the author of its being, must have outlived his natural sym* 
pathies, not to be conscious of hiis miaforlunej when chai&ce 
makes him sensible of affections like these.** 

^ You have never been a Either, then.?** Asad lionel, drawing 
a chair nigh to his aged companion, and seating himself with 
an air of powerful interest that he could not controL. 

^ Have I not told you that I am alone ?'* returned the old 
man, with a solemn manner. After .an impresfflve pause, he 
continued, though his tones were husky and low, -^ I have been 
both husband and parent in my day, but 'tis bo. long sin6e that 
no sel&h tie remains to bind me to earth. Old i^ is the neigh*- 
bor of death, and the chill of the grave is to be fi)und in ii» 
wannest breathings." 

"Say not so," interrupted Lionel, "for you do mjustice to 
your own warm nature — ^you forget, your zeai in. behalf of what 
you deem these oppressed colomes." 

"*Tis no more than ihe flickenng of the dyin^ lamp, which 
flares and dazzles most when its source of heat is nighest to ex- 
tinction. But though I may not in&se into ycmr bosom a 
warmth that I do not possess myself^ I can point out the dan- 
gers with which life abounds, and serve aa a; beaooii wh^i no 
longer useful as a pilot It is fbrsuch a purpose^ Major Lincoln, 
that I have braved the tempest of to-night" 

" Has any thing occurred which, by rendering danger press^ 
Ing, can make such an exposure necessary ?" 



^ Lode at me," teid tJie old mat, earnestly : ^ I bave seen 
most of this Nourishing cotAitry $ wilderness; my roooUection 
goes back into those periods when the savage and the beast ot 
the forest contended with our fiith^rs for much of that sail which 
now supports its hundreds of thousands in pleaty ; and my time 
is to be numbered, not by yean, but by 9ges. For such a being, 
think you there can yet be many months, or Weeks, or eren 
days in store ?" 

lionel dtopped his eyes, in embarraasolent, to the floor, as be 
answered—— 

' ^ You ainnbt hatve tery many years, surely, to hope lor ; bat 
with the activity and tenkpetance you possess, days and months 
confine you, I trust, iu hmita much too small.'' 

^Whatr exclaimed the other, stretching forth a colorless 
hand, id Which even the ptominent veins partook in the appear^ 
ance of a general decay of nature ; ^ with these wasted limbs, 
these gray hairs, and this erunken and sepulchral cheek, would 
you talk to me of years I to me, who have not the efirontery to 
petition for even minutes, were they worth the prayer — so long 
already has been my probation T' 

^* It is certainly time to think of the change, when itap 
proaches so very near." 

" Well, then, Lionel Lincoln, old, feeble, and on the threshold 
of eternity as I stand, yet am I not nearer to my grave than 
that country, to which you have pledged your blood, is to a 
mighty convulsion, which will shake her institulipna to their 
foundations." 

'* I cannot admit the signs of the times to- be quite so por- 
tentous as your fears would make them," said Lionel, smiling a 
little proudly. " Though the worst that is apprehended should 
arrive, England will fed the shock but as the earth bears an 
eruption of one of its volcanoes ! But we talk in idle figures, 
sir : know you any thing to justify the apprehension of imme- 
diate danger ?" 

The face of the stranger lighted with a sudden and startling 
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gleam of intelHgenoe, and a sarcastic smile passed acrofls hii 
wan features, as he answered slowly — 

" They only have cause to fear, who will be the losers by th« 
change I A youth who casts off the trammels of his guardians 
is not apt to doubt his ability to goyem himselfl England has 
held these colonies so long in leading-strings, that she forgets 
l:er offspring is able to go alone." 

" Now, sir, you exceed even the wild projects of the most 
daring among those who call themselves the 'Sons of liberty' — 
as if liberty existed in any place more favored or more nurtured 
than under the blessed Constitution of England I The utmost 
required is what they terra a redress of grievances, many of 
which, I must think, exist only in ima^nation.^' 

** Was a stone ever known to roll upward ? Let there be 
but one drop of American Mood spilt in anger, and its stain 
will become indelible/' 

•* Unhappily, the experiment has been already tried ; and yet 
years have rolled by, while England keeps her footing and au- 
thority good." 

" Her authority !" repeated the old man : " see you not, 
Major Lincoln, in the forbearance of this people, when they felt 
themselves in the wrong, the existence of the very principles 
that will render them invincible and unyielding when right ? 
But we waste our time — ^I came to conduct you to a place 
where, with your own ears, and with your own eyes, you may 
hear and see a little of that spirit which pervades the land. 
You wiU foUow r 

**Kot, surely, in such a tempest !" 

" This tempest is but a trifle to that which is about to break 
upon you, unless you retrace your steps ; but follow, I repeat : 
if a man of my years disregards the night, ought an English sol* 
dier to hesitate !" 

The pride of Lionel was touched ; and remembering an en- 
gagement he had previously made with his aged friend to ac- 
company him to a scene like this, he made such changes in hit 
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Jress as would serre to eonoeal his profession, threw on a large 
cloak to protect his person, and was about to lead the waj him 
Bel^ when he was aroused by the voice of the other. 

^ You mistake' the route^" he said : " this is to be a secret, 
and I hipe a profitable yisib— none must know of your pres* 
snce ; and if you are a worthy son of your honorable &ther, 
1 need hardly add that my faith is pledged for your discre* 
tion." 

*^ The pledge will be respected, sir," said Lionel, haughtily ; 
"' but in order to see what you wish, we are not to remain 
here T 

" Follow, then, and be silent," said the old man, turning and 
opening the doors which led into a little apartment lighted by 
one of those smaller windows already mentioned in describing 
the exterior of Uie building. The passage was dark and nar* 
row ; but, observing the warnings of his companion, Lionel 
succeeded in descending, in safety, a flight of steps which 
formed a private communication between tJie offices of the 
dwelling and its upper apartments. They paused an instant at 
the bottom of the stairs, where the youth expressed his amaze* 
ment that a stranger should be so much more familiar with 
the building than* he who had for so many days made it his 
home. 

" Have I not often told you," returned the old man, with a 
severity in his voice which was even apparent in its stipprefised 
tones, " that I have known Boston for near a hundred years ? 
How many edifices like this does it ^ntain, that I should not 
have noted its erection I But follow in silence, and be pru- 
dent" 

He now opened a door which conducted them' through one 
end of the building, into the oourt^yard in which it was situ- 
ated. As they emerged into the open air, Lioaiel perceived the 
figure of a man, crouching under the walls, as if seeking a shelter 
from the driving rain. The moment they appeared, this persoR 
arose, and followed as they moved towards t&e street 
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"Ape we not watched?'' mi Liom\ stopping to face th( 
ufikiiowB. " Whom have we akulking ia our footsteps ?" 

'* 'lis the boy," said the old man — ^for whom we muat.adopi 
the name of Ealph, which it wcnild appear was the usual term 
used bj Job wheu addressing his moithej^'s guest — ^^^'tis the bpj, 
and be can do us no harm. God has grai^d to him a knowl- 
edge between much of what is good and that which is evil, 
though the mind of the child is, at times, sadly weakened by 
his bodily aihngs. His heart, however, is with his country, at 
a moment when she needs all hearts to maintain her rights." 

The young British officer bowed his head to meet the tem* 
pest^ and smiled scornfully within the folds of his cloak, which 
he drew more closely around his form, as they met the gale in 
the open street3 of the town. They had passed swiftly through 
many narrow and crooked ways, before another word was uV 
teied between the advelitar^s. Lionel mused on the singular 
and indejSinable interest that he took in the moirements of his 
companion, which could draw him at a time like, this frcmx the 
shelter of 3£r8. Lechmaieli toqi, to wander he knew not whither, 
and on an iscra&d whi6h might even be dangerous to his per* 
son. Sdll hd followdd, unhesitaitiiigly ; for with these passing 
thoughte were blended the reedlectaon of the m<py recent and 
interesting communications he had held with the old man,dai> 
ing their long and clos^ assodadon* in the ship; nor was he 
itanling in a natural interest for all that involTed the safety 
and lu^^iness df the place <^ his birth. He kept the form oi 
his ag^ g;uide in his eye, as the other moved before him, care- 
less of the tempest which beat on his withered frames and he 
heard the heavy footsteps of Job in his rear, who had closed so 
near his own person,' as to share, in some measure, in the sheltei 
of his amplie doiik. But no other living beii^g seepied to have 
ventured abroad; and even the few sentinels they passed,- in- 
stead of padng iti front of those doors which it was their duty 
to guard, wete o<mcealed behind the angles of walls, or sought 
shelter under the projections of some favoring roof. At mo- 
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ments tiie mud nuhed into the matow areoxLes of the streeta, 
ak>iig which it swept^ with « noise not nnliko the hoUow roar* 
ing of the sea, and with a yiolence which was nearly iireaisti- 
ble. At such times, Lionel was compelled to pause, and even 
frequenliy to recede a little from his path, while his guide, sup* 
poirted by his high purpose, and* hut little obstrueted. l^ his gar* 
ments, seemed; to tiiie bewildered imagination of his follower, 
to glide through the night witl^ « facility that was supemalural. 
At length the old man, who had got some distance ahead o£ hia 
followers, suddenly paused, and idlowed JAoteL to approach to 
his side. The latter observed, with, aurprise, that he had stop- 
ped before the root and stump of a tree, which had once gi?own 
on the borders of a street^ and which appeared to havd been Vd- 
cenilyMled. 

^ Do you see this remnant of the £lm T aaid Ralph, when the 
others had stopped also. '^ Their axes htm .succeeded in de- 
stroying the mother plant, but her scions are flourishing through* 
out a continent P 

' ^ i do not comprehend you," returned LSonel ; ^ I see here 
nothing butthe stump of some tree ; sui^y the ministero of the 
king are not answerable that it stancb no longer P 

^ The' ministers of the kii^ atre ani^werable to their master, 
that it has ever beebme what it is : but speak to the ^y at 
your side ; he will tett you of its yirtues." 

Lionel toniBd towards Job, and perceived, :by the obactte 
light of the moon, to his surprise, that &b changeUng. stood with 
his head bared to the storm, regarding the root with an /extra* 
<ffdinary degree of rev^iienoe; 

'^This is all a mystery to me," he said ; '^ what do you know 
abouitidastump tost^ndinaiieo^boyr , , 

^ Tis the root 6f « Liberty-tiee,' " said Job, "and 'tis wicked 
to pjna it without making your manners r 

" And what has this tree done ht liberty, that it has merited 
so tatteh' respect P. 

** What 1 why, did you ever eee a tree afore ibis that could 
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wnte and give noticeB of to^m-meetiii'*da% or that ooold tell 
the people what the king meant to do with the tea and hia 
stamps I" 

*^ And could this macvellous tree work such nuracles V* 

^ To be 8ure it could, and it did, too. You let stingy Tommy 
think to get above the people with any of his eunning over 
night, and you might come here next morning, and read a 
warning on the bark of this tree, that would tell all about it, 
and how to put down his deviltries, written out fiiir, in a hand 
as good as Mast^ LoveQ himself could put. on paper, the best 
day of his grand scholarship." 

**And who put the paper there?" 

** Who 1" exclaimed Job, a little positively ; " why. Liberty 
came in the night, and pasted it up herself When Nab 
couldn^t get a house to live in. Job used to sleep under the tree, 
sometimes ; and many a night has he seen Liberty vidth his own 
eyes come and put up the paper." 

" And was it a woman I" 

"Do you think Liberty was such a fool as to eomt every 
time in woman's clothes^ to be foUowed by the rake-helly sol- 
diers about the streets!" said Job, with great contempt in his 
manner. "Sometimes she did, though, and sometimes she 
didn't, just as it happened. And Job i^as in the tree when old 
Noll had to give up his ungodly stamps ; though he didn't do it 
till the ^ Sons of Liberty* had chucked his stamp-shop in the 
dock, and hung him and Lord Boot together^ on the branches of 
the old Mm I" 

"Ilung!" said Lionel, unconsciou^y drawing back from the 
spot ; ** was it ever a gallows f " 

"Yes, for iffigies," said Job, landing; "I wish you could 
have been here to see how the M boot, with Satan sticking out 
on't," whirled about when they swung it off] They give the old 
boy a big shoe to put his doyen hiiff in I" 

Lionel, who was familiar with the peculiar sound that his 
townsmto gave to the letter u, now comprehended the allusion 
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to the Earl of Bute^ and, beginning to undeisiand more dearly 
ihe n^M^oro of tlie tranaaQtiona and the uses to whioh that men- 
orable tree bad been applied, he expressed bis desire to pro- 
ceed. 

The old man had suffered Job to make his own explanations, 
tlipngb not without a curious interest in the e&ct they would 
{MTodufCe on Lionel; but the instant the request was made to 
adranoe, be tojrned, and onee more led the way. Their course 
was now directed more towards the wharves ; nor was it long 
before tliieir conductor turned into a narrow court, and entered 
a house of rather mean appearance, without even observing the 
fonnality of announcing his visit by the ordinary summons of 
rapping, at its door. A long; narn>w, and dimly-lighted passage 
conducted tliein to a spacious apartment far in the court, which 
a{]^>eared to have be^ fitted at » place for the reception of 
large assemblages of people. In this room wet^ colleoted at 
least a hundred men, seemingly intent on some object of more 
than usual interest, by the gravity and senouaness of demeanor 
apparent in every countenance. 

As it waa Sunday, the first impression of Lionel, on entering 
the rootq, was, that his old friend, who often betrayed a keen 
sensibility on subjects of religion, had brought him there with a 
design to listen to some fiivorite exhorter of his own peculiar 
tenets, and as a tacit reproach for a n^lect of the usual ordi- 
nances of that holy day, of which the conscience of the young 
man suddenly accused him, on finding himself unexpectedly 
mingled in such a throng. But after he had forced his person 
an^ong a dense body of men, who stood at the lower end of the 
apartment, and became a silent observer of the scene, he was 
soon made to perceive hia error. The weaOier had induced all 
present to appeiar in such garments aa were best aiiapted to pro- 
tect them from its fiury; and their exteriors were rough,* and 
perhapa a little forbidding ; but there waa a composure and de- 
cency in Uie air common to the whole assemUy, which denoted 
that they were men who posseaaed, in a high degree, the com* 
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mandiiig quality of self-respect. A very few minutes sufiicied 16 
teach liouel tihat he was iu the midst of a meeting ooUeoted to 
difsouss questiooB <M)iinected with th^ political movem^^itB <^ the 
times, though he felt himself a little at a loss to discover the 
precise reBnks it was intended to produccw «To every question 
ikepQ ireDd one or two ftpeakeT8,---4a(ien who ex{»*ed6ed their ideas 
in a fiuDlliv n««Mr, md with thepeeuffat tones and pronm- 
ciation.of the .province, ithkt left; no room to bdi^ve thexa- te be 
orators; of a higher cfaaffoctar. than thd me^aiuos aad tftidesaien 
of the town. Most^ if not all oif ibheia, wore an air of deliberiB^ 
tion and ccddness, that would have rendered* their «noerity in 
the canse they had apparently eepoiiaed A little equiyoeal, but 
for QQcaaional expressions of coarse, iand sometimes biting in- 
vective^ that tihey expended oq the ministers ol the crown, and 
for the perfect and firm upanimity that was maotfesited, as each 
expression of the conuaob fecHngifaa; taken, ^fterthe manner 
of deliberative bodies^ Oertain f esoluttons, in whkb the most 
xiaapectfiil.oemonsteanoes were sin^darly Jblehded with l^e bold- 
est assertions of constitutional pruneiplecs wer^ r^ad^ and fmmd 
mib^BsA .a diasentihg voice, though with a calmnefls that indi- 
cated, no very stnmg. excitement tionel was p^tdiarty struck 
with the laagnage of these wiitten opinion^ wMch. were ex- 
presae^ with a purity, and sometinMs with an elegance- of style, 
TFhicb i^ainly showed that the acquaint;ance df the sober artisan 
wUh the iostrument: through whose periods he was blundering, 
was quite xeceinty and .&r from being very intimate. The ey^» 
of the young acidic wandered from face to face with a strong 
desire to detect the secret inoven.of the e^jbene he was witoess- 
ing; n(» was he long without selecting one individHid as an 
d)Ject peculiarly deaervii^ of his sa«picion& It was a man 
apparently but just entering into middle age, of an app^irance, 
botli in person and in such parts of hia dress as escaped from 
beneath his overcoat, that denoted him to be of a ^lass alto- 
gether anperior to the mass of the assembly. A deep but manly 
respect was evidently paid to this gentleman by those who stood 
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nearest to liis pefson ; and ouoe oe twice tJbero were oioee and 
earnest oommunications passing between him and ike mcnre 
osteodUe leaden of the meeting, which, rouaed the- su^neions of 
lioDel in the manner related. Notwithstanding the secret dis- 
Uke that the English officer suddenly conceived against a man 
that he fisaicied was thus ahusiBg his powers, by urging others 
to acts of insubordination, he could not conceal from himself the 
fa^arakifi impression made by the open, fearless, and engaging 
oofii9tfanAace of the stnuoyger. lioiiel wioia so .sitmited as to be 
able to keep his person, which was partly concealed by tihe taller 
forms that surrounded hiih, in constant liew; nor. was it iong 
belbre his earnest aad curious gaae caught the attentioii of .the 
other. Glances of marked meaning were exchanged between 
them during the remainder of the evening, until the chairman 
announced that the objecla of the. convocation wm aocom- 
piished, and diflfiolved the meeting. 

lic^el raised, himself Irom.hisi redlining attittkie. against the 
wall, ;a|id. jubmitted to bcdurried by the. current of human 
bodies into the dark poisagev du^mghiwhich he faad<entet)ed the 
room. Here he lingered a moment^ with a tiew.to recover his 
lost contipanioni and with a secret wish to scan more narrowly 
the proceedings of the man whose air and manner had so long 
chained his attention. The crowd had sensibly diminished be- 
fore he was aware thai lew remaiued besides himself nor would 
he then have discovered that he was likely to become an object 
of 8tt&|Hciott to those few, had not a voice at his elbow recalled 
his reeolleelaoin. 

^ Does Major Lincoln meet his countrymen to-night as one 
who sympathizes in thc&r wrongs, or as tfae..fovofed and prosp 
pecotts officer of the Grownr asked the very man for who»* 
person he had so long been looking in vttn* 

''Is sympathy with the oppressed meompatible with loyalty 
to my prince )" demanded Lionel. 

"^Thai it is not,** said the stranger, in a fi-iendly accent, ^ is 
apparent from the conduct of many gallant Englishmen among 
86 
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iu^ who eBpouse our canse-^lmt we claim Major lAmxAxt as a 
ooimtiyiium.'' 

" Perhaps, sir, it would be indiscreet just now to disavow that 
title, let my dispositions be as thej ifiay," returned Lionel, smil* 
ing a little haughtily ; " this may not be as secure a spot in 
which to ayow one's sentiments, as the town common, or the 
palace of St James." 

"^ Had the kii^ been ]»!^eseiit to-night. Major Linc(^n, would 
he have heard a angle sentence exposed to that constitution, 
which has declared him a member too sacred to be offended V* 

^ Whatever may hare been the legality of your sentiments, 
sir, they surely have not been expressed in langu^ altogether 
fit for a royal ear.*^ 

^ It may not have been adulation, or even flattery, but it ia 
truth-'-a quality no less sacred than the rights of kings.'' 

^ This is neither a place nor an occasion, sir," said the young 
soldier, qniddy, ^to discuss the rights of our common master ; 
but i^ aa from your manner and your language I think not im- 
probable, we should meet hereafter in a higher sphere, you will 
not find me at a loss to vindicate his daims." 

The stranger smiled with meaning, and as he bowed before he 
fell back and was lost in the darkness of the passage, he replied—* 

^ Our &ther8 have often met in sudi society, I believe ; €rod 
Sorbid that their sons should ever encounter in a less friendly 
manner." 

Lionel, now finding himself alone, groped his way into Ihe 
street, where he perceived Ralph and the changeling in waiting 
for his appearance. Without demanding the cause of the oth- 
er's delay, the old man proceeded by the side of his companions, 
with the same indifference to the tempest as before, towards the 
residence of Mrs. Lechmere. 

"^ You have now had some evidence of the spirit that per- 
vades this people," said Ralph, after a few moments of silence ; 
**• think you still there is no danger that the volcano wil! ex- 
plode r 
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^ Surely every thing I have heard and seen to-night confirms 
such an opinion^" returned Lionel. ^Men on the threshold of 
rebellion seldom reason so closely, and with such moderation. 
Why, the very fuel for the combustion, the rabble themselves, 
discuss their constitutional principles, and keep under the mantle 
of law, as though they were a club of learned Templars." 

^ Think you that the fire will bum less steadily, because what 
you call the fuel has been prepared by the seasoning of time r 
returned Ralph. " But this comes from sending- a youth into 
a foreign land for his education I The boy rates his sober and 
earnest countrymen on a lev^ with the peasants of Europe.*' 

So much Lionel was aUe to comprehend ; but notwithstanding 
the old mm muttered vehemently to himself for some time 
longer, it was in a tone too indistinct for his ear to understand 
his meaning. When they arrived in a part of the town with 
which Lionel was £Eumliar, his aged guide pointed out his way, 
and took his leave, saying — . 

'^ I see that nothing but the last^ and dreadful argumient of 
fiwce, will convince you of the purpose of the Americans to 
resist their oppressors. God avert the evil hour I but when it 
shall ocwne, as eome it must, you will learn your eoror, young 
man, and, I trusty will not disregard the natural ties of country 
and kindred." 

Lionel would have spoken in reply, but the rapid steps of 
Ralph rendered his wishes vain ; lor, before he had time for 
utterance, his emaciated form was seen gliding, like an inunii- 
(erial being, through the sheets of driving rain, and was soon 
ioct to the eye, as it vanished in the dim shades of night, fol- 
lofwed by the more substantial frame of the idiot 

6 
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CHAPTER VII. 

** Sergeant, you shalL Thus are poor aerrltoni 
When others sleep upon their qaiet beds, 
GonstralAed to watoh in darkneasi rain, and coUL" 

Kora Hkhby VL 

Two or three days of fine, balmj, spring weaHi^ suoeeeileJ 
to the storm, during which Li(Miel saw no more of his aged 
fellow-voyager. Job, howerer, attached lumsttlf to the British 
sddier with a c<Hifiding helplessness that toudied the heart of 
his young protector, who gathei?od fh>m the circumstance a just 
opinion of the nature of the abuses that the unfortunate change ■ 
ling was frequently compelled to endure from the brutal soldiery. 
Meriton performed the functions of master of the wardrobe to the 
lad, by Lionel's express conmiands, with evidient disgust, but with 
manifest advantage to the external appearance, if with no very 
sensible evidence of having added to the.eom^Mrt of his charge. 
During this short period, the slight impressioa made on Lionel by 
the scene related in the preceding chapter, faded before the 
cheerful changes of the season, and the increasing interest 
which he felt in the society of his youthful kinswomen. Pol- 
warth relieved him from all cares of a domestic nature, aud the 
peculiar shade of sadness, which at times had be^ so very per- 
ceptible in his countenance, was changed to a look of a more 
brightening and cheerful character. Polwarth and Lionel had 
found an officer, who had formerly served in the same regiment 
with them in the British Islands, in command of a company of 
grenadiers, which formed part of the garrison of Boston. This 
gentleman, an Irishman, of the name of M'Fuse, was qualified 
to do great honor to the culinary skill of the officer of light 
infantry, by virtue of a keen natural gusto for whatever pos- 
sessed the inherent properties of a savory taste, though utterly 
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destitute of any of that remarkable scientific knowledge wUcli 
might be said to distinguish the other in the art He waa^ in 
consequence of this double claim on the notice of Lionel, a 
Sequent guest at the nightly banquets prepared by Polwarth. 
Accordingly, we find him, on the evening of the third day in 
the week, seated with his two fiiends around a board plentifully 
garnished by the care of that gentlenum, on the pr^)arationa 
for which more than usual skill had been exerted, if the repeated 
declarations of the disciple of Heliogabalua^ to th^t effect, were 
entitled to ordinary credit 

" In shorty Major Lincoln,'' said Folwarth, in continuance of his 
favorite theme, while seated before the table, ^ a man may live 
anywhere, provided he possesses food — ^in England, or out of 
England, it matters not Raiment may be necessary to appear- 
ance, but food is the only indispensable that nature has imposed 
on the animal world ; and, in my opinion, here is a sort of obli- 
gation on every man to be satisfied, who has wherewithal to 
appease the cravings of his appetite. Captain MTuse, I will 
thank you to cut that sirloin with the grain." 

'^ What matters it, PoUy^'' said the captain of grenadiers, with 
a slight Irish accent, and with the humor of his countrymen 
strongly depicted in his fine, open, manly features, ^ which way 
a bit of meat is divided, so there be enough to allay the cravings 
of the appetite ?" 

^ It is a collateral assistance to nature that should never be 
neglected,^ returned Polwarth, whose gravity and seriousness 
at his banquets were not easily disturbed : ^ it facilitates masti- 
cation and aids digestion, two considerations of great import- 
ance to military men, sir, who have frequently such little time 
for the former, and no rest after their meals to complete the 
latter." 

"He reasons like an army contractor, who wishes to make 
one ration do the work of two, when transportation is high," 
^d M*Fuse, winking to Lionel. " According to jovlt pr^ncit 
plesj then, Polly, n potato is your ti;u§ c-ampaigner^ for that i§ ^ 
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sr'attire you may cut any way without disturbing the grain, pro* 
vided the article be a little m'aly." 

"Pardon me, Captain M'Fuse," said Polwarth: "a potato 
liiould be broken, and not cut at all — ^there is no vegetable 
more used, and less understood, than the potato." 

" And is it you, Pater Polwarth, of Nesbitt's light infantiy," 
mterrupted the grenadier, laying down his knife and fork with 
an air of infinite humor, " that will tell Dennis M^Fuse how to 
carve a potato I I will yield to the right of an Englishman 
over the chivalry of an ox, your sirloins, and your lady-rumps, 
if you please ; but in my own country, one end of every farm 
h a bog, and the other a potato-field — ^ an Irishman's patri- 
mony Umt you are making 80 fi^ with, sir!" 

" The possession of a thing, and the knowledge how to use 
it, are two very different properties — ^" 

** Give me the property of possession, then," again interrupt- 
ed the ardent grenadier, ^especially when a morsel of the 
green island is in dispute; and trust an old soldier of the Royal 
Irish to carve his own enjoyments. Now, FU wager a month's 
pay — and that to me is as much as if the major should say, 'Done 
for a thousand* — ^that you can't tell how many dishes can be 
made, and are made every day in Ireland, out of so simple a 
thing as a potato." 

^ You roast and boil; and use them in stuffing tame birds, 
sometimes, and — ^ 

" All old woman's cookery !" interrupted M*Fuse, with an af- 
fectation of great contempt in his manner. ** Now, sir, we 
have them with butter, and witihout butter — ^that counts two ; 
then we have the fruit p'aled ; and — ^ 

" Impaled," said Lionel, laughing. '* I believe this nice con- 
troversy must be referred to Job, who is amusing himself in the 
comer there, I see, with the very subject of the dispute trans- 
fixed on his fork in the latter condition." 

" Or suppose, rather,** said M*Fuse, " as it is a matter to ex* 
ardse the judgment of Solomon, we make a potato umpire o^ 
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MaBter Seth Sage, yonder, who should have some of the wisdom 
of the royal Jew, by the sagacity of his countenance as well as 
of his name." 

^ Don't you call Seth r'yal," said Job, suspending his occu« 
pation on the vegetable. "^ The king is r'yal and fla'nty, but 
neighbor Sage lets Job come in and eat, like a Christian.'' 

'^That lad there' is not altogether without reason, Major Jjn- 
eoln," said Polwarth ; "' on the contraiy, he discovers an in* 
stinctive knowledge of good from evil, by favoring ub with his 
company at the hour of meals." 

"^ The poor fellow finds but little at home to tempt him to re- 
main there, I fear," said Lionel ; ^ and as he was one of the 
first acquaintances I made on returning to my native land, I 
have desired Mr. Sage to admit him at all proper hours ; and 
especially, Polwarth, at those times when he can have an oppor- 
tunity of doing homage to your skilL" - 

^ I am glad to see him," said Polwarth ; ^ for I love an un- 
instructed palate, as much as I admire naivete in a woman. Be 
so good as to favor me with a cut from the breast of that wild- 
goose, MTuse — not quite so far forward, if you ■ please ; your 
migratory birds are apt to be tough about the wing — but sim 
plicity in eating is, after all, the great secret of life ; that and 
a sufficiency of food." 

^' You m«y be right this tim^" replied the greamlier, laugh- 
ing ; " for this tdlow made one of the flankers of the flock, and 
did double duty in wheeling, I believe, or I have got him agidnst 
the grain too I But, Pcdly, you have not told us how you im- 
{M'ove in ypur light-inSantiy exercises of late." 

By this time, Polwarth had made such progress in the essen- 
tial part of his meal, as to have recovered in some measure 
his usual tone of good-nature, and he answered with less 
gravity^^ 

**^ 1£ Gage does not work a reformation in our habits, he will 
fiig us all to death. I suppose you know, Leo,.tnat all the 
flank companies are relieved from the guards to learn a new 
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Bpecies of exercise. They call it relieving ub, but the only ro* 
lief I find in the matter is when we lie down to fire — ^there is a 
luxurious moment or two then, I must confess.** 

" 1 have known the fact, any time these ten days, by yoiu: 
moanings," returned Lionel. " But what do you argue firom 
this particular exercise, Captain M'Fuse f Does Gkge conteni> 
plate more than the customary drills f 

^ You question me now, sir, on a matter in which I am uh- 
instructed," said the grenadier. ** I am a soldier, and obey my 
orders, without pretending to inquire into their objects or mer- 
its : all I know is, that both grenadiers and light infantry are 
taken from the guards ; and that we travel over a good deal of 
solid earth each day, in the way of marching and counter- 
marching, to the manifest discomfiture and reduction of Polly, 
there, who loses flesh as fast as he gains ground." 

'^Do you think so, Mac!" cried the delighted captain of 
light infantry. " Then I have not all the detestable motion in 
vain. They have ^ven us little Harry Skip as r drill-officer, 
who, I believe, has the most restless foot of any man in his 
majesty^s service. Do you join with me in opinion. Master 
Sage ! You seem to meditate on the subject as if it had some 
secret charm." 

The individual to whom Polwarth addressed this question, 
and who has been already named, was standing with a plate in 
his hand, in an attitude that bespoke close attention, with a 
sudden and deep interest in the discourse, though his eyes were 
bent on the floor, and his iBace was averted as i^ while listening 
earnestly, he had a particular desire to be unnoticed. Be was 
the owner of the house in which Lionel had taken his quarters. 
His family had been some time before removed into the coun- 
try, under the pretence of his inability to maintain them in a 
place destitute of business and resources, like Boston ; but he 
remained himself for the double purpose of protecting his prop- 
erty and serving his guests. This man partook, in no small 
degree, of tiie qualities, both of person and mind, which distin 
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goiah a large dass among his countrymen. In the former, he 
was rather over than muier the middle stature ; was thin, angu- 
lar, and awkward, but possessing an unusual proportion <^ sinew 
and bone. His ejes were small, black, scintillating, and it was 
not easy to tancj that the intelligence they manifested was un- 
mingled with a large proportion of shrewd cunning. The redt 
of his countenance was meager, sallow, and rigidly demuie. 
Thus called upon, on a sudden, by Polwarth for an opinion, 
Seth answco^d, with the cautious reserve with whidi he inva- 
riably delivered' himself — 

^ The adjutant is an uneasy man ; but that, I suppose, is so 
much the better for a light4nfantry officer. Captain Polwarth 
must find it considerable jading to keep the step, now the gen- 
eral has ordered these new doings with the soldiers." 

** And what ttif^ be your opinion of these doings, as you call 
them, Mr. Sage 1^ asked MTuse. ** You, who are a man of 
observation, should understand your countrymen; will they 

fight r 

^ A rat will fight if the cats pen him,'* said Seth, without 
raising his eyes from his occupation. 

*^ But do the Americans conceive themselves to be penned ?" 

'* Why, that is pretty much as people think, captain. The 
country was in a great touse about the stamps and the tea, but 
I always said such folks as didn^t give their notes-of-hand, and 
had no great relish for any thing more than country food, 
wouldn't find thaaeiselves cramped by the laws, after all.** 

'^ Then you see no great oppression in being asked to pay 
your bit of a tax, Master Sage," cried the grenadier, '^ to main- 
tain such a worthy fellow as myself in a dacent equipage to 
fight your battles T 

" Why, as to that, captain, I suppose we can do pretty much 
the whole of our own fighting, when occasion calls ; though I don't 
think there is much stomach fbr such doings among the people, 
without seed." 

** But what do you think the * Committee of Safety^' and 



104 LIONBL LINCOLN. 

your * SouB of Liberty,' as they call themselves^ really mean, b} 
their parades of ^ minute-men,' their gathering of prpvisioDS, 
carrying off the cannon, and such oth^ formidable and ap- 
palling preparations — ^ha 1 honest Seth t Do tbey .think to 
frighten British soldiers with the roll of a drum, or are they 
amusing themselves, like boys in the hohdays^ with playiog 
war?" 

^ I should conclude," said Seth, with undisturbed gravity 
and caution, '^ that the people are pretty much engaged, and in 
earnest" 

*^ To do what?" deman4ed the Irishmmu ^To forge ibtiT 
own chains;, that we may fetter theiii in truth ?" 

*^ Why, seeing that they have burnt the stamps, and thrown 
the tea into the harbor;" returned Seth, ^ and, since that, have 
taken the management into their own hands, I should rather 
conclude that.they have pretty much determined to do ^hat 
they think best." 

Lionel and Polwarth laughed aloud, and the former observed — 

" Tou appear not to come to conclusions with our host. Cap- 
tain MTuse, notwithstanding so much is determined. Is it well 
understood, Mr. Sage, that large reinforceitients are obmii^ to 
the colonies, and to Boston in particular ?" 

" Why, yes," returned Seth; •' it seems to be pretty generally 
contemplated on." 

^ And what is the result of these contemplatioiis ?" 

Seth paused a moment, as if uncertain whether he was miaBter 
of the other's meaning, before he replied — 

" Why, as the country is considerably engaged in the busi- 
ness, there are some who think, if the ministera donH dpea the 
port, that it will be done without much further wofds by the 
people." 

"■ Do you know," said Lion^, gravely, ^ that such an attempt 
woidd lead directly to a civil war ?" 

*'I suppose it is safe to calculate that such doings, would luring 
on disturbances," returned his phlegmatic host. 
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^ And you. speak of it, sir, aa a tluBg not to be deprecated, 
or averted by every possible means in the power of the na- 
tion r 

^ K the port is opened, and the right to tax given up/' said 
Seth, cahnly, *' I can find a man in Boston who'll engage to let 
them draw all the blood that will be spilt^ from his own veins, 
for nothing.'* 

''And who n^y that redoubtable individual be, Mastei 
Sagef' died M'Fuse. ''Your own plethoric person! How 
now, Doyle*— to what am I indebted for the honor of this 
visitr 

This sudden question was put by the captain of girenadiers 
to the orderly of his own company, who at that instant filled 
the door of the apartment with his huge frame, in the attitude 
of military respect, as if about to address his officer. 

" Orders have come down, sir, to parade the men at half, an 
hour after tattoo, and to be in readiness for active service." 

The three gentlemen rose together from their chairs at this 
intelligence, while M'Fuse exdaimed- — "A night-march I Pooh! 
We are to be sent back to garrison duty, I suppose ; the com- 
panies in the line grow sleepy, and wish a relief. Gage might 
have taken a more suitable time, than to put gentlemen on 
their march so soon after such a feast as this of yours, Polly." 

^' There is some deeper meaning to so extraordinary an or^ 
der," interrupted Lionel : " there goes the tap of the tattoo, this 
instant! Are no other troops but your company ordered to 
parade?" 

" The whole battalion ,is under the same orders, your honor, 
and so is the battalion of light in&niry ; I was commanded to 
report it so tOrCaptain Polwarth, if I saw him." 

^ This bears some meaning,, gentlemen," said Lionel, "and it 
is nejcessary to be looked to. If either corps leaves the town 
to-mght, I will march with it as a volunteer ; for iijs my busi« 
ness, just now, to examine into the state of the country " 

" That we shall march to-night, is sure, your honor,^ added 
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the sergeant, with the confidence of an old soldier ; " but 'mm 
far, or on what road, is known only to the officers of tlie staff ; 
though the men think we are to go out by the colleges/* 

''And what has put so learned an opinion in their silly 
heads f demanded his captain. 

*^ One of the men who has been on leave, has just got in^ 
and reports that a squad of gentlemen from the army dined 
near them, your honor, and that as night set in they mounted, 
and began to patrol the roads in that direction. He was met 
and questioned by four of them as he crossed the flats.^ 

** All this confirms my conjectures,'* cried Lionel : " there is 
a man who might now prove of important service — Job — ^where 
is the simpleton, Meriton ?" 

^ He was called out, sir, a minute since, and has left the 
house." 

" Then send in Mr. Sage," continued the young man, musing 
as he spoke. A moment after it was reported to him that Seth 
had strangely disappeared also. 

" Curiosity has led him to the barracks," said Lionel, ** where 
duty calls you, gentlemen. I will despatch a little business, 
and join you there in an hour ; you cannot march short of that 
time." 

The bustle of a general departure succeeded. Lionel threw 
his cloak into the arms of Meriton, to whom he delivered his 
orders, took his arms, and, making his apolo^es to bis guests, 
he left the house with the manner of one who saw a pressing 
necessity to be prompt. MTuse proceeded to equip himself 
with the deliberation of a soldier who was too much practised 
to be easily disconcerted. Notwithstanding his great delibera- 
tion, the delay of Polwarth, however, eventually vanquished the 
patience of the grenadier, who exclaimed, on hearing the other 
repeat, for the fourth time, an order concerning the preservation 
of certain viands, to which he appeared to cling in sjnrit, after a 
carnal separation was directed by fortune. 

** Poh ! poh f man,** exclaimed the Irishman ; ** why will you 
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iMither j<m¥Be3f on tlie ev^ of a march with iuch epicurean pro- 
pensties ! It's the soldier irko should show your hermits and 
anchorites an example of mortification; besides, Polly, this 
affectatibn of cai^ and provision is the- less excusable in yourself 
— you, who hare been w^ aware that we were to march on a 
aeoret expedition this very night on which you seem so much 
troubled.'' 

** I T' exclaimed Polwarth ; ^ as I hope to eat another meal^ I 
am as ignorant as the meanest corporal in the army of the 
whole transaction. Why do you suspect otherwise V^ 

'^Trifles tell the old campaigner when and where the blow is 
to be struck," returned M^Fuse, cooUy drawing his military over- 
coat tighter to his large frame ; ^ have I not, with my own eyes, 
seen you, within the hour, provision a certain captain of light 
in^Euitry after a veiy heavy fashion ? Damn it, man ! do you 
think I have served these fivenuid-^enty yeais, and do not 
know that when a garrison begins to fill its granaries, it expects 
aaegef" 

** I havtB paid no more than a suitable compliment to the en- 
tertainment of Major Lincoln," returned Polwarth ; ^ but so far 
from having had any very extraordinary appetite, I have not 
found myself in a condition to do all the justice I coidd wish to 
several of the dishes. Mr. Meriton, I will thank you to have 
(he remainder of that bird sent down to the barracks, where my 
man will receive it; and, as it may be a long march and a 
hungry one, add the tongue, and a fowl, and some of them^nt; 
we can warm it up at any farm-house. We'll take the piece of 
bee^ Mac — Leo has a particular taste for n cold cut ; and you 
might put up the ham^ ako; it will keep better than any thing 
else, if we should be out long — and — and-**-! believe that will 
do, MeritonT* ^ 

^I am as much rejoiced to hear it as I should be to hear a 
prockmAtion of war read at Charing Cross," cried M^Fuse 
''you ahoidd have been a commissary, Poll]H-nature meant 
you for an army sutler I" 



108 LIONEL LIVOOLV. 

^ Laugh as yoa will, Mac," returned the. good-humored Pol 
warth ; ^I shall hear your thanks when we halt for iN^eakfiEist; 
but I attend you now." 

As they left the house, lie contmued, *^I hope Qmg^ means 
no more than to push us a little in .adya&ee with a Tiew to^ pro- 
tect the foragers and the suppHes of the army. Such a situation 
would have very pretty advantages; for a system mi^^ be 
established that would give the mess of the light corps the 
choice of the whole market" 

"^ Tis a mighty preparation about some old iron gun, Ivhich 
would cost a man his life to put a match to^" returned M^Fuse, 
cavalierly; ''for my part, Captain Polwarth,.if we are to fight 
these colonists at all, I wouM do: the thmg like a man, and 
allow the lads to gather together a suitable arsenal, that when 
we come to blows, it may be a militaiy a&in As it ww 
stands, I should be ashamed, as I am a soldier and an IHdiinto, 
to bid my fellows pull a trigg^ or make a charge on a set of 
peasants, whose firearms look more like rusty water-pipes than 
muskets, and who have half a dozen cannon with toueh-holes 
that a man may put his head in, with muzzles just lai^ enough 
to throw marbles." 

*^ I don't know, Mac," said Pdwarth, while they diligently 
pursu^ their way towards the quartets of their .men; f even a 
marble nuiy destroy a man's appetite for his.diimei'; and the 
countrymen possess a great advantage over mb in Qoitunanding 
the supplies ; the (£fierence in equipments would not m<»e than 
balance the odds." 

''I wish to disturb no gentltoan's (pinion dn-m&tteis of 
military distaietbn, Captain Polwarth," said! the gi;ena£er, with 
an air of high nkartial pride; '' but I take it there eastis a ma- 
terial difference between a soldier and a butcher, thoi^;h'killitg 
be a business conmion to both. I repeat, s&r, I h€;)e. that this 
secret eiqpedition is lor a mote wotthy olject than to defuive 
those poofT devils, with whom we are about to. figUt^ of the 
means of making a good battle; and I add, sir, that linoh is 
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controTert it." 

^ Tour sentiments are generous and manly, Mac ; but, after 
all, there is both a ph3rsical and moral obligation on every man 
to eat ; and if starvation be the xxmsequence of permitting your 
enemies to bear arms, it becomes a solenm duty to deprive them 
of their wet^ns. No, no ; I will support Gage in such a meas- 
ure, at present, as highly military." 

** And he is much obliged to you, sir, for your support^" ro- 
tmmed the other ; ^ I apprehend, Captain Polwarth, whenever 
the Lieutenant-general Gage finds it necessary to lean on any 
GOB for e3ctraoidinary assistance, h^ will remember that there is 
a legimeni called the Boyat Irish in the country, and that he is 
not eiitirely ignorant of the qualities of the people of his own 
natioB. You have done well, Captaiii Polwarih^ to choose the 
l]ghi4nfaRizy service; they ai^ a sidt <^ foragers^ and can help 
ihemselm; but the gfenadiers^ thank God^ love to encounter 
men, and not cattle, in the field." 

How long the good-natune: of Polwardi would have endured 
the. infireasing taunts of the Irishman, who was exasperating 
himself gradually, by his own axgUm^nta, there is no possibility 
of detenmniBg; for their arritoi at the. barracks put an end to 
the eontnoversy and to the feeling it was beginning to engender. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

** Pr^eerre tbj Biybs^ OBtbrifty girl I 
To purify the air; 
Thy tears to tbresd, tnstead of peai^ , 
On bracelets of thy hair/* Dcvshah-s. 

Lionel m ght have blushed to acknowledge the secret and 
inexplicable influence which his unknown and mysterious friend 
Ralph had obtained over his feelings, but 'which induced him, 
on leaving his own quarters thus hastily, to take his way into 
the lower parts of the town, in quest of the residence of Abigail 
Pray. He had not visited the sombre tenement of this woman 
since the night of his arrival, but its proximity to the well*known 
town-hall, as well as the quaint architecture of the building it- 
self, had frequently brought its exterior under his observation in 
the course of his rambles through the place of his nativity. A 
guide being consequently unnecessary, he took the most direct 
and frequented route to the Dock Square. When Lionel issued 
into the street, he foimd a d^p darkness already enveloping the 
peninsula of Boston, as if nature had lent henelf to the secret 
designs of the British conmiandant. The fine strain of a shrill 
fife was playing among the naked hills of the place, accompanied 
by the occasional and measured taps of the sullen drum ; and, 
at moments, the full rich notes of the horns would rise from the 
common, and, borne on the night air, sweep along the narrow 
streets, causing the nerves of the excited young soldier to thrill 
with a stern pleasure, as he stepped proudly along. The prac- 
tised ear, however, detected no other sounds in the music than 
the usual nightly signal of rest; and when the last melting 
strsdns of the horns seemed to be lost in the clouds, a stillness 
fell upon the town like the deep and slumbering quiet of mid- 
night Ho paused a moment before the gates of Province 
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Honte, and after ezaminiiig, with an attentive eje, the windoirs 
of the building, he spoke to the grenadier, who had stopped in 
his short walk to note the enrions stranger. 

^You should hi&ve company within, sentinel,^ he said, ^by 
(he brilliant light from those windows." 

The rattling of lioneFs side-arms, as he pointed with his 
hand in the direction of the illuminated apartment, taught the 
soldier that he was addressed by his superior, and he answered 
respectfully — 

^ It does not become one such as I to pretend to know much 
of what his betters do, your honor ; but I stood before ihe quar- 
ters of General Wolfe the very night we went up to the Plains 
of Abram ; and I think an old soldier can tell when a move- 
ment is at hand without asking his superioiB any impertinent 
questions.'' 

^ I suppose, from your remark, the general hdds a council 
to-night f said lionel. 

''No one has gone in, sir, since I hare been posted,'' returned 
the sentinel, "^ but the lieutenantKX)lonel of the 10th, that great 
Northumbrian lord, and the old major of marines. A great 
war-dog is that old man, your honor, and it is not often he 
comes to Province House for nothing." 

'* A good-night to you, my old comrade," said Lionel, walking 
away: '"tis probably some consultation concerning the new ex- 
ercises that you practise." 

The grenadier shook his head, as if unconcerned, and resumed 
his march with his customary steadiness. A very few minutes 
now brought Lionel before the low do<Mr of Abigail Pray, where 
he again stepped, struck with the contrast between the gloomy, 
dark, and unguarded threshold over which he was about to 
pass, and the gay portid he bad just left. Ui^d, however, by 
his feelings, the young man paused but a moment before he 
tapped ligh% for admission. After repeating his summons, 
and hearing no reply, he lifted the latch and entered the build- 
ing witbout further ceremony. The large and vacant apartment 
87 
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IB which he found himself was silent and dreary as the still 
streets he had quitted. Groping his way towards the Httle 
room in the tower, where he had met the mother of Job, as be- 
fore related, Lionel found that apartment also tenantless and 
dark. He was turning in disappointment to quit the place, 
when a feeble ray fell from the loft of the building, and settled 
on the foot of a rude ladder which formed the means of commu* 
nication with its upper apartments. Hesitating a single mo- 
ment how to decide, he then yielded to his anxiety,.and ascended 
to the floor above, with steps a& light as extreme caution could 
render theuL Like the basement, the building was subdivided 
here into a large open warerbom, and ^ small rudely fini3hed 
apartment in each of its towers. FoUowitig the rays £rom a 
candle, he stood cm the threshold of one of these little rooms, in 
which he found the individual of whom he was in quest. The 
old man was seated on the only broken ohair which th^ loft 
contained, and before him, on the simple, bundle of straw which 
would seem, by the garmehts thrown loosely over the pile, to be 
intended as his place of rest, lay a huge map, spread for inspec- 
tion, which his glazed and sunken eyes appeared to be intently 
engaged in marking. Lionel hesitated again^ while hje regarded 
the white hairs which fell across the temples of the stranger, as 
he bowed his head in his employment, imparting a wild and 
melancholy expression to his remarkable .countenanQS, and 
seeming to hallow their possessor by the air pf great age and 
attendant care that they imparted. 

^ I have come to seek you," the young man. at length said, 
** since you no longer deem me worthy of your cjare." 

•* You come too late," returned Kalph, without betraying the 
least emotion at the suddmrneas of the intertuptipn, or even rais- 
ing his eyes, from the map he studied so intently ; *^ too late at 
least to avert calamity, if not to leam wisdcrm from its lessons." 

^ You know, then, of the secret movements of tihe iiigbt V^ 

"Old ai|;e, like mine, seldom sleeps," returned Jtalph, looking 
for the first time at his visitor; ^ fco* the eternal night of death 
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promiaes a speedy repoee. I, too, served an appreuticeship in 
my youth to your trade of blood." 

^ Your watchfulness and experience have then detected the 
signs of preparation in the garrison! Have they also dis-> 
covered the objects and probable consequences of the en- 
terprise !" 

^ Both. Gage weakly thinks to crush the germ of liberty, 
which has already quickened in the land, by lopping its feeble 
branches, when it is tooted in the hearts of the people^ He 
thinks that bold thoughts can be humbled by the destruction of 
magazines." 

** It is then only a measure of precaution that he is about to 
take?" 

The old man shook his head mournfully as he answered — 

" It will prove a measure of blood." 

^ I intend to accompany the detachment into the country," 
said Lionel — ^Mt will probably take post at some little dicttance 
in the interior, and it will afford me a fitting opportunity to 
make those inquiries which you know are so near my heiirt, 
and in which you have promised to assist : it is to consult on 
the means, that I have now sought you." 

The countenance of the stranger seemed to lose its character 
of melanchoiy reflection, as Lionel spoke, and his eyes tnoved, 
vacant and unmeaning, over the naked rafters above him, pass* 
Ing in their wanderings across the surfice of thei unheeded 
map i^n, until they fell fbli upon the face of the astonished 
youth, where ihey remained settled for more than a minute, 
fixed in the glased, riveted look of deatL The lips pf Lione. 
had akeady opened in aniiota inquiry, when the expression of 
life shot again- into the features of Ralph, with the suddenness, 
and wit^ an appearance of the physical leaHty with which light 
flashes from the sun when emerging from a cloud. 

" You Are ill !" Lionet exclamied, 

** Leave me^" said the old maii^i^^eave me." 

'^^m'elv not at such a moment^ and alone.** 
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** I bid you leave me— we shall meet as you desire, in the 
country." 

" You would then have me accompany the troops, and expect 
your coming I" 

« Both.'* 

" Pardon me," said Lionel, dropping his eyes in embarrass 
ment, and speaking with hesitation ; ^ but your present abode 
and the appearance of your attire, is an evidence that old age 
has come upon you when you are not altogether prepared to 
meet its sufferings." 

" You would offer me money ?" 

" By accepting it, I shall become the obliged party.*' 

" When my wants exceed my means, young man, your offer 
shall be remembered. Go, now ; there is no tame for delay." 

" But I would not leave you alone ; the woman, the terma 
gant, is better than none." 

<* She is absent" 

^ And the boy — ^the ehangeling has the feelings of humanity, 
and Would aid you in extremity." 

^He is better employed than in prq>ping the steps of a 
useless old man. Go then, I entreat — I command, sir, that you 
leave me." 

The firm, if not haughty manner, in which the othei* repeated 
his desire, taught Lionel that he had nothing more to expect at 
present, and he obeyed reluctantly, by slowly leaving the apart*' 
ment; and as soon as he had descended the ladder,.he b^an to 
retrace his steps towards his own quarters. In oroBsing the fight 
drawbridge thiown over the narrow dodc, already mentioned, 
liis contemplations wex« first disturbed by thb sounds of voices, 
at no great distance, apparently conversing in tones that were 
not intended to be heard by every ear* It was a moment when 
each unusual incident was likely to induce inquiry, and Lionel 
stopped to examine two men, who, at a little distance, held their 
secret and suppressed oommunicationB. He had, however^ paused 
but an instant, when thewhisperen separated; one walkiirgieis 
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arelj tip the centre of the square, entering under one of the 
arches of the market-place, and the other coming direcUj across 
the bridge on which he himself was standing. 

" What, Job, do I find you here, whispering and plotting in 
the Dock Square P exclaimed Lionel ; ^ what secrets can you 
have, that require the cover of night t" 

" Job lives there, in the old ware'us'," said the lad sullenly— 
" Nab has plenty of houise-room, now the king won't let the peo- 
ple bring in their goods.'* 

** But whither are you going f into the water ? surely the road 
to your bed cannot be through the town dock." 

^ Nab wants fish to eat, as well as a ruff to keep off the rain," 
said Job, dropping lightly from the bridge into a small canoe, 
which was fastened to one of Its posts, *' and now the king has 
closed the harbor, the fish have to oome up in the dark ; for 
come they will ; Boston fish an'i to be shut out by acts of Par- 
liament T 

** Poor lad 1" exclaimed Lionel, " return to your home tod 
your bed ; here is money to buy food for your mother, if she 
suffers : you wiU draw a shot from some of the sentinels by 
going about the harbor thus at night." 

^ Job can see a ship forther than a ship can see Job,^ returned 
the other ; ** and if they should kill Job, they needn't think to 
shoot a Boston boy without some stir.'* 

Further dkdogue was precluded ; the canoe gliding along the 
outer dock into the harbor, with a stillness and swiftness that 
showed the idiot was not ignorant <^ the business which he 
had undertaken. Lionel resumed his walk, and was passing 
the head of th6 ik^uaxe, when he encountered, fiice to &ce, under 
tlie light of a lamp^ the man whose figure he had seen but a 
minute before to issue from beneath the town-hall. A mutual 
flesire to ascertain th0 identity of each other drew them to- 
gether. 

^We meet again, Major Lincoln P said the interesting 
!4i«Bger Lionel remembeired to have seen at ^e politico? 



110 LIONEL LINCOLN. 

meeting. ** Our interviews appear ordained to occur in seisel 
places.^ 

^ And Job Pray would seem to be the presiding sjarit," re* 
turned the young soldier. ^ You parted from him but now!^ 

^I trusty sir,^ said the stranger gravely, ^'that this is not a 
land, nor have we fallen on times, when and where an honest 
man dare not say that he has spoken to whom he pleases." 

^ Certainly, sir, it is not for me to. prohibit the intercourse,^ 
returned Lionel. '^You spoke of our fiithers; mine is well 
known to you, it would seem, though to me you are a stranger." 

^' And may be so yet a little longer," said the other, '^ though 
I think the time is at hand when men will be known in their 
true characters ; until then, Maj(»r Lineoln, i bid you adieu.'' 

Without waiting for any reply, the stranger took a different 
direction from that which Lionel was pursuing, and walked 
away with the swiftness of one who was pressed with urgent 
business. Lionel soon ascended into the upper part of the town, 
with the intention of g(Mng into Tremontrstreet, to communicate 
his design to accompany the expedition. It was now apparent 
to the young man that a rumor of the contemplated movenaent 
of the troops was spreading secretly, but swiftly, among the 
people. He passed several groups of earnest and excited towns- 
men, conferring together at tbe comers c^the sjbreets, from some 
of whom he overheard the starUii^ intelligence that the neck, 
the only approach to the place by land, was closed by a line of 
sentinels ; and that guard-boats from th0 vessels of war were 
encircling the peninsula in a manner to intercept Hie ooHmiuni- 
cation with the adjacent country. StiU'tio jndicati<>ns of a 
military alarm couljd be discovered^ though, at titnds^ It stifled 
hum, like the notes oi busy preparation, vras borne nlong by the 
damp breezes of the night, and mingled with those sounds of a 
spring evening, which increased as he approached the skirts d 
the dwellings. In Tremont-street Lionel found no appearance 
of that excitement, which was spreading so rapidly in the old 
and lower parts of the towiL He paissed into his own room 
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without meetiiig any of the family, and having completed his 
brief arrangements, he was deaoending to inquire for his kins- 
women, when the voice of Mrs. Lechmere, proceeding from a 
small apartment appropriated to her own use, arrested his steps. 
Anxious to take leave in peison, he approached the halfK>pen 
door, and would have iasked permission to enter^ had not his eye 
rested on the person of Abigail Ptay, who was in earnest confer- 
ence with ihe mistress of the mansion. 

^*A man aged, and poor, say youf' observed Mrs. Lechmere, 
at that instant 

^ And one that seems to know all," interrupted Abigail, glan- 
cing her eyes about with an expression of superstitious terror. 

^ All r echoed Mrs. Lechmere, her lip trembling more with 
apprehension than age ; ^ and he arrived with Major Lincoln, 
say you I" 

" In the same ship ; and it seems that heaven has ordained 
that he shall dwell with me in my poverty, as a punishment for 
my great sins !" 

^But why do you tolerate his presence, if it be irksome f* 
said Mrs. Lechmere ; ^ you are at least the mistress of your own 
dwelling." 

^ It has pleased God that my home shall be the home of any 
who are so xniserable as to need one. He has the saaie right 
to live in the warehouse that I have." 

^ You have the rights of a woman, and of first possession," 
said Mis. LechmerB, with that unyielding severity of manner 
that Lionel had often observed before; ^I would turn him into 
the street, like a dog." 

** Into the street 1" repeated Abigail, again looking about her 
in secret terror ; ^ speak lower. Madam Lechmere, for the lore 
of heaven. I dare not even look at him : he reminds me of all 
I have ever known, and of all the evil I have ever done, by his 
scorching eye — ^and yet I cannot tell why ; and then Job wor« 
ships him as a god, and if I should offend him, hd could easily 
worm from the child all Ihat vou and I wish so much — ** 
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^ How 1" exclaimed Mrs. Leohmere, in a voice husky with 
horror^ ^ have jou been so base as to make a confidant of that 
fool?'' 

^ That fool is the child of my bosom," said Abigail, raising 
her hands,, as if imploring pardon for the indiscretion. ^ Ah ! 
Madam L^chmere, yon, who are rich, and great, and happy, and 
.have such a sweet and sensible grandchild, cannot know how to 
lov^ one like Job ; but when the heart is loaded and heavy, it 
throws its burden on any that will bear it ; and Job is my child, 
though he is but little better than an idiot !" 

It was by no trifling exertion of his breeding that Lionel was 
enabled to profit by the inability of Mrs. Lechmere to reply, and 
to turn awi^ from the spot, and cease to listen to a conversa- 
tion that was not intended for his ear. He reached the parlor, 
and threw himself on one of its settees, before he was conscious 
that he was no longer alone or unobserved. 

^ What! Major Lincoln returned from his revels thus early, 
and armed like a bandit, to his teeth I" exclaimed the pkyfiil 
voice of Cecil Dynevor, who, unheeded, was in possession of the 
opposite seat, when he entered the rooni. 

Lionel started, and rubbed his forehead, like a man awaking 
from a dream, as he answered — 

^Yes^ a bandit, or any other opprobrious name you please; I 
deserve them all." 

^^ Surdiy/' said Cecil, turning pale, ^ none othior dare use such 
languagiB of Major Lincoln, and he does it,anju8tly." . 

*'What foolish nonseiwe have I uttered, Was Dynevor!" 
cried Lionel, recovering his recollection. **I was lost in 
thought, and heard your language without comprehending^ i^« 
meaning." 

^ Still, you are armed : a sword is not a usual instrument at 
.your side, and now you bear even pistols I" 

"Yes," returned the young soldier, laying aside his dangerous 
Implements ; " yea, I am about to march as a volunteer, with a 
party that go into the country to-night, and I take these becftuae 
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I would ftfiect something very warlike, though you well know 
how peaceably I am disposed." 

" March into the country — and in the dead of night T said 
Cecil) catching her breath, and turning pale. ^ And does Lio- 
nel Lincoln volunteer on such a duty ?" 

^ I volttnteer to perform no other duty than to be a witness 
of whateycr may oc<»u: : you are not more ignorant yourself oi 
the nature of the expedition thW I am at tjiis moment" 

*' Then remain where you are," aaid Cecil, firmly, *'and enlist 
not in an enterprise that may be unholy in its purposes and dis- 
graceful in its results." 

''Of the former I am innocent, whatever they may be, not 
will they be affected by my presence or absence. There is little 
danger of disgrace in accompanying the grenadiers and Ught in- 
fantry of this army. Miss Dynevpr, though it should be against 
treble their numbers of chosen troops." 

" Then it would seem," said Agnes Danforth, speaking as she 
entered the room, ^ that our friend Mercury, that feather of a 
man, Captiun Pdwarth, is to be one of these night 4epredator8l 
Heaven shield the hen-roosts i" 

'' You have, then, heard the intelligence, Agnes 2" 

*' I have heard that men are arming, and that boats are row- 
ing round the town in aH directions, and that it is forbidden to 
enter or quit Boston, as we were wont to do, Cecil, at such hours 
and in such fashion as suited ua plain Americans,'' said A^es, 
^adeavoring to conceal her deep vexation in affected irony. 
'' God only can tell in what all these oppressive measures will 
end." 

"• If you, go only as a curious spectator of the depredations of 
the troops,"- continued Cecil, " are you not wi'ong to lend them 
even the sanction of your name !" 

^ I have yet to learn that there will be depredations." 

** You foiget, Cecil," interrQptefd Agnes Danforth, scornfully, 
'^that Ms^T linfioln did not anive until iifbr.ibe renowned 
march from Sozbuiy to Dorctester I Th^n the troops gathered 
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their laurels under the face of the sun ; but it is easy to ocm* 
ceive how much more glorious theh* achievements will beoome 
when darkness shall conceal their blushes f 

^ The blood rushed across the fine features of Lionel, but he 
laughed as he arose to depart, saying — 

^ Tou compel me to beat the retreat, my sfHrited coz. If I 
have my usual fortune in this forage, your larder, however, shall 
be the bettw for it. I kiss toj hand to you, for it would be 
necessary to lay aside the scarlet, to dare to approach with a 
more peaceable offering. But here I may nciake an approach to 
something like amity." 

He took the hand of Cecil, who frankly met his offer, and 
insensibly suffered herself to be led to the door of the building 
while he continued speaking. 

** I would, Lincoln, that you were not to go,'' she said, when 
they stopped on the threshold—" it is not required of you as a 
soldier ; and as a man, your own feelings should teach you to 
be tender of your countrymen." 

" It i& as a man that I go, Cecil," he answered. ^ I have 
motives that you cannot suspect." 

" And is your absence to be long 9" 

^ If not for days, my object will be unaccomplished ;" but he 
added, pressing her hand gently, "You cannot doubt my will- 
ingness to return when occasion may offer." 

" Go, then," said Cecil, hastily^ and perhaps unconsciously 
extricating herself — ^"go, if you have secret relusons for your 
conduct ; but remember that the acts of every officer of your 
rank are keenly noted." 

" Do you then distrust me,. Co al t" 

"No— no — I distrust no one. Major Lincoln; go— go — 
and — ^and — we shall see you, Lionel, the instant you return.'' 

Ho had not time to reply, for she glided into the building so 
rapidly as to give the young man an opportunity only to ob- 
serve, that, instead of rejoining her cousin, her light form pamed 
up the great stairs with the swiftness and grace of a fiury. 
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CHAPTEB IX. 

** Hang out oor bannan <mi the outward walU: 
TIm cfj it itiU, TA^ aoNML** 



Lionel had walked from the dwelling of Mrs. Lechmere io 
Uie foot of Beacon Hill, and had even toiled up some part of 
the steep ascent, before he recollected why he was thus wan- 
dering by himself at that unusual hour. Hearing, however, no 
sounds that denoted an immediate movement of the troops, he 
then yielded, unconsciously, to the nature of his sensations, 
which just at that moment rendered his feelings jealous of 
oommunication with others, and continued to ascend until he 
gained the summit of the eminence. From this elevated stand 
he paused to contemplate the scene which lay in the obscurit} 
of night at his feet, while his thoughts returned from the flat* 
tering anticipations in which he had been indulging, to consider 
the more pressing business of the hour. There arose from the 
town itself a distant buzzing, like the hum of suppressed agita- 
tion, and lights were seen to glide along the streets, or flit 
across the windows, in a manner which denoted that a knowl- 
edge of the expedition had become general within its dwellings. 
Lionel turned his head towards the common, and listened long 
and anxiously, but in vain, to detect a single sound that could 
betray any unusual stir among the soldiery. Towards the inte- 
rior, the darkness of night had fallen heavily, dimming the am- 
pkitheatre of hills that encircled the place, and enshrouding the 
^ales and lowlands between them and the water with an imj)en- 
etra1>le veil of gloom. There were moments, indeed, when he 
imagined he overheard some indications amon^ the people of 
the opposite shore, that they were apprised of the impending 
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descent ; but on listening more attentively, the utmost of which 
his ear could assure him, was the faint lowing of cattle from 
the meadows, or the plash of oars from a line of boats, 'which, 
by stretching far along the shores, told both the nature and the 
extent of the watchfulness that was deemed necessary for the 
occasion. 

While Lionel stood thus, on the margin of the little platform 
of earth that had been formed by levelling the apex of the nat- 
ural cone, musing on the probable results of the measure his 
saperiora had been resolving to undertake^ a dim light shed 
itself along the grass, and glancing upward^ danced upon the 
beacon with strong and playful rays. 

^ Scoundrel I" exclaimed a man, springing from hia place of 
concealment, at the foot of the post, and encountering him face 
to face, " do you dare to fire the beacon ?" 

^ I would answer by asking how you dare to apply so rude 
an epithet to me, did I not see the cause of your err^r,'' said 
Lionel. ^' The light is from yonder moon, which, is ^ust emerging 
from the ocean.'' 

^ Ah I I see my error,'' returned his rough assailant " By 
heavens, I would have sworn, at first, 'twas the beacon." 

^ You must, then, believe in the traditional witchcraft of this 
country ; for nothing short of necromancy could have.enabled 
me to light those combustibles at this distance." - 

"^ I don't know ; 'tis a strange people we have got ainongst — 
they stole the cannon. from the gun-houscj here, a short time 
since, when I would have said the thing was impossible. It 
was before your arrival, sir ; for I now beUeve I address myself 
to Major Lincoln, of the 47th." 

" You are nearer the truth this time than in your first coa 
jecture as to my character," said Lionel ; "^ but have I met one 
of the gentlemen of our mess ?" 

The stranger now explained that he was a subaltern in a 
different regiment, but that he well knew the person of the 
other. He added that he had been ordered to watch on the 
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fliU to prerent any of the inhabitants lighting the beacon, or 
making any other signal T^hich might convey into the coimtry 
9 knowledge of the eonteniplated inroad; . 

'^l^k matter wears a more seiiona aspect than I had sup* 
posed,'* returned Idodel, when the young man had ended his 
apologies and explanation ; ^ the eomimniider-in^hief must in- 
tend mo^e thah we are 'aware of^ by eroploying ofOeers in this 
manner to do the duties of j[»ivatesi" 

^ We poot subs know but little, and core less whiKt he means^" 
cried the ensign; ^thou^ I will aektowledge that I can sise 
BO sufficient reason why British troops should put on coats of 
darkness to march 2i^ainst -a parcel of guessings, canting country- 
men, who would run at the sight of 'their uniforms under a 
iMTight sion. Had I my i^ll, the tiur above us, there, shotdd 
blase a nule high^ to bring down the heroes itom Coiine6ticut 
rirer. The dogs wduld oow be&re !tWo M\ oompaxues of grena- 
diers. Ha ! listen, sir^ there they go, now ; the pnde cf our 
army ! i ' know them by their heavy tread/' 

licbe! did listen attentively, and plainly distinguished the 
measured step of a body of disoiplilied men, moving rapidly 
a^srosft the common, as ^ marching towards ' the wi^ivside. 
IHastily bidding his companion good-night, h^ threw ' himself 
ovet thei brow of the hill, and taking l^edireetion of the sotmds, 
he arrived al the shore at the same instant "with the troops. 
Two dark masses of human bo^es were halted in order, and as 
Lionel sknrted the ^unans^ his exp6ri4no^ ey» judged that the 
force 'collected before him could be but little short of a thousand 
men. A group of officers was clustered on tbc^ beach, and he 
approached it^ rightly supposing that it was gathered about the 
leader of the party. This officer proved to be the lieutenant-colo- 
nel of the 10th, who was in dose conversation with the old major 
of maiines alluded to by the seiltlnel Who stood before the gates 
of Province House. To the ficvmer of these' the young soldier 
addressed himself, demanding leave to accompatiy Ihe detach- 
ment as a volunteer. After a few words of eicplanation his re* 
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quest vfas grauied, though each forbore to touch in the slightest 
manner on the secret objects of the expedition. 

Lionel now found his groom, who had followed tlie troops 
with his muster's horses, and, after giving his orders to the man, 
he proceeded in quest of his friend Folwarth, whom he soon 
discovered, posted in all the stifihess of military exactness, at 
the head of the leading platoon of the column of light infantry. 
As it was apparent, both from the poi^tion they occupied, as 
well as by the boats that had been collected at the point, that 
the detachment was not to leave the peninsula by its ordiniary 
channel of communication with the country, there remained no 
alternative but to await patiently the order to embark. The 
delay was but short, and, as the most perfect order was observed, 
the troops were soon seated, and the boatis pulled heavily from 
the land just as the rays of the moon, which had been some 
time playing among the hills and gilding the spires of the town, 
diffused themselves sofUy over the bay, and lighted the busy 
scene, with an effect not unlike ihe sudden rising of the curtain 
at the opening ci some interesting drama. . Folwarth had estab- 
lished himself by the side of Lionel, much to the ease of his 
limbs, and as they moved slowly into the light, all those misgiv- 
ings which had so naturally accompanied his musings on the 
difficulties c^ a partisan irruption, vanished before the loveliness 
of the time, and possibly before the quietude of the action. 

"• There are moments when I could £uicy the life of a sailor,'' 
he said, leaning indolently back, and playing with one hand in 
the water. '* This pulling about in boats ia easy work, and 
must be capital assistance for a heavy digestion, inasmuch as it 
furnishes air with as little violent exercise as may be. Your 
marine should lead a merry life of it !" 

^ They are said to murmur at the clashing of theiif duties with 
those of the searofficers," said Lionel ; ^ and I have often heard 
them complain of a want of room to make use of their legs." 

^ Humph P ejaculated Folwarth; ^the leg is a part of a 
man for which I see less actual necessity than for any other 
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portion of his frame. I often think there has been a sad mis 
take in the formation of the animal ; as, for instance, one cac 
be a very good waterman, as you see, without legs — ^a good fid- 
dler, a iBrstrrate tailor, a lawyer, a doctor, a parson, a very tol- 
erable cook, and, iji short, any thing but a duicing-master. I 
see no use in a leg, unless it be to have the gout ; at any rate, a 
leg of twelve inches is as good as one a mile long, and the saving 
might be appropriated to the nobler parts of the animal, such 
as the brain and the stoma<^." 

"You forget the officer of light infantry,'' said Lionel, 
laughing. 

" You might give him a couple of inches more ; though, as 
every thing in this wicked world is excellent only by compari- 
son, it would amount to the same thing, and on my system a 
man would be just as fit for the light in&ntry without as with 
legs ; and he would get rid of a good deal of troublesome ma- 
noeuvring, especially of this new exercise. It would then be- 
oome a delightful service, Leo ; for it may be said to monopolize 
all the poetry of military life, as you may see. Neither the 
imagination nor the body can require more than we enjoy at 
this moment, and of what use, I would a^, are our legs ? — if 
any thing, they are incumbrances in this boat. Here we have 
a soft moon, and softer seats — smooth water and a stimulating 
air ; on one side a fine country, which, though but faintly seen, 
is known to be fertile and rich to abundance ; and on the other 
a picturesque town, stored with the condimente of every cli- 
mate : even those rascally privates look mellowed by the moon- 
beams, with their scarlet coats and glittering arms ! Did you 
meet Miss Danforth in your visit to Tremont-street, Major Lin- 
cob T 

" That pleasure was not denied me." 

'* Knew she of these martial proceedings f 

*^ There was something exceedingly belligerant in her humor.^ 

"Spoke she of the light infantry, or of any who serve in the 
light corps r 
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'' Your name wa» certainly mentioned,'^ returned Xionel, a 
little dryly ; ^' ahe intimated that the hen-roosts were in danger*' - 

^' Ah I she ia a gii*! of a million ! her very adds are aweei ! 
the spices were not forgotten when the dough, of her oomposi 
tion was mii^^ ; would that she were heiser— five xoinutes of 
moonshine tp a man in loye is worth a whole smumer of a 
broijing sun : 'twould l)e a master-stroke to. entice hex into one 
of our picturesque marches; your piM^tisaln is the man to take 
every thing by surprise — women, and fortifications 1 Where 
now are your companies of the line ; your artillery and dra- 
goons; your engineers and staff? night-capped and snoring to 
a man, while we. enjoy here the very dessert of existence — I 
wish I could hear a nightingale." 

'^You have a solitary, whippowill whistling hisi notes, as if 
ill lamentation at our approach." ^ 

*^ Too dolorous^ and by &r too monotonous ; *tis like eating pig 
fior a nK>nth. But why are our fifes aj^eep ?". 

" Hie pireeautions of a whole day should hardly be defeated 
by the t^ll-tale .Qotes of our music," said Lionel ; ^yottr flpirits 
get the better of your discretion. I should think the prospect 
of a fiatiguing marc^ would have lowered your veinJ' 

^ A fieo for fatigue 1" e^olaimed Polwarth ; >^ we only go out 
to take a position at the cciUegpea to cover our supplicB— fwe are 
for school, I^eo : only fismcy the knaftsacks of the men to be 
satchels, — ^humor my folly^ — and you may beKeve yourself onice^ 
more a boy." I 

The spdrits of Polwarth had indeed mtdeigoiie a sudden 
chan^, when he found the sad iinticipatbns which crossed hia 
mind on first hearing of a night inroad, so agreeably disap- 
pointed by the comfortable situation he occupied ; and he con« 
Unued conversing in thef manner de$eribed, until the boats 
reached an unfrequented point thdt projected .a= little way. into 
that part of the bay which washed the western .side of the 
peninsula^ of Boston. Here the troops landed, and were again 
formed with all possible dispatch. The company of Folwairtb 
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was posted, as before, at the head of the column of light 
infantry ; and an officer of the staff riding a short distance in 
front, it was directed to follow his moTements. Lionel oiderea 
hifi groom to take the route of liie troops with the horses, and 
placing himself once more by the side of the captain,, they pro- 
ceeded at the appointed signal. 

" Now for the shades of old Harvard I" said Polwarth, point- 
ing towards the humble buildings of the miiversity; you shall 
feast this night on reason, while I will make a more sub— Ha I 
what can Hmt blind quarter-inaster mesai by taking this direc^ 
tion ! Does he not scie that the meadows are half covered with 
water T 

" Move on, move on with the light infantry," cried the stem 
voice of the old major of miarines^, who rode but a short distance 
in their rear. " Do you falter at the fflght of water ?" 

** We are not wharf-rats," said PolwartL 

Lionel seized him by the arm, and b^ore the disconcerted 
captain had time to recollect himself he was borne through a 
wide pool of stagnant water, mid-leg deep. 

^ Do not let your romance cost your commiBsion^" said tlie 
major, as Polwarth floundered out of his diffic^ties ; ^ here is 
an itkcident/ at once for your private narrative of t^ campaign.'' 
^^ Ah ! Leo," said the captain, with a sdrt of comieal sorrow, 
^ I fear we are not to court the muses by thisr h^llohved moon 
to-night" 

^ You can assure yourse'tf of that, by observing that we leave 
the academic^ roo& on tfar left-H>ur kaders take the high* 
way." 

They had by this time extHcated themselves from the mead- 
ows, and were moving oil a road which led into the interior. 

** You had better order up. your groom, and mount, Major 
Lincoln," said Polwarth, sullenly: ^'a man need hudxind im 
strength, I see." 

"• *Twould be folly now ; I am wet, and must walk hi 
safety." 

38 • 
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With the departure of Polwarth's spirits the conversatioii be< 
gan to flag, and the gentlemen continued their march with only 
such occasional conununications as arose from the passing inci- 
dents of their situation. It very soon became apparent^ both by the 
direction given to the colunms, as well as by the hurried steps 
of their guide, that the march was to be forced, as well as of 
some length. But as the air was getting cool, even Polwarth 
was not reluctant to warm his chilled blood by more than <»:di* 
naiy exerti<m. The columns opened for the sake of ease, and 
each man was permitted to consult his own conyenience, pro- 
vided he preserved his appointed situation, and kept even pace 
with his comrades. In this manner the detachment advanced 
swifUy, a general silence pervading the whole, as the spirits of 
the men settled into that deep sobriety which denotes much 
earnestness of purpose. At first, the whole country appeared 
buried in a general sleep ; but as they proceeded, the barking 
of the dogs, and the tread of the soldiery, drew the inhabitants 
of the £Eurm-houses to their windows, who gazed in mute won- 
der at the passing spectacle, across which the mellow light of 
the moon cast a glow of brilliancy. Li<mel had turned his 
head, firom studying the surprise depicted in the faces of the 
members of one of these disturbed funilies, when the deep 
tones of a distant church-bell came sweeping down the valley 
in which they marched, ringing peal on peal, in the quick, 
spiritHitirring sounds of an alarm. The men raised their heads 
in wondering attention, as they advanced ; but it was not long 
before the reports of firearms were heard echoing among the 
hills, and bell began to answer bell in every direction, until the 
sounds blended with the murmurs of the night air, or were lost in 
distance. The whole country was now filled with every organ 
of sound that the means of the people furnished, or their inge- 
nuity could devise, to call the population to arms. Fires biased 
along the heights, the bellowing of the conchs and horns min* 
gled with the rattling of the muskets and the varied tones of 
tlie bells, while the swift clatte ing of horses,' hoofs began to be 
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heard, as if their riders were dashing furiously along the flanks 
of the party. 

^ Push on, gentlemen, push on !" shouted the old veteran of 
maiines, amid the din. " The Yankees have awoke, and are 
stirring — ^we have yet a long road to journey. Push on, light 
in&ntry^ the grenadiers are cm youpr heels !^' 

The advance quickened their steps, and the whole body 
pushed for their unknown object with as much rapidity as the 
steadiness of military array would admit In this manner the 
detachment continued to proceed for some hours, without halt- 
ing, and Lionel imagined that they had advanced several leagues 
into the country. The sounds of the alarm had now passed 
away, having swept far inland, until the faintest evidence of its 
existence was lost to the ear, though the noise of horsemen, 
riding furiously along the by-ways, yet denoted that men were 
still hurrying past them, to the scene of the expected strife. As 
the deceitful light of the moon was blending with the truer col- 
ors of tiie day, the welcome somid of '^ Haiti" was passed from 
the rear up to the head of the column of light in£Eintry. 

'* Halt r repeated Polwarth, with instinctive readiness, and 
with a voice that sent the otder through the whole length of 
their extended line ; "^ halt, and let the rear close : if my judg- 
ment in walking be worth so much as an anchovy, they are 
some miles behind us, by this time. A man needs to have 
crossed his race with the blood of Flying Chiiders for this sort 
of work I The next conomand should be to break our fasts. 
Tom, you brought the trifles I sent you frcmi Major Lincoln's 
quarters P 

^Yes, sir," returned his man; "they are on the major's 
horses^ in the rear, as — ^ 

^ The major's horses in the rear, you ass, when food is in such 
request in the front I I wonder, Leo, if a mouthful couldn't be 
[Hcked up in yon fimn-house $" 

"' Pick yourself off that stone, and make the men dress ; 
here is Pitcaim closing to the front witli the whole battalion." 
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Lionel had hardly i^oken before axi< order m9» passed to the 
light infantry to look to their arms, and for the gfenadiers to 
prime and load. The presence of the veteran who rode in front 
of the column, and the hiiny of -the moment, suppressed the 
complaints of Polwarth, who was in tnith an exceU^nt officer, 
as it respected what he himself termed the *' quiesceQt details 
of service.^ Three or four companies of the light corps were 
detached £rom the main body, and formed in the open marching 
order of their exercise, when the old marine, placing himself at 
their head, gave forth the order to advance again at a quick 
step. The road now led. into a vale, and at some distance a 
small hamlet of houses wa& dindy seen through the morning 
haze^ clustered ar6und one of thie humble, but decent temples, 
so common in Massachusetts. The halt, and the brief prepara- 
tions that succeeded, had excited a pow»^ interest jn the 
whole c^the detachment, who pushed earnestly forward, keep- 
ing on the heels of the charger ^ of their vetei^n leader, as he 
passed over the grotUid at a anall trot. The air partook of the 
scent of morning, and the eye was enabled to dwell distinotly 
on surrounding objects, quickening, aided by the excitement cf 
the action, the blood of the men who had been toiling through^ 
out the night in uncertain obscurity along an unknown, and, 
apparently, interminable road. Their object now seemed be- 
fore them and attainable, and they pressed forward to adxiere 
it in animated but silent earnestness. The plain archite6ture o^ 
the church and of its himible companions had just bebotme dis- 
tinct, when three or four armed horsemen were seen attempting 
to anticipate their arriyal, by crossing the head of the column, 
from a by-path. 

" Come in," cried an officer of the staff in front,. ^ come in, 
or quit the place.*^ . , ; .. 

The men turned, and rode briskly off,^ one of their party Hasdi^ 
ing his piece in a vain attempt to. give the alarm. A k>w man- 
date was now passed through the ranks to push on, and^in a 
few momenta they entered on a full view of the hamlet, the 
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ehorcii, mid the Utile green on which it stdod. The forms of 
men were seen moving swiftly across the latter, as a roll of a 
drum broke from the spot ; and there were glimpses of a small 
body o€ countrymen, drawn up in the affectation of military 
parade. 

^ Push on, light infiEmtry P' cried their leader, spurring his 
horse, and advandng with the staff at so brisk a trot, as to dis- 
appear round an angle of the church. 

Lionel pressed forward with a beating heart, hr a crowd of 
horrors rushed across his imagination at the moment, when the 
stem voiqe of the major of marines was again heard, tout- 
ing— 

** Disperse, ye rebels, disperse! Throw down your arms, 
and disperse T 

These memorable words were instantly followed by the re* 
ports of pistols, and the &tal mandate of ^^ Fire P when a loud 
shout arose from the whole body of the soldiery, who rushed 
upon tile open green, and threw in a close discharge on all be- 
fore them. 

" Great God V exclaimed Lionel, " what is it ye do ? Ye 
fire at unoffending men I Is there no law but force ? Beat up 
their pieces, Folwarth — stop their fire.** 

"Halt!" cried Polwarth, brandishing his sword fiercely 
among his men. *^ Come to an order, or Til fell ye to the 
earth I" 

But the excitement which had been gathering to a head for 
so many hours, and the animosity which had so long been 
growing between the troops and the people, were not to be re- 
pressed at a word. It was only when Pitcaim himself rode in 
among the soldiers, and, aided by his ofiScers, beat down their 
arms, that the uproar was gradually quelled, and something 
like order was again restored. Before this was effected, how- 
ever, a few scattering shot were thrown back from their fiying 
vlrersaries, though without material injury to the British. 

When the firing had ceased, oflBc<>rs and men stood gazing 
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at each other for a few momeiits, as if even thej could twcsee 
some of the mighty events which were to follow the deeds of 
that hour. The smoke slowly arose^ like a lifted veil, from the 
green, and, mingling with the fogs of morning, drove, heavily 
across the country, as if to conmiunicate the fatal intelligence 
that the final appeal to arms had been mjsuie. Ev^ eye was 
bent inquiringly on the &tal green, and Lionel beheld, with a 
feeling allied to anguish, a. few men at a distance, writhing and 
struggling in their wdunds, while some five or six bodies lay 
stretched upon the grass in the appalling quiet of death. Sick- 
ening at the sight, he turned, and walked away by himse]^ 
while the remainder of the troops, alarmed by the reports of 
the arms, were eagerly pressing up from the rear to j<Hn their 
comrades. Unwittingly he approached the church, nor did he 
awake from the deep abstraction into which he had fallen, until 
he was aroused by the extraordii^ary spectacle of Job Pray, 
issuii^ from the edifice with an air in which menace was sin- 
gularly blended with resentment and fear. The changeling 
pointed earnestly to the body of a man, who, having been 
wounded, had crept for refuge near to the door of the temple, 
in which he had so often worshipped that Being to whom he 
had been thus hurriedly sent to render his last and great ac- 
count, and said solemnly — 

^ You have killed one of God^s creatures ; and he^ll remem- 
ber it r 

"I would it were one only," said Lionel; "but they are 
many, and none can tell where the carnage is to cease." 

" Do you think," said Job, looking furtively around to assure 
himself that no other overheard him, " that tlie king can kill 
men in the Bay Colony as he can in London ! They'll take 
this up in old Funnel, and 'twill ring again, from the North-End 
to the Neck." 

" Wliat can they do, boy, after all ?" said Lionel, forgetting at 
the moment that he whom he addressed had been denied the 
reason of his kind ; " the power of Britain is too mighty for 
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these scattered and imprepared colonies to cope with, and pru- 
dence would tell the people to desist from resistance while yet 
they naay." 

^'Does the king believe there is more prudence in London 
than there is in Boston f^' returned the simpleton ; ^ he needn't 
think, because the people were quiet at the massacre, there'll be 
no stir about this. You have killed one of God's creat^ires," 
added the lad, ^ and he'll remember it P 

^ How came you here, sirrah f" demanded Lionel, suddenly 
recollecting himself; ^did you not tell me that you were going 
out to fish for your mother f 

^And if I did,'' returned the other sullenly, "an't there fish 
in the ponds as well as in the bay, and can't Nab have a fresh 
taste I Job don't know there is any act of Parliament ag'iu 
taking brook trout" 

^ Fellow, you are attempting to deceive me ! Some one is 
practiang ou your ignonmce, and knowing you to be a fool, is 
employing you on errands that may one day cost your life." 

^ The king can't send Job on a'r'nds," said the lad, proudly ; 
^ for there is no law for itj and Job won't go." 

^ Your knowledge will undo you, simpleton. Who should 
teach you these niceties of the law I" 

^ Why, do you think the Boston people so dumb as not to 
know the law ?" asked Job, with unfeigned astonishment ; ^ and 
Ralph, too— -he knows as much law as the king ; he told me it 
was ag'iu all law to shoot at the minuter-men, unless they fired 
first, because the colony has a right to train whenever it pleases." 
/^ Ralph!" said Lionel, eagerly; ''can Ralph be with you, 
then ! 'tis impossible ; I left him ill, and at home — neither would 
he mingle in such a business as this, at his years." 

^ I expect Ralph has seen bigger armies than the light in- 
fantry, and granniesj and all the soldiers left in town put to* 
gether," said Job, evasively. 

Lionel was far too generous to practice on the simplicity of 
his companion, with a view to extract any secret which might 
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endanger his liberty, but be felt a deep oonoem m ihe welfitfe 
of a ycmng man who had been thrown in his way in the man* 
ner already related. He therefore pursued the subject, with the 
double design to advise Job agaiist any dangoroiis connections, 
and to reHeve his own anxiety on the subject of the aged stran- 
ger. Bnt to all his interrogatc»ies the lad answered guardedly, 
and with a discretion which denoted that he possessed no small 
share of cunning, though a higher order of intellect had been 
denied him. 

" I repeat to you," said Lionel, losing his patience, ** that it is 
important for me to meet the man whom you call Ralph in the 
country, and I wish to know if he is to be seen near here." 

r 

** Ralph scorns a lie," returned Job; "go where he promised 
to meet you, and see if he don't come." 

"But no place was named; and this unhappy event may 
embarrass him, or frighten him — " 

^Frighten him I" repeated Job, shaking his headwitli solemn 
earnestness ; " you can't frighten Ralph P' 

* His daring may prove his misfortune. Boy, I ask you for 
the last time whether the old man — ^" 

Perceiving Job to shrink back limidly, and lower in his looks, 
Lionel paused, and casting a glance behind him, beheld the 
captain of grenadiers standing with folded arms, sHenUy con- 
templating the body of the American. 

** Will you have the goodness to explain to me. Major Lin- 
coln," said the captain, when he perceived himsdf observed, 
" why this man lies here dead f* 

** You see the wotmd in his breast ?" 

" It is a palpable and baistly truth, that ' he has been shot — 
but why, or with what design ?" 

" I must leave that question to be answered by our superiors, 
Captain M^Fuse," returned Lionel. "It is, however, rumored 
that the expedition is out to seize certain magazines of provisp 
ions and arms which the colon^^ts have been collecting, it is 
feared, with hostile intentions." 
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^Z had my own sagaoknis thonghts' that we were hent 4hi 
some such glorious errand," said M'Fuae, with strong contempt 
expressed in his hard features. '^Tell me, Major lancoIuH— you 
aro certainly but a joung soldier, though being of the stidf, you 
should know-^^oea G^ge idiink we can have a war with the 
arms and ammunition all on one aide? We hare had a long 
p'ace, Major Lincoln, land now, when there is a small prospect 
of some of, the peculiarities of our profession arising, we aro 
commanded to do the very thing which is most likely to defate 
the object of war." 

^^ I do not know that I rightly understand you, sir," said Lio 
uel ; ^ there can be but little glory gained by such troops as we 
possess, in a contest with the unarmed and undisciplined inhab- 
itants of any country." 

'' Exactly my maining, sir ; it is quite obvious that we under- 
stand each other throughly, without a word of circumlocution. 
The lads are doing very well at present^ and if left to themselres 
a few months longer, it may become a creditable affair. You 
know as well as I do, Major Lincoln, that time is necessary to 
make a soldier, and if they are hurried into the business, you 
might as well be chasing a mob up Ludgate Hill, for the honor 
you will gain. A discrate officer would nurse this little matter, 
instead of resorting to such precipitation. To my ida'a's, sir, 
the man before us has been butchered, and not slain in honora- 
ble batUe I" 

"There is much reason to fear that others may use the same 
term in speaking of the affair," returned Lioiiel : " God, knows 
how much cause we may have to lament the death of the po<»r 
man." 

" On that topic, the man may be said to have gone through 
a business that was to be done, and is not to be done over 
again," said the captain, very coolly, " and therefore hw death 
can be no very great calamity to himself, whatever it may be to 
us. li these minute-men — and, as they stand but a minute, 
they 'am their name like worthy fellows — ^if these minute-men, 
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sir, atood in your way, you should have whipped them from the 
green with your ramrods." 

^ Here is one who may tell you that they are not to be 
treated hke children either,^ said Lionel, turning to the place 
which had been so recently occupied by Job Pray, but which, 
to his surprise, he now found vacant While he was yet look- 
ing around him, wondering whither the lad could so suddenly 
have withdrawn, the drums beat the signal to form, and a gen- 
eral bustle among the soldiery showed theni to be on the eve of 
further movements. The two gentlemen instantly rejoined their 
companions, walloDg thoughtfully towards the troops, though 
influenced by such totally different views of the recent transac- 
tions. 

During the short halt of the advance, the whole detachment 
was again united, and a hasty meal had been taken. The as- 
tonishment which succeeded the rencontre had given place, 
among the officers, to a military pride, capable of sustaining 
them in much more arduous circumstances. Ev^i the ardent 
looks of professional excitement were to be seen in most €i 
their countenances, aa with glittering arms, waving banners, and 
timing their march to the enlivening music of their band, they 
wheeled from the £atal spot, and advanced again, with proud 
and measured steps,. along the highway. If such was the re- 
sult of the first encounter on the lofty and tempered spirits of 
the gentlemen of the detachment, its effect on the common hire- 
lings in the ranks was still more palpable and revolting. Their 
coarse jests, and taunting looks, as they moved by the despised 
victims of their disciplined skill, together with the fierce and 
boastful expression of brutal triumph, which so many among 
them betrayed, exhibited the infallible evidence, that, having 
tasted of blood, they were now ready, like tigers, to feed on it 
till they were glutted. 
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CHAPTER X. 

"There was monnting ^rnong Giwmes of the Netherbj obn 
Foetors^ Fen wicks, and Mnsgraves, thej rode and they ran; 
There was racing^ and.ehasing^ on Caanobie Lea.—" 

MiLSMIOV. 

Thk pomp of military parade, with which the troops marcheJ 
from the village of Lexington, as the little hamlet was called, 
where the foregoing events occurred, soon settled again into the 
sober and business-like air of men eamestlj bent on the achieve- 
ment of their object It was no longer a secret that thej were 
to proceed two leagues further into the interior, to destroy the 
stozes already mentioned, and which were now known to be col- 
lected at Conoord, the town wh^e the Congress of Provincia] 
Delegates, who were substituted by the colonists for the ancient 
legislatures of the province^ held their meetings. As the march 
could not now be conoealed, it became necessary to resort to 
expedition^ in order to insure its sucoeasful termination. The 
veteran <^cer of marines, so often mentioned, resumed his post 
in front, and at the head of the same companies of the %ht corps, 
which he had before led, pushed in advance of the heavier 
column of the grenadiers. Polwarth, by this arrangement, per- 
ceived himself again included among those on whose swiftness 
of foot so much depended. When Lionel rejoined his friend, 
he found him at the head of his men, marching with so grave 
an air, as at once induced the major to give him credit for x^ 
grets much more commendable than such as were connected 
with his physical distress. The files were once more opened for 
room, as well as for air, which was becoming necessary, as a hot 
son began to dissipate the mists of the morning, and shed that 
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enerrating influenoo on the men, so peculiar to the first warmth 
of an American spring. 

^ This has been a hasty business altogether, Major Lincoln/' 
said Folwarth, as Lionel took his wonted station at the side of 
the other, and dropped mechanically into the regular step of 
the party — ^ I know not that it is quite as lawful to knock a 
man in the head as a bulloqk." 

^ You then agree with me in thinking our attack hasty, if jiot 
cruel r 

" Hastj 1 most unequivocally. Haste may be caUed the dis- 
tinctive property of the expedition ; and whatever destroys the 
appetite of an honest roan, may be set down as crueL I have 
not been able to swallow a mouthful of breakfiast, Leo. A 
man must have the cravings of a hysena, and the stomach of 
an .ostrich, to eat and digest with such w(H?k as this of oqrs be- 
fore his eyes." 

'^ And yet the men regard their acta with triumph T' 

^The dogs axe driUed into it. But yon saw how sober the 
FrovitkcialB looked- in the matter : we must endeavor to s6oth 
their feelings in the best manner we can." 

^^ Will they, not despise our consolation and apologies, and 
look rather to themselves for redress and vengeance t" 

Polwartk smiled omtemptuously, and there was an air of 
pride about him that gave an a{^>earanoe of elasticity even to 
his heavy tread, as he answ^ed — 

" The thing is a bad thing, Major Lincoln, and, if 70U will,, 
a wicked thing ; but take the assurance of a man who knows 
the country well, there will be no attempts at vengeance ; and 
aa for redress, in a military wiay, the thing is impossible." 

^ You speak with a confidence sir, that should find its war- 
ranty in an intimate acquai^ktance with the weaknesa of the 
peo^b." 
. ^ I have dwelt two years, Major Lincoln, in the very heart of 
the country ^' said Polwarth, wiiiiout turning his eyes from the 
steady gaze be maintained on the long road which lay before 
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hiiii^ *^ e^en thiee hundred miles beyond the inhabited dielricts ; 
and I should know the charactei^ of the nation, as well as its 
resources* In respect to the latter, there is no esculent thing 
within its bordersi from a hununing^bird .to a buSalo, or from 
an artichoke to a watennelon, that I have not, on some occa- 
sion or other, had toaaed up, in a certain way> — ^therefore, I can 
speak with confidence, and do not hesitate to say, that the colo- 
nists will never fight; nor, if the j had the di^osition, do they 
possess Ihe means to maintain a war." 

"Perhaps, sir," Ktumed Lionel sharply, "you have con- 
sulted the animals of the country too closely to be acquainted 
with ita spirits r 

" The relation between them is intimate — ^tell me what food 
a man diets on, and I will furnish you with his character. 'Tis 
morally impossible that a people who eat their pudding before 
the meat3, after the fashion of these colonists, can ever make 
good soldiers, because the appetite is appeased before the intro- 
duction of the succulent nutriment of the fie^h, into-rr" 

"Enough I spare me the remainder,^' interrupted Lionel; 
"too much has been said already to prove the inferiority oE the 
American to the European animal, and your: reasoning is con- 
clusive." 

" Bariiament must do somelhii^ for the ^Eunilies ci !the suf- 
ferers." 

" Parliament T' echoed Lionel, with bitter emphasis* yes, wo 
shall be called on to pass sesolutions to commend the decision 
of the general, and the eomage of the troops ; and then, a£ber 
we have added eveiy possible inault to the injuiy, under the 
conviiG|tion of our imaginary supremacy, we may hisai of some 
paltry sum to .the widows and cirphans cited as an evidence of 
the unbounded generosity of the nation I" 

" The feeditgof six or senpen broods of young Yankees is no 
sucii tHfie, Ifi^or LindOln," i^etunied Polwarth; "and there I 
trust the limhappy affair wH end. .We are now imarehin^ on 
QoDcord, a place with a most atispicioiis' name, where we ahidl 
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find re]X)6e under ita shadow, as well as the food of this hoiao- 
made parliament, which they have gotten together. These con- 
siderations alone support me under the fatigue of this direful 
trot with which old Htcairn goes over the ground — does the 
man think he is hunting with a pack of beagles at his heels f" 

The opinion expressed by his companion, concerning the 
martial propensities of the Americans, was one too common 
among the troops to excite any surprise in Lionel ; but, dis- 
gusted with the illiberality of the sentiment, and secretly of- 
fended at the supercilious manner with which the other ex- 
pressed these injurious opinions of his countrymen, he continued 
his route in silence, while Polwarth speedily lost his loquacious 
propensity in a sense of the fatigue that assailed every muscle 
and joint in his body. 

That severe training of the corps, concerning which the cap- 
tain vented such frequent complaints, now stood the advance in 
good service. It was apparent tJbat the whole country was in a 
state of high alarm, and small bodies of armed men w^e occa- 
sionally seen on the heights that flanked th^ rout^, though no 
attempts were made to rerenge the deaths <^ those who fell at 
Lexington. The march of the troops was accelerated rather 
with a belief that the colonists might remove, or otherwise se- 
(^rete the stores, than from any apprehension that they would 
dare to oppose the progress of the chosen troops of the army. 
The slight resistance of the Americans in the rencontre of that 
mcMming, was abeady a jest among the soldiers, who sneeringly 
remarked, that tihe term of ^ minute-men" was deservedly ap- 
plied to warriors who had proved themselves so dexterous at 
flight In short, every op^brious and disrespectful epithet 
that contempt and ignorance could invent, were ireelj lavished 
on the forbearing mildness <^ the suffering colonists. In this 
temper the troops reached a point whence the modest spire and 
roo& of 0<mcord became visible. A small body of the colonists 
retired throi^ the place aa the English advanced, and the de- 
tachment entered the town without the least resistance, and 
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with the appearance of oonqueTora. Lionel was not long in 
discoyering, from such of the inhabitants as remained, that, 
notwithstanding their approach had been known for some time, 
die eveaiB of tliat morning were yet a secret from the people 
of the village. Detachments from the light corps were imme- 
diately sent in yarious directions ; some to search for the am- 
munition and provisions, and some to guard the approaches to 
die place. One, in particular, followed the retreating footsteps 
of the Americans, and took post at a bridge, at some little dis- 
tance, which cut off the communication with the country to the 
northward. 

In the mean time, the work of destruction was commenced in 
the town, chiefly under the superintendence of the veteran officer 
of the marines. The few male inhabitants who remained in 
their dwellings were of necessity peaceable, though Lionel could 
read, in their flushed cheeks and gleaming eyes, the secret in- 
dignation of men, who, accustomed to the protection of the 
law, now found themselves subjected to the insults and wanton 
abuses of a military inroad. Every door was flung open, and 
no place was held sacred from the rude scrutiny of the licen- 
tiouB soldiery.* Taunts and execrations soon mingled with the 
seeming moderation with which the search had commenced, and 
loud exultation was betrayed, even among the officers, as the 
scanty provisions of the colonists were gradually brought to 
light It was not a moment to respect private rights, and the 
freedom and ribaldry of the men wero on the point of becoming 
something more serious, when the report of firearms was heard 
suddenly to issue from the post held by the light infantry, at 
the bridge. A few scattering shot were succeeded by a volley, 
which was answered by another with the quickness of lightning, 
and then the air became filled with the incessant rattiing of a 
sharp conflict Every arm was suspended, and each tongue 
became mute with astonishment, and the men abandoned their 
occupations as these unexpected sounds of war broke on their 
ears. Tlie chiefs of the party were seen in consultation, and 
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harsemoii rode funoudlj into ib% place^ to eommunicate ike 
aature of this ii«w conflict Th^ r»nk of Major linboln soon 
obtained for bim a knowledge that it was thought iiiqfio]itii& to 
communicate to the whole detachment l^otwitlutanding it 
was apparent that they, who brought the . intelligence ' were 
anxious to give it the most favorable a^pect^ ho soon dise6i?esP6d 
that the same bpdy of AmericaBSy which had retired at t^ir 
apfffoach, having attlempted to return to their homes in the 
town, had been fired on at the bridge and in the RlrimiiRh utrhich 
succeeded, the troope had been ccxnpdUbd to give -^y with 
loss. The effect of this prompt and spirited condiict on the 
part of the provinoiab produced a sudden alten^on, not only 
in the aspect, but also in the j^roeeodings ci the troops. The 
detachments w«fe recalled, and the drums beat to arms;' and, 
for the first tiine, both officers and men seemed to recollect that 
the^ had six leagues to mardi through a counlrj that hardly 
contained a friend. StiU few or no enemies were visiUe, wiih 
the e^^ception of those men of Oono(N:d, who had idreeady drawn 
blood fredy from the iuvadera of tlieir domestic sanctnari^. 
The dead, and all the eommSon wounded, webe left where they 
had fallen ; and it was tliought an ui^v(»able. omen among 
the observant of the detachment, that k. wounded young sabal^ 
tern, of rank and fortune, was also abandoned to the mercy of 
the exasperated Americans. The privates caught the infection 
from their officers^ and lionel saw, that in place of thehigh and 
insulting confidence with which iihe troops had wheeled into 
the streets of Oon<^ord, that they left them, when the order was 
g^ven to nlar<^' with &ces bent aB:dously on the surrdfEiiding 
heights, and with looks that be^ke a consciousness of tlie 
clangers that wer^ likely to beset the iong road which lay :before 
them. 

Their apprehensions weie not groundless. The troops had 
hardly cotomenced their march before a volley was fired upon 
them from the protection of a bam, and as they advanced, v<(«l* 
ley succeeded volley, and musket answered musket from behini 
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eveij cover iLat offered to their asaailaots. At first tlieBe de- 
sultory and feeUe attacks were but little regsffdjed;. a briak 
charge, and a am^rt fiiB of a few momenta never failed to dis- 
perse their enemiei^ when the troops again proceeded iot a short 
distance unmolested. But the alarm of the preoeding night 
had gathered the people over an inuoense exitent of country ; 
and^ having waited for information, those searest to the scene of 
action were already pressing forwi^rd totheassistaiice of their 
friends. There was hut little order, and no concert amoi:i^ the 
Americans ; but each party,, as it arrired, pushed into the fray, 
hanging on the sldxts of their enemies^ or making spirited, 
though ineffectual efforts to stop their progress. While the 
men from the towns behind them pressed i^n their rear, the 
population in their front accumulated in bodies^ like a rolling 
hall of snow^ and before half the distance b^ween Concord and 
Lexington was accomplished, Lionel perceived that the safety of 
their boasted power was in extreme jeopardy. During the first 
hour of these attacks, while they were yet distaiit, desultory, 
and feeble^ the young soldier had marched by the side of M'Fuse, 
who shook hk head disdainfully whenever a shot whistled near 
him^ and did not fiidl to comment fr^ly on the folly <^ com^ 
mendng a war thus pronatucely^ which, if piroperly nursed, 
might) to- use his 4>wn words, ^^be in time bcought to some^ 
thing pretty and interesting.^ 

" You perceive, Major. Lincoln," he added, ^ that th^se pro- 
vincials have got the first elements of the art^ for the rascals 
fire with exceeding accuracy, when the distance is oooridered 
and six months or a year of dose drilling would make then^ 
good for something in. a regukor charge. They have . got a 
smart crack to thejr peaces, and a pretty irhit.to their lead al- 
ready ; if they could but learn to deliver their fire in platoons, 
the lads might make some impression on the light in&ntry even 
now ; and in a year or two, sir, they would not be unworthy ct 
the favors of the grenadiers." 

Lionel listened to this, and much other similar discourse, with 
89 
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a Tacant ear ; but as the combat thickened, the blood of the 
joung man began to course more swifU j through his veins ; 
and at length, excited by the noise and the danger which was 
pressing more closely arotmd them, he mounted, and, riding to 
the commander of the detachment, tendered his assistance as h 
volunteer aid, having lost every other sensation in youthful 
blood, and the pride of arms. He was immediately charged 
with orders for the advance, and driving his spurs into his steed, 
he dashed through the scattered line of fighting and jaded 
troops, and galloped to its head. Here he found several com- 
panies, diligently employed in clearing the way for their com- 
rades, as new foes appeared at every few rods that they ad- 
vanced. Even as Lionel approached, a heavy sheet of fire 
flashed from a close barn-yard, full in the faces of the leading 
files, sending the swifl engines of death into the very centre of 
the party. 

^ Wheel a company of the light infantry. Captain Polwarth," 
cried the old major of marines, who battled stoutly in the van, 
" and drive the skulking scoundrels from their ambush.** 

^Oh! by the sweets of ease, and the hopes- of a halt ! but 
here is another tribe of these white savages T responded the un- 
fortunate, captain — ^ Look out, my brave men 1 blaze away over 
the walls on your left — ^give no quarter to the annoying rascals 
— ^get the first shot — give them a foot of your steel." 

While venting such terrible denunciations and commands, 
which were drawn from the peaceable captain by the force of 
circumstances, Lionel beheld his friend disappear amid the 
buildings of the farm-yard in a doud of smoke, followed by his 
troops. In a few minutes afterwards, as the line toiled its way 
up the hill on which this sbene occurred, Polwardi reappeared, 
issuing from the fray with his face bladcened and grimmed 
with powder, while a sheet of flame arose from the spot, which 
soon laid the devoted buildings of the unfortunate husbandman 
iu ruins. 

^ Ha I Major Lincoln,** he cried, as he approached the other, 



^io, jm i»U. Ibetfe- IJn^trja^^. movemental to in# tiMy 
iie: tl^ tonaoatft ,of i(k^ d^^DOddl-HGro/joaMirha hnye mflii- 
M^a^a^iflMit is better, %. horoe^' gp tp Smiib, aod tdl hiSn 
^ IksH )ntt:0»ll A lildti I will Ql^gi^ witb; 19^ j; sin^ cqilijMyi^, to 
laaft ooiBeir^ ifi $11^ ^d lie may a^^f^U m4 l&ecfp tbjBsef blood- 
wiokeri At;b^ for.im )iour,.wbU0:tbQ fMKK^bm^iit eaA.re«t aad 
iftti^fOieir li^gel^-Hira9^ 1)4 will tbliii idloii^.iyiie for 

Ui defeadera 10 pevfi^m the^ aiubo neeeiaftry opentiooa. A 
nillb.iMttfeti''Hiii breikfiilrt-Tli biufmng fiua^-rii^ aftefc diile — iio 
hilVJAi^ nol^g b^it-AivMbr^ ^ «!rety jjmneiple 

iiik/9b{jrittC9/i4)4'.0F^A.Ip .t^ anAjt^i^j/! of mMi; to think he csn 
endnlei^r : • . ' • '..'.' 

. Ii0oel;€iKl«iiT^sed t^ enooimige htt fri«|d: to, itew.e)perti<»», 
9S^iK(rt»sg »W^j ftom IJieir lei2ii^^jBpo)ke eh^ii|^ji find with 
A'mertiill tone, lo* hiit ttdopf^ The meli. eheeiM.iie.they'ptoed, 
and d^^hed ftnmd t<>:itew eHooiultieKt; tke\AjB»cMofos yfeid- 
tiqr jBlleoIyy bftit.meediMrilyi .to the' eolntinl ehiii|^ of tlie 
b«fOiiet> to^ which thet^gfiibu» leeorted to >dModg6 fhenu M 
the advance moved on again, Lionel turned to contemplate the 
aoeae in 4he rear« They had «i^:been uuirdung^aad fitting 
(at liro honm wiOi little Ojt lw> i^tatM.^ ;' bM it Wad bit too 
evadent. that .the folee: of the aaaailadta'wfis incnieasing, boHi in 
Bumbets and id dating itt ea^b et^ they Uick. , On either eidb 
of th^ hig^w^r, aliing th^ eUHs W e«0ky wood'or.oichard; in 
thto iOp«Oi Aelda, and' from eiferyJbipii^e^iDanl, ior aov^ in ^og^t, 
th6 >fl^ x>f fire$rm# waa for berae^IWJhile Hbb ahbuti of the 
fingliflhgp»w/aitdach:i4i$ta(iit,:fee^kr.'andl^ H^vy 

cloudl\ 6f amoke roee above . the. valley into whkk he* kioked, 
and ming^ with the duat of ^e mareh, drawing an impene- 
trable veil before the view; but as the wind, at momenta, dioved 
it alslde, he oaugbt glin^xtea of th« wished and fiibAYing'platoona 
of the party, aometimea breaating and repulsidg an attack with 
apirit, and at othera ahrinldng from: the' ooo%eat| with an ill- 
ieone^ed deaire to urge their retr^ to die verge of an abao- 
hite iight Young «a he waa, Major Lincoln knew enough of 
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his profession to andentand that nothing but the want of con 
eeit, and of a unity of command among the Amaioana, sayed the 
detaehinent from total destniction. The attacks were growing 
extrmiely spirited, and not unfreqnenily close and bloody 
though the discipline <^ the troops enabled them still to beai 
np against this desoltory and divided wai&re, when liond 
heard, with a pleasure he could not conceal, the loud ahoule 
that arose from the Tan, as the cheering int^gence was pro- 
claimed through the ranks, that the doiid of dust in their front 
was raised by a chosen brigade of their comrades, which had 
ocxne most timely to their succor, with Hie heir of Nortliumber- 
land at its head. The Americans gave way as the two detach- 
ments joined, and the artillery of the succors opened upon tiheir 
flying pairties, giving a few minutes of stolen rest to those who 
needed it to much. Polwarth threw himself fat on the earth, 
as Lionel dismounted at his ade, and his example was £[dlowed 
by the whole party, who lay panting, under the heat and fiitigne, 
like worried deer, that had succeeded in throwing the houjuds 
from their scent 

^ As I am a gentleman of ample habits, and a man innocent 
of aU this bloodshed. Major lincoln,** said the captain, '^I pro- 
nounce this march to be a most unjust draft on the resourees of 
human nature. - 1 have journeyed at least five leagues between 
this spot and that place of discord that they fidsely call Con- 
cord, within two hours, amidst dust, smoke, groans^ and other 
infernal cries, that would cause the best4rained racer in i^hnd 
to bolt ; and breathing an air, all the time, that would boil an 
egg in two minutes and a quarter, if fairly exposed to it'' 

^You ovn^rate the distance— 'tis but two leagues by the 
stones — ^" 

^ Stones I" interrupted Polwarth. ^ I scorn their lies : I have 
h leg here that is a better index for miles, feet, or even inches, 
than was ever chiselled in stone/* 

^We must not contest this idle pointy" returned Lionel, 
^ for I see the troops ar^ aboiit tq dine ; and we have need 
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of eveij moment to reach Boston before the night rloeeg 
around xaJ* 

^ Eat t^Boeton ! — anight I" slowly repeated Polwarth, raising 
himself on one arm, and staring wildly about him. ^ Surely 
no man among us is so nud as to talk of moving from this spot 
short of a week : it would take half that time to receive the 
internal refreshment necessary to our systems, and the remain- 
der to restore us heakhy appetites." 

^Such, however, are the orders of the Earl Percy, from whom 
I kam that the whole country is rising in our front** 

**' Ay, but they are fellows who slept peacefrdly in their beds 
the past night; and I dare say that every dog among them ate 
his half pound of pork, together with additions suitable for a 
breakfast, before he crossed his threshold this morning. But 
with us the case is diflferrat It is incumbent on two thousand 
British troops to move with defibeintion, if it should be only fer 
the credit of hii majesty's arms. No, no — the gallant Percy too 
highly respects his princely lineage and name, to assume the 
appearance of flight before a mob of base-bom hinds T 

The intelligence of Lionel was neverthelew true ; for, after a 
short halt, allowing barely time enough to the troops to eat a 
hasty meal, the drums again beat the signal to march^ and Pol- 
warth, as well as many hundred others, was reluctantly com- 
' pelled to resume his feet, under the penalty of being abandoned 
to the fury of the exasperated Americans. While the troops 
were in a state of rest, the field-pieces of the reinforcement 
kept their foes at a distance ; but the instant the guns were 
limbered, and the files had once more opened for room, the 
attacks were renewed from every quarter, with redoubled fury. 
The excesses of the troops, who had begun to vent their anger 
by plundering and firing the dwellings that they passed, added 
to ^e bitterness of the attacks ; and the march had not been 
renewed many minutes, before a fiercer conflict raged along its 
lAdrts than had been before witnessed on that day. 

^ Would to God that the enreat Iforthumbrian would form us 
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« 

b order of battle^ and make a fidr field mth dw YaDheekT' 
grroaned Polwarth, as he toiled his way once more iyi*b thead- 
vance. " Half an hour would settle tbe m^ieri atd i. tnan 
would 'then posseflA the gintifioation of ^adeioghimaeVfi'Tiotdr, 
"^or at least of kuowiag that he waa ooi«fortohly and (fnietly 
dead." : . • r' . • 

<< Few of ua would ever arrive in thermorokig) if W4k left the 
Americans a night to gather in ; and a h^' q£ an boms womU 
lose us the adv^antogea of the wbolf^ maicb)?/ retutoM^XooneL 
"• Cheer up, mj^ old ppHuade, and you will eataUi^- jpwr-rapti- 
tadoa for aetiyity forev<er. Here 4SQmea a pmrty'of iho provin- 
cials over the. crest of the hill ^ ho^ yoli fak eiy^ple^ei^^ 

PolwBrth east a loo): of deapair at Iiioael|. aa he muttoted in 
reply — • i • • 

^* £Q)ploymeiit I God iaK>ws tbf^ tb^re baa Dotrbeeo a sin- 
gle nauacle, anew, o? j<Hnt in my body m, a #tate o£ whc^lesome 
rest for.four*f^-t^enty bottrs V* ThOB tunang t)0 hi| men, be 
cried, with tones 99 cliie^rfdi and aiUAUi^l^^ibat'the^ aeemed to 
proceed from a finid and doiia^ e^^r^iofif l» be )ed tbem gal- 
lantly intotbe approiUdbdi^fray~r-'^£Qatter .the dc^gi^ my brave 
fnendal Away with tiben hifA^ g^albs. Mke mosqidtQefl^ Vke 
leeches, as they are \ QUf^ it them — ^lead ai|d - ste^ by handa- 

ful— " V .: . 

^ On-^push on with the advance T ^out^d tbfi o)d mijor of 
marines, who obseryed the leading platoons to stagger* 

The voice of Polwarth waa. o^oe more, heard m J^^. din, 
and their irregular aasaiJaats sullenly .yielded, before the 

^ On — on ifitb ih^ advance T eried fifty veieea eiot ^f if dond 
of smoke and di|st that was moving up the hiH^ on whose side 
this encounter occuned. 

In thia numner the trajr continued to roll slowly oY^t^a^ fd- 
lowing the weary and heavy footstepa of the soldiery, who had 
now toiled for many miles, surrounded by the cfin of battle, and 
leaving in their path the bloody impreseiom of th^ fi^otsteps. 



LLonel was enabled to. tl«oe their' Toiitej far towards the nOrth, 
by the bright red spots which lay scattered in- alarmihg num* 
ben' kloDg tbe highway) and in the fields, through which the 
tooopi oocjmioiaally mov^ He even found th)^, in iho inter- 
vals of leat^to note the differendein the characters of the com- 
batants. 'Wbenerer the ground oi( llie circumstances admitted 
oi a regular atiack, the dying eottfidence of the ti^ps would 
seem restored; and they ibov«d tip to the charge' with the 
bdd 'oaniagtf wUieh high disdpiixie ini^Hies, rending thie air 
with shoutis, while their enemies mdted before -their poWer in 
sullen silence, nerer ceasing to use their weapons, however, with 
an expertness that rendered them doubly datagerous. The di- 
BBcdoBof the columns frequently brought the troops, orer 
gromid that had been sharply contested in front^ land the vio- 
tiraa of these shoit stru^ee caaae mider the eyes of the detach- 
mcait ' It was necessary to torn a deaf etf to the cries and 
prayers of many wounded solders, whoj with horror and abject 
fear writtai' on every ftetuie of their coutiteBanees^ were the 
helpless witnesses <of the retreating files of -their ^n^radeGL On 
the other himd, &e American lay in his l^ood^ regarding Uie 
passing detachmelKt'wiih -a stem and indignant' djre^^that i^ 
peared to look iat! beyond his iBdivtdual siiffering; O^er one 
body, Lionel pulled- the teins ef his horse, ittid he paused a mo- 
ment to coifadder the spectade; It was the lifeless form of a 
mim, wboise white loclo; koitew cheeks, . and emaciatied frame, 
denoted' that the biiUet whieh had sVrkSren^him to the earth 
had anticipated t}ie irresistible decrees of time but a very few 
days. He had fallen on his back, and his glazed eye expressed, 
even in death, thfe honest Yesetftment he had felt While living ; 
and his palsied hand con^nued to grasp the fireldck, old and 
time-wom, like its owner, with which he had taken the field' in 
briudl of his' cotmtty. ' 

'^ Where can a contest end' which calls su^h champions to its 
aidT' exelidnied Lionel, observing that the sliadow of another 
spoc^tlitor fell aeross the wan features of the dead; *^ who can 
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tell where this torrent of blood can be stayed, or how many are' 
to be its victims T 

Beeeiving no answer, he raised his eyes, and discovered that 
he had unwittingly put this searching question to the very man 
whose rashness had precipitated the war. It was the major oi 
marines, who sat looking at the sight, for a minute, with. an eye 
as vacant as the one that seemed to throw back his wild gaze, 
and then, rousing from his trance, he buried his rowels in the 
flanks of his horse, and disappeared in the smoke that enveloped 
a body of the grenadiers, waving his sword on high, and 
shouting — 

" On — ^push on with the advance !" 

Major Lincoln slowly fpUowed, musing on the scene he had 
witnessed, when, to his surprise, he encountered Polwarth, 
seated on a rock by the roadside, lo(^ng with a listless and dull 
eye at the retreating columns. Cheeking his charger, he in- 
quired of his Mend if he was hurt. 

^ Only melted,^ returned the captain : ^ I have outdone the 
speed pf man this day, Majoi Lincoln, and can do no more. If 
you see any of my Mends in dear Engl^md, tell them that I met 
my fate as a soldier should, stationary ; though I am actually 
melting away in rivulets, like the snows of April.'' 

'' Good God I you will not remain here to be slain by the 
provindals, by whom you see we are completely enveloped T 

^^ I am preparing a speech for the first Yankee who may ap- 
proach. K he be a true man, he will melt into tears at my suf- 
ferings this day — ^if a savage, my heirs will be spared the charges 
of my funeral I" 

Lionel would have continued 'his remonstrances, but a fierce 
encounter between a flanking party of the troops and a body of 
Americans; drove the former dose upon him ; and, leaping the 
wall, he rallied his comrades, and turned the tide of battle in 
their favor. He was drawn far from the spot by the vicissitudes 
of the conabat, and there was a moment^ while passing from one 
body of the troops to another, that he found himself unexpeet* 
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edly alone, in a most dangerous yicinity to a small wood. The 
hurried call of ^ Pick off that officer P first aroused him to his 
extreme danger, and he had mechanically bowed himself on the 
neck <^ his charger, in e3q)ectation of the &tal messengers, when 
a voice was heard among the Americans, crying, in tones that 
'^saused every nerve in his body to thrill— 

"• Spare him ! for the love of that God you^ worsliip, spore 
him !" 

The overwhelming sensations of the moment prevented flight, 
and the young man beheld Ralph, running with frantic gestures, 
along the skirts of the cover, beating up the firearms of twenty 
Americans, and repeating his cries in a voice that did not seem 
to belong to a human being: then, in the confusion which 
whirled through his brain, Lionel thought himself a prisoner, as 
a man, armed with a long rifle, glided from the wood, and laid 
his hand on the rein c^ his bridle, saying earnestly — 

^ lis a bloody day, and God will remember it ; but if Major 
Lincoln will ride straight down the hill, the people won't fire for 
fear of hitting Job ; and when Job fires, hell shoot that granny 
who^s getting over the wall, and there'll never be a stir about it 
in Funnel Hall." 

Lionel wheeled away quicker than thought, and as his charger 
took long and desperate leaps down the sJight declivity, he 
heard the shouts of the Americans behind him, the crack of 
Job's rifle, and the whizzing of the bullet which the changeling 
sent, as h<d had promised, in a direction to do him no harm. 
On gaining a place of comparative safety, he found Pitcaim in 
the act of abandoning his bleeding horse, the close and bitter 
attacks of the provincials rendering it no longer safe, for Bn offi- 
cer to be seen pding <m the flanks of the detachment Lionel, 
though he valued his steed highly, had also received so many 
intimations of the dangerous notipe he had attracted, that he 
waa soon obliged to follow this example ; and he saw, with deep 
rej^t, the noble -animal scouring across the fields with a* loose 
rein, snorting and snuffing the tainted air. He now joined a 
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partj of the combataintfi 6n foot, snd contiiiHed to animate tb^m 
to n^w exertions during the-i^mainder of the tedious iray. 

From the moment the spireis of Boston meK tho Tiew c^ the 
troops, the struggle became intensely. i^teresUng. New vigoir 
was imparted to their weary fi:iimes by the cheering ^^i, atfd^ 
assuming once more ih€ air of high martial training, they bore 
up against the assaults of their enemies with renewed spirit 
On the other hand, the Americans seemed aware that the -b^o- 
ments of vengeance were passing swilUy away, and boys, and 
gray-headed men, the wounded and the active, crowded aroiind 
their invaders, as if eager to obtadn a parting blow. Even the 
peaceful ministers of Gt)d were kbown to take the field on thaA 
memorable occasion, and, mingliBg with their }>aykhi0nerB, to 
brave every danger in k cause which they believed in coinsonaoce 
with their hol^ Calling. - The sun was sinking over- the Isoid, 
and the situation of the detachment had become nearly dei^r- 
ate, when ' Percy abandoned the idea - '<yf reacihiBg -the Ke6k, 
across which he. had "proa&tf matx;hed that morning from Boe^ 
ton, and strained every nerve to get the remidndes. of his com- 
mand within the penihsula of Charlestown. The (»ests md ike 
sides of the heights were alive with men, and as the shades^ ei 
evening closed about the combatants, the bosoms of the Ameri- 
cans beat high with hope, while they witnessed the faltcaeihg steps 
and slackened fire of the tro^s. But high discip&e fitially so 
&r prevailed as to snatch the English from the very gHaspof 
destrttcdon,- anid' enabled them to gain the narrow entrance to 
the^ei^nKf i^ltet jusi ias .night had come apparently to s^ 
their doom. 

Lioniel stood leading 'Against a ifence,is this fitie body of men, 
which ti few hours before had 'thou|ht themselves e^ual to a 
mar(ji through the colonies, defiled slowly and heavily by him, 
dragging' their weary and exhausted limbs up the toilsi^me 
iecent of Bunker Hill. ' The haij^ty eyes of mosi^ the officers 
i^re-beht to the earth in shame, and the common herd, even in 
fliat place of security, cast many an anxious glance behind theUi, 
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to aasure thenuelree th&l the despised iohabitante of the prorince 
wore DO longer presmng on theii footsteps. Fl&toon after pla- 
toon passed, each man ctonpelled to depend on his own wearied 
limbs for snppwt, nntil lionel at last saw a solitary honeman 
slowly ascending among the crowd. To his utter amazement 
and great joy, as this officer dppivabhed, he beheld Fotwarth, 
mounted on Us ovn stsedj ridii^ towuda bim, with a face of 
(he ntmost coIn|>lacency and compdsnre. The dress of the cap- 
tain WM ianf in Ttua^ plaocfs and the haunn^ of the saddle 
weT» oat into ribaadi^ while hwe aid; thwe a i^t of dotted 
Uood,t<w the sides <^ the beost^ served to annonnce the partiou- 
Imt notice the lider had reedyed from the Amerjoans. The 
txvUt was Boon ei4o^t«} ftpot t^e hoirsst soldier; Tbo loro of 
1^ 1^ returned ^ritji tbo-Nght of 4h4 abandoned chtu^gor. Qe 
aekB<tK4e^ed it had cost him his watch to have the beast 
c^B^t ; but, ooce ertaUished in tilie saddle, no daqger,, nor any 
itnatDnstnUioeB, oould mdupe him to relinqui^ a seat which he 
fownd s4 QoMoliDg afltf all the fat%ue and motion -jf that evil 
dfty,- in whidi he had been OMOpelled to share in the ot^qiitJeB 
of thofee who foimht on tbs side of the orowp, in the memorable 
tMittle of Lexiofrtpp. 
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CHAPTER XL 

* JTimL'^Is it not lAwftil, sn* pleaM jour mtiettyt 
To ten how manj is kiUodr Kjmq Umski 7. 

WiiiLB a strong party of the royal troops took post on tht* 
height which commanded the approach to their position, the 
remainder penetrated deeper into the peninsula, or wer^ trans- 
ported by the boats of the fleet to the town of Boston. Lionel 
and Polwarth passed the strait with the first division of the 
wounded, the former having no duty to detain him any longer 
with the detachment, and the latter stoutly maintaining that his 
corporeal sufferings gave him an undoubted claim to include his 
case among the casualties of the day. Perhaps no officer in the 
army of the king felt less chagrin at the result of this inroad 
than Major Lincoln ; for, notwithstanding his attachment to his 
prince and adopted country, he was keenly sensitive on the sub- 
ject of the reputation of his real countrymen : a sentimeni ihiA 
is honorable to our nature, and which never deserts any that do 
not become disloyal to its purest and noblest impulses. Even 
while he regretted the price at which his comrades had been 
taught to appreciate the characters of those whose long and 
mild forbearance had been misconstrued into pusillanimity, he 
rejoiced that ihe eyes of the more aged would now be opened 
to the truth, and that the mouths of the young and thoughtless 
were to be forever closed in shame. Although the actual 
losses of the two detachments were probably concealed from 
motives of pdicy, it was early acknowledged to amount tb about 
one sixth of the whole number employed. 

On the whar^ Lionel and Polwarth separated; the latter 
agreeing to repair speedily to the private quarters of his friend, 
where he promised himself a solace for the compulsory absti- 
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neooe aud privations of his long mardi, and ike former taking 
his way towards Tremont-streety with a view to allay the unea- 
siness which the secret and flattering whisperings of hope 
taught him to believe his fair joung kinswcunen would feel in 
his behalf At every cwner he encountered groups of earnest 
townsmen, listening with greedy ears to the particulars of the 
contest, a few walking away dejected at the spirit exhibited by 
that country they had vilified to its oppressors ; but '. most of 
th^n jegarding the passing fi>rm d one whose dis<»dered dress 
announced his partidpatioa in the uSaxr^ with glances of stem 
satisfaction. As Lionel tapped at the door of Mrs. Lechmere, 
he forgot his feitigue ; and when it opened, and he b^hekL Cecil 
standing in the hall, with every lineament of her fine ccmnt^ 
nance expressing the power of her emotions, he no longer re^ 
membered those trying dangers he had so lately escaped; 

^ Lionel I" exclaimed the young lady, dating her Hands 
with joy— " himself^ and unhurt P The blood rushed from 
her heart across her face to her forehead, and buiying her 
shame in her hands, she burst into a flood of tears, and fled his 
presence. 

Agnes Danforth received him with undisguised pleasure, nor 
would she indulge in a single question to appease her burning 
curiosity, until thoroughly assured of his perfect safety. Then, 
indeed, she remarked, with a smile of triumph seated on her 
arch features — 

" Your march has been well attended. Major Lincoln ; from 
the upper windows I have seen some of the honors which tho 
good people of Massachusetts have paid to their visitors.^ 

** On my soul, if it were not for the dreadiyi consequences 
which must follow, I rejoice^ as well as yourself in the events 
of the day," said Lincoln ; '^ for a people are sever certain of 
their rights until they are respected." 

" Tell me, then, all, cousin Lincoln, that I may know how to 
boast of my parentage." 

The young man gave her a shorty but distinct and impartial, 



• 
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accomit of idl lliftt had ocearned, to wbi^b kis f^ir . lisl^er ^ 
tonded irith imdilgaMd intei^st. 

^Now, ^en^'^ •he'exdidmed) ds lie endod, ^thiere i«f ato^vid 
lbrdv«r of thorn htdog ia^iitstlfat We 60 Idng^imttked oi)r 
ears 1 Bui jon know,'* «he addedy 'with A «i]g^ blHsh^ and- a 
smile most eomicaUy si^cli, -^ X bad a ddobie fitake in t&<$ fot^ 
tunes <^ the day-— myi comitrjr hM my ir^s^veV*^ .:.:.....>. 

^iykl be at ease; yourrworshipper EaB.ri^tui'ned, w1k>1^ ik 
body, and raffering in mind 4mly:tfaipagk 3[aiir'C!i;iiel<7/:; hd per- 
formed the route irithi mnderfiil addi^ and veaBy flhow«d 
himself njsoldier in dai^il^ ' ; • • . •»- 

^ Ibe^j Majot Lincoln/' lettimed <Agnes,:8fcill bbishiiigr^ thdbgfa 
she kn^ed ; *^ you ; do. not. meanitd. insiimsite that iU^sfeeii Bq4^ 
wartir baa walked forty mihesbelinsen the zkiiig «m1 ac^ting. of 
the sun f • •. ...■^' -■'• ^r/.-\ v.- • ■ . ' ■■•■':.■' 

^Between two suivwtaihe.iias doner the deed, if yoa^exoept a 
trifling promenade. a\ ehevatj on ncy oimi'Steedviwko^ foiiailuMi 
eompeiled me to abandon, and of ^bom be ioek, and maintain^ 
ed t^ possession, too, in spite: of dangers of erery kkkd.^ 

^Really," exclaimed the wilful girl, clasping her hands in 
affected astonishment, iliongh.Iibnel thought be could; te&d 
ilLwaid :satitfa<^on at his inteJJigenoe,' ^' ^e pipdigies of theman 
exceed belief I OiMwaJBiBitbdfidtbof £AthierAbriaiam. 
sui^b: marrds I Though, after the repulse of. two ' thonuand Brit- 
ish soldiers by a body of husbandmen, I am prepaced for an ex<- 
oeeding Ine of my ^ednHty.'' 

*' The moment ia,:.theij,: fliiq>icions! f»rlmy finehd,''- whispered 
Lionel,' Tiring to follow the Sitting form ofCecfl J>yneYor,whi<^ 
he saw giidingi into; the o^ipoaite roosn, as Potworth bimself en- 
tered the' apaa^tmenL /^Orodidity ia. iund lo.i>e,ihe great weak* 
Keas of your sex, and I must leaVB yon aimohient^^qpqeed to: the 
failing, and that, too, in the dangerous company at the nibject 
>f our discourse." 

^^ Kow would you give half your hopes of promiDdon, and al 
your hopes of a war, Captain Polwartb, to know in what man- 
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ner your diani<^ter< hm hefm treaUKi iftyonrjibsenc^I^rGvied 
Agnes, blushing slightly. " I shall; not, however, .saiiaafy the 
trttvings of j6m cimosity, but fot ^t «erW«» a s^ulant ii heir 
W deeds than liave emplo}^ you sinoe we net; laist^' 

^ I trnst Lincoln has done justice to my service/' returned 
the good-humored captain, ^ and that. he* has not negiocted to 
mentieb the manHer in whiph I Tesciied < his ateed irom the 
rebels ?*' 

**'l^ -whst^ mf* iDtormpted Agnes,^ with a frown. *f IIow 
did yott stylo thj^ good' pecpte o£ MasisiiBidiusolis Bay T i 

^I should hare said the e^ted dwellen in itho land, I be- 
lieve. Ah ! Miss Agnes, I have suffered this day as man neva* 
st^Gs^ed before ; ' and all on your behaif-V ^ 

**^0n my behalf!: y^Mir words t^qui^ ei^hnuitioh, Oaptiain 
Polwarth.** • •'• , " • :• ' 'j' ■ •: . • 

^Iteimpossiblift,^ returned the captaii : ^ there, so^ i^eHn^ 
aid fMSdons coniutcted' with the hesi;^ that will iadmii* df.> no^ex- 
phuoMdon* All I know- it, that I hare auffbred, wni(lei»hly on 
your ao|p<^t, tonday ; anld i^^hst J91 unutterable! is in a'gveaf de- 
gree ineitpll^iWe.'* . * .5 : : 

^I shidl set tfai^ down for what i Understaiid o^dtrs rsgularly 
in ao^rtain deseription of iiie-^iUe^^^^e expression of:'aliim- 
tfM;erable; thing I Surely, Major linooln had some i^aspn to 
believe he left me at the mercy of my credulity !" 

'^You sland^ yoiir own : oharsicter, flair Agnes," said Pol- 
wartb, endeavoring to look piteously :> *' you are neither-morei- 
tA nor credulous, c(r you would long siuoe have believed my 
tale, arid tiicak |>ily on my toiflwry.'^^ , ■ 

^^ Is iiot syftipaihy a; sort^a Kftd*^ia short, isnot ^rmpathy 
a dreadfhl ^yide^tn bi a ^eertain diseasoT' , asloed Agnes, jresting 
heir eyee^ obA^ -floor,' and affeetibg a girlish ombarrassment 
' ^Who can gainsay It f*^ cried the' captain; *'?tifi theinfaHible 
wif for a young lady todisep^er the bent of heriiiioliniBitiOns. 
UliotisAndii have hved in %nbraiice of • tli^ii^ own fiffieetikau^ until 
Am»f ajrmpathies have been awakened/ Bt|t what means. the 
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question,' mj fair tonnentor ! May I dare to flatter myself that 
you at length feel for my pains I" 

''I am sadly afraid 'tis bat too true, Polwarth," returned 
Agnes, shaking her head, and continuing to look exceedingly 
grave* 

Polwarth moved, with something like animation again, nighor 
to the amused girl; and attempted to take her hand, as he 
said — 

^ Tou restore. me to life witk your swedt acknowledgments — 
I have lived for six months like a dog under your frowns, but 
one kind word acts like a healing balm, and restores me to my- 
self again P 

^ Then my sympathy is evap<Mrated T returned Agnes. 
^ Throughout this long and anxious, day have I fiincied myself 
older than my good, staid, great-aunt ; and whenever certain 
thoughts have crossed my mind, I have ev^n imagined a thou- 
sand of the ailings d age had encircled me — r heuinatisais, 
goutS) asthmas, and numberless other aches and pains, exceed- 
ingly unbecoming to a young lady of nineteen. . But you have 
enlightened me, and given vast relief to my apprehensions, by 
explaining it to be more than sympathy. You see, Poliirarth, 
what a wife you will obtain, should I ever, in a weak moment, 
accept you ; for I have already sustained on6 h^ your bur- 
dens I" 

^ A man is not made to be in constant motion, like the pen- 
dulum of that dock, Miss Danfbrth, and yet feel no &tigue,'' 
said Polwarth, more vexed than he would permit himself to be- 
tray ; ''yet I flatter myself there is no officer in the.hght in- 
Contzy— you understand me to say the ligkt in&ntiy<^who has 
passed over more ground, within foui^aHd-tw^ity hours, than 
the man who hastens, notwithstandiiig. bis diqdoita^to throw 
himself at your feet^ even before he thinks of his oidinary rest" 

** Captain Polwarth,'' said Agnes, rising, ^ for the compli- 
ment^ if compliment it be, I thank you ; but," sh0 added, kp 
ing her affected gravity in a strong natural feeling that shone 
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in her dark eye, and illominated the whole of her fine oounte- 
nance, as she hud her hand impressively on her heart — ^ the 
roan who will supplant the feelings which nature has impressed 
here, must not come to mj feet, as jou call it, from a field of 
battle, where he has been contending with my kinsmen, and 
helping to enslave my country. You will excuse me, sir, but as 
Major Lincoln is at home here, permit me, for a few minutes, U* 
leave you to his hospitality." 

She withdrew as Lionel re-entered, passing him on the 
thre^old. 

*^ I would rather be a leader in a stage-coach, or a running 
footman, than in love !" cried Polwarth-r-'^ 'ds a dog's Ufe, Leo, 
and this girl treats me like a cart-horse I But what an eye 
she has ! I could have lighted my cigar by itn^my heart is a 
heap of cinders. Why, Leo, what aileth thee t throughout the 
whole of this damnable day, I have not before seen thee bear 
such a troubled look P 

*^Let us withdraw to my private quarters,'* muttered the 
young man, whose aspect and air expressed the marks of ex- 
treme disturbance — ^'tis time to repair the disasters of our 
march.** 

'^ All that has been already looked to," said Polwarth, rising 
and limping, with sundry grimaces, in the best manner he was 
able, in a rain effort to equal the rapid strides of his compan- 
ion. ** My first bufflness on leaving you was to borrow a con- 
veyance of a friend, in which I rode to your place ; and my 
next was to write to little Jimmy Craig, to offer an exchange of 
my company for his — for from this hour henceforth I denounce 
nil light-infantry movements, and shall take the first opportunity 
to get back again into the dragoons ; as soon as I have effected 
which. Major Lincoln, I propose to treat with you for the pur- 
chase of Uiat horse. Aiter that duty was performed, — ^for, if 
self-preservation be commendable, it became a duty, — ^I made 
out a bill of &re for Meriton, in order that nothing might be 
forgotten ; after which, like yourself lionel, I hastened to the 
40 
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feet of my mislveai-^Ali l-.. Major liiieblii, jon ai^ a .bapp; 
nan; lor you tliare ia w> rooeptum.bnt smal^s-^aDd. ^hanns 

n ■ 



^ Talk noi to me^ tiff, of snnles,'' fiatemipted lioneli impa- 
tiently, f^nor oC.the diarnia of womeii» Xbey are ail alikiB^oa- 
pncionft and imaocoiuitabifi.'! 

^ BleflB mar exclaimed Polwaiihy stariog about liim ia wdii- 
der ; ^ there is then favor for non^;. m tbia place, irbo battle for 
the king I There is a^8t^lnge connectioa beotween Cupid and 
Ifan, love and war ; for here did I, after fighting aQ day bbe 
a Savaoent^ Tttrb, Jenghja Khan, ot, in Bhort^ a^ttbiiig bat a 
good CBiriflti^ ooihe with. fiiU fSnteiH .toimafce i& aexJonaioffMr of 
my band, oonuiiissibiii^ miM Folwifrtb Hall, ^ that tfttaaimar 
ble Tiixeb, ivbeo. sh^ repldses :nle with a frowji' and )& s$iioa6m as 
biting aa th^. eialutlition <^;a bn^grjr maiu Batwha^ai^ eyto 
the girl has^ and what «r bloom^ "i^ho^ «b«r .ifr.a: liltlt inoc^ sea- 
soned than common ! Then you, too, Lionel, h|^v0:b€)9n trefated 
Ukeadogr : ' 

'^lilce a} fool, als I am^'' snid Lionel, paei&g .haiiigbtily over 
the ground at a rate that soon threw his companion too far ip 
the rear to admit of further discourse until they reaehed ^ 
place of their destination. Here, to the no smaU smrpiise of 
both gentlenieOf theylbp^d a company collected tluM; neither 
was prepaijed to meet . At a side^table eat M^Fusey <]i$8cii88ing, 
with aingubr ieli«h| 9ome oi the cold yiand9 of the previous 
night's repast^ and washing down his morsels with d^^ pota- 
tions c| the best wjne <^ his host. Jn cm^ co^nn^ of <lie room 
Seth Sage waa posted, witb the appearanoeof a manin duresse, 
bis handa .beii^ tied before him, from which depended a loug 
<K>rd, that inj^t, oa emergency, be miM^c to aerve the ipurpoee 
of a h^t^. , Opposite to the. prisoner, for such in trutb he was, 
stood Job, imitating the example of the captain >of grenadiers, 
who now and then tossed so^ie fragment of -his meal into the 
hat of the diiopleton, Meriton and several of the naenials of the 
establishment were in waiting. 
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* What haveVe here r criied licmel," regarding- the scene with 
a curiotn eye. .^Of what ofibnce has Mr. Sage been gniHy, that 
he bears those bonds !" 

''Of the smafi crimes of ti'aisaB and h^niicide,^ retwued 
M^use, '^if shooting at a man, with a kealrty'mind to ]dy him, 
can make a murder." 

**' It can't," said Seth, raiang his- ej^es from the floor, where he 
bad hitherto kept titeta- in' demure silence ;^ a man mtist kill 
witli wiek^ inteftt to oommk mordet — ^ 

" Hear to the blackguard, detailing the hlw as if he were my 
lord chief-justice of the King's Bench I" interrupted the ^ena- 
dier; ^ and what was jour own wieked -intention, je i^ulking 
vagabond, but to Ml me ! FQ liaye yo^ tried and hung for the 
same act" ♦ . * 

**^It's ag'in reason to bcJliere that any jtfry will conviet one 
man for the murder of another that an't dead,^ iidd Seth; 
" there's no jury to be found in the Bay colony to do it." 

"Bay colony, ye murdering Hiief and rel)«el I" aied the" cap- 
tain; ^ril hare ye transported to E^glw^^ ye^shall^be^bdith 
transported and hung. By- the tord, FB carry ye baick to Ii^&- 
'iind with me, and FH kai^ ye up in-the^greto island itifel^ and 
bury ye, in the heart ciirmtsf, in a bog—** ^ i 

<<But what is tii^ ofifence,?^ demanded l^oiid, '^' tfia« oalb 
forth these severe ^reafe r - ' -> ; :. i :: .. ; 
• ** The scoundrel has 'been but— '' . .:. 

»*Ay, out! Dibnii it^ ^, -has not the wbolkoottntly been 
Hke so many beeis ill seki^hr of a hive!' Is your memory so^ 
short thai ye forget, alieady, Major Lincoln, ■ the tramp the 
blackguards have^ given ybu over hill and dale, throngH thick 
and thin r - • 

^And was Mr. Si^^.fhes, foc^d aenbotag our enemi^ to* 

- '^Didnlb I see him puQ trigger on my own stature ibMe 
times within as many minutes !" returned the angry captallit 
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" aad didn't he break the handle of my sword ? ^nd have 
not I a bit of lead he calb a buckshot in my shoulder as a 
present from the thief T 

^ It's ag'in all law to call a man a thief^" said Jcb, '^ unless 
jou can prove it upon him ; but it an't ag'in law to go in and 
out of Boston as ofVen as you choose.^ 

'< Do you hear the rascals I They know every angle of the 
kiw as well, or better than I do myseH^ who am the son of a 
Cork counsellor. I dare to say, you were among them too, and 
that ye deserve the gallows as well as your commendable com- 
panion, there." 

^ How is this V^ said Lionel, turning quickly away from Joby 
with a view to prevent a reply that might endanger the safety 
of the changeling. ^ Did you not only mingle in this rebellion, 
Mr. Sage, but also attempt the life of a gentleman who may 
be said, islmost^ to be an inmate of your own house f 

^ I conclude," returned Seth, " it's best not to talk too much, 
seeing that uo one csan foretell what may happen." 

''Hear to the cunning reprobate I he has not the grace to 
admowtodge his own sins, like an honest man," interrupted 
M'Fuse ; *^ but I can save him that small trouble. I got tired, 
you must know, Major Lincoln, of being. shot at like noxious 
vermin, from morning till night, without making some return 
to the compliments of those gentlemen who are out on the 
hips ; and I took advantage of a turn, ye see,. to double on a 
party of the uncivilized demons. This lad, here, got three good 
pulls al me, before we closed and made an end of them with 
the steel, all but this fellow, who, having a becoming look for a 
gallows, I brought him in, as you see, for an exchange, intend* 
ing to hang him the first &v<Nrable oj^rtunity." 

*^ If this be true, we must give him into the hands of the 
proper authorities," said Lionel^ smiling at the oonfosed account 
of the angry captain ; ^ for it remains to be seen yet what 
course will be adopted with the prisoners in this singular con-^ 
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** I should think nothing of the matter/' returned M^Fuse, 
^ if the reprobate had not treated me like a beast of the field, 
with his buckshot) and taking his aim each time, as though I 
bad been a mad dog. Ye villain, do you call yourself a man, 
and aim at a fellow-creature as you would at a brute T 

^ Why," said Seth, sullenly, ^ when a man has pretty much 
made up his mind to fight, I conclude it's best to take aim, in 
order to save ammunition and time." 

^ You acknowledge the chaige, then ?" demanded Lionel 

" As the major is a moderate man, and will hear to reason, 
I will talk the matter orer with him rationally," said Seth, dis- 
posing himself to speak more to the purpose. ^ You see I had 
a small call to Concord early this morning — ^" 

*^ Concord T' exclaimed Lionel. 

^'Yes, Concord," returned Seth, laying great stress on the 
first syllable, and speaking with an air of extreme inno- 
cence : " it lies here-away, say twenty or one-and-twenty 
miles — ^ 

"^ Danm your Concords, and your miles, too I" cried Pol- 
warth. " Is there a man in the army who can forget the de- 
ceitful place ? Go on with your defence, without talking to us 
of the distance, who have measured the road by inches." 

'^The captain is hasty and rashP said the deliberate prisoner. 
'^ But being there, I went oat of the town with some company 
that I happened in with ; and afier a time, we concluded to re- 
turn ; and so, as we came to a bridge about a mile beyond the 
place, we received considerable rough treatm^t from some of 
the king's troops, who were standing there — ^" 

" What did they ?" 

^ They fired at us, and killed two of our company, besides 
other threatening doings. There, were some, among us that 
took the matter up in considerable earnest, and there was a 
sharp toss about it for a few minutes; though finally the kw 
prevailed." 

" The law 1" 
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" Certain. . lis agin all law,! believe the major will Wn, 
to shoot peiaceable men on the pttMxc' highway T* : '" = 

"IVoceM with yi6ttr'ta%in j^)itf own •Way.'^ '■'■■■■■ i 

* That is pretty mticH thb wh<^e of it," said Setti,' warily 
•* The people rath^ took thtit, and'soine other things that 'hap- 
pened at Lexington, io hearty and T'stiJI^pbse the liiajor knows 
the rest;* ! . ' ; . ;; . 

"But what has all this to do with your attempt to ttiutder 
me, yon hypocrite P demanded MTnse; "Confess th^' whole, 
ye thieii that I may hang yoii with an aii^ oonsoaence" 

"Enough,* said Lionel : ""^ the man has acknowledged' suffi- 
cient 'already to justify us'ih transferiing hitn to the ieiistody of 
others. Let him be &ken to theinain guaM, aiid dehtered as 
a prisoner of this day.** ' 

"I hope the major will loOk tb the things^'' skid Sefli^,'who 
instantly prepared to depart,' hxtt topped i on' the ^teshold - to 
speak. *" I shall h6ld him accountable for a!!." • 

" Your property shall be protected, and I hope your life may 
riot be in jeopaMy,^ returiied Liooel,' waving his hatdlR* tkose 
who guarded him to iirocoed. Seth turtoed, atatdlellt liis- oWn 
dweHing with the same qmet air which had distingaishcjd him 
throughout ^e day ; 'thbugh thei^ W^r^ oecli»6tial^teh^ frdm 
his quick, 'd^k eyds^ ihi^t looked 4ike lihe g>ii^EibieH&g»- bf a 
fiiding fire. li'btWithstanding thd threatetdng dentti](<^ad(>n he 
had encouirfcered,h^ left- Ihe hoiis^Wi^a^ {^rfecl i^^otibn, 
that if Ids ' das^ Wer^ to'b^ tn^ ^by - those! ^ptthdpkis of 'juisde^ 
which every man in the' c6teny'so ^elt understoodi'itw<iuld be 
found that both he and his fello^ had ie{>t'{h6ro1igiiIjr oit th« 
windy side of the law. '. . .. i ! - •• • 

Diiiing this singular arid oharaoteAstlcdisecaifce, P^lwArth, 
with the solitary exceptibii we have recorded, had employed hie 
time in forwarding the preparations fbi^ t3ie Wnc^ttet. ' 
' As Seth arid his t^n' disappeared, Liobeleasl a ftirtive <Iook 
at Job, who was a quiet, and apparently an undisturbed spi^ 
tator of the scene, and then turned his attention sudd^y i/6 his 



gvm^ $B i£ fearful. tiieXgilj of thdichtfMgeUng pugbjt|]>et^ Us 
tigmfj afea in the deecU of IJho d*y. Tbe Mmpli^ity of ibo fad, 
hiamy^lr^ defeated fihe' kiad intentiooA of ikfivbayHj fiff: he im- 
mediately lol^Mti^ inlhouttW kMt mdio^^^ 
' "^ Tke Jkia^ eaa'i liaiig> SeOi.Sii^d .forfiri^ bad^ when the 
nOi^e^idly aeUier^b^dA fiiQt.'* .... 

. ^ Perhaps yoa:-vme <itit'loQ^ Uaater Bdomoo^'* ; cried M^FiMie, 
^.Jmuaiiig' yoaraelf at Odaoovd^'ivith a small patty! of select 
fciendsT''. • ^ / . , ■*':..•..•.••:•.> - 

^ Job: didn't goi aqj further thaa LexngCon,'* returned the 
lad^ ^. and h» haan- 1. got ^aay frknd; exscept did Nabi^: ... 

^ Tfte TddTii- 'hasr piMaened . ithei ininda < of the people T. i con- 
titiaedithfr!giaiuidier« i^LdUvyezBlajMidooiOi^.prttiata and biq- 
iiersj oki and yopng, !l»g laad ' liMsy hdset' aaiiit.Dms march, aad 
here is a fool to bsfsckkid lo th8iiimtd>er. 1 . 1 dam say that fel- 
low, now^ haiattompiledniaidatf in Ida. 'di^, l^^ 

** Job scbrns autsh tnakednasB,'** returned tfae'inml^vad sbn- 
pletobr^heioBly du>t' one -granny, aid hit an officer an the 



arm." 



> '^D^i hear that, Major lindolnr cried M^Eiise, jumping 
fivto the leai, whidiy notwithstandiag the bitterness of bia lan- 
guage, )m /had hiiherto pemeveiingly xnaintained.; ^^d'yJe hear 
that shells of a. man, that affigy, boosting of haidng hilled a 
grenadier' I*-- "' 

" Hold !** intermptddlionel, arresting his eicited cbmpanion 
by the ami: ^reiiiember W9 are a(4<Uaa, aad ^t the boy is 
not a responsible being. No tribunal would eyecaantenoesudh 
an unfortunate copeature to a gibbet; .and in genera!, he is as 
harmless as a babe— »'^ , / . ; 

^ The devil bum such babes I A preitty Mow is he to kill a 
man of six feet ! ai^d witk a ducking giin^ TB engage. FU not 
hang the rascal, Msjor Lbooln, nnce it ia yourpartieuhur wiah-*- 
ni only have him buried ahve." - 

Job continued perfectly unmovod in his chair; and the cap- 
Cain, ashamed of his resentment against such unconscious imbe* 
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ciHty, was soon persuaded to abandcm bis intentions of revenge, 
though he continued muttering his threats against the provin- 
cialS) and his denundations against such ^ an unmanly spades 
of yrsrhare^ xaatil the much-needed repast was ended. 

Polwartfa, having restored the equilibrium of his intern by a 
hearty meal, hobbled to his bed, and MTuse, without any cere- 
mony, took possession of another g[ the apartments in the tene- 
ment of Mr. Sage. The servants withdrew to their own enter- 
tainment; and Lionel, who had been sitting for the last half 
hour in melancholy silence, now unexpectedly found lumself 
alone with the changeling. Job had waited for this moment 
with exceeding patience ; but when the door dosed on Meriton, 
who was the last to retire, he made a movement that indicated 
some communication of more than usual importance, and suc- 
ceeded in attracting the iattention of his eompanion. 

^ Foolish boy I" exdaimed Lionel, as he met the. unmeaning 
eye of the other, "' did I not warn you that wicked men might 
endanger your life? How was it that I saw you in arms to-day 
against the troops ?" 

'^How came the troops in arms ag^in JobP returned the 
changeling. ^They needn't think to whed about the. Bi^ 
province, clashing their godless drums and trumpets, burning 
housen, and shooting j)eople, and find no stir about it T 

^ Do you know thai your life has been twice forfeited within 
twelve hours, by your own confession : once for murder, and 
again for treason against your king f You have odcnowledged 
killing a man r 

^ Yes,** said the lad, with undisturbed simplidty, *^ Job shot 
the granny ; but he didn't let the people kill Major Lincoln.'' 

"• True, true," sdd lionel, hastily i ^ I owe my life to you, 
and that debt shall be cancelled at every hazard. But why 
have you put yourself into the hands of your enemies so thought- 
lessly f What brings you here to-night !" 

"' Balph tdd me to come ; and if Ralph told Job to i(o into 
the king's parlor, he would go." 
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^ Ealph r exclaimed Lionel, stopping in bis hurried walk 
Across the room ; ^ and where is he f ' 

^In the old wareW; and he has sent me to tell you to come 
to him ; and what Balph says must be done.*^ 

^ He here, too I Is the man crazed f Would not his fears 
teach him — ^ 

^ Fears I" interrupted Job, with singular disdain : ^ you can't 
frighten Ralph. The grannies couldn't frigl^ten him, nor the 
light in£uitry couldn't hit him, tliough he eat nothing but their 
smoke the whole day. Ralph's a proper warrior T 

^And he waits me, you say, in the t^iement of youi 
mother ?" 

^ Job donH know what tenement means, but he's in the old 
ware*us'." 

^ Come, then," Bsad Lionel, taking his hat, ^ let us go to 
him: I must save him from the effects of his own rashness, 
though it cost my commission T' 

He left the room while speaking, and the simpleton followed 
dose at his heels^ well content with having executed bia mission 
without encountering any greater diffioultiea. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

. • • ' • . ' 

ThU ^laj I4 tl)« lnut|^ of a mnrder done InTlenaftf 
' G(oiittgoiitb«dake1iiiiaiio;1bi8W{fe,BkiJtisU?- i 

■ . ' . • " ' . < ■ , ,' 

Tus a|(H^ftQ».^u)d dei^|> ^xekeoieBt prpdjoe^ by* tile je^nta 
oi the daj had not yet subsided in the town, wh^. lioniil 
found, hiiosdf »gm int. iUi onciow utiieota^ . M^ {^ac^ed $i9nidj 
by him, as if bent on some unusual and earnest business \ Aod 
more ibau onqe iliie you^ spl^r de^eotied .th/9. txiumjjphant 
smiles of lihe.woi»eD,..a», they looked euioQusly f>ut:op. tbj9 
scene, from their half-open wi|ido1i[s, and • tbeir .eyes detected 
the profeosiotaal trap|)i|^ of .hi» dnesd. &tfmg bfi^i^' of the 
troops w&re WMfcrching Sa diff^^^t^ dir^tifln^^ ^ H A mamier 
which denoted that the guaids were ^trwglheaing^ while tbe 
few solitary officers he met watched his approaching figure 
with cautious jealousy, as if they apprehended a dangerous ene- 
my in every form they encountered. 

The gates of Province House were open, and, as usual, 
guarded by armed men. As Lionel passed leisurely along, he 
perceived that the grenadier to whom he had spoken on the 
preceding evening, again held his watch before the portal of the 
governor. 

"Your experience did not deceive you, my old comrade," 
said Lionel, lingering a moment to address him; "we have 
had a warm day." 

" So it is reported in the barracks, your honor,** returned the 
soldier ; " our company was not ordered out, and we are to 
stand double duty. I hope to God the next time there is any 
thing to do, the grenadiers of the ^th may not be left be- 
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hlod-^t would ^9,ve beea for the credit of the army had they 
been- in ihe field to-day*" ; 

'^ Why did you think so, my veteraa^i' Xfae men-who were 
out are thought to have behaved well; but k was iinpoesible to 
make head against a niuldtude In arm%V ^ , i ' 

-^^It is not my place,' 3K>ur honor, to 8ay,<> this man-did well, 
aiid that man behaved amiss,". nBtun^ the pcood olii«oldier ; 
^but whisnlheiM^of two thousabd British boop»'tunmig their 
backs, or ^uicbdning their -maroh^ befoer all the. rabble this 
country can muster,* I want the flanki companies . 'of: 4he'-^—-41i 
to-be at hand, if it should be only that-i may say I have wit> 
neflsed the disgraced sight withmy own eyea.^ ! . . . 

^ There ia^ito diagraee whei^ there is^ no. miseondiict^'? said 
LioneL • ^ t; m-; ■■■ '- ■- ' 

I'^Theremusthavn been misconduct' somewhere, yoiar honor, 
or sodi a thing'codd not haT«^iiappfiaied j o6nnder,yoi^ 
the yfeaty flowes . of the: army 1 Something imust ' have ^been 
wrong ; and allhotigh: I eoiM see .the lattto part of ihe bu s in e s s 
^omthe-hills, I can hardly- believe it to be true." Ashe con- 
eladed,'he shook. his head, and oondnuedhis steady pace along 
hia allotted gre«nd, as if unwilling to pursue the humiliating 
subject any futthen lionel > passed slowly on, musing on that 
deep-rooted prejudice, wiucb had even taught ithis humhle me- 
nial of the crown to regard with i contempt a whole nation, be- 
cause they were< believed to be dependants^ ' 

The Dock Square was stiller than, iui^iul^ and the sounds ef 
reveky, which it was usual to heae at» tfiat hour from the adja- 
cent drinking-houses, were no long^ audible. The moon had 
not yet risen, and Lionel passed omd^ ihc dark' arches of the 
market with a qoiekstep, as he now- rem«biberi9d that one in 
whom he felt so deep an intezsest awaited his appearance^ Job, 
who had followed in silence, glided by him on the drawbridge, 
and stood holding the door of the old building in his hand, 
when he reached its threshold. Lionel found the large space in 
the centre of the warehouse, as usual, dark and empty, though 

8 
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the dim Ught of a candle ^immeced through the fisaorea ia a 
|>artition which separated an apartment in one of the little tow* 
era that was occupied by Abigail Fray, from the ruder parts of 
the edifice. Low vdces were also heard issuing fr^wd this room, 
and MajiNT Lincoln, supposing he should find the old man and 
the mother ai Job in conference together, turned to request the 
lad would precede him, and announce his name. But the 
changeling had also detected the whispering sounds^ and it 
would seem with a more cunning ear, for he turned and diurted 
through the door of the building with a YeloGity that did not 
abate until lionel, who watched his movements with amaze 
ment^ saw his shuffling figure disappear among the shambles of 
the market-place. Thus deserted by his guide, Lionel groped 
his way towards the place where he believed he should find the 
door which led into the tower. The light deceived him; for, 
aa he approached it, his eye glanced through one of the Grevioes 
of the wall, and he again became an unintentional witness of 
another of those interviews, which evinced the singular and 
mysterious affinity between the fortunes of the affluent and re- 
spected Mrs. Lechmere and the mis^able tenant of the ware- 
house. Until that moment, the hurry of events and Ihe crowd 
of reflections which had rushed over the mind of the young 
man, throughout the busy time of the last twenty-lour hours, 
had prevented his recalling the hidden meaning of ihe singular 
discourse of which he had already been an auditor. But now, 
when he found his aunt led into these haunts of b^^gary, by a 
feeling he was not weak enough to attribute to her charity, he 
stood rooted to the spot by a curiosity which, at the same time 
that he found it irresistible, he was willing to excuse, under a 
strong impression that these private commuoicationa were in 
some way connected with himiM^lf^ 

Mrs. Lechmere had evidently muffled her person in a manner 
that was intended to conceal this mpterious visit from any 
casual observer of her movement ; but the hoops of her large 
calash were now so far raised as to admit a distinct view of her 
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wiifaeied features, and of the hard eye which shot forth its self- 
ish, worldly gkuoesy from amid the surromiding decay of na- 
tiire. She waa seized, both in indalgence to her infirmitiea, and 
from that assmnption of superiwity she never neglected in the 
preseikce of her inferiors, while her companion stood before her, 
in an attitude that partook more of restraint than of respect 

^ Tour weakness, foolish woman,'' said Mrs. Lechmere, in 
those stem, repulsive tones she so well Imew how to use, when 
she wished to intimidate, ^ will yet prove your ruin. You owe 
it to respect for yourself^ to your character, and even to your 
safety, that you should exhibit more firmness, and show yourself 
above this weak and idle superstition.'' 

'^My ruin! and my character!" returned Abigail, looking 
about her with a haggard eye and a ti^mbHng lip ; " what is 
ruin, Madam Lechmere, if this poverty be not called so? or 
what loss of character can bring upon me more biting scorn 
than I am now ordained to suffer for my sins .?" 

^Perhi^" said Mrs. Lechmere, endeavoring to affect a 
kinder tone, though dislike was still too evident in her manner, 
^ in the hurry of my grand-nephew's reception, I have forgotten 
my usual hberality." 

The woman took the piece of silver which Mrs. Lechmero 
slowly placed in her hand, and held it in her open palm for 
several moments, regarding it with a vacant look, which the 
other mistook for dissatisfaction. 

"• The troubles, and the decreasing value of property, have 
sensibly affected my income," continued the ridily clad and 
luxurious Mis. Lechmere ; " but if that should be too little for 
your inunediate wants, I will add to it another crown." 

^ Twill do-*-'twill do," said Abigail, clenching her hand over 
the money, with a grasp that was convulsive ; " yes, yes, 'twill 
da Oh, Madam Lechmere, humbling and sinful as that wicked 
passion is, would to God that no motive worse than avarice had 
proved my ruin 1" 

Lionel thought his aunt cast an uneasy and embaitassed 
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glance at her G6in|>amoii4 which he boDstrued into an ea^eBsion 
that betrajeijL thero .yt&q sec^te. eiien't between tfaisse Mr^ihgQ 
ecmfidanta; but the ixMM9entar7AuipiiBe..€dcbU)k6d'.in:her'.iea- 
tUrea doon gave, place to her habitual look of guarded and 
severe fotiualitj ; and fihe repUed, with aa airi of ..ccddneaa, as if 
she would repulse aay. appioadb .to an ado^awledgEoent.of their 
Common transgre^idoi — ^' 

^The; woman! talks like one who is beside heiselfi : 01 whut 
crime has she been g[uilt7, but such as. those. tb.which ournatttra 
isUabler' ; ... 

^ True, tm^^ said Abigail Fray, idth a halfstifled^ hyatenoal 
Uugh — ^'ds our guilty, guilty nature^ aayou say. But I grow 
nervous, I believe, as I grow old and fedble,! Madam Lechniere ; 
and I often forget inyaeliL . Ihe sight of th^ gralre,ao verji: near, 
is apt to hring (thoughts of repentJEuiee to such, aa are .more 
bvdened even than I.'! 

'^ Foolish girl r' said Mrs. Lechmere^ endeavoring to screen 
her pallid features, by drawing down lusr calash^iriih a hand 
that trembled more with teiRXMr. than with age; t^ why should 
you speak thus freely of death,' who ace but a child (? . . 

Lionel heard the faltering, husky tones of his aunt, aa tjiey 
appeared to dieiu her throat, but nothing more, was distinctly 
audible, until, after a long paiise^ she raised her.&oe, and looked 
about her, again with her severe, unbending ^re, and con- 
tinued — 

^'Enough of this Solly, Abigail Pray-^ have oonie to learn 
more of your strange inmate-^^ 

^Ohl 'tis not enough, Madam Leehmere," intehtipted the 
conscienccHitricken woman ;^ ^ we have so little time left us for 
penitence and prayer, that there never can be enough, I fear, to 
anawer our mighty transgressions. Let us speak of the grave, 
Madam Leehmere, while we can yet do it on thia side of 
eternity." 

'^Ayl speak of the grave, while out of it^ damp doistera; 
tb the home of the aged," said a third voice, whose hollow 
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.<mes might well have iasa6d fix>m some tomb, ^ and I am- here 
to joim in the wholesome theme." 

**Who— who— in the name of God, who art thott?''' ex- 
claimed Mrs. Ldchmei^, forgetting her infinnities^ and her secret 
compmicdons, in new emotions, and rising involuntarily from 
her seat; "tell me, I eotijure thee^ who thou Ml I" 

"One, aged lik^ thys^, Frhkiilla Ledimere, and staiiding 
on the threshold of that final hbme of which you w6uld 
discourse. Speak on, then, ye widbwed womesf; for if ever 
ye have done aught that ^Ib fi>r forgivene^'^tis iti the grave 
ye shall find the heavenly^ of mercy offered to yotur uii- 
worthiness." 

By changing the position of hisr body a little, Liotiel was n(/w 
enabled to command a view of the whole apartment In the 
ioor-way stood Ralph, immovable in his attitude^ with one hand 
raised high towards heaven, and the other pointing impressively 
downward, as if about tO' lay bare the seerefii ofi that tomb, of 
which his toasted limbs, and &ded fiiie^mentd; marked him 
as a fit tenant^ while his searching eyeballs glared about him, 
from the &ce of c^e to the other; with that look of quickness 
aiul penetration, that Abigail Pray had so 'Well' described as 
'scorching.' Within a few feet of the old man, Mrs. Lechmere 
i^mained standing, rigid and motionless as marble, hcfr calash 
fisdlen back, and her death-like featured exposed, with horror 
and astonishment rooted in every muscle, as, with opeli mouth, 
and eye^ riveted on the intruder, she ^azed as steadily as if 
placed in that posture by the chisel Of the statuaiy. Abigail 
shaded her eyes with her hand, and buried her face in the folds 
of her garments, while strong convulsive shudderings ran 
through her frame, and betrayed the extent of the emotions she 
ehd^avored to conceal. Amazed at what he hiad' witnessed, and 
concerned for the appareht insensibility of his aunt, whose ^reat 
»ge rendered such scenes dangerous, Lionel was -about to rush 
into the apartment, when Mrs. Lechmere so fer recovered hei 
fiu^uhies as to speak, and the young man lost every considera- 
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tion in a burning curioeity, which was powerfoUj justified by 
his flitoation. 

^ Who is it that calls me by th^ name of Priscillaf* said 
lln. Lechmere ; "^ none now live who can claim to be so fa* 
miliar." 

^ Priscilla — ^PrisciUa^" repeated the old man, looking about 
him, as if he would require the presence of anoUier ; "' it is a 
soft and pleasant sound to my ears, and there is one that owns 
it besides thee, as thou knowest" 

^ She is dead ; years hare gone by sinoe I saw her in her 
coffin ; and I would forget her, and all like her, who have proved 
unworthy of my blood." 

^'She is not dead r' — shouted the old man, in a voice that 
rung through the naked rafters of the edifice like the unearthly 
tones of some spirit of the air ; ^^she lives — she lives — ay I she 
yet lives P 

"• lives P' repeated Mrs. Lechmere, reooiling a step before the 
fcM*ward movement of the other; ^why am I so weak as to 
listen 1 'tis impossible." 

^ lives r exclaimed Abigail Pray, clasping her hands with 
agony. . ^ Oh 1 would to God she did live I but did I not see 
her a bloaited, disfigured corpse f did I not with these very hands 
place the grave-dothes about her once lovely frame ? Oh ! no— 
she is dead--dead — and I am a — ^ 

"• Tis some madman that asserts these idle tales," exclaimed 
Mrs. Ledmiere, with a quickness that interrupted the criminal 
epithet the other was about to apply to herself. ^ The unfortu* 
nate girl is long since dead, as we know ; why should we reason 
with a maniac?" 

** Maniac I" repeated Ralph, with an expression of the most 
taunting inmy; ^^no — no--*-no-r-such an one there is, as you 
and I well know, but 'tis not I who am mad — ^tbou art rather 
ocaaed thyself woman ; thou hast made one maniac already, 
wooldst thou make another )" 

^ I r said Mrs. Lechmere, without ouailing before the ardeui 
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look she •mcouDteied : ^ that God who bestows reason, recalls 
his gift at will ; 'tis not I who exercise such power." 

"' How sayest thou, Priscilla Lechmere f cried Ralph, step- 
{»ng with an inaudible tread so nigh as to grasps unperceived, 
her motionless arm with his own wasted fingers ; **^ yes— ^I will 
call thee Priscilla^ little as thou deservest such a holy name : 
dost thou deny the power to craase — ^where, then, is the head o 
thy boasted race ? the proud baronet of Deronshire, the wealthy, 
and respected, and once happy eompanion of princes — ^thy 
nephew, Lionel Lincoln ? Is he in the haUs of his fiithen ? — 
leading the armies of hia king!— ruling and protecting his 
household f— or is he the tenant of a gloomy cell t — ^thou know- 
est he is — ^thou knowest he i»--and, woman, thy vile machinar 
tions have placed him theror* 

^Who is it that dare thtia speak to meT demanded llrs. 
Lechmere, rallying her faculties with a mighty effinri, to look 
down this charge — ^"if my unfaai^y nephew is indeed known 
to thee, thy own knowledge will refute this base accusation — ^ 

"^ Known to me! I woidd ask what is hid from met I have 
looked at thee, and observed thy oondoct, woman, for the life 
of man ; and nothing that thou bast done is hid from me. I 
tell thee, I know all. Of this sinful woman here, also, I know 
alL Have I not told thee, Abigail Ptay, of thy most sedret 
transgressions*!" 

^ Oh ! yes — yes ; he is indeed acquainted with what I had 
thought was now concealed from cerery eye but that of God P 
cried Abigail, with superstitious terror. 

^ Nor of thee am I ignorant^ thou miserable widow of Johi 
Lechmere ; and of Priscilla, too, do I not know all V*- 

'^ All r again exclaimed Abigail. 

" All r' repeated Mrs. Lechmere, in a voice barely audible; 
when she sunk back in her chair, in a state of total insensi- 
bility. The breathless interest he felt in all that had passed, 
could detain Lionel no longer from rushing to the assistance of 

his tiuilt Abigail Pray, who, it would seem, had been in some 
41 
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measure aecostonied to siieh seenes with h^ lodger, retaiQe\l, 
however, sufficient seM-coiniiiaiid to anticipale his motions; and, 
when he had gained the docMr, he found her already suppolting» 
and making the usual ftpp&atioins to Mrs. Lechm^e« It. be- 
came neoessarj to direst the sufferer of port of her'attirey «id 
Abigail, aasuiing Lionel ol her perfect competency |o act hj 
herself requested him. to withdraw, not only on thai aooount, 
but because she felt, assured that nothing could pcoTe mor^ 
dangerous to her levivii^ patient,, thttn his unexpected preaeneoe. 
After lingeiiBg a momait^ until, .he witnessed the signs io£ re- 
turning life, liotel cQmjplied with the earnest entreaties -pf the 
woman; aW, leaving the ro<to,.he groped his wi^ to the foot 
€i theiladder, with a determinatioii U> ascend tbrthd apartment 
of Ralph, in order to demand at 6noe an explfmaticyn of .what 
he had just seen and heatd* He ftimd. the old ma^ seitted'in 
his httle tower, his lumd shading his eyes ixwEiithe feeble: )%ht 
of the miserable candle, md lus head drbopbg v^oUk Ins bosom, 
like one in pensive musiii^. rXiiwd-approadLedhim, ifithout 
appearii^.to attract hisiattehtiohyiiand was compelled .to speak, 
in order to^ajmoanee his pratence. i 

'^ I have receii^ed yout smnmons, by ioh,^ he mid, ^.a^d hiY^ 
obeyed it**. 

"ISs well,'' returned Ra^ ; 

'^P^haps I should add, that I have been an astonished. wit* 
ness cf yomr interview with Jdis, Leohmere, and have heard the 
bold and unaccountaUe language you have seen.proper to use 
to that lady.** 

The old man now raised: hi^. head, imd .lionel sawthe bright 
rays from his eyes quicken, as; hfi an^^wered — 

'^You then heard the truth, mi Iritn^ssed its effects on 9 
fl^ilty consdende.^ , . 

^.1 iilso heard what you oall the tfuth, in connection, as you 
know, with the ^ames: most de^r to um/* 
. "" Art ^utim of it, boy T returned Ralph, looking tho e&er 
steadily in the fi^e.; '* has . no ether b^me dearer to you, of 
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late, than the authdrs of^ your being 1 Speak^ and remembei 
that you answer one of no common kno^ledgie.'* 

*^'WTiat mean yott, isir? is it in nature to lotre any aa wo do 
a^parenif- • ••• ' ' • ' " .. i . . . - .■ ■ ■,. • • 

^ Away with thia ehildish nmplicity,'' iBontinued the other, 
sternly ; " the grandchild of that wretched woman below— do 
you not love her, and can I put trust in thee P 

^ What trust is there incompatible with affebtibn for a being 
so pure as Cecil DynevorF 

"Ay,** murmured tiie old man in an under-tone, "her mother 
ftai pure, aiid why may not the child be'Wotthy of its pai^ntage ?" 
He paused, and a long, and, on the part of Lionel, a painful 
and embarrassing silence succeeded, which was at length broken 
by Ralph, who said, abruptly—** You Were in the field to-day, 
tiiajot Lincoln." 

** Of that you .must be certain, as 1 owe my life to your 
kitiKi interpofi&tion. But why have you braved the-da'bger of an . 
arrest) by trustitig your person. in the jk>wer of the troops? 
Your presence and activity amoftg the Americana must be 
known to matay in: the army besides myiself;'^ . . 

• ** And would they think of searching tot itbeir enemies within 
the streets of Boston, when the hills without site filling with 
armed men t 'tiy residence in this building is known only to 
the woman below, -^ho dare not b^ray ihe,' her worthy son, 
and to you. My movenients are secret' and sudden, wheh men 
least expect them. Danger cannot totl'ch stiich as L''^' 

** But,'* said liioiiel> hesitatitig 'with ^mbairassmefiit, " 6ught 
I. to conceal the presebofe of one whotn I know to- be inimical 
to my king??* 

** Lionel Lincoln, you overrate your courage,'* ihterrupi^ 
Ralph, smiling id scottt; ^ iTou dcyre not shed the blood ot 
nim '^ho has spared you!r own. But enough bf this : we un- 
derstand each other, and one old as I should be a stranger to 
fcir^.- ••-' : .: ' ' ^ ■ ■ ■ -' 

' *'No,t>o,?**«4id a low solemn voice, fi-om a dark comer 61 
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tLe apartment, where Job had stolen nufleen, and was now 
nestled in security : *^ you can't firighten Ral]^." 

" The boy is a worthy boy, and he knows good from evil ; 
what more is necessary to man in this wicked world f ' unal- 
tered Ralph, in those quick and indisUnct tones that character- 
ized his manner. 

^ Whence came you, fellow, and why did you abandon m 
80 abruptly !" demanded Lionel. 

^ Job has just been into the market^ to see if he couldn't find 
something that might be good for Nab," i«tunied the lad* 

*^ Think not to impose on me with this nonsense ! Is food to 
be purchased at any hour of the night, though yOu had the 
means f 

^Now that is convineing the king's officers don't know every 
thing," said the simpleton, laughing within himselfl ** Here's 
as good a pound-bill, old ten<»r, as was ever granted by the Bay 
colony; and meat's no such rarity, that a man, who has a 
pound«bill, old tenor, in his pocket, caa't go under old ^nnel 
when he pleases, {of all their acts oi Parliament" 

^You have plundered the dead I" cried Lionel, observing 
that Job exhibited in his hand several pieces of mlver, besides 
the note he had mentioned. 

^ Don't call Job a thief I" said the kd, with a threatening 
air : ^ there's law in the Bay yet, liiough the people don't use 
it ; and right will be done to all, when the tinne comes. Job 
shot a granny, but he's no thiei" 

^ You were, then, paid for your secret errand, last night, fool* 
ish boy, and have been tempted to run into danger by money. 
Let it be the last time. Li future, when you want, come to me 
for assistance." 

*^ Job won't go of a'r'nds fur the king, if he'd give him his 
golden crown, with all its di'monds and flauntiness, unless Job 
pleases, for there's no law for it" 

Lionel, with a view to appease the irritated lad, now made a 
few kind and conciliating remarks, but the changeling did not 
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deign to reply, foiling back in his comer in a sullen manner, as 
tf he would repair the fatigue of the day by a few moments of 
sleep. In the mean time, Ralph had sunk into a prc^onnd 
re?ery, when the young soldier remembered that the hour was 
late, and he had yet obtained no eicj^anation of the mysterious 
charges. He therefore alluded to the subject in a manner 
which he thought best adapted to obtain the desired intelli- 
gence. The instant Lionel mentioned the agitotion of his aunt^ 
his companion raised his head again, and a smile like that of 
fierce exultation lighted the wan face of the old man, who 
answered, pointing with an emphatic gesture to his own 
boeom-^ 

^ Twas here, bo]^ — ^'twas here. Nothing short of the power 
of conscience, and a knowledge like that of mine, could strike 
that woman speechless in the presence of any thing human." 

^ But what is this extraordinary knowledge f I am in some 
degree the natural protector of Mrs. Lechmere ; and, independ- 
ent of my individual interest in your secret, have a right, in her 
behalf to require an explanation of such serious all^ations.'' 

** In her behalf P repeated Ralph. " Wait, impetuous young 
man, until she bids you push the inquiry : it shall then be an- 
swered, in a voice of thunder." 

^ If not in justice to my aged aunt, at least remember your 
repeated promises to unfold that tisd tale of my own domestic 
sorrows, of which you claim to be the master." 

^ Ay, of that, and much more, am I in possession," returned 
the old man, smiling, as if conscious of his knowledge and 
power. ^ If you doubt it, descend and ask the miserable ten- 
ant of this warehouse, or the guilty widow of John Lech- 
mere." 

^ Nay, I doubt nothing but my own patience ; the moments 
iy BwifUy, and I have yet to learn all I wish to know." 

'^This is neither the time, nor is it the place, where you are 
to hear the tale," returned Ralph. ** I have already said thai 
we shall meet beyond the colleges for that purpose." 
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**' But alter tlie ei»Qtft of tliia day, who can. tell when it will 
be in the power of an pffieer of tbe crown to visit the colleges 
in safety:!"! 

^ Whatl'V cried: the' old ^man, laughing^' aioud, in ihe. bitter' 
oees oMus soorn^ >^ has die boy &Ihm1 th^etrength: and' the will 
of the despised qolonists^ so soon ! Eat I pledge to theei mjr 
word, that thou ahait yet s^ithe platie, and in fitfetjf. i Yes^ 
yes, Priscilla LeehmerB)' thy honr is at: hand, and: tlxy doom is 
sealed foveyer !" :. . i ■ 

Lionel again mentioned his aimt, and ailndedTto the: necessity 
of his soon rejoining her,, as he aiready heard footsteps bdow^ 
which indicated that preparations were making for h^-departt 
are; But his petitions and^renaonstninces were now: totally tin- 
heeded : his aged companbh^was jMiein^ awifbly up- and idown 
his small apartment, muttering incoherent sentences, in whidi 
the nanie of Priscilla was alone andibk, rand, his oduntenaAce 
betrayihg the inward w^rking^'iof ahaorhingaluli Jlecce |)a08ionii. 
In a. few imoments ioiiore, theshriH .iFoioe of Afasgailiwaa heard 
calling tipon her son, in a nianner.whieh |)kinly denoted her 
knowle<^ that the changeling was oonioeaieQ sbniewh^ about 
the building. Job heard her calls repeated^ iifatir the tones of 
her voice became angry and threateiiing, i^hen he stole lalowly 
from his comer,: and moved t^bwards tibeladderj' wdh^arsohken 
brow and lingering steps. Lioniel,n6wknewndt ho#to act 
His aunt was still ignorant of his prei^npe^aiki he thpnght if 
Abigail Ptay had wished him to appear, he .wottld in sbtne 
manner he socjin included in the summons. ; Hethad also his 
own secret reasons for .wishing his visits t6 Bidpjji imbM>wn. 
Accordingly, he defteimined to watdi the xnovements below, 
under the favor of the darkness, and to be governed entirely by 
circomstances.. He took no leave c^ his ioompanion on d^art- 
ing, for long i»e had so fax accustomed imn to the Eccentric 
manner of the old man, that he well knew iny attonpt to 'divert 
his attention item lah burning thou^ts would beftttile at a 
moment of Muoh intense excitement . 
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F^oin the iiead o^ th» ladder, where LiODfil took hia stand,- h« 
iaw~Mra»'Lechmere,]pDeccded by Job .with a lantern, WBlkiug, 
with a firmer step than he could have hoped lor, towards the 
door, and he orerheiod- Abigail eautiooing her wilful son to 
%ht her risitor to a neighboring comer, where it. appeared a 
conveyance was in waiting. On the threshold^ lus aunt turned, 
and, the Hght from the cimdle oE Abigail falling on her fea- 
tnres^XiorteL caught a iiill view of her ^d) hard eye, which had 
regained aU its worldly expression, though softened a little by 
a deeper shade of thought than usual* 

. '^ Let the soene of to-night, be forgotten^, my good Abigail,'* 
she^d .*' Your lodger is- ^ nameless being, who has gleaned 
some idle tale,- and wishes to pradibe on our credulilgr to enrich 
himself. I will consider m<»e of it ;: but on no ^usQount do you 
hold any further comiiiunibn with him. I must remove you, 
my trusty woman; this habitation is unwiHihy of you^ and of 
your dutiful son, too.^ I must dee yoii better lodged^ my good 
Abigail-T-iiideedlmust'^ . - 

Lionel could distinguish the slight ' shudder that passed 
throng the frame of her companion, as she alluded, to th^ 
doubtful- chamcter of Ealph ; but, without ^nsw^ring, Abigail 
held the door open for the departure of her guest. The instant 
Mrs. Leclunere disappeared, Lionel glided down the* ladder, and 
stood before the astonished woman. 

^' When I tell you I have heard all that passed to^nighty" he 
abruptly said,^ ^ jroti wiU see the . folly of any further attempt 
at concealmentL I nonir demand :so much <^ your secret ai« 
affects the happiness of me or mine.'' 

" No— no— not of me. Major Lincoln," said the terrified fe- 
male ; " not of me, for the love of God, not of me : I have 
sworn to keep it, and one oath — ^" Her emotions choked her, 
and her voice became indistinct 

Lionel regretted his vehemence, and, ashamed to extort a 
confession from a woman, he attempted to pacify her feelings, 
promising to require no further communication at that time. 
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*^Gi>—gPy^ she said, motioning him to depart, ^ and I shall 
be well again. Leave me, and then I shall be alone with tliat 
terrible old man, and my God l" 

Perceiving her earnestness, he reluctantly compHed, and, 
meeting Job on the threshold, he ceased to feel any further un- 
easiness for her safi^ty. 

During his rapid walk to Tremont-street, Major linoohi 
thought intently on all he had heard and witnessed. He re* 
membered the communications by which Ralph had attained 
such a powerful interest in his feelings, and he fiwded he could 
discover a pledge of the truth of the old man's knowledge in 
the guilt betrayed by the manner of his aunt. From Mrs. 
Lechmere his thoughts recurred to her lovely grandchild, and 
for a moment he was perplexed, by endeavoring Ux explain her 
contradictory deportment towards himself: at one time she was 
warm, frank, and even affectionate ; and at another, as in the 
short and private interview of that very evening, cold, con- 
strained, and repulsive. Then, again, he recollected the object 
which had chiefly induced him to follow his regiment to his 
native country; and the recollection was attended by that shade 
of dejection which such reflections never &iled to cast across 
iiis intelligent features. On reaching the house, he ascertained 
the safe return of Mrs. Lechmere, who had already retired (o 
her room, attended by her lovely relatives. Lionel inunediatcly 
followed their example ; and as the excitement of that memo* 
rable and busy day subsided, it was succeeded by a deep sleeps 
that fell on his seni^ like the forgetfulnets of the dead. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

• * 

•* N«w tot it w<t^: lllBeh!«i; tbom art albot: 
Take thou what ooune thou wilt P 

8lIAKflPKAX& 

Tub abmn of the inroad passed swiftly by the low shores of 
the Atlantic, and was heard echoing among the rugged moun- 
tains west of the rivers, as if borne along on a whirlwind. The 
male population, between the rolling waters of Massachusetts 
Bay and the limpid stream of the Connecticut, rose as one man ; 
and as the cry of blood was sounded &r inland, the hills and 
▼aUeys, the highways and footpaths, were seen covered with 
bands of armed husbandmen, pressing eagerly towards the scene 
of the war. Within eight-and-forty hours after the &tal meet- 
ing at Lexington, it was calculated that more than a hundred 
thousand men were in arms ; and near one fourth of that num- 
ber was gathered before the peninsulas of Boston and Charles- 
town. They who were precluded by distance and a want of 
miUtary provisions, to support such a concourse, from partid- 
pating in the more immediate contest, lay by in expectation 
of the arrival of that moment when their zeal might also be 
put to severer trials. In short, the sullen quietude in which the 
colonies had been slumbering for a year, was suddenly and 
rudely broken by the events of that day ; and the patriotic 
among the people rose with such a cry of indignation on their 
lips, that the disaffected, who were no insignificant class in the 
more southern provinces, were compelled to silence, until the 
first burst of revoluticmary excitement had an opportunity to 
subside, undei' the never-fiuhng influence of time and suffering* 
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Gage, secure in his positions, and supported by a constantly 
.ncreasing power, as well as the presence of a formidable fleet, 
looked on the gathering storm with a steady eye, and with that 
calmness which distinguished the mild benevolence of his private 
character. Though the attitude and the intentions of the Ameri- 
cans could no longer be mistaken, he listened with reluctant 
ears to the revengeful advice of his counsellors, and rather strove 
to appease the tumult than to attempt crushing it by a force 
which, though a month before it had been thoi^ht equal to the 
united power of the peaceful colonists, he now prudently deemed 
no more than competent to protect itself within its watery 
boundaries. ProdamatibiiB w^re, however, fulminated against 
the rebels ; and such other measures as were thought indispen- 
sable to \ assert ' the dignity and authority, iof the crown, were 
promptly adopted. Of coiirse, these harmless deniUMfiations 
were disregarded, and all his exhortatioDsta return to a^ allegi- 
ance, which, the people still denied had ever been impaired, 
were lost amid the dis of arms, and thepoptilar cries of the 
time. These appeals of the British geiieral, as well as sundry 
others mdde by the royal governors, who yet Held their rule 
throughout all the' provinces, eiccept the pne in v^hich the scpne 
of our tale . is laid, were answered :by the people in huimble but 
manly petitions to the throne forjustice ; and in load r^onstnmces 
to the Parliament, requiring 'td be restored' to the possession of 
those rights and immunities wMch should be secured: to all who 
enjoyed the protelctioh of their eoimiron constitutioh. ' Still the 
powet anij prerogatives of the prince- were deejply.respefcted, 
and ivere alluded to in all public documents, with th« veneralioii 
which' was thought due ; to: the. sacredness ef has ' character' and 
station. ; But that biting, though grav«» sarbasm, wMch^^the c<^«* 
onists knew so well how to Use, was freely expended on bis 
imnist^rs, who were accused of devising £he ineasureBsaidestmo- 
ttvB to. the' peace d thd' empire. In this inanner* passed some 
leeeks albariiie aen^sdf dkhinislie&wlufiiiwem called "the battle 
of Lexington,^. fi!aih':ths* drciumstance of oominei^cing, 4i {he 
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hamlet of that name, both parties contmuing to prepare for a 
mightier exhibition of their power and daring. 

lioi^l had by no means been flin uneonoemed spectator of 
these preparations. The morning' a^r; thie return of the detach* 
ment, he applied for a coiqmand, equal to his just expectations. 
But while he was complimented on the spirit atid loyalty he 
had manifested on the late oecasionj it was intimated to l^e 
young man that he might be of more service to the cause of 
his prihcC) by devotmg Mb time to the.cidti^ation of his interest 
among those powerful colonists willi whoiti his family was a&ied 
by blood, or connected' by lolig and close intimacies. It ^as 
even submitted to his owii judgment whetiier' it would not be 
w^ at some auspiciouB moment, to trust his pereon without 
the defences of the amiy, in the |M*osedul3on of this commend* 
able de^gii. There wHs so much that was flattering to the self- 
love, and soothing to the pride of the young soldier, artfully 
mingled with these aiiibiguous propoods^ liiat he became con- 
tent to await the couibc of events, having, howeter, seciir^ a 
promise of obtaining a suitaide military command in the case 
of further hostilities. That such an event 'was at hand, iH>uld 
not well be concealed from one much less dbeerving than Mflgor 
Lincoln. : . . . : 

Gage had* already abandoned his temporary i>o6ition in 
OharlcBtown, for the sake' of prdcuring additional security by 
concentrating hid, force. From the hills of the peniBBula of 
Bostopi, it was apparent that the cfolc^sts M^ere 'fkst assuming 
the fiiDut of mel^ who ^ were res<)lved to beleikguer th^ army of 
the king. Many^ the opposite height^ were ^already crowned 
with hasty-formed works 'of earUi, and ai formidable body of 
these uiipiuetised w^<ttia(>bad set themis^ves boMly down be^ 
fore the ^itranee to the isthrmus, cuttbg' off all domniuBieation 
witih the iidjacenit country, <and occupying dhe little village of 
Roxbuty, directly before: the muzeles of the British gui^s, with 
a hardiness that would not have disgraced men mudi longei 
tried in the field, andnttore inured to its dangeris. 
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The surpriee created in the army bj these appear&aces of skiU 
. and spirit among the hitherto despised Americans, in some meas- 
ure ceased when the rumor spread itself in their camp, that 
manj gentlemen of the provinces) who had served with credit 
in the forces of the crown, at former periods, were mingled with 
the people in stations of responsibility and command. Among 
others Lionel heard the namea of Ward and Thomas ; men of 
liberal attunments, and of some experience in arms. Both were 
regularly commissioned by the congress of the colony as lead«« 
of their forces ; and under their orders were numerous regi- 
ments duly organized, possessing all the necessary qualificar 
tions of soldiers, excepting the two indisp^isable requisites of disci- 
pline and arms* Lionel heard the name of Warren mentioned 
oftener than any other in the circles of Province House, and 
with that sort of bitterness, which, even while it bespoke their 
animosity, betrayed the respect of hia enemies; This gentle- 
man, who until the last moment had braved the presence of the 
royal troops, and fearlessly advocated his prindples, while en- 
circled with their bayonets, was now known to have suddenly 
di8ai^>eared from among them, abandoning b<»ne, property, and 
a lucarative profession; and by sharing in the dosing scenes of 
the day of Lexington, to have fairly cast his fortunes on the 
struggle. But 4he name which in secret possessed the greatest 
charm for the ear of the yoimg British soldier, was that of 
Putnam, a yeoman of the neighboring. colony of Connecticut, 
who, as the uproar of the alarm whirled by him, literally de- 
serted his plough, and mounting a beast&om its team, made an 
early halt, after a forced march of a liundred miles^ in the fore- 
most ranks of his countrymen. While t^e name of this sturdy 
American was passing in whispers among the veterans who 
crowded the levees of Gage, a flood of melancholy and tend^ 
recollections flashed through the brain of the young man. He 
remMnbered the frequent^and interesting communicationa which, 
in hia boyhood, he had held with his own £Edher, before the 
dark shade had passed across the reason of Sir Lionel, and, in 
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every tale <^ murderoua oombats with the sarage tenants of the 
wildfl, in each scene of danger and of daring that had distin- 
guished the romantic warfiiro of the wilderness, and even in 
strange and fearful encounters with the beasts of the forest^ the 
name of this man was blended with a t^cies of chivakous 
fame that is seldom obtained in an enlightened age, and never 
undeservecSy. The great wealth of the fiamily of Lincoln, and 
the high expectations of its heir, had obtained for the latter a 
military rank which at that period was rarely enjoyed by any 
but such as had bought the distinction by long and arduous 
services. Consequently, many of his equals had shared in those 
tjials of his father, in which the * Lion heart' of America had 
been so conspicuous for his deeds. By these grave veterans, 
who should know him best, the name (^.Putnam was always 
mentioned with strong and romantic affection ; and when the 
notable scheme of detaching him, by the promise of ofSce 
and wealth, from the cause of the colonists was pr<^>08ed by the 
cringmg counsellors who surrounded the commander-in-chie^ it 
was listened to with a contemptuous incredulity by the former 
associates <^ the old partisan, that the result of the plan fully 
justified. Similar inducements were c^ered to others amcmg 
the Americans, whose talents were thought worthy of purchase ; 
but so deep root had the principles of the day taken, that not a 
man of any note was found to listen to the proposition. 

While these subtle e]|)eriments were adopted in the room of 
more energetic measures, troops continued to aSrive from Eng- 
land, and, before the end of May, many leaders of renown ap- 
peared in the councils of Gage, who now possessed a di^>osable 
force of not less than eight thousand bayonets. With the ap- 
pearance of these reinforcements, the fallen pride of the army 
oegaji to revive; and the spirits of the haughty young men, 
who had so recently left the gay parades of their boasted island, 
were chafed by the reflection that such ah army should be 
cooped within the narrow limita of the peninsula by a band of 
ha^-armed husbandmen, destitute alike of the knowledge of 
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war, and of most of its munitionfti Hiis feeling was mcreased 
by tfaie ^aunte of the Americans themselves, Who now turned 
the tables <m. th<ar adrersaries, applying^ among other sneers, 
the t«nn of "^Ibow-tooHa" freely to Burgoync, obe of those *0hkif* 
tains of theroyal army, who had boasted unwittingly of the in* 
tention of himself and his oom^rs to wid^n the limits of the 
army inmiediately on their aniVal at th^ scene of the contest 
The aqpeoi of things witlnn the British eamp began to indicitte, 
faoweTer,>that thieir leadens were serious in the ibteiiti6n to ex- 
tend their possessions, and all eyes were ^igidn tuilied to'lho , 
heights of Charlestdwn, the spot most likely to' be first oocujned. 

Ko military positions <^ould be more happily situated, as re*- 
spects locality, to support ea^sii other, and to extend and Wfealken 
the lines of their enemies, than the two opposite petiinsulas so 
often mentioned; The distance between them was but six hun* 
dred yards^ and the deep and navigable waters, by which they 
were nearly surrounded, rendered it esisy for the royal geiieral 
to command, atany time, the assistance of the heaviest vessels 
of th^:fleet) in defending either pisioei ' With these ttdvaiitages 
bei&sre them, the army gladly heard those orders issu^ which, 
i^ was well understood^ indicated an > aipproadhitig moveB^^ to 
the oppottte shores^ 

It wliB now eight weeks siniec^ the contmenoement ' pf lioetiti- 
ties, and the war had be^n confined to the preparati6ns detail^, 
with thfS exception of one or two sharp ^drmiishes on the islands 
of the harbor, between tho forAgers of * the' Attny iKhd • sttiall 
parties of the Ameiicki»i,iti' which '^^ktter well' ihakfiai^ed 
their nerwly adquired iteputation for spirit 

With the arrival )of the i^giments Gfoin Dnglaixd, gayety had 
once more Visited tjio town, though such of the mhAbitaiitd lis 
were compelled to remain agadnst Iheir indiniitions, continued 
to maintain that cold reserve, in their deportment, whioh effeo* 
tually repell^ all tiie -eflbrts of the oftcdrs to include t&em in 
the wanton l^tlvities of the iim^s. There were a ibw, however, 
amoo^ the colonists, who had beeti bribed, by oftcets and 
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emuLumeiits, to desert the good cause of the land ; and as aome 
of these had aheady.heen iBwaJrded by: offices whioh ga^B them 
aeoess'tD the isar of iherojral gOTemor^ he was thougiit tobe 
unduljr^aQd unhappily wfluenbed by. the. pemicibiis.oottiisels 
with irhich they poisoned, his mindy and pr^NUsed him'ibr acts 
of injustice and harshness, that both Ibs unbiased ieehngs and 
onduiaiy opinions would hare: condsnmed^ A km^ days suc- 
ciaeding the affiur of Lexington^ a meeting.. o£. the inhabitants 
hadj[>een oonvehed, aiid!a;sdemn>conipaot.was made between 
t|iem asd the governor, that' auch as choee to deliver np their 
ani» might ileaviB the place, while the Demainder.were promised 
a suitable ipodtectien in their: oilrn ' dwellings. The arms wei^ 
deyrisredy-biit that paii'ofthe.i^nditions which ralated to the 
removal ci tfie. inhabitants was Violated under 6%ht and insuf- 
ficient pretexts. This, and various other causes ineidental to 
miHtiM7 rule, embitteriBd th^&ebngaof the people,' and Ainiished 
fieW'^^auses ot complaini ; wfaile^ on- ike other hand, hatred was 
rapidly usurping the place of contempt, in the bi^asts of those 
whohad^>een compelleil to change their seaHaments With re- 
spect to a people that they oonld lierer love.^ £n this manner, 
resentment and distrust existed, with all the violence of person- 
iility, witiiin the place itself affording an additional * reason to 
the taroops for wishing to extend theur limits. Notwithstanding 
these- inauspieioas -omens of the character of the contest, the 
native kindness of Gage, and peihaps a- dmve to rescue a few of 
his oWn men from the hands of the colonists, iliduced him to 
oohsent to an exchange of the prisoners made in the inroad ; 
thus eistablishing, in the outset, a preciadent to distinguish the 
controversy frc«n an ordinaiyrebellito i^;ainst the loyal authority 
of the sovereign. A meeting was held, fcfr this purpose, in the 

• ' ' • ft 

viUage of Oharlestown, at that time unoccupied by either aimy. 
At the head of the American deputation appeared Warren, and 
the old partisan of the wilderness already mentioned, who, by a 
happy, though not uncommon constitution of temperament, was 
as forward in deeds of charity as in those of daring. At this 
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interview, seyeral oi the veterans of the royal army were preaeuty 
having passed the strait to hdld a last, Mendly converse wiUi 
their andent oomrade, who received them with the firankness of 
% soldier, while he rejected their subtle endeavors to entice him 
jfrom the banners under which he had enlisted, with a sturdi- 
aess as impretending as it was inflexible. 

While these events were occurring at the great scene of the 
contest, the hum of preparation was to be beard throughout the 
whole of Ibe wide extent <^ the col<»ies. In various places 
slight acts of hostility were committed, the Americans no longer 
waiting for the British to be the aggressors, and everywhere 
audi military stores as could be reached, were seized, peaceably 
or by violence, as the case required. The concentration of most 
of the troops .in Bost<»i had, however, left the other col<»iies 
comparatively but littie to achieve, though, while they still 
rested, nominally, under the dominion of the oown, they neg- 
lected no means within their power to assert their rights in the 
last extr^nity. 

At Philaddj^bda, ^ the Congress of the Delegate^ from the 
United Colonies,'' the body that controlled the great move- 
ments of a people who now first began to act as a distinct na- 
tion, issued their manifestoes, supporting, in a masterly manner, 
their principles, and proceeded to organize an army that should 
be as competent to maintoin them as circumstances would al- 
low. GenUemen who had been trained to arms in the service 
of the Idng, were invited to resort to their banners, and the re- 
mainder of the vacancies were filled by the names of the youthr 
ful, the bold, and adventurous, who were willing to risk their 
lives in a cause where even success promised so little personal 
advantage. At the bead of tills list of untrained warriors, the 
congress placed one of their own body, a man abeady distin- 
guished for his services in the field, and who has since be 
queathed to .his country the glory of an untarnished name 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

** Thoa Bbitit meet me «t FbilippL" 

Jirnn Cjhai; 

DcRiNO this period of fevaish excitement^ while the appear* 
anoe and fuiratioiui of war existed with so little of its danger or 
iU action, Ilonel had not altogether forgotten his persoioal feel- 
ings, in the powerful interest created hj the state of public 
affiiirs. Earlj on the morning succeeding the night of the 
scene between Mrs. Lechmere and the inmates of the ware- 
house, he had repaired again to the spot, to relieve the intense 
anxiety. of his mind, by seeking a complete eiplmation of all 
those mysteries which had been the principal ligament that 
bound him to a man, little known, except for his singulari- 
ties. 

The effects of the preceding day's battle were already visible 
in the market-place, where, as Lionel passed, he saw £aw or 
none of the countrymen who usually crowded the square at 
that hour. In &ct, the windows of the shops were opened 
with caution, and men looked out upon the f&ce of -the sun as 
if doubting of its appearance and warmth, as in seasons of ordi- 
nary quiet ; jealousy and distrust having completdy usurped 
the place of security within the streets of the town» Notr 
withstanding the hour, few were in their beds, and those who 
appeared betrayed by their looks that they had passed the 
night in watchfulness. Among this number was Abigail Pray, 
who received her guest in her little tower, surrounded by «verj 
thing as he had seen it on the past evening, nothii^ altered, 
except her oiim dark eye, which at times looked like a gem of 

price set in her squalid features, but which now appeared hag- 
42 
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gard and sunken, participating, man markedly than common, 
in the general air of misery that pervaded the woman. 

** I have intruded at a somewhat unnaual hoor, Mrs. Pray,^ 
said Lionel, as he entered ; ^ but business of the last moment 
requires that I should see your lodger. I suppose he is above : 
it will be well to announee my visit'* . 

Abigail shook her head with an air of solemn meaning, as 
she answered, in a subdued voice, '^ He is gone V 

"• Gone r exclaimed XioneL "" Whither, and when ?" 

^ The people seem visited by the wimth of Grod, sir," letdmed 
the womaiL ^ Old and young, the sick and w^ are omy 
about the 8bed£ng of blood ; and it!s beyond the might of -man 
to say wheie the torrent will be stayed.'* 

<<Butwhathasth]BtodowithBalphl Where is he? W^h 
man, you are not piaying me £alae f 

'f I! . Heoveii forbid that I shoald.evnp be fiilse again I and 
io jou kast Off. all God's creatures 1 Ko,' no, Mi^r linoohi'; 
the wonderfol toxOj who aeems to .have livied so long that he 
can evdi read our secret thou^^it8,as I had supposed man could 
never read them, has left me, and I know not whether he will 
ever return." 

. ** Ever I You have not driven . him by violence fiom under 
your mlseraHe reof 1" ' . ./ 

f* My joof is like that of the fowls ol th^ air-^^tisthe roof of 
any who are so unfortunate as to need'it.. There is no spot on 
earth, Maj<n; Lincoln, that I can call mifiei-but one day .there 
will be o^er-ryes, yes, there will be a narcow. house providea 
for us aM.; and €rod gcant that mine may be as .quiet as the 
coffin is said to be I . I lie not, Major loncolh — no^ this time 1 
am innocent of deceit-r-'Ralph and Job haveigone together, but 
whither I kiow not^ unleas it be to join the people without the 
town. They left me as th6 moon rese, and he gave me a part* 
ing and a warning voice, that will ring in my ears until they 
are deafened by the dampis of the grave T 

^ G»>ne to join the Americans, and with Job !" returned Lio' 
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uel, mufflng, and without atteading to the closing words of A1^ 
gall. ^ Your boy will purchase peril with this madness, Mrs. 
R«y,:and8hoidd be looked toj^ 1 

^ Jdb is not one of God*8 aocountabl^^ nor is he to be treated 
like other children," returned the woman. "Ah! Major Tin<^ 
coin, a healthier, and a stouter, and. a finer boy .wai^not to be 
seen in the Bay province, till the olnld hadreached^ his fifth 
year ; then, then it was '■ that 'the judgment of i Heaven M on 
itu^er. and sbur-Hsiekness inade^ Mm what yon 8ee,-> a being 
with the form, but without the reibon^of man, and I havci 
grown ih^ wretch Tarn. Bui ft haa^ ail been fc^retold, and 
wamihgs enough hava I had of it all;. lor is it not said, that 
JSTtf * will visit the sins of the fathers npozi the^ohfldren until 
the third and fdnrth generation T Hiaidcf Qodj mj sorrows 
and sins will end with Job, for thei^ never ^can be la third to 
snflferr •■'' :•.■.;.'■.,•••' 

' ^I^^ said Lionel, ''there be ai^^in which lies heavy a£ your 
heairt, every dodsid^ation, whether of justice or ■ iBpaitanc^ 
should induce you to c<»ifess yeur errors to those wfaiose happi^ 
ness may be afiected by th^ knowledge^ if any such there be." 

The anxious ej6 of the woman raised itself to meet the look 
of the yOung man; but, quailing before the piercings gaze it 
eiicouniered, she quickly turned it upon the litter and confusion 
et her disordered apartmenl Lionel waited 8c»ne time for a 
niply ; but finding that she remained obstinately ^silent^ hd eon-* 
tinned— • 

''From what has already p^ussedy you must be conscious that 
I have good reason to believe that my feelings are dee^y con- 
cerned in your secret ; naake, theii, your confession of the guilt 
which seems to bear you down so' heavily;- and' in return for tlie 
confidence, I promise you my foigiveneas and protection.^ 

As Lionel pressed thus directly jkhe p6i&t so near his heart, 
the woman shrunk away from her situation near him, and her 
Countenance lost, as he proceeded, its remarkable expresdon of 
compunction, in a forced look of deep surprise, that showed she 
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was no novice in dissimulation, whatever might he the ocoa 
rional warnings- of her eonscience. 

^ Guilt r' she repeated, in a slow and tremulous voice : ^ir« 
are all guilty, and would be lost creatures, but for the bloOd Oi 
the Mediator/' 

^ Most true. But you have spoken of crimes that infringe 
the l^ws of man, as well as those of God.** 

" 1 1 Major Lincoln — ^I a disorderly law'^reaker i" exclaimed 
Abigail, affecting to busy herself in arranging her apartment 
^ It is not such as I that have leisure or courage to break Uu 
laws ! Major Lincoln is trying a poor lone woman, to make 
his jokes with the gentlemen of his mess this evening : 'tis c«r» 
tain we all of ua have our burdens of .guilt to. answer* for% 
Surely Major Lincoln couldnt have heard Minister Hunt preach 
his sermon, the last Sabbath, on the ^ins of the town P - 

Lionel colored highly at the artful imputation of the Womani 
that he was practising on her sex and unprotected situation ; 
and, greatly provoked, in secret, at her duphcity, he became 
more guarded in his language, endeavoring to lead her on, by 
kindness and soothing, to the desired communications. But all 
lus ingenuity was met by more than equal abilities on the part 
of Abigail, from whom he only obtained expressions' of surprise, 
that he could have mistaken her language for more than the 
usual acknowledgment of errors, that are admitted to be conl- 
mon to our lost nature. In this particular, the woman was in 
no respect singular ; the greater number of those who are 
loudest in their c<Mi&ssions and dennnciataons on tiie aban- 
doned nature of our hearts, commonly resentang, in the deepest 
manner, the imputation isi individual ofifenoes. Hie more eam- 
38t and pressmg his inquiries became, the more waiy she grem 
until, disgusted with her pertinacity, and secretly suspecting her 
of foul play with her lodger, he left the house in anger, deter 
mining to keep a close eye on her movements, and, at a suitable 
moment, to strike such a blow as should bring her not only to 
eonfession, but to shame. 
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. Under the influence of tliis momentary resentment, and un< 
able to avoid harboring the most unpleasant suspicions of his 
aunt, the young man determined, that very mcMming, to with- 
draw himself entirely, as a guest^ from her dwelling. Mrs. 
Le<$hmere, who, if she knew at all that Lionel had been a wit* 
ness of her intercourse with Ralph, must have received the in- 
telligence from Abigail, received him, at break£sist, with a manner 
&at betrayed no such consciousness^ She listened to his ex* 
coses for removing with evident concern ; and more than onoe^ 
as Lionel spoke of the probable nature of his future life, now 
ths^ hostilities had -commenced — ^the additional trouble his pres- 
ence would occasion to one of her habits and years — of his 
great concern in her behalf — and, in short, o£ aQ that he could 
devise in the way of apology for the st^, he saw her eyes 
turned anxiously on Cecil with an expression which, at another 
time, might have led him to distrust the motives of her hospi* 
tality. The young lady herself however, evidently heard the 
proposal wiih great satisfaction^ and, when her grandmother 
appealed to her opinion, whether he had urged a single good 
inoason for the measure, she answered, with a vivacity that had 
been a stranger to her manner of kte — > 

^ Certainly, my dear grandmamma — the best of all reasons : 
his inclinations. Major Lincoln tires of us, and of our hum- 
drum habits, and — and in my eyes, true politeness requires that 
we should suffer him to leave us for his barracks, without a word 
oi retnonstrance.'* 

" My motive must be greatly mistaken, if a desire to leave 
ton — ^ 

^ Oh, sir, the explanation is not required. You have urged 
BO many reasons, cousin Lionel, that tiie ti^ne and moving mo- 
tive is yet kept behind the curtain. It must and can be no other 
than ennuij* 

^ Then I will remain," said Lionel ; ^ for any thing is better 
than to be suspected of insensibility." 

Cecil looked both gratified and disappointed ; she played with 
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her spoon a moment in embarrassment, bit her beautiful lip 
wilh vexation, and tben'saicl, in a m^refrieodly toner— ' f 

.^.I must then exonerate jou from the imputation. Goto 
70m* own quarters, if it he .a^eeable,:and we will; belieye your 
incomprehensible reasons for the change ; besides, as a Jdnsman, 
we shall see you every day, you know.-' 
] Lionel had now no longer any excuse for not abiding by; ius 
avowed determination; and, notwithat^iding Mrs. Lechmero 
parted froim her interesting nephew with an exhibition c^ reluo* 
tanee tihat. was in singular contract with; her usually cold. and 
formal manner, the desired removal was madein the coui^ of 
that very jnoming. , . [ ,7 . . 

' '.iV^eh this dhahge was accomplished, w^ejc aftec week^dipped 
by in the manner related 10 thd preceding ehapter,< during whioh 
the leinfbrc^ents: continued tQ amve, and genetal after genaral 
appeared in the place to aupport ihe un^tjsrprising Gag&jn the 
eo:ciduGt of the war. The iin&id Junongst the colonists Were ap** 
palled as they heard the long U«t.o£ projiid and bo^isted names 
recounted. There wais Howe, a jnain sprung from a noble, race, 
long known for their deeds in arms, and whose chief had already 
shed his blood on the sml (^ America; Clinton, another cadet 
of an.illustrious house, better known for his p^'sonal intrepidity 
ai«i domestic kindness, than for the rough qualities of the war- 
rior; and the elegant and accomplished Burgoyne,. who had 
already purchased a name in the fields of PiHtugal : ^nd Ger- 
many, which he was destined soon to lose in the wilds (4 Amer- 
ica. In addition to these might be mentioned Pigot, Grant, 
Robertson, and the heir of Northumberland, each of whom led 
a brigade in the cause.of his prince ; besides a host of men of 
leaser note, who had passed their youth in arms, and were now 
about to bring their experience to the field, in opposition to th^ 
untrained husbandmen of the plains of New England* As if 
this list were not sufficient to overwhelm their inexperienced 
adversaries, the pride of arqas had gathered many of the young 
among the noble and chivalric in the British empire, to the 
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{K)int on which all eyes were turned ; amongst whom^ the on^ 
who afterwards :a<lded the fairest wreath to the laurtsls of his 
ancestors, was the jcnnt heir of HasUngs and Moira, the gSillant, 
but, as yet, untried boy of Rawdon, Amongst such eompan- 
ions, many of whom had been his associates in England, the 
hours of Lionel passed swiftly by, leaving him but little leisure 
to meditate on those causes which had brought him ako to the 
scene of: GOfitention* • 

One wann evening, towards the middle of June, lionel be- 
came a. witness of the following scene, through the open doors 
which communicated between his private apattment and the 
room which Polwaith had dedidated to what he called ^Hhe 
knowing mess.*^ M^Fuse was seated at a table, with a ludicrous 
sax of maffwteriai authority, while Polwarth held a station at 
hi&:aide^ which appeared to partake of the double duties of a 
iudge and a scribe. Before this formidable tribunal iSeth Sage 
Was amiigned, as it.woidd seem, to answer for certain offences 
alleged to .have been committed in the field of battle. Ignorant 
that hk landlord had not rec<$ived th<Q benefit of . the late ex^ 
change, and curious to know what all the suppressed roguery 
he could detect in the demure countenances of liisiHendii might 
signify, Lionel dropped his pen, and listened to the 'succeeding 
dialogue.: 

. *VN6w answer io your ofiences, thou silly felldw, with a wise 
name,'' M^Fuse copimenoed, in a voice that ^d not fail, byits 
harsh cadences, io create some of {hat awe which, by the ex- 
ptession of the speaker^s eye, it wouM seem h^ labored to pro^ 
ddoe; **speakottt with the freedom of a man, and the compuno^ 
tions of a: Christian, if you have them. Why shoi^d I not send 
you at once to Ireland, thait ye knay get your deserts on three 
pieces of timber, the one being laid* crosswise ' for the sake of 
convenience ? K you have a contrary reason, bestow it without 
di>lay, for the love you bear yoiir own angular deformities.'* 

The wags did not altogether ^1 in their object, Seth hettiff* 
ing a good deal more uneasiness than it was usual for the matf 
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to exhibit even in situations of uncommon peril. After clearing 
his throat, and looking about him, to gather from the eyes of 
the spectators which way their sympathies inclined, he answered 
with a very commendable fortitude — 

^ Because it's ag'in all law." 

^ Have done with your interminable perplexities of ihe law," 
cried MTuse, ^ and do not bother honest gentlemen with its 
knavery, as if they were no more than so many proctors in big 
wigs I 'lis the Qospel you should be thinking o^ you godless 
reprobate, on account of that final end you will yet make, one 
day, in a most indecent hurry." 

" To your purpose, Mac," interrupted Polwarth, who perceived 
that the erratic feelings of his friend were beginning already to 
lead him from the desired point ; '^ or I will propound the mat- 
ter myself in a style that would do credit to a mandamus 
counsellor." 

^ The mandamuses are all ag'in the charter, and the law too,* 
continued Seth, whose courage increased as the dialogue bore 
more directly upon his political principles ; ^ and to my noind 
it's quite convincing, that if ministers calculate largely on up- 
holding them, there will be great disturbances, if not a proper 
fight in the land ; for the whole country is in a blaze I" 

"Disturbances, thou immovable iniquity I thou quiet assassin!" 
roared M^Fuse ; " do ye not call a light of a day a disturbance) 
or do ye tarm skulking behind fences, and laying the muzzle ol 
a musket on the head of Job Pray, and the breech on a mul- 
lein-stalk, while ye draw upon a fellow-creature, a commendable 
method of fighting ? Kow answer me to the truth, and disdain 
all lying, as ye would 'ating any thing but cod on a Saturday, 
who were the two men that fired into my very couiitenanee, 
firom the unfortunate situation among the mulleins that I have 
detailed to you?" 

"Pardon me. Captain M*Fuse," said Polwarth, " if I say that 
your zeal and indignation run ahead of your discretion. If we 
alarm the prisoner in this manner, we may defeat the ends of 
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]iisiice. Besides, sir, there is a reflectioii contained in jour lan- 
guage, to which I must dissent A real dumb is not to be de- 
spised, especially when served up in wrapper, and between two 
coarser fish, to preserve the steam. I have had my private medi- 
tations on the subject of getting up a Saturday's club, in order 
to enjoy the bounty of the Bay, and for improving the cookery 
<rf \he cod.'** 

^ And let me tell you. Captain Polwarth," returned the grena- 
dier, cooking his eye fiercely at the other, '^that your epicurean 
propensities lead you to the rerge of cannibalism ; for sure it 
may be called that, when you speak of 'ating, while the life of 
a fellow-cr'ature is under discussion for its termination — ^ 

^ I conclude," interrupted Seth, who was greatly averse to all 
quarrelling, and who thought he saw the symptoms of a breach 
between his judges, '^the captain wishes to know who the two 
men were that fired on him a short time before he got the hit 
in the shoulder T 

^ A short time, ye marvellous hypocrite ! — 'twas as quick as 
pop and slap could make it" 

** Perhaps there might be some mistake, for a great many of 
the troops were much disguised^-" 

T>o ye insinuate that I got drunk before the enemies of my 
king ?" roared the grenadier. " £[arkye, Mister.Sage ; I ask you 
in a genteel way, who the two men were that fired on me, in 
the manner detailed ; and remember that a man may tire of 
putting questions which are never answered." 

** Why," returned Seth, who, however expert at prevarication, 
'eschewed, with religious horror, a direct lie, *' I pretty much 
conclude that they— the captain is sure the place he means was 
just beyond Menotomy ?" 



* R msf be m lit natter of itiqniry fat the intiqiuttlaB, to I«sm whether the eapUdn 
ever put hia prcjeet in execation ; and if so, wbdtber be has not the merit of foonding 
that flunoos association, which, to this hour, maintains the Cathollo custom of tlM 
tost, b J testing on the last daj of the week on the staple of New England ; and whlofc 
ifl said to assemble regularly, with maeh good-fellowship, around more good irUiA 
than is ever encountered at any ether board In the known world. 
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*Ab sure aa men can be," said Polwarth, '^who possess the 
use of their eyes," 

^ Then Captm Polwarth can give testimony to the £ftct T 

" I believe Major lincolu's horse carries a small bit of your 
lead to this mipmenjl^ Master Si^.'' 

Seth yielded to this iaccanijidation of evidence against him ; 
and knowing, moreover, that the grenadier had literally made 
him a prisons in th^fact of renewing his fire, he sagaciously 
determined to mi^ a merit of necessity, and caiMQdly to ac 
knowledge his agency in inflicting the wounds. The utmost^ how* 
ever, that bis cautious habits would permit hw to say^ wa^*— 

^ Seeing there can't well be any mistake, I se^m to tbink the 
two men weriBj i^ic^y , Job iui4 X-** . . 

*^ Chiefly, you lath of u»oertaintyr, cjxqlaipied M'Fose; "if 
there was an j chief in that cowardly assassination of wounding 
a Christian, and of also hurting a horse-— whioh, though noth- 
ing but a dumb baste, has better blood than runs in your own 
beggarly yeins-r^'twas your own. vgly. p^oportiopis* But/ 1 re- 
joice that you have come to the confessionjal I Icfm^now see 
you hung with felidty. If you have any thing to say, urge it at 
once, why I should not embftrk y<^ for Ir^and by the first vea- 
fl^ in a letter to my loi^l-Iieut^i^mt,.wi.th a reque^ that he'll 
give you an tvAj |MrOCi^o^ i^d a decent ^metBl*'' ^ ' . 

Seth belonged to a dass ^ his epuntrymen^ amcfngst whom, 
while there was a- supQrd>UQdai^ce of ingenuity, there.was lit- 
erally no joke. Secdved bythe appearlAiioe of anger, which 
had in reality blended. with, the aasuxii^ manner of th^ grena- 
dier, as he dwelt jipon the instating .9ubjeot of bin own injuries, 
the belirf of the prisoner in the sacred protection of the laws 
became much shaken, and he began to reflect very s^iously on 
the insecurity of the times, as well as on the despotic nature of 
the miHtary power. The UtUe humor he had inherited firom his 
puritan ancestors wa;^ though exceedingly quaint, altogether 
after it difierent &i^hion from the off-hand, blundering wit of the 
Irishman ; andiihat manner which he did jiot possess, he qould 



LI ON EX. LINCOLN. 201 

not entirely comprehend; so that, as far as a very visible alarm 
furthered the views of the two cxHiapirators, they we]:e quite 
sucoessfuL Polwarth now took ptf on his evident eipbarrass^ 
ment, and observed, with a careless manner— 

'^Perhap& I caa . make a proposal, by which ,Mr. Sage m»y 
redeem his neck from the halter, and at the same time essen- 
tially iserve an old friend." 

^ Hear ye that, tl^on confounder of men; a^d bastes T' cried 
M'Fuse. ^^ Down on 3rour knees, and th^mk Mr. Paiter P<^wartli 
for the oharity of his. insinuation." 

8eih wa&not displeased to hear «uoh amicable intentions an- 
Bouhoed; but, habitually cautaous in all. bargaiudng, he sup- 
pressed the exhibition: of his satisfaction, and said, with an air 
of deliberation that would have: dooie :ci«dit to the keenest trader 
in King-street^ that ^ he 9ho^d lika U> h^ar thjoi t^mm of ^ agree- 
ment, before he gave his: conclusion.'' 

":They are simply: these," returned Pcrfwarth : ^ you shall re- 
ceive your pafi8{>orts. and freedom to-night, ^»ql condition that 
you sign this bond, whereby yoti will become obliged to supply 
our mess, as usuid, during the. time the place is invested^ with 
certain articles of. food and oourishm^t, as herein set fc«th, 
and according tx> the prioes mentioned, ^hich the Teriest. Jew in 
Duke's Place would pronounce to be liberal. Here, take the 
instrument,. and ^read: and mark,' in order that we may 'in- 
wardly digests' " 

Seth took the paper, and. gave it that ibanner of investiga- 
tion that he W98 wontto besitow; on every tjnng which affected 
his pecuniary intepests. He objected to the price, of every arti- 
cle, all of which wereralt^?^ in ooinplian<?e with his obstinate 
resistance ; .and hiB mdieoVei' insisted that a davne should be 
inserted to exonerate him from the penalty, provided the inter- 
course should be prohibited by the autlK»itieifsi of. the colony; 
after which' he oo^tinuML-^ 

"^ If the captain will agree to take charge of. the things, ah<{ 
become liable, I will conclude to make the trade." 



202 LIONEL LINCOLN. 

*' Here is a fellow who wante boot in a bargain for \m lifo T 
cried the grenadier. ^ But we will humor his covetous inclina- 
tions, Polly, and take charge of the chattels. Captain Pol- 
warth and myself pledge our words, to their 8aie-keef»ng. Let 
me run my eyes over the artides," continued the grenadier, 
looking very gravely at the several covenants of the bond. 
^^ Faith, Paiter, you have bargained for a goodly larder ! Bai^ 
mutton, pigs, turnips, potatoes, melons, and other fruits — 
there's a blunder, now, that would keep an English mess on a 
grin for a month, if an Irishman had made it I as if a melon 
was a fruit, and a potato was not ! The devil a word do I see 
that you have said about a mouthful, except aitables, either ! 
Here, fellow, clap your learning to it, and Pll warrant you we 
yet get a meal out of it, in some manner or other." 

^ Wouldn't it be as well to put the last agreement in the 
writings, too," said Seth, '^ in case of accidents !" 

"Hear how a knave halters himself!" cried M^Fuse: "he 
has the individual honor of two captains of foot, and is wiUing 
to exchange it for their joint b<md I The request is too raison- 
able to be denied, Polly, and we should be guilty of pecuniary 
suicide to reject it ; so place a small article at the bottom, ex- 
planatory of the mistake the gentleman has fiedlen into." 

Polwarth did not hesitate to comply, and in a very few min- 
utes every thing was arranged to the perfect satis&ction of the 
parties ; the two soldiers felicitating themselves on the success 
of a scheme which seemed to avert the principal evils of the 
leaguer from their own mess ; and Seth finding no difficulty in 
complying with an agreement which was likely to prove so 
profitable, however much he doubted its validity in a court of 
*ustice. The prisoner was now dedaxed at liberty, and was ad- 
vised to make his way out of the place, with as Utile noise aa 
possible, and under favor of the pass he held. Seth gave 
the bond a last and most attentive perusal, and then departed^ 
weU contented to abide by its conditions, and not a little pleased 
to escape from the grenadier, the expression of whose half 
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et/inlc^ half-serious eye, occasioned him more perplexity thaD 
auy other subject whidi had ever before occupied his astute- 
ness. After th^ disappearance of the prisoner, the two worthies 
repaired to their nightly banquet, laughing heartily at the suc- 
cess of their notable invention. 

Lionel suffered Seth to pass from the room, without speak- 
ing ; but, as the man left his own abode with a lingering and 
doubtful step, the young soldier followed him into the street, 
without communicating to any one that he had witnessed what 
had passed, with the laudable intention of adding his own per- 
sonal pledge for the security of the household goods in ques- 
tion. He, however, fou^id it no easy achicTement to equal the 
speed of a man who had just escaped fr<»n a long confinement, 
and who now appeared inclined to indulge his limbs freely in 
the pleasure of an unlimited exercise. Ihe velocity of Seth 
continued unabated, until he had conducted Lionel far into the 
lower parts of the town, where the latter. perceived him to en- 
counter a man, with whom he turned suddenly under an arch 
which led into a dark and narrow court Lionel instantly in- 
creased his speed, and as he entered beneath the passage, he 
caught a glimpse of the lank figure of the object of his pur-, 
suit, gliding through the opposite entrance to the court ; and, 
at the same moment, he encountered the man who had ap- 
parently induced the deviation in his route. As Lionel stepped 
a little on one side, the light of a lamp fell full on the fonn of 
the other, and he recognized the person of the active leader of 
the caucus (as the political meeting he had attended was 
called), though so disguised and muffled that, but for the acci- 
dental opening of the folds of his xdoak, the unknown might 
have passed his nearest friend without discovery. 

^ We meet again I" exclaimed Lionel, in the quickness ol 
surprise ; "^ though it would seem that the sun is never to shine 
on our inteiTiews." 

The stranger started, and betrayed an evident wish to con« 
tinue his walk, as though the other had mistaken his person, 



204 C I Q N K t L X M G O L V . 

ihen,^ as if suddenly redoBectiiig himBel^ he tuiiied and ap 
proached Lionel, inth easy dignity, and answered— 

^ The tMrd time is said to contion the cbarm I I fun happy 
to £od that I meet Ma|or Lincoln unhfu-medi ^tcor the d^Eingeps 
he so lately encountered.'' ., 

^ The dangers hare . probahly beeA. ei^ggera;^ ,by those 
who wish ill to the; oauae ofpttt mUsterJ' refturped lionel, 
ccddly. ' . 

Thero was a rcahu, hat proud .smile, on the faee of the stran- 
ger, as he replied-^ . 

^ I shall not ^pute the information of ^ne who bore^ so con- 
spicuous a part in: the deeds of <tbali[ d^yr . Still yeii wil) reinem- 
ber, though the inandi toLeziogtoii Was, like our owa accidental 
rencontres, in the dark, that a bright nun shone upon the re- 
treaty and nothing has been.Md."! i: ' 

^ Nothing need be conoealedt? .replied J4onelj neitded by the 
proud composure of the oiher^ .^, unless indeed^ the man I ad- 
dress is afraid to walk the streiets ^f Boston in -open day." 

^^ The /nan you address, Mf^or I^iQC^ln,^ ^d the stranger, 
advancing in his warmth a step neiacer to lipnel," has da,red to 
walk the streets of Boston both by day and 1^ night, when the 
bullies of him yOu call your master, hate, stmtt^d their hour in 
the security of peace; and/ now a nation is upto hun^ble their 
pretensions, shall he shrink fix>m treading his native spil.wben 
he will?'' 

' ''This is bold language from an enemy within a British 
eamp I Ask yourself what course my duty requires of me.*^ 

^ That is a ■ question which lies . between Mi^or Lincoln and 
uis consciences" returned this'stranger; ^though^" he added, 
after a momentary pause, and in a milder tone, iuaf if h^ recol 
iected the danger of, his 8]ibuati<H^ ''the gentlemen if Im name 
and lineage were not apt to be iitfonners; when, tbey dwelt in 
the land of their birth." ... 

" Neither is their desceniant But let this be the last o^ ouf 
interviews, until we can meet as friends, or, as enemicis should, 
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where we may difiouss these topics at the points of our 
ireapoQs." 

*^ Amen,^ said the stranger, seizing the hand of the young 
man, and pressing it with the warmth of a generous emulation : 
**' that hour may not be far distant,, and may God smile only on 
the just cause r 

Without, littering n;H»re, he drew the folds of his dress more 
closely around his Iprm, iind .walked so swiftly away that Lionel, 
had he possessed the in<^lination, could not have found an oppor- 
tunity to arrest his, progress. As all expectation of OTertakiug 
Seth was now los^ ^e yonng soldier returned slowly and 
thoughtfully towards his quarters. . 
. The. two ot three succeeding days wer^ distinguished by an 
appearance of. more than nsuid preparation among the troops, 
and it became known^ that officers of r^nk had closely recon- 
noitered the grounds of the opposite peninsnla.^ Lionel pa- 
tiently awaited the progress otf evenjts; bat as the probability 
of active service jnoreiuaedj his wisj^es >to make imother effort to 
probe the s^ret of the. tenant •. of ^e. warehouse rgviyed, and 
he took his wiiy t<^4rds the Pock Square, with tl^at object, on 
the night of the igoiirtb day &:oipa,the, pecedii^g interview with 
the. stranger* Jt ifai^. long after the tattoo had laid the town in 
that deep quiet M^hich/ollours the bustle ;of a garrison ; and, as 
he passed: along, he. saw none but the sentinels pacing their 
short limits,, or sA occasional officer, returning at that -late hour 
from his revels' ot his jduty» Th.^inndo(ws of the warehouse 
weredark, and its inhabitants, if any iit had^ were wrapped in 
deep i deep. Bestiiess , and •excited^ lionel pursued, his walk 
through the mxtQW and gloomy streets of the North-End, until 
he unexpecte<^y fOin^d hiniself issuing upon the opei^ space 
that is tenanted by the dead, on Gopp's Hill. On this emi- 
nence the English general had caused, a battery of heavy can- 
non to be raised, and Lionel, unwilling to encounter the chal- 
lenge of the sentinels, incliuing a little to one side,:proceeded 
to the brow of the hill, and, seating himself on a 49tone, -began 
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to muse deeply on his own fortunes, and "the situation of tke 
country. 

The night was obscure, but the thin vapon which appeared 
to overhang the place opened at times, when a £fdnt stariight 
fell from the heavens, and rendered the black hulls of the ves- 
sels of war, that lay moored before the town, and the faint out- 
lines of the opposite shores, dimly visible. The stillness of 
midnight rested on the scene, and when the loud calls of ^ All's 
well ^ ascended horn the ships and batteries, the momentary 
cry was succeeded by a quiet as deep as if the universe slum- 
bered under this assurance of safety. At such an instant, when 
even the light breathings of the night air were audible, the 
sound of rifling waters, like that occasioned by raising a 
paddle with extreme caution, was borne to the ear ci ihe young 
soldier. He listened intently, and then, bending his eyes in 
the direction of the £unt sounds, he saw a small canoe gliding 
along the surfEice of the water, and soon shoot upon the grav- 
elly shore, at the foot of the hill, with a motion so easy ana 
uniform as scarcely to curl a wave on the land. Curious to 
know who could be moving about the harbor at this hour, in 
such a secret manner, Lionel was in the act of rising to de- 
scend, when he saw the dim figure of a man land from the 
boat, and climb the hill, directly in a line with his own posi- 
tion. Suppressing even the sounds of his breath, and drawing 
his body back within the deep shadow cast from a point of the 
hill, a little above him, Lionel waited until the figure had ap- 
proached within ten feet of him, when it stopped, and ap- 
peared, like himselj^ to be endeavoring to suppress all other 
sounds and feelings in the absorbing act of deep attenti(H). 
The young eoldier loosened his sword in its sheath, before he 
said — 

^ We have chosen a private spot, and a secret hour, sir, for 
our meditations P 

Had the figure possessed the* impalpable nature of an imma- 
terial being, it could not have received this remark, so atartling 
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(from its Buddenness, with greater apathy than did the man to 
whom it was addressed. He turned slowly towards the speaker, 
and seemed to' look at him earnestly, before he answered, 'in a 
ioWy menacing voice — 

^ There's a granny on the hill, with a gun and baggonct, 
walking among the cannon, and if he hears people talking 
down here, he'll .make them prisoners, though one cf then> 
should be Major Lincoln." 

*^ Ha ! Job," said Lionel ; ^ and is it you I meet prowling 
about like a thief at night ? On what errand of mischief hare 
you been sent this time f" 

" If Job's a thief for coming to see ihe graves on Copp's," re- 
turned the lad, sullenly, " there's two of them." 

" Well answered, boy I" said^Lionel, with a smile. " But I 
repeat) on what errand have you returned to the town at this 
unseasonable and suspicious hour T 

^ Job loves to come up among the graves before the cocks 
crow ; they say the dead walk when living men sleep." 

^ And would you hold communion with the dead, then ?" 

*' "lis mifvl to ask them many questions, and such as you do 
put should be made in the Holy Name," returned the lad, in a 
tone so solemn, that^ connected with the place and the scene, it 
caused the blood of Lionel to thrill. " But Job loves to be near 
them, to use him to the damps,' ag'in the time he shall be called 
to walk himself in a sheet at midnight." 

" Hush I" said lionel. " What noise is that ?" 

Job stood a moment^ listening as intently as his companion, 
before he answered — 

^ There's no noise but the moaning of the wind in the bay, 
or the sea tumbling on the beaches of the islands." 

" 'Tis neither," said Lionel : " I heard the low hum of a hun- 
dred voices, or my ears have played me falsely." 

"^ May be the spirits speak to each other," said the lad : ^ they 

lay their voices are like the rushing winds." 

Lionel passed his hand across his brow, and endeavored tc 
43 
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recover the tone of bia jnind, which had been strangely disor* 
dered bj the solemn manner of his companion, and walked 
slowly from the spot, closely attended by the silent changeling. 
He did not stop until he had reached the inner an^e of the wall 
that inclosed the field of the dead, when he paused, and, leaning 
on the fence, again listened intently. 

'^Boy, I know not how your silly conversafion may have 
warped my brain," he said, « but there are surely strange and 
unearthly sounds lingering about this place, to-night I By 
heavens 1 there is another rush of voices, as if the lur above 
the water were filled with living beings; and then^ again, I 
think I hear a noise as if heavy weights werefiilling to the 
earth." 

^ Ay," said Job, " 'tis the clods on the coffins : the dead are 
going into their graves ag'in, and 'tis time that we should leave 
them their own grounds." 

Lionel hesitated no longer, but he rather run than walked 
from the spot, with a secret horror that, at another moment, he 
would have blushed to acknowledge ; nor did he perceive that 
he was still attended by Job, until he had descended some dis- 
tance down Lynn-street Here he was addressed by his com- 
panion, in his usually quiet and unmeaning tones — 

^^ There's the house that the governor built, who went down 
into the sea for money I" he . said. "^ HJe was a poor boy once, 
like Job, and now they say his grandson is a great lord, and 
the king knighted the grand'ther too. It's, pretty much the 
same thing whether a man gets his money out of the sea or out 
of the earth ; the king will make him a knrd for it" 

^ You hold the favors of royalty cheap, feUow^" returned 
Lionel, glancing his eye carelessly at the ^Phipps' House,' as he 
passed : ^ you forget that I am to be some day one of your de- 
spised knights n* ' • . 

^ I know it," said Job ; '^ and yon come from America, too. 
It seems to me thai all thie poor boys:go from Ainerica tothe 
king to be groat lords, iand all the sons of the great lords oome 
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to America to bo made poor boya. Nab says Job is tho son of 
n great lord, too !" 

"Then Nab is as great a fool as her ctuld," said lioael; "but, 
boy, I would see your mother in the morning, and I expect you 
to let me know at what hour I may visit her." 

Job did not answer, and Lionel, on turning his head, per- 
ceived that he waa suddenly deserted by the changeling, who 
was already gliding bade towards hia &vorite haunt among the 
graves. Vexed at the wild humors of the lad, Lionel hastened 
to his quarters, and threw himself in his bed, though he heard 
the loud criea of " All's weU," again and again, before the strange 
phantasies, which continued to cross his mind, would permit 
him to obtain the reet he songlit. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

^ We are finer gentlemen, no doubt, than the plain ftrmera we are about to en- 
eounter. Our hats carry a smarter cock, our swords hang more gracefully by cur 
Mttif and we make an easier figure in a ball-room ; but let It be remembered, tfaftt 
tbe most finished maccaroni amongst us, would pass for an arrant clown at Pekin.^ 

LkMks vrom a rvrsBAN Offiobb, kto 

When the heavy sleep of morning fell upon his senses, visions 
of the past and future mingled with wild confusion in the dreams 
of the youthful soldier. The form of his father stood before 
him, as he had known it in his childhood, fisdr in the proportions 
and vigor of manhood, regarding him with those eyes of benig- 
nant, but melancholy affection, which characterized their ex 
pression after he had become the sole joy of his widowed parent. 
While his heart was warming at the sight, the figure melted 
away, and was succeeded by fantastic phantoms, which appeared 
to dance among the graves on Copp's, led along in those gam- 
bols, which partook of the ghastly horrors of the dead, by Job 
Pray, who glided among the tombs like a being of another 
world. Sudden and loiid thunder then burst upon them, and 
the shadows fled into their secret places, from whence he could 
see, ever and anon, some glassy eyes and spectral faces, peering 
out upon him, as if conscious of the power they possessed to 
chill the blood of the living. Bis visions now became painfully 
distinct, and his sleep was oppressed with their vividness, when 
his senses burst their unnatural bonds, and he awoke. The air 
of morning was breathing through his open curtains, and the 
light of day had already shed itself upon the dusky roo& of the 
town. Lionel arose from his bed, and had paced his chamber 
several times, in a vain effort to shake off the images that had 
haunted his slumbers, when the sounds which broke upon the 
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stillness of the air became too plain io be longer mistaken by a 
practised ear. 

^ Ha r' he muttered to himself^ ^ I have been dreaming but 
by halves : these are the sounds of no fancied tempest, but oan- 
non, speaking most plainly to the soldiet T 

He opened his window, and looked out upon the surrounding 
scene. The roar of artillery was now quick and heavy, and 
Donel bent his eyes about him to discover the cause of this un- 
usual occurrence. It had been the policy of Gage to await the 
arpval of his reinforcements before he struck a blow which was 
intended to be decisive ; and the Americans were well known to 
be too scantily supplied with the munitions of war, to waste a 
single charge of powder in any of the vain attacks of modem 
sieges. A knowledge of these facts gave an additional interest 
to the curiosity with which Major Lincoln endeavored to pene- 
trate the mystery of so singular a disturbance. Window after 
window in the adjacent buildings soon exhibited, like his own, 
its wondering and alarmed spectator. Here and there a half- 
dressed soldier, or a busy townsman, was seen hurrying along 
the silent streets, with steps that denoted the eagerness of his 
curiosity. Women began to rush wildly from their dwellings, 
and then, as the sounds broke on their ears with tenfold heavi- 
ness in the open air, they shrunk back into their habitations in 
pallid dismay. Lionel called to three or four of the men, as 
they hurried by ; but, turning their eyes wildly towards his 
window, they passed on without answering, as if the emergency 
were too pressing to admit of speech. Finding his repeated in- 
quiries fruitless, he hastily dressed himself and descended to the 
street As he left his own door, a half-dad artillerist hurried 
past him, adjusting his garments with one hand, and bearing in 
Uie other some of the lesser implements of the particular corps 
m wliich he served. 

^ What means the firing, sergeant^" demanded Lionel, *^ ano' 
whither do you hasten with those fusees f ' 

** The rebels, your honor, the rebels T returned the soldier 
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looking back to speak, wiUiout ceasing his speed ; '* and I go tc 
my guns 1" 

** Tte rebels P repeated Lionel : ** what can we have to fear 
from a mob of countrymen, in such a position ? That fellow has 
slept from his post^ and apprehensions for himself mingle with 
this zeal for his king I" 

The townft-people now began to pour from their dwellings in 
scores ; and Lionel imitated their example, and took his course 
towards thd adjacent height of Beacon HjIL He toiled his way 
up the steep ascent, in company with twenty more, without ejc- 
changing a syllable with men who appesired as much astonished 
as himself at this early interruption of their slumbefs^ and in a 
few minutes he stood oli a little grassy platform, surrounded by 
a hundred interested gazers. Tae sun had just lifted the thin 
veil of mist from the bosom: of the waters, and- the eye was per- 
mitted to range over a wide field beifeath the light vapor. 
Sevend vessels were moored in the channels of the Charles and 
Mystick, to oover the northern approaches to the place; and as 
he beheld the column of white smoke that ^as wreathing about 
the masts c^ a frigate among them, Lionel was no longer at a 
loss to comprehend whenoe the firing proceeded. While he 
was yet gazing^ uncertain of the reas<!>i» which demanded this 
show of war,- immense fields of smoke burst from th6 side of a 
ship of the line, who also- opened her -deep-knouthed cannon, 
and presently her- example waa^ followed hf several floating 
batteries, and lighter vesseld, until the wide amphitheatre of hills 
that ettcitded Boston was filled with the echoes of a hundred 
pieces of -artillery. ' • 

" What can it mean, sir ?" exclaimed a young officer of his 
>wn regiment, liddresi^ng Majcnr Lincioln : ^' the sailors are in 
downright earnest, and they sca}e their gims with shot, I know, 
by the rattling of the reports.** 

^ I can boast of a vision no better than your own," returned 
Lionel ; " for no enemy can I see. As the guns seem pointed at 
the opposite pe&insula, it is probable a party of the Americana 
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are atteinptiDg to destroy tlie grass which lies newly mown in 
the meadows." 

The young officer was in the act of assenting to this conjeo- 
tiire, when a yoice was heard above their heads, shouting^^ 

^ There goes a gun from Gopp^s I They ne^n't think to 
frighten the people with their rake-heliy noises ; let them Uaze 
awaytiU the dead, get out of their graves--^the Bay-men wiU 
keep the hill r . 

Every eye was immediately turned upward, and the wonder- 
ing and amused spectators discovered Job Pray, seated. in the 
grate of the beacon^ his countenance, usually so- vacant^ gleam- 
ing with exultatiqn, while he. continued waving his hat high in 
air, as gun after gun was added to the uproar of the cannonade. 

'^ How now, fellow r exclaimed Lionel: "what9ee.y<^, and 
where are the Bay-men of whoni you speak?" 

^ Where!" returned the simpleton, clapping hia hands with 
childish delight Why, whejre they pame at dark midnight, and 
where they'll stand at open noonday i . The Bay-'men can look 
into the windows <^ old Funnel at last \ and now let the reg'lars 
come, on, and they'll teach the gpdless murderers the law 1" 

lionel, a little irritated with the bold language of Job, called 
to him, in an angry voice— ^ 

^ Come down from that perch, fellow, and explain yourself or 
this grenadier shall lift you from, your 4seat, and transfer you 
to the post for a little of that wholesome corFection which you 
need." 

''You promised that the grannies should never flog Job 
ag'in," said the changeling, crouching down in the grate, whence 
he looked out at his threatened chastiser with a lowering and 
sullen eye ; "^ and Job agreed to run your aVnds, and not take 
•my of the king's crowns in pay." 

''€ome down, then, this instant, and I will remember the 
compact." 

Comforted by this assurance, which was made m a more 
friendly tone. Job threw himself carelessly from his iron seat^ 
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and dinging to the post, he slid swifUy to the earth, where 
Major Lincoln immediately arrested him by the aim, and de- 
manded — 

** Where are those Bay men, I once more ask ?" 
" There 1" repeated Job, pointing over &e low roofe of the 
town, in the direction of the opposite peninsula. " They dug 
their cellar on Breed^s, and now they are fixing the under- 
pinnin', and next you'll see what a raising they'll invite the 
people to P* 

The instant the spot was named, all th^se eyes, which had 
hitherto gazed at the vessels themselves, instead of searching 
for the object of their hostility, were turned on the green emi- 
nence which rose a little to the right of the village of Charles 
town, and every doubt was at once removed by the discovery 
The high, conical summit of Bunker Hill lay naked and unoc- 
cupied, as on the preceding day; but on the extremity of a 
more humble ridge, which extended within a short distance of 
the water, a low bank of earth had been thrown up, for pur- 
poses which no military eye coxdd mistake. This redoubt, small 
and inartificial as it was, coxmnanded by its position the whold 
of the inner harbor of Boston, and even endangered, in some 
measure, the occupants of the town itself. It was the sudden 
appearance of this magical mound, as the mists of the morning 
had dispersed, which roused the slumbering seamen ; and it had 
already become the target of all the guns of the shipping in the 
bay. Amazement at the temerity of their countrymen held the 
townsmen silent, while Major Lincoln, and the few officers who 
stood nigh him, saw, at a glance, that this step on the part of 
their adversaries would bring the affairs of the leaguer to an' 
instant crisis. In vain they turned their wondering looks * on 
the neighboring eminence, and around the different points of 
the peninsula, in quest of those places of support with which 
soldiers generally intrench their defences. The husbandmen 
opposed to them had seized upon the point best calculated to 
nnnoy their foes, without regard to the consequences ; and in f 
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few abort houra, favored by the mantle oi mghi, had thrown up 
their work with a dexterity tliat was only exceeded by their 
boldness* The truth flashed across the brain of Major Lincoln 
with liis first glance, and he felt his cheeks glow as he remem- 
bered the low and indistinct murmurs which the night air had 
wafted tp his ears, and those inexplicable fancies, which had 
even continued to haunt him till dispersed by truth and the 
light of day. Motioning to Job to follow, he lefib the hill with 
a hurried step ; and when they gained the comm<Hi, he turned 
and said, sternly, to his companion — 

*^ Fellow, you have been privy to this midnight work l" 

'* Job has enough to do in the di^, without laboring in iko 
night, when none but the dead are out of their places of rest,'' 
returned tbd lad, with a look of mental imbedJity which imme- 
diately disanned the resentment of the other. 

Lionel smiled as he again r^nembered his own weakness, 
and repeated to himself — 

'* The dead I ay, these are the works of the living ; and bold 
men are ibey who have dared to do tlie deed. But tell roe, 
Job — for 'tis in vain to attempt deceiving me any longer-*— what 
number of Americans did you leave on the hill, when you 
crossed the Charles to visit the graves on Copp's, the past 
night r 

>^Both hills were crowded,'' returned the other; '^ Breed's 
with the people, and Oopp's with the ghosts : Job believes the 
dead rose to see their children digging so nigh diem I" 

^ Tis probable,'' said Lionel, who believed it wisest to hiunor 
the wild oonoeits of the lad, in order to disarm his cun- 
ning; ''but, though the dead aix> invisible, the living maybe 
coimied." 

^ Job did count five hundred men, marching over the nose of 
Bunker^ by starlight, with their picks and spades ; and then he 
stepped, for he forgot whether seven or eight hundred came 
next" 

^ And after you ceased to count, did many others pass f 
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** The Bay colony isn't so poorly off for men, that it can*l 
muster ia thousand aba raising.'' 

" But you had a master workman on tihe occa^on : was it the 
wolf-hunter of Connecticut ?" 

^ There is no odoasion to go from the paroviiice' to find a 
workman to lay out a cellar! Diekey Oridley is « Boston 

^ Ah I he is' the chief I We can have nothing to. fear, then, 
since the Comvecticut woodsman is not si their heiul r*' 

"Do you think old Prescott^ of Pepperel, wiB quit tfie hill 
while he haa a kernel of powder to bum f No, no, ACiijor Lin- 
odln, Ralph himself ain't a stouter warrior ; ' and y<»i can't light- 
en Ralph P 

^ But if they fire iheir cannoii often j their trmiaS stock of am- 
munition will be soon consumed, and theft they must tm^Toid- 
ably run." ^ ^ \ 

Job laughed tauntingly, and with an appeaiiance' of'high 
sccHrh, before he vansfwered-*— 

^ Yes^ if the Bay-men were aa dumb aa the Hd^ tro<^ and 
used such l»g guns I But ihe camxm of the ooldny: want but 
little brimstone, and there's but a 'few of thein. * Lei the rake- 
hellies go up to Breed'»-^the people will teach them the law !" ' 

Lionel had now obtained all he expected to learn from the 
simpleton concerning the force and condition of the Americans; 
and as the inonients were too precious to be wasted- in, vain di^ 
course, he bid the lad repair to his quarters that night, and left 
him. On entering bis own lodgings, Majcv Lincoln shui him 
self up in his private apartment, and passed several hoars in 
wridng, and examining important papers. One letter, in par* 
ticular, was written, read, torn, and re-written, five or six times, 
until at length he placed his seal, and directed the! iinportan 
paper with a sort of carelessness that denoted his patience was 
3xhausted by repeated trials. These documents were intrusted 
to Meriton, with orders to deliver them to their several ad- 
dresses, unless countermanded before the following day; and 
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Ihe young nuin liastily swallowed a late and light breakfiut 
While ahut up in his closet, Lionel had several times thrown 
aside his pen to listen, as the hum of the plaoe penetrated to 
his retirement, and announced the excitement and bustle whicli 
pervaded the streets of the town. Haying at length. completed 
the task he had assigned himself, he caught up his hat^ and took 
his way, with hasty steps, into the centre of the place. 
. Cannon were rattling over the rough pavements, followed by 
ammunition-wagons, and officers and men of the artillery wero 
seen in swift pursuit of their pieces. Aide-de^iamps were riding 
furiously through the sti^ets, chafged with important mes- 
sages ; and here and there an <^cer might be seen issuing 
from his qaatters, with a countenance in which manly pride 
struggled powerfully widi inwaid dejection, as he tought the 
last glance of anguish^ which followed his retiring form, from 
eyes that had been used to me^t his own with lookb of cotifi- 
dence and love* There was^ however, but little time to dwell 
on these flitting glimpses of domestic. woe, amid the general 
bustle and glitter of the scene. Now and then the strains of 
martial music broke up through the windings of the crooked 
avenues, and detachments of the troops wheeled by, on their 
way to the appointed place of embarkation. While libnel 
stood a moment at the comer of li street, admiring the finn 
movement of « body of grenadiers, his !eye fell on the! powerful 
frame and rigid features of M^Fuse, marching at the head ot 
his company with that gravity which regarded the accuracy of 
the step amongst the most important incidents of life. At a 
short distance from him waa Job Pray, timing his paces to the 
tread of the soldiers, and regarding; tibe gallant show with 
stupid admiration, while his ear uneonsciously drank the in- 
spriting music of their band. As this fine body of men pamed 
on, it was inmiediately succeeded by a battalion, in which Lio- 
nel instantly recognized the facings (si his own reginietit The 
warm-hearted Polwarth led his forward files, and, waving hit 
hand, he cried — 

10 
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** Qod bless jqxXj Leo ! God blesa you I ire shall make a &h 
Btand^np fight of this ; there is an end of all stag-hunting." 

The notes of the horns rose above his voice, and lionel 
Qould do no more than return his cordial salute; when, re- 
called to his purpose by the sight of his comrades, he turned 
and pursued his way to the quarters of the commander-in- 
chief. 

The gate of Province House was thronged with military 
men ; some waiting for admittance, and others entering and do- 
parting with the air of those who were charged with the execu- 
tion, of matters of the deepest moment The name of M&yx 
Lincoln was hardly announced before an aid appeared to con- 
duct him into the presence of the governor,, with a politeneaii 
and haste that several gentlemen, who had been in waiting for 
hours, deemed in a trifling degree unjust, 

Lionel, however, having Htde to do with murmurs which he 
did not hear, followed his conductor, and was immediately ush- 
ered into the apartment, where a council of war had just closed 
its dehberations. On the threshold of its door he. was comr 
polled to give way to an officer, who was departing in haste, 
and whose powerful frame seemed bent a little in the intensity 
of thought, as his dark, military countenance lighted for an in- 
stant with the salutation he returned to the low bow of the 
young soldier. Around this chief a group of younger mien im-. 
mediately clustered, and as they departed in company, Lionel 
was enabled to gather, from their conversation, that they took 
their wi^ lEbr the field of battle. The room was filled with offi- 
cers of high rank; though here and there was to be seen a man 
in civil attire, whose disappointed and bitter looks announced 
him to be one of those mandamus counsellors whose evU ad- 
vice had hastened the mischief their wisdom could never repair 
From out a small circle of these mortified civilians, the unpre- 
tending person of Oage advanced to meet Lionel, forming a 
marked contrast, by the simplicity of its dress, to the military 
splendor that was glittering around him. 
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** In what can I oblige Major Lincoln ?^ lie said, taking the 
jroung man by the hand cordially, as if glad to get rid of the 
troublesome counsellors he had so unceremoniously quitted. 

" * Wolfe's own' has just passed me, on its way to the boats, 
and I have ventured to intrude on your excellency to inquire if 
it were not time its major had resumed his duty." 

A abade of thought was seated for a moment on the placid 
features of the general, and he then answered, with a friendly 
smile — 

" Twill be no more than an affair of outposts, and must be 
quickly ended. But should I grant the request of every brave 
young man whose spirit is up to-day, it might cost his majes- 
ty's service the life of some officer that would make the pur- 
chase of the pile of earth too dear." 

^ But may I not be permitted to say, that the family of Lin* 
coin is of the province, and its example should not be lost on 
such an occasion ?" 

" The loyalty of the colonies is too well represented here to 
need the sacrifice," said Gage, glancing his eyes carelessly at the 
expecting group behind him. ** My council have decided on 
the officers to be employed, and I regret that Major Lincoln's 
name was omitted, since I know it will give him pain ; but 
valuable lives are not to be lightly and unnecessarily exposed." 

Lionel bowed in submission ; and, after communicating the 
little he had gathered from Job Pray, he turned away, and found 
himself near another officer of high rank, who smiled as he ob- 
served his disappointed countenance, and, taking him by the 
arm, led him from the room, with a freedom suited to his fine 
Qgure and easy air. 

" Then, Kke myself, Lincoln, you- are not to battle for the 
king to-day," he said, on gaining the ante-chamber. " Howe 
has the luck of the occasion, if there can be luck in so vulgar 
an affair. But aliens ; accompany me to Gopp's, as a spectator^ 
rince they deny us parts in the drama ; and perhaps we may 
pick up materials for a pasquinade, though not for an epic." 
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" Pardon me, General Burgoyne," said Lionel, " if I view the 
matter with more serious eyes than yourself." . 

"Ah ! I had forgot that you were a foDower of Percy in the 
hunt of Lexington 1" interrupted the oth^ ; " we will call it a 
tragedy, then, if it better suits your humor. For myself, Lin- 
coln, I weary of these crooked streets and gloomy houses, and, 
having some taste for the poetry of nature, would have long 
since looked out upon the deserted fields of these husbandmen^ 
had the authority, as well as the inclination, rested with me. 
But Clinton is joining us ; he, too, is for Cqj^^s, where we can 
all take a lesson in arms, by studying the ma.nner in which 
Howe wields his battalions.'' 

A soldier of middle age now joined them, whose stout frame, 
while it wanted the grace and ease of the gentleman who still 
held Lionel by the arm, bore a martial character to which the 
look of the quiet and domestic Gage was a stranger ; and, fol- 
lowed by their several attendants, the whole party immediately 
left the government-house to take their destined position on the 
eminence so often mentioned. 

. As they entered tlie street^ Burgoyne relinquished the arm of 
his companion, and moved with becoming dignity by the side 
of his brother general Lionel gladly availed himself of this 
alteration, to withdraw a little from the group, whoee steps he 
followed at such a distance as permitted him to observe those 
exhibitions of feeling, on the part of the inhabitants, which the 
pride of the others induced them i/o overlook. Pallid and anx- 
ious female faces were gleaming out upon them from every 
window, while the roofs of the houses, and the steeples of the 
churches, were beginning to throng with niore daring, and 
equally interested spectators. The drums no longer rolled along 
the narrow streets, though, occasionally, the shrill strain of a 
fife was heard from the water, announcing the movements of the 
troops to the opposite peninsula. Over all was heard the inces- 
sant roaring of the artillery, which, untired, had not ceased to 
rumble in the air since the appearance of light, until the ear, 
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accustomed to its presence, had learnt to distinguish the lessei 
sounds we have recorded. 

As the paiiy descended into the lower passages of the town, 
it appeared deserted by every thing having life ; the open win- 
dows and neglected doors betraying the urgency of the feelings 
which had called the population to situations more favorable 
for observing the appiroaching contest This appearance of. in- 
tense cnriosily excited the sympathies of even the old and prac- 
tised solditfs ; and, quickening their paces, the whole Soon rose 
from andong the gloomy edifices to the open and unobstructed 
view fiom the hilL 

The whole scene now lay before them. Nearly in their front 
was the village of Oharlestown, with its deserted streets, and 
silent roofe, looking Hke a place of the dead ; or, if the signs of 
life were visible within its open avenues, 'twas merely some 
figure moving swiftly in the solitude, like one who hastened to 
quit the devoted spdL On the opposite point of the south- 
eastern &ce of the peninsula, and at the distance of a thousand 
yards, the ground was already covered by masses of human 
beings in scarlet, with thdr arms glittering in a noonday sun. 
Between the two, though in the more iiUmediate vicinity of the 
silent town, the rounded ridge already described rose abruptly 
from a flat that was bounded by the vrater, until, having attained 
an elevation of some fifty or sixty feet, it swelled gradually to 
the little orest, where was planted the humble object that had 
occaaoned all this commotion* The meadows on the right 
were still peacefril and smiling, as in the most quiet days of the 
province, though the excited £Ein6y of lioiiel imagined that a 
sullen stillness lingered about the neglected kilns in their front, 
and over the whole landscape, that was in gloomy consonance 
with the approaching scene. Far on the lef^ across the waters 
of the Charles, the Ainerfcan camp had poured fortih ^ thou* 
sands to the hills; and the whole population of the country, for 
many miles inlai^ had gathered to a point, to witness a straggle 
eharged with the fiite of their nation. Beacon Hill roise fro» 
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out the appailiug silenoe of the town of Boston, like a pyramid 
of liviDg faces, with every eye fixed on the fatal. point; and 
men hung along the yards of the shipping, or were suspended 
on cornices, cupolas, and steeples, in thoughtless security, while 
every other sense was lost in the absorbing interest of the sight 
The vessels of war had hauled deep into the rivers, or, more 
properly, those narrow arms of the sea which foiined the penin- 
sula, and sent their iron missiles with unwearied industry across 
the low passage which alone opened the means of communica- 
tion between the self-devoted yeomen on the hill, and their dis- 
tant countrymen. While battalion landed after battaHon on 
the point, cannon-balls from the battery of Copp*s and the 
vessels of war were glancing up the natural glacis that sur- 
rounded the redoubt, burying themselves in its earthen parapet, 
or plunging with violence into the deserted sides of the loftier 
height which lay a few hundred yards in its rear ; and the 
black and smoking bombs appeared to hover above the spot, 
as if pausing to select the places in which to plant their deadly 
combustibles. 

Notwithstanding these appalling preparations and ceaseless 
annoyances, throughout that long and anxious morning, the 
stout husbandmen on the hill had never ceased their steady 
efforts to maintain, to the uttermost extremity, the post they 
had so daringly assumed. In vain the English exhausted every 
means to disturb their stubborn foes ; the pick, the shovel, and 
the spade, continued to perform their offices ; and mound rose 
after mound, amidst the din and danger of the cannonade, 
steadily, and as well as if the fanciful conceits of Job Pray 
embraced their real objects, and the laborers were employed in 
the peaceful pursuits of their ordinary lives. This firmness, 
however, was not like the proud front which high training can 
impart to the most common mind ; for, ignorant of the glare 
of military show; in the simple and rude vestments of tibeii 
calling ; anned with such weapons as they had seized from the 
hooks above their own mantels ; and without even a banner to 
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wave its cheenng folds above their heads, they stood, sustained 
only by the righteousness of their cause, and those deep moral 
principles which they had received from their fathers, and 
which they intended this day should show were to be transmit- 
ted untarnished to their children. It was afterwards known 
that they endured their labors and their dangers even in want 
of that sustenance which is so essential to support animal spirits 
in moments of calmness and ease ; while their enemies, on the 
point, awaiting the arrival of their latest bands, were securely 
devouring a meal, which to hundreds amongst them proved to 
be their last The fetal instant now seemed approaching. A 
general movement was seen among the battalions of the British, 
who began to spread along the shore, under cover of the farow 
of the hUl — ^the lingering boats having arrived with the rear 
of their detachments — and officers hurried from re^ment to 
regiment with the final mandates d their chief. At this mo- 
ment a body of Americans appeared on the crown of Bunker 
Hill) and descending swiftly by the road, disappeiared in the 
meadows to the left of their own redoubt Hus band was 
followed by others, who, like thiemitelyes, had broken through 
the dangers of the narrow pass, by braving the fire of the ship- 
ping, and who also hurried to join their comrades on the low- 
land. The British general determined at once to anticipate 
the arrival of further reinforcements, and gave forth the long- 
expected order to prepare for the sitack.. 
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CnAPTER XVI. 

■ Th Impertom Briton,- on the weD-foogbt groftnd, 
No etoM tor J07, or wanton triamph, found ; 
Bnt Bftw, with grief, their dreame of conquest vain, 
Fait tho deep woonda^ and moorn'd their vetVtna ilaln.** 

HUMPHKBTIb 

The Americans had made a show, in the ooorse of that 
fearfiil morning, of returning the fire of their enemies, by 
throwing a few shot from their light field*>piece8, as if in modr- 
eryof the tremendous cannonade which they sustained. But 
as the moment of severest triid' approached, the same awful 
stillness which had settled upo^ the deserted streets of Charles- 
town hovered arotmd the redoubt On the meadows; to its 
left^ the reeeutiy arrived bands hastily threw the rals of two 
fences mto one; and, covering the whole with the mown grass 
that stUTOUnded them, ihey posted tbemeelves along the frafl 
defence, which an9wered no better purpose than to conceal their 
weakness from their adversaries. Behind this characteristic 
rampart, several bodies of husbakidmen, from the neighboring 
provinces of New Hampshire and Connecticut, lay on their 
arms, in sullen expectation. Their line extended from the shore 
to the base of the ridge, where it terminated several hundred 
'eet behind the works ; leaving a wide opening, in a diagonal . 
direction, between the fence and an earthen breastwork, which 
ran a short distance down the declivity of the hill, from the 
northeastern angle of the redoubt A few hundred yards in the 
rear of this rude disposition, the naked crest of Bunker Hill 
rose, unoccupied and undefended ; and the streams ci the Charles 
and Mystic, sweeping around its base, approached so near each 
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Other as to blend the sounds of their ripf^g. It was across 
this low and naicow isthmus that the royal frigates pouoed a 
stream of fire that never ceased^ while around it hovered the 
numerous |>arties. of the undisciplined Amerioans, hesitating to 
attempt the dangerous passage. 

In this manner Gage had, in a great degreci, surrounded the 
devoted peninsula with his power ; and th^ bold inen, who had 
so daringly planted themsdves under ihe muzdeis of his cannon, 
were left, as already stated, unsupported, without nourishment, 
and with weapons from their own gun-hooks, singly to maintain 
the honor of their nation. Including men of all ages and con- 
ditions, there mjght have been two thousand- of them ; but, as 
the day advanced, small bodies of iheit cQuntr3naien, taking 
counsel of their feelings, and animated by the example of the 
old partisan of the woods, who crossed and recrossed the neck, 
loudly scoffing at the danger, broke through the fife of the 
shipping in time to join in the closing and bloody business of 
the hour. 

Qn the other hand, Howe led more than an ^qual number of 
the chosen troops of. his prince ; and as boats continued' to ply 
between, the two peninsulas throughout the afternoon, the rela- 
tive disparity continued undionnished to the end of the* strug- 
gle. It was at this point iii our narralive that, deeming himself 
sufficiently strong to fi»t» the defences of his despised foes, the 
arrangements immiediately preparatory toJaiich a^ imdertaking 
were made in fiill view, of thie excited spectators. Nottrith- 
standing the security with .whidi the English ^general mar- 
shalled his ynxnoKy he felt that the approaching contest would 
be & battle of no common incidents. The eyes <^ tens of thou* 
sands were &stened on his movements, and the occasion de< 
manded the richest diq»lay of the pageantry of war. 

The troops fimned with beautifol accuhu^, jand the eolunma 
moved steadily along the shore, and took their assigned stations 
under cover of the brow of the eminence. Their force was io 
some measure divided ; one moiety attempting th() toilsome as 
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cent of the hill, and the oUier moving along the beach, or in 
the orchards of the more level ground, towards the husbandmen 
on ihe meadows. The latter soon disappeared behind some 
fruit*trees and the brick-kilns just mentioned. The advance of 
the royal columns up the ascent was slow and measured, giving 
time to. their field-guns to add their efforts to the uproar of the can- 
nonade, which broke out with new fury as the battalions prepared 
to march. When each column arrived at the allotted point, it 
spread the gallant array of its glittering warriors under a bright 
sun. 

^ It is a glorious spectacle !" murmured ihe graceful chieftaiii 
by the side of Lionel, keenly alive to all the poetry of his al- 
luring profession. ^^How exceeding soldier-like I and with 
what accuracy his * first-arm ascends the hill,' towards his 
enemy P 

The intensity of his feelings prevented Major Lincoln from 
replying, and the other soon forgot that he had spoken, in the 
overwhelming anxiety of the moment. The advance of the 
British line, so beautiful and slow, resembled rather the ordered 
steadiness of a drill, than an approach to a deadly struggle. 
Their standards fluttered proudly above them ; and there were 
moments when the wild music of their bands was heard rising 
on the air, and tempering the ruder sounds of the artillery. 
The young and thoughtless in their ranks turned their fiEtces 
backward, and smiled exultingly, as they beheld steeples^ roo&, 
masts, and heights, teeming with their thousands of eyes, bent 
on the show of their bright array. As the British lines moved 
in open view of the little redoubt, and began slowly to gather 
around its different faces, gun after gun became silent, and the 
curious artillerist, or tired seaman, hiy extended on his heated 
piece, gazing in mute wonder at the spectacle. There was just 
then a minute when the roar of the cannonade seemed passing 
%way like the rumbling of distant thunder. 

" They will not fight, lincoln," said the animated leader at 
the side of Lionel : ^^ the military front of Howe has chilled 
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Ihe hearts of the knaves, and our victory will be blood- 
less !" 

** We shall see, sir — ^we shall see !" 

These words were barely uttered, when platoon after platoon, 
among the British, delivered its fire, the blase of musketry 
flashing swifUy around the brow of the hill, and was immedi- 
ately followed by heavy voUeys that ascended from the orchard. 
Bdll no answering sound was heard from the Americans, 
and the royal troops were soon lost to the eye, as they slowly 
marched into the white cloud which their own fire had alone 
created. 

** They are cowed, by heavens— the dogs are cowed I" once 
more cried the gay companion of Lionel, ** and Howe is within 
two hundred feet of them, unharmed P 

At that instant a ^eet of flame glanced through ihe smoke, 
like lightning playing in a cloud, while at one report a thousand 
muskets were added to the uproar. It was not altogether fancy 
which led Lionel to imagine that he saw the smoky canopy of 
the hill to wave, as if the trained warriors it enveloped Altered 
before this close and appalling discharge ; but, in another in- 
stant, the stimulating war-cry, and the loud shouts of the com- 
batants, were borne across the strait to his ears, even amid the 
horrid din of the combat. Ten breathless minutes flew by like 
a moment of time, and the bewildered spectators on Copp's 
were still gazing intently on the scene, when a voice was raised 
among them, shouting — 

" Hurrah I let the rake-hellies go up to Breed's — ^the people 
will teach 'em the law !** 

" Throw the rebel scoundrel from the hill I Blow him from 
the muzzle of a gun I** cried twenty soldiers in a breath. 

"HoldP exclaimed Lionel: "'tis a simpleton, an idiot, a fool I" 

But the angry and savage murmurs as quickly subsided, and 
were lost in other feelings, as the bright-red lines of the royal 
troops were seen issuing from the smoke, waving and recoiling 
before the still vivid fire of their enemies. 
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^ Ha I" said Burgoyne ; "' 'tis some feint to draw the rebdli 
from their hold l** 

" 'Tis a palpable and disgraoeful. retreat I** mistered the stem 
warrior nigh him, whoee truer eje deiteotM. at a glanoe the dia- 
comfitnre of the hssailanta.: ^Tis an6tlie^:h»<le Retreat before 
Uierebelsr j 

"^ Hurrah P shouted the reckless ohangeHi^: dgnn } *^ there 
come the regulars out (^ ih^ mrdsalti^ too 1 See the grannies 
skulking behind the kilns 1 Let them go on: to Breed's — ^the 
people! will teadh 'em the law r 

No cry of vengeance preceded the act this time, but fifty of 
the soldiery rushed, as by a oommoti impulse, on ihdi^ prey. 
Lionel had not time to utter a word of 7emon8tranee,.b^ore Job 
appeared in the air, borne on the uplifted arms of a dOsen men, 
and at the next instant he waa lieeti rolUi^ down the ateep.de- 
clivily, with a Telocity that (^unMl him* to the wateii'js' edge. 
Springing to his feet, the undaunted ^h^i^Ung onoe Inore 
waved his hat in triumph, and sboiit^ fcfrth again Jiib offensive 
challenge. Then turning, he launch<ed his cimoe from its 
hiding-place among the adjacent Imnber^ amid' a shower of 
stones, and glided acroda the sti^t; his little bto^k. escaping un- 
noticed: in the. crowd of boats ihat wer^. rowing in all direo^ 
tions. But his progress was watch^ by the uneasy eye of 
Lionel, who saw him land and dist^pear, with hasty stops, in 
the silent streets of the town. 

While this trifling by-play was enacting, ihe great drama of 
the day was not at a stand. The smoky veil, .which dung 
around the brow of the eminence, wa$ lifted by the. air, aind 
sailed heavily a^ay to the sotithWestj lea^Sng the! soene of the 
bloody akruggle again open to the view. ' .'Licmel !wit]!ies8ed the 
grave and meaning glances which the two li^ut^itlits of the 
king exchanged iaa they simultaneously turned their gliijsses 
from the fatal spot, and, taking the cme proffered by Burgoyne, 
he read iSieir explanation in th6 numbers of the dead that lay 
profusely scattered in front of the redoubt. At this instant, ab 
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officer from the. field held m earnest ocHmnunicatiou with the 
two leaders ; when,, having delivered his orders^ he hastened 
back ta,hb boat, like one who felt himaelf employed in matters 
of life and death. 

^ It shall be done, sir," repeated Clinton, as the other depart- 
ed, ius own honest brow sternly knit under high martial, exqite- 
meot ^The artill^-hATe their ord^i's^ and the w.^rk will be 
aeoomplished without delay.'* 

^ This, Major Lincob," cried hiis more sophistjicated compan- 
ion, ^' this is one of the trying duties of the soldier I To fight, 
to bleedy or eren to: die, for his prince, is his happy privilege ; 
but it is sometimes his^ mtfortunate lot to become .the instrumeot 
of vengeaoce." 

Lionel waited but a moment for an explanation : the flaming 
balls were soon seen taking thehr wide darcaii in the -air, imd 
carrying their desolation among the close and inflammable 
roo& of the opposite iown. In a veiy few minute^ h dense, 
black smoke arose from the deserted buildings, and forked 
flames played actively along die heated shingles, as though 
rioting in their uimiolested possession of the {^iace. He i^giEtrd- 
ed the gathering destruction in painful silence ;. and, on bend- 
ing his. looks towards his oompanions^ he fiincied, notwithstand- 
ing the language of the others that he read the deepest regret 
in the averted eye of him who had so unhesitatingly uttered 
the fetal mandate to destroy. 

In scenes like these we are attempting to describe, hours ap- 
pear to be minutei^ and time flies as imperceptibly as life slides 
from beneath the feet of age. The disordered ranks of the 
British. had been anoested. at the base of the hill, and wore 
again forming under ihe eyes. of their leaders, with admirable 
diisKsipline, and extraordinary care. Freeb battalion^, firom Bos- 
ton, marched with high military pride -into the line^ and every 
thing betokened that a second assault was at hand. When the 
moment of stupid amazement which succeeded the retreat of 
the royal tnx^ had passed, the troops and batteries poiu^ out 
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Uieir wrath with tenfold fuiy on their enemies. Shot were in 
ceesantly glandng up the gentle accliTity^madljploughing acroei 
its grassy sur&oe, while black and tiireatening shells appeared 
to hover above the work, like the monsters of the «r,. about tu 
stoop upon their prey. 

Still all lay quiet and immovable within the low mounds Oa 
earth, as if none there had a stake in the issue of the bloody 
day. For a few moments only, the tall figure of an aged man 
was seen slowly moving along the summit of the rampart^ 
calmly regarding the dispositions of the English general ia the 
more distant part of his Hue, and after exchanging a few words 
with a gentleman, who joined him in his dangerous lookout, 
they disappeared together behind the grassy banks. Lionel 
soon detected the name of Prescott df Pepperel, passing through 
the crowd in low murmurs, and his glass did not deceive him 
when he thought, in the smaller of the two, he had himself 
descried the graceful person of the unknown leader of the 
" caucus." 

All eyes were now watching the advance of the battalions, 
which once more drew nigh the point of ocniteBt. The heads 
of the columns were already in view of their enemies, when a 
man was seen swiftly ascending the hill from the burning town: 
he paused amid the peril, on the natural glacis, and swung his 
hat triumphantly, and Lionel even fancied he heard the exult- 
ing cry, as he recognized the ungainly form ci the simpleton, 
before it plunged into the work. 

The right of the British once more disappeared in the or- 
chard, and the columns in front of the redoubt again opened 
with all the imposing exactness of their high discipline. Their 
arms were already glittering in a line with the green fiices of the 
mound, and Lionel heard the experienced warrior at his nd« 
murmuring to himself — 

"' Let him hold his fire, and he will go in at the point of the 
bayonet I" 

But the trial was too great for even the practised courage of 
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llio rojal troops. Volley sucoeeded volley, and in a few mo- 
ments they had again curtained their ranks behind the misty 
skreen produced by their own fire. Then eame the terrible 
fiash from the redoubt, and the eddying volumes fix>m the ad- 
verse hosts rolled into one cloud, enveloping the combatants in 
its folds, as if to conceal their bloody work from the spectators. 
Twenty times, in the short space of as many minutes, Major 
Lino^ fsmcied he heard the incessant roll of the American 
musketry die away before the heavy and regular volleys of die 
troops ; and then he thought the sounds of the latter grew more 
faint, and were given at longer intervals. 

The result, however, was soon known. The heavy bank of 
smoke, which now even clung along the ground, was broken in 
fifiy jplaces ; and the disoirdered masses of the British were seen 
driven before their deliberate foes in wild confusion. The flash- 
ing swords of the officers in vain attempted to arrest the torrent^ 
nor did the flight cease, with many of the regiments, until they 
had even reached their boats. At this moment a hum was 
heard in Boston, like the sudden rush of wind, and men gazed 
in each other's faces with undisguised amazement. Here and 
there a low sound of exultation escaped some unguarded lip, 
and many an eye gleamed with a triumph that could no longer 
be suppressed. Until this moment the feelings of Lionel had 
vacillated between the pride of country and his military spirit; 
but, losing all other feelings in the latter sensation, he now 
looked fiercely about him, as if he would seek the man who 
dare exult in the repulse of his comrades. The poetic chieftain 
was still at his side, biting his nether lip in vexation ; but his 
more tried companion had suddenly disappeared. Another 
quick glance fell upon his missing form in the act of entering a 
boat at the foot of the hill. Quicker than thought Lionel was 
6n the shore, crying, as he flew to the water's edge— 

^ Hold I for God's sake, hold I Remember the 47th is m the 
field, and that I am its major !" 

''Receive him," said Clinton, with that grim isatisfaotion with 
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whicli men acknowledge a valued fiiend in moments of great 
trial ; ^ and then row for your lives, or, what is of more yalue, 
for the honor of the British name*'^ 

The brain of Lionel wlurled as the boat shot along its watery 
bed, but before it had gained the middle of the stream he had 
time to consider the whole of the appalling scene. The fire 
had spread from house to house, and the whole village of 
Charlestown, with its four hundred buildings,, was just bursting 
into flames. The air seemed filled with whistling balls, as they 
hurtled above his head, and the black sides of the vessels of war 
were vomiting their sheets of flame with unwearied industry. 
Amid this tumult, the English generql and his companions 
sprung to land. The former rushed into the disordered ranks, 
and by his presence and voice recalled the men of one regiment 
to their duty. But long and loud appeals to their spirit and 
their ancient &me were necessary to restore a moie^ of their 
former confidence to men who had been thus rudely repulsed, 
and whonow looked along their thinned knd exhausted ranks, 
missing, in many instances, more than half the well-known 
countenances of their fellows. In the midst of the faltering 
troops stood their stern and unbending chief; but of all those 
gay and gallant youths, who followed in his train as he had de- 
parted from Province House that morning, not one remained, 
but in his blood. ■ He alone seemed imdiaturbed in that dis- 
ordered crowd; and his mandates went f(»rth as usual, calm and 
determined. At length the panic, in isome' degree, subsided, 
and order was once more restored as the hi^-fipirited and 
mortifiied gentlemen of the. detachment regained their lost au- 
Aority. 

The leaders consulted togedier, apart, and ihe dispositions 
were immediately renewed for the assault Military show was 
no longer affected, but tiie soldiers laid down all the ui^lesa im- 
plements of thdr trade, and many ev^n cast aside !theit outer 
garments, under the warmth of a broilii^ suii,.added to tile 
heat of the conflagration, which began to diffusie itself along 
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the extremity of the peninsula. Fresh companies were placed 
in the colmnns, and most of the troops were withdrawn from the 
meadows, leaving merely a few skirmishers to amuse the Ameri- 
cans who lay behind the fence. When each disposition was 
completed, the final ngnal was given to advance. 

Lionel had taken post in his regiment, but marching on the 
skiit of the column, he commanded a view of most of the 
scene of battle. In his front moved a battalion, reduced to a 
handful of men in the previous assaults. Behind these came a 
party of the marine guards, from the shipping, led by their own 
veteran major ; and next followed the dejected Nesbitt and his 
corps, amongst whom Lionel looked' in vain for the features of 
the good-natured Folwart^. Similar columns marched on their 
right and left; encirding three sides of the redoubt by their 
battalions. 

A few minutes brought him in full view of that humble and 
unfinished m6und of earth, for the possession of which so much 
blood had that day been spilt in vain. It lay, as before, still as 
if none breathed within its bosom, though a terrific row of dark 
tubes were arrayed along its top, following the movements of 
the approaching columns, as the eyes of the imaginary charmers 
of our own wilderness are said to watch their victims. As the 
uproar of the artillery again grew fainter, the crash of falMng 
streets, and the appalling sounds of the conflagration on their 
left, became more audible. Immense volumes of black -smoke 
issued from the smouldering tuins, and, bellying outward, fold 
beyond tcAd, it overhung the work in a hideous cloud. Casting 
its gloomy shadow across^ the place of blood. 

A strong column was now seen ascending, as if from out the 
burning town, and the Mvance of the whole became quick and 
spirited. A low call ran thtough the platoons, to note the naked 
weapons of their adversaries, and it was followed by the cry of 
**To the bayonet I to the bayonet P 

^ Hurrah ! for the Royal Iri^h H* shouted H'Fuse, at the head 
of the dark column from the conflagration. 
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" Hurrah 1" echoed a well-known voice from the silent 
mound ; ^^ let them come on to Breed's ; the people will teach 
'em the law 1" 

Men think at such moments with the rapidity of lightning, 
and Lionel had even fancied his comrades in possession of the 
work, when the terrible stream of fire flashed in the faces of the 
jnen in front 

" Push on with the ■ t h," cried the veteran major of ma- 
rines — ^^ push on, or the ISth will get the honor of the day I" 

"We cannot^" murmured the soldiers of the ^th; "their 

fire is too heavy l" 

" Then break, and let the marines pass through you !'' 

The feeble battalion melted away, and the warriors of the deep, 
trained to conflicts of hand to hand, sprang forward, with a 
loud shout, in their places. The Americans, exhausted of their 
ammunition, now sunk sullenly back, a few hurling stones at 
their foes in desperate indignation. The cannon of the British 
had been brought to enfilade their short breastwork, which was 
no longer tenable ; and as the columns approached closer to the 
low rampart^ it became a mutual protection to the adverse 
parties. 

" Hurrali I £c>x the Royal Irish T' again shouted MTuse, rush- 
ing up the trifling ascent, which was but of little more than his 
own height 

" Hurrah I" repeated Pitcairn, waving his sword on another 
angle of the work — ^ the day's our own I" 

One more sheet of flame issued out of the bosom of the work, 
and ^ those brave men, who had emulated the examples of 
their officers, were swept away, as though a whirlwind had 
passed along. The grenadier gave his war-cry once more, be- 
fore he pitched headlong among his enemies; while Pitcairn 
fell back into the arms of his own child, l^e cry of ' Forward, 
4'7th,' rung through their ranks, and in their turn this veteran 
battalion gallantly mounted the ramparts. In the shallow ditdi 
Uonel passed the expiring marine, and caught the dying Bxnf 
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despairing look from his eyes, and in another instant he found 
himself in the presence of his foes. As company followed com- 
pany into the defenceless redoubt, the Americans sullenly retired 
by its rear, keeping the bayonets of the soldiers at bay with 
clubbed muskets and sinewy arms. When the whole issued 
upon the open ground, the husbandmen received a close and' 
Gital fire from the battalions, which were now gathering aroimd 
them on three sides. A scene of wild and savage confusion 
then succeeded to the order of the fight, and many fatal blows 
were given and taken, the mHee rendering the use of firearms 
nearly impoasible for sever*! minutes. 

Xdonel continued in advance, pressing on the footsteps of the 
retiring foe, stepping over many a lifeless body in his difficult 
progress. Notwithstanding the hurry, and vast disorder of the 
fray, his eye fell on the form of the graceful stranger, stretched 
lifeless on the parched grass, which had greedily drank his blood. 
Amid the ferocious cries, and fiercer passions of the moment, 
the young man paused, and glanced his eyes around him wiA 
an expression that said, he thought the work of death should 
cease. At this instant the trappings of his attire caught the 
glaring eyeballs of a dying yeoman, who exerted his wasting 
strength to sacrifice one more worthy victim to the manes of his 
countrymen. The whole of the tumultuous scene vanished 
from the senses of Lionel at the fiash of the musket of this man, 
and he sunk beneath the feet of the combatants, insensible of 
further triumph, and of every danger. 

The fall of a single officer, in such a contest, was a circum- 
stance not to be regarded; and regiments passed over him, 
without a single man stooping to inquire into his fate. When 
the Americans had disengaged themselves from the troops, they 
descended into the Httle hollow between the two hills, swiftly, 
and like a disordered crowd, bearing off most of their wounded, 
and leaving but few prisoners in the hands of their foes. The 
formation of the ground fistvored their retreat, as hundreds of 
bullets whistled harmlessly above their heads ; and by the time 
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they gained the acclivity of Bunker, distance was added to their 
security. Finding the Md lost, the men at the fence broke 
away in a body from their position, and abandoned the mead- 
ows ; the whole moving in confused masses behind the crest of 
the adjacent height The shouting soldiery followed in their 
footsteps, pouring in fruitless and distant volleys-; but on the 
summit of Bimker their tired platoons were halted, and they 
beheld the throng move fearlessly through the tremendous fire 
that enfiladed the low pass, as little injured as though most of 
them bore charmed lives. 

The day was now drawing to a close. With the disappear- 
ance of their enemies, the ships and batteries ceased their can- 
nonade ; and presetitly not a musket was heard in that place, 
where so 'fierce a contest had so long raged. The troops com- 
menced fortifying the outward eminence, on which they rested, 
in order to maint^n their barren cOnq^€»st ; and nothmg further 
remained for the achievement lot the royal lieut^ants, but to go 
and mourn over their victory. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

**8be apddks, yet she tayt nothing: wbat of UmI ? 
Her eye disoQnrses— I will mnswer it." 

BOMBO.' 

Although the battle of Bunker Hill was fought "wbile the 
graas yet lay. on the meadows, the heats of summer bad been 
fdlowed by the nipping .frosts of November ; the leaf had 
fallen in its hour^ and the tempests and biting colds of february 
had succeeded, befor6 Major lincoln left that couch where 
he had been, laid, when carriedr^in total helplessness, from tbe 
fiital heights of the peninsula. Throughout the whole of that 
long period, the hidden bullet had defied the utmost skill of the 
British surgeons; nor could all iheir science and experience 
embolden them to risk cutting certain arteries and tendons in 
the body of the heir of Lincoihi, which were thought to ob- 
struct the passage to Hiat obstinate lead, which, all agreed, 
alone impeded the recovery of the un£[>rtunate sufferer. This 
indecision was one of the penalties tbat poor.Iioaiel paid for 
his greatness; for had it been Meriton who lihgered, instead of 
his mastery it is quite probable the case would have been deter> 
mined at a much earlier hour. At length, a young and enter- 
prising leech, with the world before him, arrived from Europe, 
who, possessing greater skill or more efirontery (the effects are 
sometimes the same) than his fellows, did not hesitate to decide 
at once on the expediency of an operaticm. The medical stafi 
of the army sneered at this bold innovator, and at first were 
content with such silent testimonials of their contempt But 
when the friends of the patient, listening, as usual, to the whis- 
perings of hope, consented that the confident man of probes 
should use his instruments, the voices of his contemporaries 
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became not only loud, but clamorous. There was a day or two 
when eyen the watch-worn and jaded subalterns of the aiiny 
forgot the dangers and hardships of the siege, to attend with 
demure and instructed countenances to the unintelligible jargon 
of the" " Medici " of their camp ; and men grew pale, as they 
listened, who had never been known to exhibit any symptoms 
of the disgraceful passion before their more acknowledged ene- 
mies. But when it became known that the ball was safely ex- 
tracted, and the patient was pronounced convalescent, a calm 
succeeded, that was much more portentous to the human race 
than the preceding tempest ; and in a short time the daring 
practitioner was universally acknowledged to be the founder 
of a new theory. The degrees of M. D. were showered upon 
his honored head from half the leamed bodies in Christendom, 
while many ci his enthusiastic admirers and imitators became 
justly entitled to the use of the same magical symbols, as ao^ 
nexments to their patronymics, with the addition of the first 
letter in the alphabet. The ancient reasoning was altered to 
stdt the modem facts, and before the war was ended, some 
thousands of the servants of the crown, and not a few of the 
patriotic colonists, were thought to have died, scientifically, 
under the &vor of this important discovery. 

We might devote a chapter to the minute promulgation of 
such an event, had not more recent philosophers long since 
upset the practice (in which case the tiiieory seems to fall, as a 
matter of course), by a renewial of those bold adventures, which 
teach us^ occasionally, something new in the anatomy of man ; 
as in the science of geography, the sealers of New England 
have been able to discover Terra Australia, where Cook saw 
nothing but water ; or Parry finds veins and arteries in that 
part of the American continent which had so long been thought 
to consist of worthless cartilage. 

Whatever may have been the effects of the operation on the 
surgical science, it was healthful, in the first degree, to its sub- 
ject For seven weary months Lionel lay in a state in which 
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he migLt be said to exist, instead of live, but little conscious of 
surrounding occurrences; and, happily for himself^ nearly in- 
sensible to pain and ansdety. At moments the flame of life 
would apparently glimmer like the dying lamp, and then both 
the fears and hopes of his . attendants were disappointed, as the 
patient dropped again into that state of apathy in which so 
much, of his -time was wasted. From an erroneous opinion of 
his master's sufferings, Meriton had been induced to make a 
free use of soporifics, and no small part of Lionel's insensibility 
was produced by an ezcessiye use of that laudanum, for which 
he was indebted to the mistaken humanity of his valet. At the 
moment of the operation, the adrenturous surgeon had availed 
himself of th^ same stupefying drug, and many days of dull, 
heavy, and alarming apathy succeeded, before his system, find^ 
ing itself relieved from its unnatural inmate, resumed its health- 
ful functions, and began to renew its powers. By a «ingular 
good fortune, his leeoh was too much occupied by his own novri 
honors, to follow up his success, Hcundem ctrtem, as a great 
general pushes a victory to the utmost ; and that matchless 
doctor. Nature, was permitted to complete the cure. 

When the effects of the anodynes had subsided, the patient 
found himself entirely free from uneasiness, and dropped into a 
sweet and refreshing sleep, that lasted for many hours without 
interruption. He awoke a new man ; with his body renovated, 
his head clear, and his recollections, though a little confused 
and wandering, certainly bett^ than they had been since the 
moment when he fell in die mil^e on Breed's. This restoration 
to all the nobler properties of life occurred about the tenth 
hour of the day ; and as Lionel opened his eyes, "with under 
standing in their expression, they fell upon a cheerfulness which 
a bright sun, assisted by the dazzling light of the masses of 
snow without, had lent to every object in his apartment The 
curtains of the windows had been opened, and every article of 
the furniture was arranged with a neatness that manifested tlte 
studied care which presided over his illness. In one comer, it 
45 
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is true, Meiiton had established himself in an easy-chair, with an 
arrangement of attitude which spoke more in favor of his oou- 
sidehitioii for the valet than the master, while he was comfort- 
ing his faculties for a night of watchfulness, by the sweety be* 
cause stolen, slumbers of the morning. 

A flood of recoUections broke into, the mind of Lionel to- 
getheif, and it was some UtUe time before he could so iai sep 
arate the true from the imaginary, as to attain a tolerably cleai 
comprehension of what had occurred in the little age he had 
been dozing. Raising, himself <m one elbow, without difficulty, 
he parsed his hiuid. once or twice slowly over his &ce, and then 
trusted his voice in- a summons to his man. Meriton started at 
the well-known sounds, 9Xkd after diligently rubbing his eyes, 
like one who awakes by swprise, he arose and gave the cus- 
tomary reply, 

^How now, Meriton r exclaimed Ma,}or Lincoln ; "you sleep 
as sound as a recruit on. post, and I suppose you have been sta- 
tioned like one, with twice-told orders to be vi^lant'^ 

The valet stood with op«a mouth, as if ready to devour his 
master's words with more senses than one; and then, as Lionel 
concluded, passed his haiids in quick succession over, his eyes, 
as before, though with a very different object, ere he an- 
swered— ^ 

^ Thank God, sir, thank God ! you look like youiself once 
more, and we shall live again as we used to. .Yes, yes, sir — 
you'll do now — ^youll do this time. That's a miracle of a man, 
is the great Lon'non smtgeon ! and now we shall go back to 
Soho, and live like dvilizers. Thank God, sir, thank God I you 
smile again; and I hope if any thing should go wrong, you'll 
86on be able to give me one of those awliil looks that I am so 
used to, and which makes my heart jump into my mouth, when 
I know Tve been forgetful I" 

The poor fellow, in whom long service had created a deep 
attachment to his master, which had been greatly increased by 
the solicitude of a nurse, was compelled to cease his tiiiccn« 
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nected expressions of joy, while he actually wept Lionel was 
too much affected by this evidence of feeling, to continue the 
dialogue, for several minutes ; during which time he employed 
himself in putting on part of his attire, assisted by the gulping 
valet, when, drawing his robe-de-chambre around his person, 
he leaned on the shoulder of his man, and took the seat which 
ihf^ other had so recently quitted. 

*' Well, well, Meriton, that will do," said Lionel, giving a 
deep hem, as though his breathing was obstructed ; ^ that will 
do, silly fellow ; I trust I shall live to give you many a frown, 
and some few guineas, yet I have been shot, I know — ^ 

"Shot,fflrr' interrupted the valet— "you have been down- 
right and unlawfully murdered ! you were first shot^ and then 
baggoneted, and after that a troop of horse rode over you. I 
had it from one of the Eoyal Lish, who lay by your side the 
whole time, and who now lives to tell of it ; a good honest fel- 
low is Terence ; and if such a thing was possible that your 
honor was poor enough to iieed a pension, he would cheerfully 
swear to your hurts at the King's Bench, or War Office ; Bride- 
well, or Bt Jameses ; it*s all one to the like of him." 

" I dare say, I dare say," said Lionel, smiling, though he 
mechanically passed his hand over his body, as his valet spoke 
of the bayonet — " but the poor fellow must have transferred 
some of his own wounds to my person : I own the bidlet^ but 
object to the cavalry and the steiel." 

" No, sir, / own the bullet, and it shall be buried with me in 
my dressing-box, at the head of my grave," said Meriton, ex- 
hibiting the flattened bit of lead, exultingly, in the palm of his 
hand ; " it has been in my pocket these thirteen dajrs, after tor- 
menting your honor for six long months, hid in the what d*ye 
call 'em musoles, away behind the thingumy artery. But snug 
as it was, we got it out ! He is a miracle, is the great Lon'non 
surgeon I" 

Lionel reached over to his purse, which Meriton had placed 
r^ularly on the table, each morning, in order to remove it 

11 
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agaiii at niglit, and, dropping iseveral guineas in tihe hand j^ bis 
yalet^ said — 

^ So much lead must need some gold to sweeten it Put up 
the unseemly thing, and never let me see it again T' 

Meriton cooLy took the opposing metals, and . after gtancing 
Ids; eyes at the jguineas, with a readiness that embraoed their 
amount in a single look, he dropped them carelessly into one 
pooket^ whSe he restored the lead to the other with an exceed- 
ing attention. to ite pi^eservation. He tb^n turned hia band to 
the customary duties of bis station. T . i 

^ I rememberirell to hate been' in a fight on the heights: of 
Charlestown, even to the inst^t when.! got my hurt," continued 
lus master ; "and lev&i teoollect matiy things that have occur« 
red Mnce ; a period whidi .appeaiB like i whole life to me. But 
after ti^ Meriton, I believe. my ideas:baYe not been'remarkable 
for their deamess*" 

"Lord, sir, you have talked to me, ahd spolded 'me, and 
praised ine^ a hundred Isind a hundred : times -over again ; but 
you bare never scolded kA sharp like as you can, nor have you 
ever spoken and looked as bright as jrou do ttiis momrngT 

"I am in the house of Hits. L^chmere,'^ agaijr contintied li- 
oiiel, examining the* room; I know this . apartment and those 
private doors too well to be mistaken.'^ 

" To be sure you are^ sir ; Madam Lechmere had yoii brought 
here from the field to her own house, and one of the best it is 
in Bostbn, t<k> : aad I expect that madam would some how k)se 
her title to it^ if aiiy thing aerijCMis should happen to ns I'^ 

"Sudb. as a bay<Hiet, or a ttoop of hor^i but why do you 
foncy any sudi thing !" 

^Because, sir,' whien madam comes hei» of an aflemoon, 
which she did daily, before she sickened, I heard her yery 6ften 
lay to herself if you should be so unfortunate as to die, there, 
would be an end to all her hopes of her house.'' 

"Theti it is Mrs. Lechmere who visits me daily,^' said lioilel, 
thoughtfully ; " I have recollections of a female form hoveritig 
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around my bed, though I had supposed it more youthful and 
active than that of my aunt." ^ 

^' And you are quite liglit, sir; you have had such a nurse 
the whole time as is 'seldom to be met with. For making a 
posset or a gniel, I'll match her with the oldest woman in the 
wards of Guy's ; and, to n^ taste, the b^t bar-keeper at the 
Lon'non is a fool to her at a negus." 

^ These are high accompliishmentSy indeed 1 and who may be 
tibeir mistress r 

^ Miss Agnus, sir ; a rare good nurse is .Miss Agdus Bianforth I 
though in pMnib of regard to. the tnoops, I shouldn't presume to 
call her at all distinguishable." 

^■Miss 'Danfor^" repeatiad Lionel, dropping has expecting 
eyes, in disappointment,' from the fiioe of Meriton to the floor ; 
^ I hope she has not sustidhed all this trouble on my account 
alone? There are women enough in' the ' estied^lishmeht : one 
woidd think such offices might be borne by the domestics ; in 
shorty Meriton, was she without an aasiatant in all these little 
kindnesses ?" 

^ I helped her, you know, sir, all I could ;.ihoi^h my ne- 
guses never touch the right spot, like Miss AgmisV^ 

^ One would thinly by your acc6«knt, that I have dcme liittle 
else than guzzle port wine for' six months," said Lionel, pet- 
tishly. 

^Lord, sir, you wouldn' t drink a thimblefull from a glass, 
often ; which I always took for a bad symptom ; for Pm certain 
'twas no &ult of the liquor, if it wasn't drunk." 

^ Well, enough of your favorite beverage I I sicken ^si the 
name already. But, Meritoti, have not others of my friends 
called to inquire after my fa^A ?" 

^Certainly, sir: the oommander-^in-chief sends an aid or a 
servant every day ; and Lord Percy left his card more than — ^ 

^ Poh ! these are calls of courtesy. But I have relatives in 
Bc^stoii— Miss Djmevor, has she left the town ?" 

** Ko, sir," said the valet^ very coolly resuming the duty of 
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arranging tike vials on the night-table : '* she is not much of a 
moving body, is that Miss Cecil." 

^^ She is not ill, I trust ?" demanded Lionel. 

^^ Lord, it goes through me, part joy and part fear, to hear you 
speak again so quick and brisk, sir I No, she isn't downright 
ailing, but she hasn't the life and knowledge of things, as her 
cousin, Miss Agnus," 

" Why do you think so, fellow ?" 

^ Because, sir, she is mopy, and don't turn her hand to any 
of the light lady's work in the ismlj. I have seen her sit in 
that very chair, where you are now, sir, for hours together, 
without moving ; unless it was some nervous start when, you 
groaned, or breathed a little upward througli your, honoris nose. 
I have taken it into my consideration, sir, that she poetizes ; at 
ail events, she likes what I calls quietude." 

"• Indeed I" said Lionel, pursuing the conversation with ^n in* 
terest that would have struck a more observant man as remark- 
able. ^ What reason have you for suiq>ecting Miss Dynevor of 
manufacturing rhymes ?" 

" ii^cause, sir, she has often a bit of paper in her hand ; and 
I have seen her read the same thing over and over again, till 
I'm sure she must know it by heart; which your poetizers al- 
ways do with what ihej writes." 

^ Perhaps it was a letter 9" cried Lionel, with a quickness 
that caused Meriton to drop a vial he was dusting, at the ex- 
pense of its contents. 

^ Bless me. Master Lionel, how strong, and like old times, you 
speak !" 

^ I believe I am amazed to find you know so much of the di- 
vine art, Meritdn." 

'' Practice makes perfect, you know, sir," ^id the simpering 
valet '* I can't say I ever did much in lihat way, though J 
wrote some verses on a pet pig, as died down at Rayenscliffe, 
the last time we was there ; and I got considerable eclaw for a 
few lines on a vase which Lady Bab's woman Inroke one day, in 
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a scuffle, when the foolish creature said as I wanted to kiss her ; 
though all that knows me, knows that I needn't break vases to 
get kisses from the like of her P 

** Very, well,** said Lionel : " some day, when I am stronger 
I may fike to be indulged with a perusal. Go now, Meriton, to 
the larder, and look about you : I feel the symptoms of return- 
ing health grow strong upon me^** 

The gratified valet instantly departed, leaving his master to 
the musings of his own busy fancy. . 

Several minutes passed away before the young man raised his 
head fix>m the hand that supported it, and then it was only done 
when he thought he heard a light footstep near him. His ear 
had not deceived him, for Cecil Dynevor herself stood within a 
few feet of the chair, which concealed, in a great measure, his 
person from her view. It was apparent, by her attitude and her 
tread, that she expected to find the sick where she had seen him 
last, and where, for so many dreary months, his listless form had 
been stretched in apathy. Lionel followed her graceful move- 
ments with his eyes, and as the airy band of her morning-cap 
waved aside at her own breathing, he discovered the unnatural 
paleness that was seated on her speaking features. But when 
she drew the folds of the bed-curtains, and missed the invalid, 
thought is not' quicker than the motion with which she turned 
her light person towards the chair. Here she encountered the 
eyes of the young man, beaming on her with delight, and ex- 
pressing all that animation and intelligence, to which they had 
so long been strangers. Yielding to the surprise and the gush 
of her feelings, Cecil flew to his feet, and clasping one of his ex- 
tended hands in both her own, she cried — 

" Lionel, dear Lionel, you are better I God be praised, you 
look well again T 

Lionel gently extricated his hand from the warm and un- 
guarded pressure of her soft fingers, and drew forth a papei 
which she had unconsciously committed to his keeping. 

^ This, dearest Cecil,'' he whispered to the blushing maiden^ 
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'* this IS my own letter, writtea when I knew my life to bo at 
imminent hazard, and speaking the purest thoughts of my heart. 
Tell me, then, it has not be.en thus kept f6r nothing f" 

Cecil dropped her face between her hainda for a mcment, in 
burning shame, and then, as all theemotiots of the moment 
crowded around her hearty sh^ yielded to thim.alt a woman, and 
burst into a paroxysm of tears. It is needless to ^wefl. on those 
consoling and seducing speedhes of the youog mau, which soon 
succeeded in luring his companion not only from her sobs, but 
even £rom her confusion, and permitted her to raise her bealnti- 
ful countenancei to his ardent gaze, bright and confiding as his 
fondest wishes could h^ve ina4e it. ' ' . 

The letter of Lionel yras too direct, not to i^ve her pride, !and 
it had beeQ too ofi«en perused for a sin^e setitence to be soon 
forgotten. . Besides, Cecil had watched over his couch, too fondly 
and too long, to indulge in asij (xf those little coquetries i^hich 
are soinetimes meit with in similaif scenesL < She said all! that an 
affectionate, generous, and niodest female would sa^ on such an 
occasion ; and it is certain that, well as Lionel looked on waking, 
the litQe she uttered hli^d t}le effect toimprare his: appearance 
jbenfdd. , ' 

** Md. you recciv^j n^y letter 6n the momiiig after the baSr 
tie ?" said Lionel^ leaning '. fondly over her, as she stSl, iin<^' 
sdously, kneeled by hia side 

" Yes — ^yes : it Was y(Jur order that- it should be sent: to me 
only in cade of your death ; but for more than a month you 
were numbered as among the dead by us all. Oh! what a 
month was that P ' ; ' 

" 'Tis past, my sweet friend, and, God hei praised, I may now 
look f<»*ward to health and ha{)pine88." 

^ God be praised, indeed I" murmured Cedl, the team again 
rushing to h.er eyes. ^' I w:ould not hye that mobth ovier again, 
Lionel, for all that this world c^n offer 1" . 

^ Dearest Cedl," he teplied, ^ I can only repay this kindness 
and suffering on my account, by shielding you from the rude 
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wera bd again in being." 

She looked up in bia face with all the soul of a woman's con- 
fidence beaming in her eyes, as ahe answered — 

" You will, Lincoln, I know you will : you have sworn it, and 
[ should be a wretch to doubt you." 

. He drew her unresisting form into his arms, and folded bor to 
his bosom. In another moment, a noise, like one ascending the 
stairs, was Iiend tbrougb the open door of tbe loom, when all 
ibe feelings of her sex rushed to the breast of Cecil She 
^»img on her feet^ and, hanUy allcnring time to the delighted 
Lionel to note the burning tints that suffused her whole face, 
she darted froia the room inth the rapidity and lightness of an 
antelope. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

**D«ad, for ft dacat, dead." 



Wbixje Licnel was in the confusioii of feeling produced bj 
the foregoing scene, the intruder, aftor a prelude of singularly 
heavy and loud steps, on the floor, as if some one approached 
on crutches, entered by a door opposite to the one through 
which Cecil had so suddenly vanished. At the next moment 
the convalescent was saluted by the full, cheerful voice of his 
visitor — 

^ God bless you, Leo, and bless the whole of us, for we need 
it I" cried Polwarth, eagerly advancing to grasp the extended 
hands of his friend. ^ Meriton has told me that you have got 
the trUe mark of health — a good appetite — at last I should 
have broken my neck in hurrying up to wish you joy on the 
moment, but I just stepped into the kitchen, without Mrs. Lech- 
mere's leave, to show her cook how to broil the steak they are 
warming through for you — a capital thing after a long nap, and 
full of nutriment — God bless you, my dear Leo : the look of 
your bright eye is as stimulating to my spirits as a West India 
pepper is to the stomach." 

Polwarth ceased shaking the hands of his reanimated friend, 
as with a husky voice he concluded, and turning aside imder 
the pretence of reaching a chair, he dashed his hand before his 
eyes, gave a loud hem, and took his seat in silence. During 
the performance of this evolution, Lionel had leisure to observe 
the altered person of the captain. His form, though still ro- 
tund, and even corpulent, was much reduced in dimensionSj 
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while, in the place of one of those lower members, with which 
nature famishes the human race, he had been compelled to sub- 
stitute a leg of wood, somewhat inartificially made, and roughly 
shod with iron. This last sad alteration, in particular, attracted 
the look of Major Lincoln, who continued to gaze at it with 
glistening eyes, for some time after the other had established 
himself to his entire satisfaction, in one of the cushioned seate 
oi the apartment. ^ 

** I see my frame-work has caught your eye, Leo," said Pol- 
warth, raising the wooden substitute with an air of affected in« 
difference, and tapping it lightly with his cane. " *Ti8 not as 
gracefully cut, perhaps, as if it had been turned from the 
hands of Master Phidias ; but in a place like Boston, it is an 
inyaluable member, inasmuch as it knows neither hunger nor 
cold." 

** The Americans, then, press the town," said Lionel, glad to 
turn the subject, " and maintain the siege with vigor ?" 
■ " They have kept us in horrible bodily terror, ever since the 
shallow waters towards the main-land have been frozen, and 
opened a path directly into the heart of the place. Their Vir- 
ginian generalissimo, Washington, appeared a short time after 
the affair over on the other peninsula (a cursed business that, 
Leo!), and with him came all the trimmings of a large 
army. Since that time they have worn a more military front, 
though little else has been done, excepting an occasional skir- 
mish, but cooping us up, like so many uneasy pigeons, in our 
cage." 

" And Gage chafes not at the confinement t" 

** Gage I — we sent him off like the soups, months ago. No, 
no — ^the moment the ministry discovered that we had' come to 
our forks, in good earnest, they chose Black Billy to preside : 
and now we stind at bay with the rebels, who have already 
learnt that our leader is not a child at the grand entertainment 
of war." 

" Yes, seconded by such men as Clinton and Burgoyne, and 
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supported by the flower of our troopa, the position can be easily 
maintained." 

*^ No position can be easily maintained, Msgpr Lincoln," said 
Polwarth, promptly, ^^in the face of starvation, both internal 
and external." , 

^' And is the ease so desperate ?" 

^^ Of that you shall judge yourself my friend. When ParUa- 
ment shut the port of Boston, the colonies were filled with 
grumblers ; and now we have opened it^ and would be glad to 
see their supplies^ the devil a craft enters the harbor willingly ! 
Ah I iMeriton, .you have the steak, I see ; put it here, where 
your master can have it at his elbow, and bring another plate — 
I bteakflEusted but indifferently well this morning* So we are 
thrown cotnpletely on our own resources. But the rebels do 
not let us enjoy even them in peace. This thing is done to a 
turn — ^how charmingly the blood foUows the Imifel They 
have gone, so far as to equip privateers^ who cut off pur neces- 
saries ; and he is a lucky n>an who cai^ get a meal like the one 
l)efore us." 

**' 1, had not thought the power of the Americans could have 
forced matters to ^uch a pass." 

^ What I have mentioned, though of vital iipportance, is not 
half. K a man' is happy enough to obtain the materials for a 
good dish — ^you should have rubbed an onion over these plates, 
Mr. Meritpn — ^he don't know where he iB to find fuel to cook it 
withal." 

^ Looking at the comforts with which I am surrounded, my 
good fnend, I cannot but fancy your im^ination heightens the 
distress." 

" Fancy np such silly thing; for when you get abroad, you 
will fin4 it but top exact In the article of food, if we are not 
reduqed, lik0 the men of Jerusalem to eating one another, we 
are^ hiilf the time, rather worse off, being entirely destitute of 
wholesome nutriment Let but an unlucky log float by the 
town among the ice, and go forth and witness the struggling 
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and akinuishing between the Yankees and' our frozen fingers for 
its possession, and you will become ai believer 1 Twill be lucky 
if the waternsoaked relic of some wharf should escape without 
a caimonade I I don't tell you these things ais a grumbler, Leo; 
for, thank God, I have only half as biany toes aa other men, to 
keep warmth in ; and as for eating, a little will suffice for me, 
DOW my corporeal establishment is 60 sadly reduced*" 

Lionel paused in melancholy, as his friend attempted to jest 
at his -misfortune, and then, by a very natural tranotion, for a 
young man in his situation^ he proudly exdaimed — 

^ But we gained the day, Polwarth i and drovd the rebels 
from their intrenchments, like chaff before a. whirlwind T 

"^ Hmnph T' ejaculated the captain, bying bis wooden leg 
carefully over its more valuable fellow^ and, regarding it rue- 
fully, while he spoke-'-*' had we made a suitable use of the 
bounties of nature, and turned their podtioii, instead of running 
into the jaws of the beaat, many might have left the field better 
supplied with 2^purtenan<}es than are some among us at present 
But daii: WiUiam loves a brush, they say, and he enjoyed it, on 
that occasion, to his heart's contexit I" 

^ He must be grateful to Clinton for lus timely {»esence T' 

^ Does the devil delight in martyrdom f The presence of a 
thousand rebels would have been more. lyelooiKie^ even at that 
moment; nor has he smiled once on his good-natured assistant^ 
since he thrust himself^ in that unwelcome mimner, between him 
and his enemy. We had enotigh to think of^ ^th our dead 
and. wounded, and in maintaining our conques^ Or something 
more than black looks and unkind eyeft would' have followed ihe 
GLeeci« 

*' I fear to inquire into the fortunes of the i^ld, so mai^y mimes 
of worth must be iiumb^ed in the losSb" 

^ Twelve or fifteen hundred men sire not to be knocked on 
the head out of such an army, and all the clever fellows escape. 
Gage, I know, calls the loss something like eleven hundred ; 
but, after vaporing so much about the Yankees, their prowess ib 
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not to be acknowledged in its bloom at once. A man seldom 
goes on one leg, but be baits a little at first, as I coi say from 
experience — ^pnt down tbirteen, Leo, as a medium, and youll 
not miscalculate largely : yes^ indeed, tbere were some brave 
young men amongst tbem ! Tbose rascally ligbt-footed gentry, 
tbat I gave up so opportunely, were finely peppered — and there 
were the Fusileers had hatdly men enough left to saddle &eir 
goat !*** 

^ And the marines I they must have suffered heavily; I saw 
Htcaim fiall before me,*' said Lionel, speaking with hesitation : 
^ I greatly fear our old comrade, the grenadier, did not escape 
with better fortune." 

^' Mac r exclaimed Pdwarth, casting a furtive glance at his 
companion. ** Ay, Mao was not as lucky in that business as he 
was in Germany — ^he-em — ^Mac — had an obstinate way with 
him, Leo; a damn'd obstinate fellow in all military matters/, 
but as generous a heart, and as fi%e in sharing a mess-bill as 
any man in his majesty's service I I crossed the river in the 
same boat with him, and he entertained us with his queer 
thoughts on the art of war. According to Mac's notions of 
things, the grenadiers were to do all the fighting — a damn'd odd 
way with him had Mac I" 

" There are few of us without peculiarities, and I could wish 
that none of them were more offensive than the trifling preju- 
dices of poor Dennis MTuse." 

" Yes, yes," added Polwarth, hemming violently, as if deter- 
mined to clear his throat at every hazard ; ^ he was a little 
opinionated in trifles, such as a knowledge of war, and matters 
of discipline ; but In all important things as tractable as a child. 
He loved his joke, but it was impossible to have a less diflicult 
or more unpretending palate in one's mess I 'the greatest evil 
I can wish him is breath in his body, to live and enjoy, in these 

* This regiment, In consequence of some tradition, kept a goat, with gilded bomS| 
M a menioriaL O^ee a year it celebrated a festtva], lii whicb the bearded qnadhipad 
aeted a conspicaons part In the battle of Bunker Hill, the corps was dlsUngnialied 
aHke for Its courage and its losses. 
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bard tunes, when things become excellent by compui'ison, the 
sagacious provision which his own ingenuity contrived to se* 
cure out of the cupidity of our ancient landlord. Mister Seth 
Sage.*" 

"Then that notable scheme did not entirely Ml to the ground," 
said Lionel, with a feverish. desire to change the subject once 
more. '^I had thought the Americans were too vigilant to ad- 
mit the intercourse." 

" Seth has been too sagacious to permit them to obstruct it 
The prices acted like a soporific on his bonscienoe, and by using 
your name, I believe, he has formed some friend of sufficient 
importance amongst the rebels to protect him in his trade. His 
supplies make their appearance twice a week as regularly as the 
meats follow the soups in a well-ordered banquet" 

"You then can communicate with the country, and the coun- 
try with the town 1 Although Washington may wink at the 
proceeding, I should fear the scowl of Howe*" 

" Why, in order to prevent suspicions of unfair practices^ and 
at the same time to serve the cause of humanity, so the ex- 
planation reads, you know, our sapient host has seen fit to em- 
ploy a fool as his agent in the intercourse — a fdlow, as you may 
remember, of some notoriety; a certain simpleton, \i^o calls 
himself Job Pray." 

Lionel continued silent for many moments, during which time 
his recoUeotious began to revive, and his thoughts glanced over 
the scenes that occurred in the first months of his residence in 
Boston. It is quite possible that, a painfiil, though still general 
and indefinite feeling mingled with his musings ; for he evidently 
strove to expel some such unwelcome intruder, as he resumed 
the discourse with a strong appearance of forced gayety. 

" Ay, ay, I well remember poor Job — ^a fellow onoe seen and 
known, not easily to be forgotten. He used, of old, to attach 
himself greatly to my person, but I suppose, like the rest of the 
world, I am neglected when in retirement" 

"You do the lad injustice; he not only makes frequent in- 



254 LIONEL LINCOLN. 

quiriesy after his sloTenly maimer I acknowledge, concerning 
your condition, but sometimes he seema better informed in the 
matter than myself and can requite my frequent answers to 
his questions, by imparting, instead of receiving, intelligence of 
your improvement; more especially since the ball has been 
extracted." 

^ That should be very singul&r, too," said lionel, with a still 
more thoughtful brow. 

^ Kot so very remarloble, Leo, as one would at first imagine," 
interrupted his companion : >* the lad is not wanting in sagadty, 
as he manifested by his choice . of dishes at our old mess-table. 
Ah ! Leo, Leo, we may see many a discriminating pakte, but 
where shall we go. to find another such a fiiend i-^-one who 
could eat and joke — drink and quaizel with a man, in a breath, 
hke poor Dennis, who is gone from among us forever I There 
was a piquancy about poor Mac, that acted on the duln^s of 
life like condiments on the natural appetite I" 

Meriton, who was dil^ently brushing his master's coat — ^an 
office that he performed daily, though the^^arment had not been 
worn in so long a period — ^stde a glance at the averted eye of 
the major, and understanding its expression to indicate a deter- 
mined silence, he ventured to maintaon the discourse in his own 
unworthy person. 

^ Yes, sir, a nice gentleman was Captain M^Fiise, and one as 
fought as stoutly for the king as any gentlemdn in the isrmy, all 
agrees. It was a thousand pities such a fine figure of a man 
hadn't a better idea of dress : it isn't all, sir, isuB is gifted in' that 
i»ray. Biii everybody says he's a detrijoiental loss, though 
thena's sonae officers iii town who consider so littie how to wear 
their onuunents, that if they were to be. shot, I am sure no one 
would miss them." 

" Ah. I Meriton,' • cried the full-hearted' Polwarth, . **.I see you 
we a youth of more observation than I had suspected. Mac 
had all the seeds of a man in him| though some of .them might 
not have come to maturity. There was a fiavor in his humor, 
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that served as a relish to every conveisatioii in which he min- 
gled. !Pid you serve the poor fellow up in handsome style, 
MerkoB, for his last worldly exhibition t" ; 

^ Yes, indeed^ sir : we g^ve him as otoamental a funeral as 
can be seen out of Lon'non« Besid<es.tlie Boyai Irish, all the 
grenadiers was; out;. that. is^ all fts wasn't hurt^ which was near 
half of them* A& I knowed the regard Master Lionel had for 
the captain, I dressed him with my ow^ hands : I trimmed his 
whiskers, sir, and altered his hair more in . front ; and seeing 
thayb his honqr was getting a littie.gniy, I threw, on a sprinklitig 
of powder, and as handsome a ccrpse was Captain M^¥use 
as any gentieman in the army^ let the other be who he 
may I" 

The eyes of Polwarth twinkled^ and he blew his nose with a 
noise not unlike the sound of a clarion^ ere I^e rejoined-r- 

^ yes, yes, time. and hiurdsbips had given a touch of frost to 
the head of the poor fdlow; but it is a consolation to know 
that he died like a soldier, and not by the hands of that vulgar 
butcher, Kature ; and that, being dead, he was removed accord- 
ing to his deserts I" 

" Indeed, sir," said Meriton, with a solemnity worthy of the 
occasion, ^^we gave, him a great procession: a gi:eat dea} can 
be made out of his majesty's uniform,; on such festivities, and it 
had a wonderf^l look about it 1 Did you speak, sir V^ 

^' Yes,'' added laonel^ impatiently : ^ i:emoye the cloth ; and 
go, inquire if there be letters for me."' 

The valet submissively obeyed, and after a short pause the 
dialogue was resunied by tiie gentiemen; on subjects of a les 
painful nature. 

As, Polwarth' was exceedingly commumcative, Lionel soon 
obtained a very general, and, to do the captain suitable: jiiatice, 
an extremely impartial account of the situation of the/hostile 
forces, 84 well as of all the leading events that had trans{»red 
once the day of Breed'a Once or twice the invaUd ventured 
an allusion to the spirit of the rebels, and to the imexpected 
46 
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energy they bad diaoovered ; Imt Polwarth heard them all io 
nlence, answering only by a melancholy smile, and, in the last 
instance, by a significant gesture towards his unnatural sop- 
porter. Of course, after thk tonching acknowledgment <^ his 
former error, his fiiend waved the snbject for others less perscma]. 
He learned that the royal genend maintained his hardly- 
earned conquest on the opposite peninsula, where he was as ef- 
fectually beles^piered, however, as in the town of Boston itseHl 
In the mean time, while the war was conducted in earnest at 
the point where it commenced, hostilities had broken out in 
erery one of those colonies, south of the St Lawrence and the 
Great Lakes, where the presence of the royal troops invited an 
appeal to force. At first^ while the colonists acted under the 
impulses of the high enthusiasm of a sudden rising, they had 
been everywhere successful. A general army had been organ- 
ized, as already related, and divisions were employed at differ- 
ent points to effect those conquests which, in that early state of 
the struggle, were thought to be important to the main result. 
But the effects of their imperfect means and divided power were 
already becoming visible. After a series of minor victories, 
Montgomery had fallen in a most desperate and unsuccessful 
attempt to carry the impregnable fortress oi Quebec ; and, ceais- 
ing to be the assailants, the Americans were gradually compelled 
to collect their resources to meet that mighty effort of the crown, 
which was known to be not isr distant As thousands of their 
fellowHsubjects in the mother country manifested a strong repug- 
nance to the war, the ministry so fiu* submitted to the influence 
of that free spirit, which first took deep root in Britain, as to 
turn their eyes to those States of Europe, who made a trade in 
human life, in quest of mercenaries to quell the temper of the 
colonists. In consequence, the fears of the timid amongst the 
A^mericans were excited by rumors of the vast hordes of Rus- 
sians and Germans, who were to be poured into their country, 
with the fell intent to make them slaves. Perhaps no step of 
their enemies bad a greater tendency to render them odious in 
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we eyes of the AmericaoA, than this measure of introducing 
foreigners to decide a quarrel purely domestic. So long as none 
but men who had been educated in those acknowledged princi- 
ples of justice and law, known to both people, were admitted to 
the contest, there were visible points, common to each, which 
might render the struggle Jess fierce, and in time lead to a per- 
manent reconciliation. But they reasoned not ini^tly, when 
tliey asserted, that in a contest rendered triumphant by shines, 
nothing but abject submission could ensue to the conquered. 
It was like throwing away the scabbard, and, by abandoning rea^ 
son, submitting the result to the sword alone. In addition to 
the estrangement, these measures were gradually increasing be- 
tween the people of the mother country and the colonies, must 
be added the change it produced amongst the latter in their 
habits of r^;arding the person of their prince. 

During the whole of the angry discussion, and the recriminaf 
tions, which preceded the drawing of blood, the oolonists had 
admitted, to the fullest extent, not only in their knguage, but 
in their feelings, that fiction of the British law, which says ^ the 
king can do no wrong.^ Throughout the wide extent of an 
empire, on which the sun was never known to set, the English 
monarch could boast of no subjects more devoted to his fionily 
and person, than the men who now stood in arms against what 
they honestly beUered to bethe unoonstituJkional encroachments 
of his power. Hitherto the whole weight of their resentment 
had justly &llen on the advisers of the prince, who himself was 
thought to be ignorant, as he was probably innocent, of the 
abuses so generally pvac^ised in his name. But as the contest 
thickened, the natural fe^ngs of the man were thought to savor 
of the political acts he was required to sanction with his name. 
It was soon whii^)ered, amongst those who had the hest means 
of intelligence, that the feelings of the sovereign were deeply 
iiijterested in the maintenance of what he deemed his prerogar 
tive, and the ascendency of that body of the representatives of 
his empire, which he met in person and influenced by his pres 
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ence. Ere long this ' opinion was rumored abroad, and as the 
minds of men began to loosen from their ancient attachments 
and prejudices, thej confounded, by a very natural feeling, the 
head Trith the members; forgetting that '^liberty and Equality" 
formed no part of the trade of princes. The name of the mon- 
arch was daily fiilling into disrepute ; and as the colonial writers 
ventured to allude more freely to his person' and power, the glim 
meribgs of that light were seen, which was a precursor of the 
rise of ^^the stars of the West" amongst the national symbols 
of the etfth. Until then, lew had thought^ and none had ren- 
tured to apeak .openly, of independence, though events had 
been silently preparing the colonists for such a final measure. 

Allegiance to the prince was the last and only tie to be 
severed; for the colonies : already governed themselves in all 
matters, whether of intenuil'ot fareign policy, as efiectually as 
any people could, whose right to do so was not generally! ac- 
knowledged. But as the honest nature of George IIL admiir 
ted of no disguise, mutual disgust and alienation were the 
natural consequences of the reaction of sentiment 'between the 
prince and his western people.* 

AH this, and much more, of minute detail,, wias hastily com- 
mented on by Polwarth,: who possessed, in the midst of his 
epicnieah propensitiei^ sterling good sense, and g^t integrity 
of intention. Lionel was chiefly a listens, nor did he. cease 
the greedy and interesting empk^ment until warned by his 
weakness, and ihe stjroke of a neighboring dock, that he was 
trespasshig too&r on prpdenoe. His. friend then assisted the 
exhausted invalid to his bed ; and afriar giving him a world of 
good advice, tc^ib^ with a warm pressure of the hand, he 
stumped his way out lof the room, with a i^oise.that brought, at 
every tread, lin echo ttom the heart of Major linooln. . 

* Tbe prqindloes of tb« king of England were nimroldable in hls.iOBnlated attn- 
411011, but hit tlrtaea and iBtegritjr were ezeloalTely ttie property of tbe raHi. Hfii 
ifeeob to our flyat minlatar -afte^ tbe peace cannot be too often reoorded: "I waa 
tbe last man in inj kingdom to aeknowledi^ joar Independence and I shall be the 
b0t toTlolateit> 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

• • ? • • • 

■^GodxrevermeanttbiitinanslioaldMalotlMheaTiis ' 
By stridea of human wisdom.** 

Gowrn. 

A VBRT few days of gentle exercise in the bracing air of tlie 
season, were sufEicient to restore the strength of the invalid, 
whose wounds had healed while he lay slumbering under the 
influence of the anodynes prescribed, by his leech; Polwarth, 
in consideriition of the dilapidated, state of his own limbs, tor 
gether with the debiHty of lionel^ had so far braved the ridicule 
of the army, as to set up one of those comfortable and easy 
conveyances, which, in the good old times pf colonial humility, 
jwere known by the quaint and unpretending title of toni-pungs. 
To equip titus establishment, he had been compelled to impress 
one of the fine hunters of his friend. The animal had been 
tai^ht, by virtue of much training froni im groom, aided a 
little, perhaps, by the lowBtate pf 1^ g^^ers pi the ^ace, to 
amble through the snow s^ quietly as if he were ^soiiscioas <^ the 
altered condition of his mastei's health. In this na&i vehicle 
the two gentlemen niight be seen ddily, gliding ^opg the upper 
streets of the town, and moving Ihrdugh the winding paths of 
the common, receivings the congratulations of their friends; or, 
in their tum^ visiting others, who, like ' ihemiselvea, had been 
wounded in the murderous battle of the preceding summer, but 
who, less fortunate than they, wj&te still compelled to submit to 
the lingering confinement of jdieir quarters. 

It was not difficult to persuade Cecil and Agnes to join ii 
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manj of their short excursions, though no temptation could 
induce the latter to still the frown that habitually settled on her 
beautiful brow, whenever chance or intention brought them in 
contact with any of the gentlemen of the army. MissDynevor 
was, howeyer, much more conciliating in her deportment, and 
eren, at times, so gracious as to incur the private reproaches of 
her friend. 

" Surely, Cecil, you forget how much our poor countrymen 
are suffering in their miserable lodgings without the town, or 
you would be less prodigal of your condescension to these but- 
terflies of the army," cried Agnes, pettishly, while they were 
uncloaking after one of these rides, during which the latter 
thought her cousin had lost sight of that tacit compact, by 
which most of the women of the colonies deemed themselves 
bound to exhibit their feminine resentments to their invaders. 
" Were a chief from our own army presented to you, he could 
not have been received in a sweeter manner than you bestowed 
your smile to-day on that Sir Digby Dent !" 

"I can say nothing in fevor of its sweetneiss, my add cousin, 
but fAa^Sir Digby Dent is a gentleman- — " 

** A gentleman ! — ^yes — so is every Englishman who wears a 
scarlet coat, and knows how to play off his airs in the colo- 
nies!'* 

** And as I hope I have some claims to be called a lady," 
continued Cecil, quietly, ** I do not know why, in the little in- 
tercourse we have, I should be rude to him." 

" Cecil Dynevor I" exclaimed Agnes, witih' a sparkling eye, 
and with a woman's intuitive perception of the other's motives, 
** all Englishmen are not Lionel Lincolns.'* 

" Nor is Major Lincoln an Englishman," returned Cecil, laugh- 
ing, while she blushed ; " though I have reason to think tliat 
Captain Polwarth may be." 

" Silly, child, silly ; the poor man has paid the penalty of his 
offence, and is to be regarded with pity." 

** Have a care, my coz. Pity is one of a large connection of 
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gentle feelings ; when you once admit the firat-bom, you may 
leave open your doors to the whole family " 

^'Kow that is exactly the point in question, Cecil — ^because 
you esteem Major Linooln, you are willing to admire Howe and 
all his myrmidons ; but I can pity, and still be firm." 

"^ Lt bon temps viendra /" 

" Never," interrupted Agnes, with a warmth that prevented 
her perceiving how much she admitted ; -^ never, at least under 
the guise of a scarlet coat." 

Cecil smiled, but having completed her toilet, shia withdrew 
without making any r^ly. 

Such Httle discussions, enlivened more or less by the peculiar 
spirit of Agnes^ were of frequent occurrence, though the eyc/ of 
her cousin .became daily more thoughtful, and the indifference 
with which she listened was. more apparent in each succeeding 
dialogue. 

In the mean time, the afiOEtirs of the siege, though conducted 
with extreme caution^ amounted only to a vigilant blockade. 

The Americans lay by thousands in the surrounding villages, 
or were hutted in strong bands nigh the batteries which com* 
manded the approaches to the place. Notwithstanding their 
means had been greatly increased by the capture of several 
vensels, loaded with warlike stores, as well aa by the reduction 
of two important fortresses towards the Canadian frontieifi, they 
were still too scanty to admit of that wasteful expenditure, which 
b the usual accompanimenl of war. In addition to their ne- 
cessities, as a reason for forbearance, might also be mentioned 
the feelings of the colonists, who were anxious, in mercy to 
themselves, to regain their town with as little injury as possible. 
On the other hand, the impression made by the battle of Bunker 
Hill was still so vivid as to curb the enterprise of the royal 
Gonmuinders, and Washington had been permitted to hold their 
powerful forces in check, by an untrained and half-armed mul* 
titude, that was, at times, absolutely destitute of the means d 
maintaining even a momentary conquest. 
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Asy however, a show <^ hostiHties was maintained, the reports 
of cannon were frequently heard, and there' were da;^* wh^i 
ftkirmishes between the advanced parties of the two - hbets 
bfonght on more heavy firings, which continued f<»r. longer 
periods. The ears of the ladies had been long accustomed to 
these rude sounds, and as the trifling loss which followed was 
altogether confined to the outworks, they were listehed to with 
but little or no terror. 

In this manner a fortnight flew swifUy away, without an in* 
cident to be related. One fine meaning, at the end <^ that 
period, Polwarth drove into the little courtyard of Mnk Lech- 
mere a residence, with all those khowii^ flouriaheis he could 
oonomand, And which, in the year 1775, were thought to indi- 
cate the greatest fsumfiaiity with the properties of a tom-pung. 
In another minute his wood^i member was heard in the pas- 
sage, timing his steps, as he approached the room where the 
rest of the j^arty were waiting his apjpearance. . ,The twooousins 
stood wrappied in furs, with their smiling fiioes >ldoomii^ 'be- 
neath double rows of lace to softeai the pictures, while Major 
Lincoln was in the act of takbg his cloak fix>m Meriton, as the 
do<^ opened fo)r the admisdon of the captain. 

" What, already dished T' ^olainied the good-halured Pol- 
walcth, glancing his eyes from one to .the other.: ^ so niueh the 
better ; punctuality is the true leavjen of hie — a good watch is 
as necessary ta the Iguest as the- host, and to the host as his 
cook. Miss Agnes, you are anUudngly murderous to-day I li 
Howe expects his subalterns to do theit duty, he should not 
sufler you i/d go. at large in his ca^ip.*' < • . 

The fine ey^ of Miss Qanforth sparkled as he proceeded, but 
haj^ning to &11 on hit mutilated person, its expression a(^ned, 
and she was content with answering ^lh ia smile— 

'^ Let your general look to himself; I seldoioa go abroad but 
to espy his weakness I" 

The captain gave an expressive shrug of lus shoulder, and 
turning aside to his friend, said in. an under-tone — 
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* You see how it is, Major Lincolii ; ever since I have been 
Compelled to serve myself up, Uke a turkey from yostei'dey^s 
ditm^, with a single leg, I have not b^en able to get a^h^rp 
reply bcim the young woman — she has grown an even-tempered^ 
tasteless morsel ; and I azil l£be a two*pronged fork— only fit for 
carving : well, I care not how soon they €ut nae up entirely^ since 
she has lost hei piquancy — but shall we to the chun^ V* 

Lionel locked a little .^nba^rassed, and Angered a paper he 
held in -hisjiaind, for 9k moment, before lie handed it to the other 
for his perusaL 

" What have we here V^ continued Polwarth : " * Two offi- 
cers, wounded in the late battle, desire to return Ihanks for 
their reoovOTy'— ^hum— hum— hum — two ? — ^yourself^ and who 
is the other r 

^ I had hoped it would b^ my old companion az^ school* 
fellow?" 

^ Ha ! what^ me T' i^cU^kaed the captain, unconsciously de- 
vatii^ his wood^i le^ and examining it with a rueful eye ; 
<«umj^ I Leo,. do you thipk a maa has a particular reas<^ to be 
grat^ul for the I069 of a }eg1^ 

"• It might have been worse." 

"I don't, know,'* interrupted Polwarth, a little obstinately; 
" there:Would have been moire symmetry in it, if it had been 
both.** 

"• You forget your inother,'' continued Lionel, as though the 
other had not spoken ; ^ I am very sure it will give her heart 
felt plea^ur^." 

Polwarth gave a loud hem, rubbed his hand over his face 
once or twice, gave another furtive glance at his solitary limb, 
and then answered with a litde tremor in- his voice — 

" Yes, yes — ^I believe you are quite right — :a mother can love 
her child, though he should be chopped into mincemeat ! The 
aex get that generous feeling after they are turned of forty — ^it'a 
your yooDg woman that is particular about proportions and 
ocHrrespondents." 
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** Toa consent^ iheHf tluit lieriton Bhall hand ia the request, 
ftsitreadsr 

Pcdwarth hesitated a single instant longer, and then, as he 
remembered his distant mother (for lionel had towdied the 
right chord), his heart melted within ym. 

"^ Certainly, certainly — it migfat have been worse, as it was 
with poor Dennis — ay, let it pass for two ; it shall go hard, bat 
I find a knee to bend on the occaaioiL Perhaps, Leo, when a 
certain young lady sees I can have a *Te Denm* for my ad- 
irentnre, she may cease to think me such an object of pity as at 
fM^esent'' 

Liond bowed in silence, and the captain, taming to Agnes, 
conducted her to the sleigh with a particularly lofty air, that he 
intended should indicate his perfect superiority to the casualties 
of war. Cecil took the arm of Major Dncoln, and the whole 
party weie soon seated in the Tchide that was in waiting. 

Until this day, which was the second Sunday once his reap- 
pearance, and the first on which the weaStiier permitted him to 
go abroad, Lionel had no opportomty to obserre the altered 
population of the town. The inhabitants had gradoaOy left the 
place, some clandestinely, and others under &vor of passes from 
the royal general, until those who remained were actually out- 
niunbered by the army and its dependants. As the party ap- 
proached the '^ King's Chapel,'' the street was crowded by 
military men, collected in groups, who indulged in thoughtless 
merriment, reckless of the wounds their light conyersation in- 
flicted on the few townsmen, who might be seen moving to- 
wards the church, with deportments suited to the sdemnity 
of their purpose, and countenances severely chastened by a re- 
membrance of the day, and its serious duties. Indeed, so com- 
pletely had Boston lost that distinctive, appearance of .sobriety, 
which had ever been the care and pride of its people, in the 
levity of a garrison, that even the immediate precincts of the 
temple were not protected from the passing jest or rude mirth 
of the gay and unreflecting, at an hour when quiet was wont 
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to scttlo on the wb<»le province, as d^p as if Nature, liad ceased 
her brdinaiy functkois to unite in the worship of man. Lionel 
observe the ehange with mortiBeatbn \ nuM* did- it escape kis 
nnea^ glances, that his two female companions concealed theif 
&eeB in their muifs, as if to exdude a "view t&at brought stil 
mora pakful recollections to minds ^eatij t^ni^d in the reflecting 
habits of the country. 

' When the sleigh drew up befone the edifice, a dozen ha:nds 
were extended to iunist the ladies in 'Hieir short but difficult 
passage into the heaVy portico. Agnes coldly bow^^ her ac- 
knowledgments, observing, with an ^extremely equivocal smile, 
to one of the most assiduous of the yptmg men-^ 

" We,^^ who an accui^ODied to the c&ioiate, ^d no difficulty 
in walking on ioe, though to you fcn^g^ers it may seem so 
hazardous.'^ She then bowed, and walked grarely into the 
bosom of the church, without deigning to betiitow another glance 
to her liglithand (XT her lefL 

The maimer of Cecil, thougli more chastened and feminine^ 
and consequently more impressite^ was equally reserved* like 
her cousin, she proceeded directly to her pew^ repubing the 
attempts of those who wished to detain her a nioment in idle 
discourse^ by a lady-like propriety that cheoked the advance of 
all who approached her. In conisequenoe of the rapid move* 
ment of their companions, Lionel and Polwarth were left «mong 
the crowd of officers who thi^ingedthe entrance of the church. 
The former moved up within the ^colonnade, and passed from 
group to group, answering and maldhg the customaliry inquiries 
of men engaged in the business of war. Here, three or four 
veterans were dustered about one of 'those heavy columns, that 
were arranged in fennidable show on -three faces qi the build- 
ing, discussing, with becoming gravity, the political signs of the 
times, or the military condition of theit respective Corps. There, 
three or four unfledged boys, tricked in all the vain emblems of 
their profession, impeded the entrance of the few women who 
appeared, under the pretence of admiration for the sex, while 

12 
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Uiej aecreUy dwelt on the giitter of thor owb onMimeBtK Scat* 
tered along Uie whole extent <^ the entnaoe were other little 
kDotB ; 8<»iie listening to the idle tale of a pro&BBed jestei; some 
abusing the land in which it was their £d» to serve^ and o^besn 
reoonnting the manrek they had witnessed in distant dimes, 
and in scenes of peril which b^gared their utmost powers of 
description. 

Among such a collection it was not difBcuh^ however, to find 
a few whose views were more elevsted, and whose d^Kntment 
might be termed less offsnsiTe, either to breedb^ <Nr princi^es. 
With one c^ the gentlemen of the latter dass liond was held 
for some time in disoonrBe, in a distant pari of the portico. At 
length the sounds of the organ wexe heard issuing £x>m the 
church, and the gay parties began to separate, like men sud- 
denly reminded why they were collected in that unusual place. 
The companion of Major Lincoln had left him, and he was him- 
self following along the colonnade, which was now but thinly 
peopled, when his ear was saluted by a low voice, singing in a 
sort of nasal chant at his very elbow-^— 

^ Woe unto you, Pharisees ! for ye love the uppermoBt seats in' 
the synagc^es, and greetangs ia the market T 

Though Lionel had not heard the voice mnce the echdng cry 
had issued out of the £ital redoubt, he knew its first tones on the 
instant. Turning at this singular denundation, he behdd Job 
Bray, erect and immovable as a statue, in one of the niches in 
front of the building, whence he gave iorOi his warning voice, 
like some orade speaking to its devotees. 

^ Fellow, will no peril teach you wisdom f ' demanded Lio- 
nel ; ^ how dare you Inrave our resentment so wantonly f ' 

But his questions were imheeded. The young man, whose 
features locked pale and emadated, as if he had endured recent 
bodily disease, whose eye was glazed and vacant, and whose 
whole appearance was more squalid and miserable than usual, 
appeared perfectly indifferent to all around him. Without even 
altering the riveted gaze of his unmeaning eye, he continued^^^ 
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^ Woe unto you 1. for ye neither go in youfBelves, noittier suffei 
ye them that are entering to go in P 

*^ Art dea^ fool f " demanded Lionel. 

In an inatant the eye of the otherwaa turned on his interro- 
gator, and Major linooln felt a thrill pass through him, when 
he met the wild gleam of intelligence that lighted thjd counts 
nance of the changeling, as he continued, in the same ominoui 
tones — 

^ Whosoever shaU say to his brother, Baca, shall be in danger 
of the council ; but whosoever shall say. Thou fool, is in danger 
of hell-fire." 

For a moment Lionel stood as if spell'*bound by the manner 
of Job, while he uttered this dreadful anathema. But the in- 
stant the secret influence ceased, he tapped the lad lightly with 
his cane, and bid him descend from the niche. 

*^ Job's a prophet," returned the other, dishonoring his deda* 
ration at the same time, by lodng the singular air of mcanentary 
ioteliigenoe, in his usual appearance of mental imbedlity*--^^ its 
wicked to strike a prophet The Jews istoned the prophets, and 
beat them too." 

*' Do then as I bid you ; would you stay here to be beaten 
by the soldiers ? Go now, away : after serrioe come to me, 
and I will fiuuish you with a better coat than the garment 
you wear." 

"• 3)id you never read the good bot>k," said Job, " where it 
tells how you mus'n't take heed for food nor raiment i Nab 
says when Job dies he'll go to heaven, for he gets notCing to 
wear and but little to eat Kings wear their di'mond crowns 
and golden flauntaness ; and kings always go to the dark place." 

The kd suddenly ceased, and crouching into ihe very bottom 
of his niche, he began to play with his fingers, like an infant 
amused with the power of ezereising its own members. At the 
same m<»nent Lionel turned from him, attracted by the rattling 
of side-anns, and the tread of many feet behind him. A large 
party of officers, belonging to the staff ci the army, had paused 
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to iTueu to what- was pasaihg. Amongst t^m Lionel.recogaized, 
at the first glance, two of thexshieflkains, who, a little inadsraace 
of their attendants, were keenly, eyeing Jthe fiingular being that 
waa aquatted in the niche. Notwithstanding his surpriae, Major 
LinooUi detected die acowl that impended over the dark brow 
of the colmnander-in-chie^ while. he bowed, low, in deference to 
his rank. 

" Who is this fellow, that dare condemn the mighty ci the 
earth to such sweeping perdition I** demanded Howe — ^ his own 
sovereign amongst the number !" 

"' "lis an unfortunate being, wanting in intellect, with, whom 
accident has made me acquainted,'' returned Major lancdn ; 
'^ who hardly Jmows what he utters, and least of all in whose 
presence he haa been spealdng."' 

^ It is to such idle opinions, which ajre conceived by the de- 
igning, and circulated by the igikoraat, that we may ascribe the 
wavering allegiance of the colonies," said the Kitish general 
^ I hope you can answer for the loyalty of your singular ac- 
quaintance. Major lancet f 

Lionel was about to reply, with some little spirit, .wb^ the 
companion of the frowning chief suddenly ezclaimed-r- 

^ By the feats of the feathered. Hermesy but this is the iden- 
tical Merry-Andrew who took the flying leap from Copp\ of 
which I have already spoken to you. Am I in error,. Lincoln t 
Is not this the shouting ][)hilosopher, whose feelings were so ele- 
vated on the day of Breed's, .that he could not refrain from fly- 
mg, but who, less fortunate thau Icarus, made his: descent on 
terra firmat" 

^ I believe your memory is &ithful, sir,!' said Lionel, answer- 
tug the smile of the other; ^ the lad is often brought to trouble 
by his simplicity/' 

Burgoyne gave a gentle impulse to ihe arm he held, as if he 
thought the wifetched being before them ^unworthy of further 
consideration;' though secretly with a view' to prevent an im- 
politic exhibition of the well-known propensity of his senior to 
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push his notfons of mtlitaiy asccindency to the extreme. Peiv 
ceiving bj the still darkening look of the other that he hesi- 
tated, his ready lieutenant observed — 

>' Poorifello^ ! his treason was doubly punished, by a flight 
of some fifty leetdown the decHvity of Gopp's, stod th^ mortifi;- 
catioh <^ witniBBsing the glorious triumph of his ttiaj^ty's trooj)s. 
To such a wretch we may well afford forgiveness." 

Howe insensibly yieldad to 'the continued p)*e8siire of the 
other, and hishaard. features eren relaxed into a scowling smile, 
to he said, while turning away44^ 

^Look to your acquaintaiipe,.Majo]* Lincoln, 'ot^ bad as his 
present condition seems, he may make it worse* Sudb ktiguage 
Cannot: be tolerated in a place besieged. That is the word, I 
believe^the rebels call their mob a besieging armyi do they 
not??' ■■ ' .■•...•.. ■ 

" They do gather round bur wlnterrquarters, and claim some 
such di^tindioB'^'' ': 

^ It mtbst be acknowledged they did well on Breed's too 1 
The shabby ra&eals fought like true men**^ . 

**^ Despei^tely, and with some discretion,'' answered Burgoyne ; 
'* but it was their fortune to meet those who fought bett^, And 
with gi«ater skiH. Shall we ei^ter ?^ 

The frown was now entirely chased from the brow of the 
ehie^ who said complacently— ^ 

^Gonie^ getttlemen,'we:ar8 tardy; unless more industrious, 
we shall not be in season to pray for the king; inUbh l^eSss 
ourselves." ' . 

The whole party advanced a step, when a bustle in the rear 
announced the approach of anoth^ officer of high rank, and 
the seco&d in ^onunand' entered into the colonnade, followed 
also by the gentlemen of his family. The instant he appeared, 
Ihe self-contented look vanished from the features of Howe, who 
returned hissalikte/^th cold civility, and inimediately enleted 
thd'dHudL The quick-^tted Burgoyne again intdrposed^ and 
a^ he made way in his turn, he found means to whimper into th« 
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ear of Clinton some well-imii^ned alLufflon to the events of that 
very field, which had given birth to the heart-burnings between 
his brother generals, and had caused the feelings of Howe to be 
estranged from the man to whose assistancei he owed so much. 
Clinton yielded to the subtle infiuenoe of the flattery, and f<^ 
lowed his commander into the house of God, with a bhmd con- 
tentment that he probably mikook for a feeling much better 
suited to the jdace and the ocoasioiL As the whole groiip of 
spectators,- consisting of aids, secretaries, and idlers, without^ 
immediately imitated the example of the generals, Lionel found 
himself alone with the changeling. 

From the moment that Job discovered the vicinity of the 
English leader, to that of his disappearance, the lad remained 
literally immovable. His eye was fastened on vacancy, his jaw 
had fallen in a manner to give a look of utter mental alienation 
to his countenance ; and, in shorty he exhibited the degraded 
Hneamente and figure of a mim, without his animation or in- 
telligence. But as the last footsteps of the retiring party be- 
eame inaudible, the fear, which had put to flight the feeble in- 
tellects of the simpleton, slowly left him, and rai^ng his fiice, he 
said, in a low, growling voice — 

" Let him go out to Prospect ; the people will teach him the 
law 1" 

"Perverse and obstinate simpleton. P cried Lionel, dragging 
him, without further ceremcmy, from the niche ; ** will you per- 
severe in that £c>oliBh cry until you are whi{^)ed from reghnent 
to re^ment for your pains !** 

" You promised. Job the grannies shouldn't beat him any 
more, and Job promised to run your ar^n'ds." 

''Ay ! but unless you learn to keep silence, t>oy, 1 e^l for- 
get my promise, and give you up to the anger of all the gi*annies 
in town." 

" Well,'' said Job, brightening in his look, like a fool in his 
QzultaticHi, " they are half of them dead, at any rate : Job 
heiird the bigjcest man among 'em roar like a ravenous Hon* 



LIONEL LINCOLN. 271 

HujTAh for the Royal Irish/ but he never spoke ag'in ; though 
there wasn't any better rest for Job's gun than a dead man's 
shoulder!" i 

** Wretch I" cried Lionel, recoiling from him in hoiTor, " are 
your hands then stained with the blood of MTuse ?" 

*^ Job didn't touch him with his hands," returned the undis- 
I urbed siimpleton ; " for he died like a dog, where he fell I" 

lionel stood a moment in utter confusion of thought ; but 
hearing the infallible- evidence of the near approach of Polwarth 
in his tread, he said, in a hurried manner, and in a voice hali 
choked by ,his emotions — 

" Go, fellow, go to Mrs. Lechmere's, as I bid you : tell — ^tell 
Meriton to look to my fire." 

The lad made a motion towards obeying, but checking him- 
self^ he looked up into the £ace of the other with a piteous and 
suffering look, and said— 

'^ See, Job's numb with odd I Nab and Job can't get wood 
now ; the king keeps men to fight for it. Let Job warm his fiesh 
a little ; his. body is cold as the dead I" 

Touched to ihe heart by the request, and the helpless aspect 
of the lad, Lionel made a silent signal of assent, and turned 
quickly to meet his friend* It was not necessary for Polwarth 
to speak, in order to apprise Major Lincoln that he had over- 
heard part of the dialogue between him and Job. Hia counte- 
nance and attitude suffici^itly betrayed his knowledge, as well 
as the effect it had produced on his feelings* He kept his eyes 
on the form of the simpleton, as the lad shuffled his way 
along the icy street, with, an expression that could not easily be 
mistaken. 

"Did I not hear the name of poor Dennis?'' at length he asked. 

" 'Twas some of the idle boasting of the fool. But why are 
you not in the pew ?" 

^ The fellow is a prot^g6 of yours. Major Lincoln ; but you 
may carry forbearance too fiir," returned Polwarth, gravely. 
** I come for you, at the request of a pair of beautifrd blue eyea^ 
47 
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diai hare mquiied death, ooe that has enlved the chvreh, thk 
half honr, where and why Mi^ liaoolii has tamedJ" 

Lkxnel bowed his thanks, and affected to hmgh at the humor 
of his friend, while thej ]«ooeeded together to the pew of Mia. 
Lechmeie withont farther ddaj. 

The painfol reflectioot eidted by this inftorview with- Job^ 
gradually Tamshed ^om the nund of Lionel, as he yielded to 
the inflnenoe of the aoleiiur senrioe of the church. He heard 
the diffipob and s uppr eMed' Ixeathing of the £ur beii^ idio 
kneeled by his ade, while the minister read those thanksgivings 
which personally concerned himself, and no fittle of «arthly 
gratitode mingled with the kfiier aqiiiations <^ the yoath, as 
be listened. He canght the timid glance of the soft eye finom 
behind the fiolds of OedTs veil, as they rose, and he- took his 
seat as happy aa an ardent yonng man might well be &ncied, 
under the odnsciousness of poesessing the best affe^ons of a 
female so yonthfiil, so loYely, aiid so pure. 

Perhaps the serrioe was not altogether so eonsofing to the 
feelings of Polwarth. Aa he veoorerod his sditaiy foot again, 
with 8<wie little diflkulfy^ he cast aYOy equivocal glance at 
his ^UsnUerabered penon, hemmed aloud,: and. fiushed with a 
rattling of his wooden leg idwut the pew, that attracted the 
^ea of the wbde congreigatidn, as if he intended the ears of all 
present should bear testimony in whose beluilf their ownm had 
uttered th dr eztraordmary thanksgiyings. 

Ihe officaalii^ minist^v was £kr too di 
of his cnpeiion with, any jxolir and unweloome eodiibitions of 
the Christian's duty. The impreasiTe ddivery of his text re- 
quired one minute. Four were consumed in the exordi«n« The 
argument was ingeniously condensed into .ten more; and the 
peroration of his essay was happily concluded in four minutes 
and a half; leaving him the satisfaction of knowing, as he was 
assured by fifiky watches, and twice that number of coi^ented 
feoes^ thathe had accompiishecl his tadc by half a minute wiljiin 
the orthodox period. 
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For this exactitude he doubtless had his reward. Amoug 
other testimonials in his favor, when Polwarth shook his hand 
to thank him f<n: his kind offices in his own behalf he found 
room for a high compliment to the discourse, concluding by 
assuring the flattered divine, ''that, in addition to its other great 
merits^ it was done in beautiful time T 
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CHAPTER XX. 

* Away ; let nanght to loTc displeaslngi 
Mj Winlflneda, move your care: 
Let naaght delay the heayenly blessing, 
Nor sqaeamish pride, lior gloomy fear." 

AHONTMOU& 

It was perhaps fortunate for the tranquillity of all concemed, 
that, during this period of their opening confidence, the person 
of Mrs. Lechmere came not between the bright image of purity 
and happiness that Cecil presented in each lineament and action, 
and the eyes of her lover. The singular, and somewhat con- 
tradictory interests that lady had so often betrayed in the move* 
ments of her yotmg Hnsman, were no longer visible to awaken 
his slumbering suspicions. Even those inexplicable scenes, in 
which his aunt had so strangely been an actor, were forgotten 
in the engrossing feehngs of the hour ; or, if remembered at 
all, were only suffered to dim the pleasing pictures of his imagi- 
nation, as an airy cloud throws its passing shadows across some 
cheerful and lovely landscape. In addition to those veiy natural 
auxiliaries, love and hope, the cause of Mrs. Lechmere had found 
a very powerful assistant, in the bosom of Lionel, through an 
accident which had confined her, for a long period, not only to 
her apartment, but to her bed. 

On that day, when the critical operation was performed on 
the person of Major Lincoln, his aunt was known to have 
awaited the result with intense anxiety. As soon as the favor- 
able termination was reported to her, she hastened towards his 
room with an unguarded eagerness, which, added to the gene- 
ral infirmities of her years, had nearly cost the price of her life* 
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tltsr foot became entangled in her train, in ascending the stairs, 
but disregarding the warning cry of Agnes Danforth, with that 
sort of reckless vehemence that sometimes broke through the 
formal decorum of her manners, she sustained, in consequence, 
a ML that might well have proved fatal to a much younger 
woman. The injury she received was severe and internal ; and 
the inflammation, though not high, was sufficiently protracted 
to arouse the apprehension of her attendants. The sjrmptoms 
were, however^ now abating, and her recovery no longer a mat- 
ter of question* 

As Lionel heard this from the lips of Cecil, the reader will 
not imagine the effect produced by the interest his aunt took in 
his welfEoe was at all lessened by the source whence he de- 
rived his knowledge. Notwithstanding Cecil dwelt on such 
a particular evidence of Mrs. Lechmere's attachment to her 
nephew with much earnestness, it had not escaped Major Lin- 
coln, that her name was but seldom introduced in their frequent 
conversations, and never, on the part of his companion, without 
a guarded delicacy that appeared sensitive in the extreme. As 
their confidence, however, increased with their hourly communi- 
cations, he began gently to lift the veil which female reserve had 
drawn before her inmost feelings, and to read a heart whose 
purity and truth would have repaid a more difficult investigation. 

When the party returned from the church, Cecil and Agnes 
immediately hastened to the apartment of the invalid, leaving 
Lionel in possession of the little wainscoted parlor by himself; 
Polwarth having proceeded to his own quarters, with the assist- 
ance of the himter. The young man passed a few minutes in 
pacing the room, musing deeply on the scene he had witnessed 
before the church ; now and then casting a vacant look on the 
fanciful ornaments of the walls, among which- the armorial 
bearings of his own name were so frequent, and in such honor- 
able situations At length he heard that light footstep approach, 
whose sound had now become too well known to be mistaken, 
and in another instant he was joined by Miss Dynevor^ 



276 tiasriL LINCOLN. 

^ Mi«. LeciujaQre," be said, leading her to a settee, and pla- 
cing himself by her side-?-^ you found her better^ I trust T 

" So ¥^ell, that, she intends advlBnturing, this morning, an in- 
terview with your own focinidabie self. Indeed, Liond, you 
have every reason to be grateful for the deep interest my grand- 
mother takes in your welfiaffe. Ill as she has been, her inquiries 
in your behalf wjve ceaseless ;'and I. have known, her refuse to 
answer any questions about her. own critioal condition, until her 
physician had relieved her .anxiety eohceming yours.** / 

As Cecil spoke, the tears rushed into her eyes, aiid her l^ooih 
deepened with the strength of her feelings. . 

''It is to yoUi» then, that much of my gratitude is due," 
returned Liouel ; ^ for, by permitting me to blend mylotwith 
yours^I find neW value in her eyes; Have you acquainted Mm. 
Lechmere with the fuU extent of my presumption ? She knows 
of our engagement r ; ^ , . 

^ Could I.4o otherwise t While your life waa in perii^ I con- 
fined the knowledge pf iny ^kterestin ycmr situation to my own 
breast; butifheqi we w;ete flattered with the hopes of a recoveiy, 
I placed your letter in the hands of my natyral adviser, and 
have the consc^ation of knowing, that she improves of niy — 
what shall I odl it^ Lionel ?-^Would not folly be the. better 
word?" 5 

"' Call it what you will^ so you do not. disavow it. I ,have 
hitherto forborne inquii^g into the.viewsi of Mrs. L^ehmere, in 
tenderness to her situation ; but J tnay flatter myself Cecil, that 
she will not reject me I" . . 

For a single instant the blood rushed tumuHuousIy over the 
fine coun^nance of Miss Dynev<K, suffusing even bet temples 
and forehead with its healthful btoom ; but, as she cast a re- 
proachful glance at her lorer, it deserted even her cheeln, while 
she answered calmly, though with a slight exhibition of dis- 
pleasure in her air-^ 

''It may have been the misfortune of my grandmother to 
view the head of her own family with too partial eyes ; but^ if 
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it be flo^ her reward should not be distrt)$t Thie weakness is, I 
dare toj, rery naturaili though not le^ a tnreakness." 

For the first tme Lionel fullj eomprehended the c$.v^ of 
that variable manner, with which C^l had received hia atten- 
tions, until interest vx his, person had stifled her s^ositive feel- 
ings. Without^ howeter^ betraying ;the leaat oonsoiouan^sQ oi 
his intelligence, he answei^ed — 

" Gratitude does not deserve so forbidding; a name as dis- 
trust; nor mil yamtj pemut me toodtpartidit^ iu my £avor a 
weakness,^ 

^The word is a good and a safe term, as applied to poor 
humain natutej' said ^^ecil, Sfloiltfig Once more with all her native 
sweeiaiess^ '^ and you Inajr piosfiibly ove^ook it,^ when you i?&collect 
that our foiUei af^ sometUn^ h^rei^t^J^ . , 

:'^ I^pftrdon your utnldnd suspioiou f<^ that g^tle ac^owli^- 
ioeht; : But I may 1x0% without hesitatioq, apply ^ your grand- 
mo^hir £>f h^r qqoaehti tcf.bul: inotmediiite union r 

^ You If ould not 'have your <^pitMb»u<Uin su^g» whetoi^ at the 
next moment, you may be required : t€» listen: to- the ditge of 

^* The very reaspn you urg!e ugain^t o^pr iaarp2(gsB,indjUbQe& m(b 
to |»*eiei.it), Qecil^ iM the season adi^l^ioeQ) this playi OjT wa^ 
must end; > ^ Howe wiU either budajk out of his bounds^ aUd drive 
the AiiieiiQ^sa fl^Om th^.hills^.Or seek some t^th^i? point for more 
active wa^&re^ Jq eith^ case you w<m]d be left in a[ distracted 
and ditided 4^unt9fy, at aii age too tender for your own safety, 
rather the guardian 'than the ward of your helpless 'parent. 
Suifely, Geciii y^J^ wotdd not hesitate to accept of i^ji protec- 
tion at ftuoh a eriais, I hiui almost dared to sf^, in tenderness to 
youl^l^ as Well a|^ t^ my le^ingSf'' ■ 

'^ 8a^ on,'' fihe answered;-**! admke your ingwiuity^ if not 
your argument. In the first ^laoe, however^ { dp. :not believo 
yO!ur general .o^n drive the Amerieana firom thf^r post so easily ; 
for, '^7 & ^^ simple process in figures^ that even litEndefistandf 
you may find, that if one hill costs so many hundred meuy that 
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the purchase of the whole would be too dear. Naj, lion^ do 
not look do grave, I implore you I Surely, surely, you do not 
think I would speak idly of a battle that had nearly cost your 
life, and — and — ^my happiness." 

*^ Say on,'' sidd lionel, instantly diwniflsiag the momentary 
cloud from his brow, and amiling fondly in her anxious &oe ; 
"I admire your casuistry, and worship your feeling; but can 
also deny yout argument." 

Reassured by his voice and manner, after a moment of ex- 
treme agitation, she continued, in the same playful tones as 
before — 

" But we will suppose all the hills won, and the American 
chie^ Washington, who, though nothing but a rebel, is a very 
respectable one, driven into the country with his army at his 
heels ; I trust it is to be done without the assistance of the 
women I Or, should Howe remove his forces, as you inti- 
mate, will he not leave the town behind him f In either case, 
I should remain quietly where I am ; safe in a British garrison, 
or safer among my countrjntnen." 

^ Cecil, you are alike ignorant of the dangers and of the rude 
lawlessness of war. Though Howe should abandon the place, 
'twould be only for a time : believe me, tiie ministry will never 
yield the possesion of a town like this, which has so long dared 
their power, to men in arms against their lawful prince.^ 

**' You have strangely forgotten the last six mcAths, lionel, or 
you would not accuse me of ignorance of the misery that war 
can inflict" 

''A thousand thanks for the kind admission, dearest Cecil, as 
well as for the hint," said the young man, shifting the ground 
of his argument with the consistency, as well as the readiness 
of a lover ; ** you have owned your sentimeiits to me, and would 
not refuse to avow them again !" 

^ Not to one whose self-esteem will induce him to forget the 
weakness ; but, perhaps, I might hesitate to do such a silly thing 
before the world." 
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"^ I will then put it to your heart,'' he oontinued, witLoat re- 
garding the smiling coquetry she had affected. ** Believing the 
best, you wM admit that another battle would be no strange 
occurrence ?" 

She raised her anxious looks to his fiice, but remained silent. 

" We both know, at least I know, from sad experience, that 
I am &r from being invulnerable. Now answer me, Oedl, — 
not as a female, struggling to support the false pride of her sex, 
but as a woman, generous and full of hearty like youTseli^ — 
were the events of the last six months to recur, whether woidd 
you live them over affianced in secret, or as an acknowledged 
wife, who might not blush to show her tenderness to the 
world r 

It was not until the large drops, that glistened at his words 
upon the dark lashes of Miss Dynevor, were shaken from the 
tremulous fringes that concealed her eyes, that she looked up, 
blushing, into his face, and said — 

^ Do you not then think that I endured enough, as one who 
felt herself betrothed ; but that closer ties were necessary to fill 
the measure of my ffiffering ?" 

"' I cannot even thank you as I would for those flattering 
tears, until my question is plainly answered.** 

"' Is this altogether generous, Lincoln 9" 

^ Perhaps not in appearance, but sincerely so in truth. By 
heaven, Cecil, I would shelter and protect you from a rude con- 
tact with the world, even as I seek my own happiness !*' 

Miss Dynevor was not only confused, but distressed; she 
however said, in a low voice — 

^ Yott forget, Major Lincoln, that I have one to consult^ with- 
out whose apiHTobation I can promisei nothing.'' 

^ WiU you, then, refer the questioDL to her wisdom f Should 
Mrs. Leehmere approve of our immediate union, may I say to 
her, that you authorize me to ask it f 

Cecil said nothing ; but smiling through her tears, she per- 
mitted Lionel to take her hand in a manner that a much less 
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•angume man would hate found no difficulty in construing into 
an tdmnt 

" Come, then,'' he cried, let ua hasten to the apai^ment ot 
Mrs. Lechmere ; did you not say she expected me I'' 8he suf- 
fered him to draw her arm through his own, and lead her from 
the room. Notwithstanding the buoyant hopes with which 
Lionel conducted his companion thioi^h the passages of the 
house^ he did not. approach the chamber of Mrs. Lechmere 
without some inward repugnance; It was not possible to forget 
entirely all that had so feoently passed, or to still, effectually, 
those dark suspicions which had been once awakened within his 
boscnn. His purpose, hvwerer, bore him onward, and H/ glance 
at the trembling being, who now absolutely leaned on him for 
support, droTC erery coiDsiderotion, in which she did not form a 
most prominent party from his mind. 

Thei enfeebled appearance ol the iniralid^ with a sudden recol- 
lection that she had sustained so miich, in conse^fHenoe of her 
anxiety in his own behali^ so far aided the caiise of his aimt, 
that the young man ncit only met her with cordiality, but with 
a feeling akin to gratitude. ' 

The indispoBitiondf Mrs. Lechmere had now continued for 
several weeks, and ber features, aged and sui^n as they were, 
by the general decay of nature, affi>Tded strong additional testi- 
monj of the severity of her riepent illness. iHer &ce, besides 
being paler and more emaciated than usualy had catight that 
anxious expression, which great iad: protracted bodily aihng is 
apt to leave on the' human countenance. Her brow was, how- 
ever, smooth and satisfied, unless -at moments, when aal^ht and 
involuntary play of the muscles' betrayed that fleeting ^pains 
continued, at short intervak, to remind her of h^^ illness.- She 
•'eceived her visitors with a «&iile that wasrsofter and 'more cbn- 
eihating than, usual, and whddi the pallid and careworn appearw 
ance of her features rendered deeply impressive. - 

^ It is kind, oousin Lionel,'' she said, extending* her withelred 
nahdto her young kinsman, "^iii the side to come thus to visit 
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the well. For after so long apprehending the worst on ybni 
account^ I cannot consent that my trifling injury should be men- 
tioned before your more serious wounds." 

^ Would, madam, that you had as happily recovered from 
their effects as myself," returned Lionel^ taking her hand, and 
pressing it with great sincerity. ^ I shall never forget that you 
owe your illness to anxiety for me.'' 

^ Let it pass, sir ; it is natural that we should feel strongly in 
behalf of those we love, t have }ived to see you well again, 
and, God willing, I shall live to see this wicked rebellion crushed." 
She paused; and sjm^ng for a moment on the young pair who 
had approached her couch, she continued, >^ Cecil haa told me 
all, Major Lincoln." ^ 

^ No, not all, dear madam," interrupted Lionel; *^I have 
something yet to add ; and in the commencement, I will, own 
tiiat I d^nd altogether on your pity and judginent to support 
my pretensions.'^ 

^ Pretensions is an- injndidotis word, cousin liond ; ^here 
there is a pesrfect equality of. birth, educsttibn, and virtues, and, 
I may say, considering the difference in the sexes, of fortune 
too, it may amount to claims ; but pretensions is mi etsprenaon 
too ambiguous. Cecil, my child, go to my £brary ; in the 
small, secret drawer of my escritoire, you Will find a paper bear- 
ing your ]!iame; read it, my lotre^ and ^e^ bring it' hither." 

She motioned to libnel to be seated, aadd when ihe door had 
closed on the retiring form of Ce^, she resumed the conversar 
tion. •• ■ •.:■:.■ --• • I . • 

''As we are about to speak of buednese, the i3on(iiSed gtri may 
as well be relieved. Major Lincoln. What is this particular 
avor that 1 shall be required to yield f 

^ Like any other sturdy mj^ndicant, trho may have already 
partaken largely of your bounty, I xsome to beg the imsnediate 
ffft of the last and greatest boon you can bestow." 

''My grandchild. There is no necessity for useless raaarves 
between usj cousin Lionel, for you wiU remember that I too am 
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a Liucolo. Let us then speak freely, like two friends, wLo hare 
niet to determine on a matter equally near to the heart of each." 

" Such is my earnest wish, madam. I have been urging on 
Miss Dynevor the peril of the times, and the critical situation of 
the country, in both of which I have found the strongest rea- 
sons for our immediate union." 

"And Cecil—?" 

"Has been like hersdf — ^kind, but dutiful. She refers me 
entirely to your decision, by which alone she consents to be 
guided." 

Mrs. Lechmere made no immediate reply, but her features 
pow^ully beti'ayed the inward Workings of her mind. It cer- 
tainly was not displeasure that caused her to hesitate, her hol- 
low eye lighting with a gleam of satisfaction that could not be 
mistaken ; neither was it uncertainty, for her whole countenance 
seemed to express rather the uncoatroUable agitation which 
might accompany the sudden accomplishment of long-desired 
ends than any doubt as to their prudence. Gradually her agita- 
tion subsided; and as her feelings became more natural, her 
hard eyes jSlled with tears, and when she spoke, there was a 
Bofbiess mingled with the tremor of her voicet that Lionel had 
nerer before witnessed. 

" She is a good and a dutiful child, my own, my obedient 
Cecil I She will brii^ you no wealth. Major lincoln, that will 
be esteemed among your hoards, nor any proud title to add to 
the lustre of your honorable name ; but she will bring you what 
b as good, if not better — ^nay, I am sure it must be better — ^a 
pure and virtuous heart, that knows no guile," 

"A thousand and a thousand times more estimable in my 
eyes, my worthy aunt I" cried Lionel, melting before the touch 
of nature, which had so ^ectually seined the harsh feeUngs of 
Mrs. Lechmere; "let her cpme to my arms pennyless, and 
without a name ; she will be no less my wife — ^no less her own 
•DYaUiAble selL" 

" I spoke only by comparison, Major Lincoln : the child cf 
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Colonel DyneTor, and the granddaughter of the Lord Viscount 
Cardonnell, can hare no cause to blush for her lineage ; neither 
will the descendant of John Lechmere be a dowerkss bride. 
When Cecil shall become Lady Lincoln, she need nerer wish to 
conceal the escutcheon of her own ancestors under the bloody 
hand of her husband V 

^ May hearen long ayert the hour when either of us may be 
required to use the symbol I" exclaimed Lionel. 

^ Did I not understand aright 9 was not your request for an 
instant marriage 9" 

" Never less in error, my dear madam ; but you surely do 
not forget that one lives so mutually dear to us, who has every 
reason to hope for many years of life ; and I trust, too, of hap- 
piness and reason." 

Mrs. Lechmere looked wildly at her nephew, and then passed 
her hand slowly before her eyes, from whence she did not with- 
draw them imtil a universal shudder had shaken the whole- of 
her enfeebled frame* 

'^ You are rights my young cousin,^ she said, smiling faintly; 
" I believe my bodily weakness has impaired my memory. I 
was indeed dreaming of days long since past You stood be- 
fore me in the image of your desolate fkther, while Cecil bore 
that of her mother — ^my own long-lost but wilful Agnes ! Oh ! 
she was my child I my child I and God has forgotten her faults 
in mercy to a moihCT's prayers." 

Lionel recoiled a step before the wild energy of the invalid's 
manner, in speechless amazement A flush had passed into her 
pallid cheeks, and as she concluded, she clasped her hands 'be- 
fore her, and sunk on the pillows which supported her back. 
Large insulated tears fell from her eyes, and, slowly moving 
over her wasted cheeks, dropped singly upon the counterpane. 
Lionel laid his hand upon the mghtrbell, but an expresdve ges- 
ture from his aunt prevented his ringing. 

*^ I am well again," she said; ''hand me the restorative by 
ycvr Bide." 
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Mrs. Lecbmere drank freely from tlie glass, and in ianoth^ 
minute her agitation subsided^ her features settling into their 
rigid con>posure, and her eye resuming its hard expressioil, as 
though nothing had ocourred to disturb her usual cr>ld and 
worldly look. 

*' You see how much better youth can endure the ravages of 
disease than age, by my i»resent weakness, Major Lincoln," she 
continued ; ^ but let vA tetum to other and more agreeable sub- 
^ts — ^you have not only my consent, but iny wish,! that you 
should wed my grandchild. It is a happiness that I have rather 
hoped for than dared to expect, and I will freely add, 'tis a con- 
summation of my wishes that wiU render the ereniag of my 
days not only happy, but UesSed." 

^Then, dearest madam, why should it be delayed Y-^^'fio one 
tsan say what a day may l»itig forth, tit siidi a. time 'as this,' and 
the moment of bustle and action is not the hour' to register the 
marriage vOws." ; i , 

After musing a moment, Mrs. Lechmere replied^^i 

^ We have a good and holy custom in this xetigious' province, 
of <^toosing the day which the Lord has i^ apart for lida own 
exeltisiye wo):Ship as that on which tb enter 'into the honorable 
stat^ bf matriibony,, Choose, then, between this orrlhe; next 
Sabbath fw yotat ttupMs." 

What^^ver might be i the atdor !of the - joiing inan, he was a 
little surprised at the shortness'jDfthe 'fotaD^riperiod^; /but the 
pride of hic^ B^ would not admit of any hesitation. 

** Let it be thii diay, if Miss Bynevoroan be brooght freely to 
consent." • •: • ■ '. ; '■■■■' r ..•--■■.••.■•',.. • 

*^ Here then she cc^mea to tell' jou that,:at my reqnesi, she 
does. Oedl, my owA sweet dhild,! hare proknised Major lAu'* 
yibx that you will become his wile this day." ! 

Miss Dynevor, who had idvaaced into the' oentre of the loom, 
before she heard the purp<Mt of this speech^ stopped abort, andf 
stood like a beautiful statue, ex^veesing astonishnitot and: dis- 
may. Her color went and came with alarming quidmess, and 
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the paper fell from her trembling hands to heir f(^t, which ap* 
peared riveted to the floor. 

" To^lay r* she repeated, in a roieo barely audihle-^^did you 
gay toi^lay^ my grandmother f . 

" £.7en to-day, my childJ' 
; ^ Why thia reluctance, this alarm, Cecil P said lionel, ap 
prbaching, aiid leading her. geintly to a seat. *f You know the 
peril of the timaa — you haye condescended ' to own . your senti- 
mentsrrr-oonsider ; the winter is bueaking, and the first thaw can 
lead to evehts which may entirely alter our situatioiu" 

^AIL these may hare weight in yonr eyes, Major: Lincoln,*^ 
intenrupted Mrs. Lechmere^ in a voice whose maribed solemnity 
drew the attention of her hearers ; '' but I have other and ideepei 
motives. Have I not already proved the dangers and the evils 
of delay t Ye are young, and ye are virtuous; why should ye 
not be hsiffj f . Cecil, if you love: and revere me^ as I think you 
do, yott will become his wife this day." 

^ Let me have time to think, dearest grandmother. The tie 
is so new and so solemn I Major Iincoln,-^*dear Lionel,*->-you 
are not wont to be ungenerous; I throw myself on your, kind- 
ness P 

Lionel did not speak, and Mrs. Lechmere calmly answered-— 

^ Tis not at his, but my request^ that you will comply.** 

Miss DyAevor rose from her seat by the side of lionel, with 
an air of offended deHcacy, and said, with a mournful smile, to 
herloveiv^ 

' '^ QlneSB has rendered my good mother timid and weak — will 
you excuse my desire to be alone with. her f 

^ I leavie you, Cecil,r he said, ^ but if you ascribe my silence 
to any other motive than, tenderness to your feelings, you are 
unjust both to yourself and me.*' 

She expressed her gratitude only in .her looks, and he imme^ 
diately withdrew, to await the result ci their eonvensation in his 
own apartment The half hour that Lionel passed in his cham* 
her seemed half a year; but at the expiration of that short pe- 
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nod. of timey Meiiton came to amKHmoe that Mi&, Ledunero 
desired his presence again in her room. 

The first ghmee of her eye aasnred Major lincohi that hia 
cause had triumphed. His aunt had sunk hack on her pillows^ 
with her countenance set in a calcuhiting and rigid expreasiony 
which indicated a satisfaction so selfish that it almost induced 
the joong man to regret she had not iaikd. But when his 
eyes met the tearftd and timid glances of the hkishing Ceeil, he 
fi^t that, provided she could he his without violenoe to her feel« 
ings, he cared but little at whose instigation she had oopsented* 

^ K I am to read my &te by your goodness, I know I may 
hope," he said, advandng to her side — ^^if m my own deserts, 
I am left to despair." 

^ Perhaps 'twas foolish, Lincoln," she said, smying tfaroogh 
her tears, and firankly placing her hand in his, " to hesitate 
about a few days^ when I feel ready to devote my life to your 
happiness. It is the wish of my grandmother that I place my^- 
self under your protecti<m." 

^ Then this evening unites us ferever t" 

^ There is no obhgBtion on yoor gallantry, that it should posi» 
tiyely take place this rery evening, if any or the least difficulties 
present." 

^ But none do, nor can," interrupted Lion^ "• Happily the 
marriage fcmns of the colony are ample, and we enjoy the con- 
sent of all who have any right to interfere." 

^ Go, then, my children, and complete your brief arrange* 
meats," said Mrs. Lechmere : ^' -tis a solomi knot that ye tie! 
it must, it will be happy I" 

Lionel pressed the hand of his intended bride, and withdrew ; 
and Cecil, throwing herself into the arms of her gran^nother, 
gave vent to her feelings in a burst of tears. Mrs. Lechmere 
did not repulse her child ; oa the contrary, she pressed her once 
(Mr twice to her heart; but still an observant spectator might 
have seen that her looks betrayed more of worldly pride, than of 
those natural emotions which such a scene ought to have excited 



LIOJIXL LIKCOLN, 387 



CHAPTER XXI. 



\ 



** Come) friar Fxanctai be brief ; only to the pUln f<Nrm of manlege.* 

MCOH ADO ABOOT KOTBIIIO. 

Major Lincoln had jusUy said, the laws regulating marriagei 
in the Massachiisetts, which were adapted to the in&nt state of 
the country, threw hut few impediments in the way of the in- 
difisolnhle connection. Cecil had, however, heen educated in 
the hosom of the English Church, and she dung to its forms 
and ceremonies with an affection that may easily be accounted 
f<ff in their soknmity and beauty. Notwithstanding the colo* 
nists oflben chose the weekly festival for their bridak, the rage 
ci reform had excluded the altar fixxn most of their temples, 
and it was not usual with them to celelMrate their nuptials in 
the places of public worship. But there appeared so much of 
unreasonable haste, and so little of due preparation, in her own 
case, that Miss Dynevor, amicus to give all solemnity to an act, 
to whose importance she was senably alive, expressed her desire 
to pronoimce her vows at that altar where she had so long been 
used to worship, and under that roof where she had already, 
since the rising of the sun, poured out the thanksgivings of her 
pure spirit in behalf of the man who was so soon to become her 
husband. 

As Mrs. Lechmare had declared that the agitation of the day 
and her feeble condition must unavoidably prevent her witness* 
ing the ceremony, there existed no sufficient reason for not in- 
dulging the request of her grandchild, notwithstanding it was 
not in strict accordance with the customs of the place. But 

being married at the altar, and being married in public, were 
48 
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not similar duties ; and in order to effect the one and avoid Uie 
other, it was necessary to postpone the ceremony until a late 
hour, and to clothe the whole in a cloak of mystery, that the 
otherwise unembarrassed state of the parties would not have re- 
quired. 

Miss Dynevor made no other confidant than her cousin. Her 
feelings being altogeth^ elevated above the ordinarily idle con- 
siderations which are induced by time and preparations on such 
an occasion, her brief arrangements were soon ended, and she 
awaited the appointed moment without alarm, if not without 
emotipm 

Lionel hud! much more to perform. He Jaiew.that the least 
intimatiQu of such a. scene would collect a ouriotis and a dis- 
agreeable crowd arQ«ad and in the church, and he therefore de^ 
t^rmiped. thi$t his plana ahould be arranged in silence, and man- 
aged secretly^ In order to .prevent a sui^ae, Meriton waa sent 
to the , clergynum, requesting, him to appoint an hour' in the 
evening when he could give an interview to Major lincolu. He 
was aiisF0i:Qd that at any. moment after hineo*ck)ck Dr, Liturgy 
would be Keleaeied from the duties of: the day, and in readiness 
tp rec^ve h^ Theiie was so altematiYe; and ten was the 
time mentioned to Cecil when she was liequested to meet him 
before the altar« Major lincdn distrusted a little the discretion 
of Polwartbf and he contented himself with merely telling his 
fi-iend that he was to be married that evening, and that he must 
be careful to repair to Tremont-street in order to give away .the 
bride, appointing an. hour suffidentlyeaiiy for all the subsequent 
movemisnta. His groom and his valet had their rei^pective and 
separate orders, and long before the important moment, he had 
every thing arranged, as he believed, beyoiid the possilulity of a 
disappointment. 

Perlu^ there was something a little romantic, if not diseased, 
in the mind of Lionel that caused him to derive a secret pleasiue 
from the hidden movements he contemplated. He was certainly 
not entirely free from a touch of that melancholy and morbid 
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Innnor winch: lias been mentionfid as the ehanicterirtio of his 
race, nor did he always feel the less happy beoaiise lie wasf a 
lilQe miaerabie. Howeirer, either by ihiaJaotivits^ of intellect or 
tliai excellent training in life he hijd uoclei'gone, by being i»- 
qiiiied to act eady forhunael^ he had.8o.fiur'fliiooe4ididd in quell- 
ittg the evU ipimt wiihin hixi^asita sendfritf, inBiienoe. quite 
imperceptible to others, and nearly so to himseK It had, in 
fine, left ini^ what wb haTe endeavoired to tepresent . him iA tjhese 
pflgea*-**liot .a bhbi without faults, bntifiertaiuly^oue of jtoany 
high and generous .viHnes. . 

An the day dvew to a ^ose,.the amall-fftinily party.in Tremontr 
street collected, in their usual manner, to partake of the ev^^ning 
vepasA^ whidi was ciHB^on thfonghont'theeolopaeB at that 
period.' 'Cecil waa p^ and. at times, a aKght tremot was per* 
oeptible in the httfe ikand whick^didv the .offices of ..th4.t4ble ; 
bat. ther^ was a forced dtlmneas . aeaftBd- uk hex.hvmd ey^.'tbiJt 
betajkittadihe lesbltiiion she. had smiwioiied to her assistance in 
(»der to conqdy with! tii« wishes of her grandmbther; Agnes 
Danforth was silent and observant, though an occasional look, 
•if moiethan usual meaning, betoyed what she thought of the 
mystery and suddenness of the approitohiiig nuptials^ : H wbuld 
seem, howeyer, that the importaiice^of thes^ she. wifts about to 
take had served! to raise the bride aboi^e the little affidotations of 
her sex; f6r sheapdbecf the pr^pacatioos liket <iM trlfo ovned 
hei' kitefest in dieir oompletid% audfwhb '4v;<^.drei49d Hhiii 
som^faingmightyet oociir to.niai!ithem*; . 

^K I were superstitious, and'bad.fiiith m dmens, Lincoln,'' 
she said, ''the hour and the weatbft mif^t well inthpidate me 
ftom taking this step. See, the wiiAl iifthWy blpwa across the 
ehdleai wasteii of the oceait, and: tba 'Wow. is drivtug through 
Ae streets in "whirlwinda P 

. 'i' It is not yet too late to cOunteriiUiBd.|ny .<»4^(9, Cecil," h(^ 
said, regaiding her anxiously ; ^ I haVe ma<delill my movementi 
so like a great commander, th^ H is iwea^ Ui retrcgrade as to 
•dyance.'' 

13 
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^ Woald yon then retreat before one so little formidable aii 
I ?'*' dbe retumed, smiling. 

'^ You surely undentand me as wishing only to change the 
place of oyr nuHrriage. I dread exposing you and our. kind 
cousin to the tempest, which, as you say, after Awe^ng orei 
the ocean so long, appears rej<»ced to find knd ob which to ^«' 
pend its fury.'* 

^I have not sdficonstrued your- meaning,' Lionel, nor must 
you be mistaken in mine. I will become your wife to-night^ 
and cheerfully too ; for what reason jcan I have. to doubt you 
now move than formerly ! But my tows :mu9i bci offered at/the 
altar.** 

Agnes, peroeiTing that her consia Bpdk» with Jt suppjttssed 
emotion that made uttemnoe diflficiilty gayly interci^ed her — 

'^And as for the snow, you know Httle of Boston girls^ if you 
think' an idde has any tenors fop tbenu I irow^Oecil^ I <k> 
think you and I haV-e been gmlty, whenrcbildfen^ of coasting in 
a hand-sled, down the side of BeacoD,']n.awbrBe. fluny than 
this.** 

^ We- were guilty of many mad and siliy ihings at. <tva ikai 
might not grace twenty, Agnes." 

^* Lord, how like a- matron she speaks already !" .interrupted 
the otlier, throwing up her eyes and clasping her. hands in af* 
fected adiniradon: '^nothing short 6t the <^urch wffi satisfy so 
discreet a dame. Major linooln 1 so dismiss, your caires <m her 
account, and be^n to enumerate the doaks and OYeieQats neces- 
sary to your own preservation..' . I . • 

Lionel made a Hvely reply, when x dial<^ue of some spirit 
ensued between him and Agnes, to which * even Cecil listened 
with a beguiled eaa*. Wh^i- the evening had advanced^ PoU 
warth made his appearance, suitably attired, and with- a face 
that was sufficiently knowing and important for the loccasion. 
IThe {Presence of the captain reminded Lionel of the hiteness of 
the* hour, and without delay, he hastened to oommunieade bia 
plans to his friend. 
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At a few minutes before ten, Polwarih was to accompany the 
ladies in a covered sleigh to the chapel, which was not a stone's 
tii&FOw from their residence, where the bridegroom was to be in 
readiness to receive them, with the divine. Referring the cap- 
tain: to Meriton for farther instructions, and without waiting to 
hear llie other express his amazement at the. singularity of the 
plan. Major Lincoln said a few words of tender encouragement 
to Oedl, looked at his watch, and throwing his cloak around 
Mm, took his hat, and departed. 

We shall leave Polwaith endeavoring to extract the meaning 
of all these mystfldous movements from the wilful and amused 
Agnes (Oecii having retii^ also), and accompany the bride- 
groom in hift progress tbtirards ihe residence of the divine. 

Major Lincoln found the streets entirely deserted. The night 
was not dark, for a Mi moon was wading among the volumes 
of clouds^ which drove before the tempest in dark and threaten* 
ing masses, that contrasted singularly and wildly to the light 
covering of the hills and buildings of the town. Occasionally 
the gusts of the wind would lift eddying wreaths of fine snow 
fi!iMA some rob^ and whole squares were wrapt in mist as the 
frozen vapor whistled by. At times, the gale howled among 
the chimneys and turrets, in a steady, sullen roaring ; and there 
were again mommits when the element appeared hushed, as if 
its fury were expended, and winter, having worked its might, 
was yieldii^ to the steady, but insensible advances of spring. 
There was something in the season and the hour peculiarly in 
consonance with the excited temperament of the young bride- 
groom. Ev^i the solitude of the streets, and the hollow rush- 
mg of the winds, the fieeting and dim light of the moon, which 
afforded passing glimpses of smrounding objects, and then was 
bid behind a dark veil of shiiUng vapor, contributed to his pleas- 
ure. He made his way through the snow, willi that species of 
ttem joy, to which all are indebted, at times, for momenta of 
wild and pleasing self-abandonment. His thoughts' vaciyated 
between the purpose of the hour, and the unlooked-for coinci- 
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dence of circumstaooes/tbat bad doihed it in. a dren^ <^ siuch 
romantic mysteiy. OoQd or twice a paiJ^ ted .dark tlicHigbt^ 
connected witb tbo secret of Mrs, Jjecbniei^'ii. life). tpiuidr its niay 
among his more pleaaiog yisiotia, bttt^ it(,wa$. <|^leUjr ^smAJkom 
bis mind by tbe.imyagieof ber who ai^tedhipmpy«aapbwb( itta«ob 
confiding faith, and w^tbk such secure aiid dependent' affa^oii. 

As the residence of Dr. liturgy, was 0)1.^ NottiiHeiad^ wbi<ib 
was then one of the fashionable quasTtera of jth^ Uywi, tlie ^ 
tanc« required that Lionel shoidd be dil%ent|;|n cirder to be 
punctual to his appointn^nt. You^g^ acfir^ ai»i:fiHU 'qi hope, 
be passed along the unequ^ pay^nentft wi|;I^ great. rapidSjby, ai|d 
had the datislactifQii of perceiving by hie^waticih^ylieGi. Admitted 
to the. presence of ,the clergymiin, that bia. speed. ;hikl etem out- 
9tHpped, the ]»x>T^l;]&al fl^fetiieas of tim^ itselC : 

The reyerend gei^tle^ouan was in hia. fi£u4yy colis^Ui(g himself 
for the ardiioucr dutied <^ tJlie dajr, witii. tlj^.c^mfotia of a Urge 
eiisy^sh^ir, a wai^ fli$, add « fiitcber fiUed with . a . mixture of 
cidepr and ginger, togetbet! with ofJ^r iutictes that Would ba?e 
done cr^t to the knomdedge of f olwartb ill. sp}^^^ His full 
and decorous trig waa replaced by a,lr<^t: cap^' hia ahoea i^ere 
unbu^ed, and hia heeb releni^d.from ^t^emeni : In short, 
all his arrapgementa w^re those of a knaaa wbo^ having endured 
a day of labor, waa resolved to prove jlbe enjoyments oi an even- 
ing of . rest. Hia pipe, ihOifgh filed, and On the little table by 
his ride, was not %bt$d,in coitpliikipnt to the. guest he ejqiected 
at that hour. A^ he y^aa: di^tly acquainted vMJ^ Major lauf 
coin, no introdqctibii was necessary, and thie two gentlemea 
were soon seated; the, one eudeavoring to ov«r(k>me the ^oabar- 
rassment he felt on retelling bis singubuf ^:i^d, and the other 
waiting, in no Uttle curioe[ity,:to leam the readoi^wJiiy a member 
(^ Parliatnent, and the heir of teo thousand a ffaa\ sbould come 
abroad on such an unpropitious night 

At length Lionel succeeded in making the astonished priest 
undeitatand his wishes, and paused to hea^ the expected ap{nro' 
bation of his proposal* 



LIONEL Ll'NCOLJi^. 2&0 

Dr. liUugy had listened with tlie most profoand attention, as 
if to catdb some Qlue to explain the mystery of the extraorctinary 
prooeedisgy and ^h^i tiie young man conekided, he uneda- 
sdously lighted his pipe^ and hegan to thro^ <mt large-clouds 
of smoke, like a man who felt -there was a deiign.to abridge his 
pleasures, and .who* was consequently determined- to ms^ the 
most of his time. 

" Married 1 To be married in church I and after iiie night 
lecture ?*' he nauttei^ in a low yoice between his long-drawn 
jMifi^ ^ ^Tis my duty— certamly — Majpr Lincoln — to many my 
parishioners — ^ 

^ In the preset instftnce, as I know my request to be irregular, 
sir,*^ interrupted the impatient Lionel, '^ I will make it your in- 
terest also." While speaking, he took awell-filled purse from 
his pocket, and, with an air of much delicacy^ laid a small pile 
of gold by the side of ihe silvw spectade-case of thci divine, as 
if to show him. thie Terence it the- talue of tJie tiir<» metals. 

Dr* Liturgy bowed Im ackriowli^dgmenifs^ abd^ iiisembly 
ehang^ the stream of sindk^ lo the opposite earner of . hk 
mouth, so as to leave the view <>f the glittering bo6n unob- 
structed. At the same time he raised thto heel of one shoe, and 
threw an aiudoUs glance at' the <$urtained window, to inquire 
into the; state of the weather. • 

^ Could not the ceremony be p^ormed at the house of Mi^. 
Lediiiieref' he asked: ** Misl^ Dynevor is a tender child, and I 
fear the ciold air of the dbapel might do her no service.*' 

^ it is her wi^ to go to the altar, and yon are setii^ble it is 
not my piirt to question her dedffloli in such a matter.'* , 

^ Tiis a pious inclination ; though I trust she knows the die- 
tini^tion betw^h the spiritual and the tetapdral church. The 
laws of the oolomeil are too. loose on the subject of marriages. 
Major Lincoln ; cidpably tod dangerously Ibose P r 

" But as it is not in our power to alter, my gbod sir, you will 
permit me to ptofit by them, imperfect as they are?" 

** Undebiably — it is pirt of my oflSce to christen, to marrir . 
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And to bury ; a duty which, I often say, ooyen. the begimiingf 
the middle, and the end of existence. — ^But pennit m» to help 
you to a little of my bcYerage, Major Linooh^H-we call it * Sam- 
son,' in Boston ; you will find the ^ Danite' a wann. coioipanion 
for a February night in this climate." 

^^The mixture is not inaptly named, ^," «aid lione], 
after wetting his lips, ^if strength be the quality ibost con- 
sidered." 

'^ Ah I you have him from the lap of a Delilah ; but.it is un- 
becoming in one of my oloth to meddle with aught of the 
harlot." 

He laughed at his own wit, and made a m(»*e spirittu>us than 
spiritual fKldition to his glass, nrhile he continued — 

^ We divide it into ^ Samson with his hair oS^* and ' Samson 
with his hair on ;' and I believe myself the most orthodox in 
preferring the man of strength in his native comeliness. I 
pledge you, Major Lincoln : may the middle of your days be as 
happy as the charming young lady you aire about to espouse 
may well render them; and your etid, sir, that of a good 
churchman, and a faithful subject." 

lionel, who considered this compliment as an indication of his 
success, now rose, and said a few words on the subject of their 
meeting in the chapel. The divine, who manifestly posses^ 
no great relish {(x the duty, made sundry sligj^t objections to 
the whole proceeding, which were, however, soon overcome by 
the arguments of the bridegrooim. At length, every difScul^y 
was happily adjusted, save one, and that the epicurean doctor 
stoutly declared to be a serious objection to acting in the mat- 
ter. The church fires were suffered to go down, and his sexton 
had been taken from the diapel, that very evening, with every 
symptom on him of the terrible pestilence which then raged 
in the place, adding^ by its danger, to the horrors and the pri- 
vations of the si^e. 

"A clear 'cf»e of the small-pox, I dp assure you, Major Lin- 
coln," he continued, "and contracted, without doubt, from Bome 
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•miflfiaries sent into the town for that porpoae, hj the wicked 
devices of the rebels." 

^ I have heard that each party aceoaes the other of rescMliug 
to these unjustifiable meiuia of annoyance," returned Lionel ; 
^ but, as I know our own leader to be above such baseness, J 
will not suspect any other man of it* without proof." 

^ Too charitable by hal^ sir — much too charitable I But let 
the disease come whence it will, I fear my 'sexton will prove its 
victfm." . . 

^ I will take the charge on myself of having the fires re- 
newed," said lionel : *' the embers must yet be in the stoves, 
and we have still an hour of time before us." 

As the clergyman was much too conscientious to retain pos- 
session of the gold without fully entitUng himself to tlie owner- 
ship, he had long before determined to coinply, notwidistanding 
the seciet yearnings, of his flesh. Their plana were ]io\^ soon 
arranged, and Lionel, after receiving the key of the chapel, took 
his leave for a time. 

When Major Lincoln found himself in the. street again, he 
walked for some distance in the direction of the chapel, anxiously 
looking along the deserted way, in order to discover an unem- 
ployed soldier, who might serve to perform the menial offices of 
the absent sexton. He proeeeded for some distance without 
success ; for every thing human seemed' housed, even the num- 
ber of lights in. the windows beginning to decrease in a manner 
which denoted that the.usual hou? of rest had arrived. He had 
paused in the entrance of the Dock Square, uncertain where to 
apply for an assistant, when he caught a glimpse of the figpire 
of a man, crouching under the walls of the old turreted ware- 
house, so often mentioned. Without hesitating an instant, he 
approached the spot, fi*om which the figure neither moved, nor 
did it indeed betray any other evidence of a consciousness: of 
his proximity. Notwithstanding the dimness of the moon, there 
was K^ enough to detect the extreme misery of the object be- 
fore him. His tattered and thin attire sufficiently be^Kike iho 
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motive of the gtnmgor for. seeking a shelter from the cuttkig 
winds behind an angle of the wall, while his f^ysieal wanja 
were betrayed bj the eager nuumer in which he gnawed at a 
bone that might w^ haye beoi rejected from thei me^ of. the 
meanest private, notwithstianding the extreme soarcity that pre- 
vailed in the garrison. .' lionelyfoigot. for a moment his pvewnt 
object, at this exhibition.. of hunian sufferings and with a land 
voice he addressed tl» wretched being* 

^ You have a cold spot to eat your supper in, my Mend,'' he 
82ud ; "and it .would iteem, too, but a scanty meal.*' . . 

Without oeasiiig to masticate his loiserable outrimieet. Or even 
raising his eyes, the other. said^. in; a gwwKogvoioch— ; 

" The kii^^ could abut up the harbor imd ke^p ou^ the sldps; 
but ha hasn't the might to drive! Cold weather from Soetoo, in 
the moniKh of M^rch 1" . , 

^ Aa I live. Job Prayl ; Come with' toe, bo^v ^um} I will give 
you a better meal, and a warmer place to. etQoy. ijt.in ;. but first 
tell me, can you procure a lantern and a lightfroiti'youf motherP 

''You can't go in the wu^'Us' tofrnight,'*.|etun^jthiB ,lad, 
positively*: 

^ Is there.uo jdacd at hand^ then^ irbere fi^dk: things might b6 
pofdiaaedl'! . ;..-■...•;■: .:.- ; '••;•.- 

^Tfaey keepithem ther^,'';flidd Job, po^litiog suUenly tcf a low 
bnildii^ on the of^mate nde of the square^ throngh cue of the 
windows cf which i £unt light was glinuberiog. 

'^ Then, tdce this money, and go buy 4heim for me, without 
d^ayJ* 

Job hesitated Willi ill-ccmoealed idojotancek 

*^Goy fellow, I have instant need of Aem^and yot^^caii keep 
the change £or your reward." ' 

The-Tom^maa no longer beittayed itny indaspotition to go, 
but answered with great promptiitttdei^ for, one of his.imbecila 
mi&d-t^ ...■ 

^ Job will go, if you will id him buy, Nab. some mn^ 
Hie 
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"Oertainly, buy whatljaa will with it; und furtliermore, I 
promise you, tliat neither yoar knoiher not younelf shall want 
again for food or dothiDg.'' 

^ Job'sa-hnngfy,? said thd siiiipletdn ; ^ hut they say hungei 
don't come as eravihg upon a young stomach as upon an old 
one. Do you think the liitig'lmo-wa what it is io be a-cold and 
hungry!?' - - ' 

*^ I know not, boy~biit I know &11 well that if one sufiering 
like you were before him, kin he^ would yearn to relieve him. 
Go, go, and buy yourself £iod too, if they have it." 

tn a very few minutes liot^el saw the simpleton issuing from 
the house to which he had vtin •at his bidding, with the desired 
lantern: '" • '. ■: ■ - ' ' •• : -.'• • . > -•'.'' 

^ IMd you get any (bod f 'said Lionel, motiomtig to Job to 
precede him with the light ; ^ I truist you did not entirely forget 
yourself in yotir hastie to serve tne.^ 

^ J6b hopeft he didn't catch the pefiitilence,^ rettlrned the lad, 
eating at the saine thne voraciously of a small roll o( htesd. • 

** Catch what? what is it you hope you did not catch ?" 

^ The pestilence— they are full of the foul disorder in that 
housed 

** Do yott mean the small-pox, boy ?'* 

** Yes ; some call it ismafi-pox^ and some call it the foul disor- 
der, and other MjAb the pestilence. The king cab keep out th<} 
trade, but h6^n^ keep 'oilt tbe Md and the JMistilenbe fcom 
Bostcm ; biit when the -pejofiQ get the town; back, they'll know 
what to doi wStdi it^hey*!! send it all t» the i>est^hbusen P 

^ I hop(» Ihi^ heft dqpoied y^« unwittingly to danger, Job^ 
it would have b^n 'bett^ had Tgohe myself ; for I was inocu- 
lated for the terrible didease in my iii&ncy.*' 

Jobj who, in %xp^rei^ng 'hi6 sesn^e of the cUtng^r, had ex- 
hausted t&e i^rei^ of h» feeble mind on the subject, Aiade no 
reply, bttt contihued Walking throtigh lilie ^uatej Uhtil they 
reached its teiix!inati(^ when he turned, and hiquire^ wlucb 
'iray he was to go. ! -^ - 
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" To the church," said Lionel, ^and swiftly, lad.** 

As they entered Corn-hill, they enconntered the fury of tlte 
wind, when Major Lincoln, bowing his head, and gathering his 
cloak about him, followed the light which flitted along the pave- 
ment in his front. Shut out in a manner fr<mi the world by this 
covering, his thoughts returned to their former channel, and in 
a few moments he forgot where he was, or whom he was fol- 
lowing. He was soon awakened from his abstraction by per- 
ceiving that it was necessary for him to ascend a few st^)s, 
when, supposing he had reached the place of destination, he 
raised his head, and unthinkingly followed^ his conductor into 
the tower of a large edifice. Lnmediately perceiving his mis- 
take, by the difference of the architecture from that of the 
King's Chapel, he reproved the lad for his folly, and demanded 
why he had brought him thither. 

" This is what you call a church," said Job, ^ though I call 
it a meetin'us'. It's no wonder you don't know it — fac what 
the people built i<x a temple, the king has turned into a 
stable!" 

*' A stable I" exclaimed Lionel. Perceiving a strong smell of 
horses in the place, he advanced and threw open the inn^r door, 
when, to his amazement; he perceived that he stood in an area 
fitted for the exercises of the cavalry. There was no mistaking 
the place, nor its uses. The naked galleries, and many of the 
ori^nal ornaments, were standing; but the acoommodationfi 
below were destroyed, and in their places the floor had been 
covered with earth, for horses and their riders to pradise in the 
cavesson. The abominations of the place even now offended 
his senses^ as he stood on that . spot where he remembered so 
often to have seen the grave «nd pious cdonists a^fsemble, in 
crowds, to wondiip. Seizing the lantern from Job, h^ hnitied 
out of the building, with a disgust that even the unobservant 
simpletcw had: no difficulty in discovering. On reaching the 
street, his eyes fell upon the lights, and on the silent d%nity of 
the Province House, and he was compelled to reooUect, that 



this wanton violation of the feelings of the colonists had been 
practised directly under the windows of the royal governor. 

" Fools, fools I" he muttered bitterly : " when ye should have 
struck like men, ye have trifled as children ; and ye have for- 
gotten your manhood, and even your God, to indulge your be- 
sotted spleen T' 

** And now these very horses are starving for want of hay, as 
a judgment upon them V* said Job, who shuffled his way in- 
dustriousfy at the other's side. ^ They had better have gone 
to meetin' themselves, and heard the expounding, than to set 
dumb beasts a rioting in a pladd that the Lord used to visit so 
often r 

*'Tell me, boy, of what other act of folly and madoeBs has 
the army been guilty f 

•*Whatl haven't jxm beard of the CHd North I They've 
miAde oven-wood of the grandest temple in the Bay I If they 
dared, they'd lay itek xmgodfy hands on old Fminel itself H 

Liond made no r^ly. ' He had heard that the distresses of 
the garrison, height^ed as they were by the ceaseless activity 
of the Amefricans, had*compeUed th^m to convert many houses, 
as well as the church in question, into fuel. But he saw in the 
act nothing tnore thtfn the usual recourse of a common military 
exigency. It wAs free from that reckless ooatempt of a people's 
feelings, which was eiddbited in the prostitotion of the ancient 
walls of the sister edifice, which was known throughout New- 
England, with $ spedea of veneration, as the ^ O^d South." He 
continued his way gloomily along the sil^t streets, until he 
reached ^b» mor« itnroired temple^ in which the ritual of the 
English d!iurch was observed, land whose roof was rendered 
iouMy sa^lfed, in the eyes of the ga^nson, by the accidenta! 
dtcumstance of bearing the title of :their earthly monarch. 
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**Tboa art too like the q>lrit of ^anqno; down 1 

Ma. 



Major Lincoln found the Kiiig^a Chapel differing in evefy 
particular from the yenerable, but prostituted building" he had 
Juit quitted. As he entered, the light of Jus lantern pitted 
over the rich scarlet coyering of many a pew, and, gldnqed upon 
the gfittering oniamiento. of the polished orgmk, which bow 
slmnbered in ieus chilled a sifenoe'aa tibe .^ead, irhich lay in auch 
mtOliliudes widiin ahd.^tbont the nuvwiye uri^ Th<9; labor^ 
columnBy with their dendir : sbfofito^^ and' fretted, capitis tl^'ew 
shapeless idiadows across ihe -diin bad^nound^ peopling th^ 
galkrieaand oeiHng with imaginary phantoms of t)ii|i air. M 
thia fihght dduaioa; passed ^way, he bedanae sensible; of the 
change in the temperature. The wanilthw4s ]Ptot yetdismpatedt 
whi<^ ^3ad been maintained during .the difftti^nt; a^rvipes.pf the 
day ; for^ notwithstanding the wants of the iown |uid ganrison, 
the iiEm»ed temple^ where the r^presedtt^ve of tbe . spvereign 
"•ima wont to'won^hip^ knew inot tbe.oidmapy priVatioiks of the 
place. Job wsur dinected to supj^ the dying kibblers of the 
stoves «rith. fresh fuel, aiul ai(.thftaiikipletQSii wiellisew irhece to 
find the stores ^of the dhLurdh^ his offioe was pe^formiiBd ^with im 
alacrity that, was not a little increased by his ^wn enfferi^gs. 

When the bustle of preparation bUd subsidfed, Lionel drew a 
chair from the chancel, while Job touched by the side of the 
quivering iron he had heated, in that attitude he was wont to 
assume, and which so touchingly expressed the secret conscious^ 
ness he felt of his own inferiority. As the gratefrd warmth dif- 
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fused itself' ovar die. half-naked frame of ihe simpleton^ his head 
annk upon lua boaom, and he was hat fiiUing into a.-slumber, 
like a worried Jioiiiid thai had at length found ease and shelter. 
A moce active mind would have wished to learn, tihe - reasons 
that oould indnoe faia companion jbo seek such an asyhim at that 
unseasonable hour; But Job wasastsranger to curiosity; nor 
did the occasional glimmerings of his mind'oflben exfieild beyond 
those holy preeepb which had heea taught hiin with such. care, 
before disease had sapp^.his &coltie8y or those pc^ular. prin- 
ciples of thiB tinie, that formed so. esseiitial a portion of the 

thoiightsof eveiy'New £nglandnuiou. 

Not so with Major Lincoln. Bm watch told, him that many 
weary minutes must elapse before he could expect to roeeiFe 
his bide ; and he disposed himself to waity witii aa nuieh' pa- 
tience Moompoftsd witkfivetand-twent^y^d.iheioircieuiistaBce^ 
In.a dioft time this Utilkiess of the du^ wto leetored, inter- 
rupted only by the passing gusts of £he wJnd witibout^ and'the 
dttil roaritig of theiii]cnaoe^ by whoise' side J^ob sbinAnndd in a 
state of happy obHvion. 

LidnelendeavQred to still his truant thoughte,' and ;l>ring l&em 
in trajmingfor the solemn ceremony in which he waa sooatobe 
an actor. Finding the ttok too difficulty he amse^ aiHl ap- 
proadiing a window^ looked out upOfn ihe 'solilude; aiid * the 
whirlwinds of snow tkat drifted throtigh ?the strcfets^ eagerly 
listening for those sounds of approach, which his reiasan told 
hini he oiigiit jiot yet.to exp9cL \ Againl he aeated himael^.and 
turned . 1^ eyea mquirinj^y! afaost Idm, with ii sort: of inward 
appretensKHi ti^ some one lay omceaJedy in the auironnding 
gloom, with a secret desire to mar his approaching happiness. 
There was so much of wild and ieverish romanoe in tha inci* 
dents of the day, that he found it difficult,! at momenta,: to credit 
thdii' reality, and had recotffse to hasty glances at ^ iUkr, his 
attire, and even his insensible companion, to rembiire'ihe did^- 
AKA'fnMor his mind. .: Again he looked. upward at lihe imBtciady 
and huge shadows which wavered along the ceiling of tin' wkUa^ 
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and his former appreheosioiiK of some bidden evil were i>&yived, 
with a viyidness that amoimted nearly to a presentiiiient^ Bo 
uneasy did he become at length, under this impression/ that be 
walked along the more distant aisles^ sosupulonalj looldng into 
the dark pews, and throwing a sGratiaizing.^aBce. behind each 
column, and was rewarded for his trouble by hearing the h<^ow 
echoes of his own footsteps. 

In returning from this round, he approadied the stchre^ and 
yielded to a s^ong desire of listening to the voice ol even Job, 
in a moment of such morbid excitement. Toudung the sim- 
pleton lightly with his foot, the other awoke with that readi- 
ness which denoted the sudden and disturbed nature of his or- 
dinary rest. 

''You are unusually dull to-night, Job," said Lionel, en- 
deavoring to hush his uneasiness in affected pleasantry, ^ or you 
would inquire the reason why I pi^ my visit to* the chwch at 
this extraofdinary hour." 

''Boston folks k>ve their meetiaWs," returned the obtuse 
simpleton. 

"Ay i but they love their beds, too, fellow; and one hatf oi 
them are now enjoying what you seem to coret so much.'* 

" Job loves to eat, and be warm I" 

" And to sleep too, if one may judge by your drowsiness." 

^ Yes, sleep is sweet ; Job don't fed a-liuiigered when he^s 
biceping." 

Lionel remained silent for several moments, under a keeai 
perception of the su&ring exhibited in the touching helpless- 
ness which marked the manner of the other, beibre he con- 
tinued— 

" But I expect to be joined soon by the decgyman, and some 
ladies, aad Captain Polwarth." 

** Job Hkes Captain Polwarth — he keeps a rgrattd sight of 
provisions!" 

" Enough of this I can you think of nothing but your stcuft' 
aohjboy?" 
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^ God made hunger," said Job, glooiiiiily, ^ and he made food 
too; but the king keeps it all for his rake^ellies I" 

" Well, listen, and be attentive to what I tell you. One of 
the ladies who will come here is Miss Dynevor ; you know Miss 
Dyneror, Job ? the beautiful Miss Djmevor I" 

The charms of Cedl had not, howerer, made their wonted 
impression on the dull eye of the idiot, who still regarded the 
speaker widi his customary an* of apathy. 

"Surely, Job, you know Miss DyneTorT repeated Lionel, 
with an irritability that, at any other time, he would hare been 
the first to smile at — ^ she has often ^ven you money and 
clothes." 

" Yes ; Ma'am Lechmere is her grandam P 

This was certainly one of the least recommendations his 
mistress possessed in the eyes of Lionel, who piaused a moment, 
with inward vexation, before he added — 

" Let who will be her relatives, she is this night to become 
my wife. You will remain and witness the ceremony, and then 
you will extinguish the lights, and return the key of the church 
to Dr. Liturgy. In the morning, come to me for your reward.** 

The changeling arose, with' on air of singular importance, 
and answered — 

" To be sure. Major Lincoln is to be married, and he asks 
Job to the wedding ! Now, Nab may preach her sarmmis about 
pride a;nd flaunty feelings as much as she will ; but blood is 
blood, and flesh is flesh, for all her sayings T 

Struck by the expression of wild meaning that gleamed in 

the eyes of the simpleton, Major Lincoln demanded ah explana 

tiott of his ambiguous language. But ere Job had leisure to 

reply, though his vacant lookvagain denoted that his thoughts 

were already contracting themselves within ikeir usually narrow 

Hmits, a sudden noise drew^the attention of both to the entrance 

of the chapel. The door opened in the next instant, and the 

figure of the divine, powdered with drifted snow, and encased in 

various deifences against the cold, was seen, moving with a be 
49 
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eomiiig gravity, diroii^ the principat aide. . laonei haBtened 
to receive him, and to conduct him to the seat he had yatit occu- 
pied himsel£ 

When Dr. liturgy had nncldakfid; and ft^>eaied in his robes 
of office, the beneyolence of hk smile, and the irhole expression 
of his comitenanoe, denoted that he irks satisfied with the con- 
dition in which he found the pieparation&r . • 

^ There is no reason why a ehurch shodd not he as eom&xt- 
able as a man's library, Major Lincoin," he said^ hitdang his seat 
a litUe nearer to the stove. " It is ft puritanical and a dissent- 
ing idea, that religion has any thing forbidding or glD<»iiy m its 
nature ; and wherefore should we assemble amid pains and in- 
convenience to discharge its sacred offices P. . ' 

"' Quite true, air," T^tmmed Idonel^ looking anxiously through 
one of the windows ; ^ I have not yet. heard the hour of ten 
strike, though my wateh' tells me it:ia isme P 

^The weather renders the.'publie clofeks Tery irsegnlar. 
There are so many nnavoidiible. evils to whi& flesh is hdr, th«t 
we should endeavor to be happy on all occasions^—indeed it is 
a duty—** . . 

^It*s not in th^ natur <^ sin to make fiiUen man happy,*' said 
a low, growling voice from behind the stove. 

**• Ha I what I did you speak^ Major Linc6b— ra very singular 
sentiment for a bridegrooni P ihnttered th^ divide. 

"^ lis that' weak yom^ man, whom I have brought hither to 
assist with the firds, repeating bdiae of. the' lote' of his mother ; 
nothing else, cor.** " . '. 

By this time Dr. Dturgy had caugbt a glimpse otthe douch- 
ing Job^ and! comprehendShg the intei^ption; he .fell' back in ^ 
his ohair, sm^ng supeniliously, as he oontinu^— ^. 

^ I know the lad, sir; I should know him. He is leaci»ed iu 
Ifae texts, and somewhat gLvento di^pntaticmiin xuaitt^rs.oC re- 
ligi^: Tib a: pity the' litde' intellect he h^ had not b0ei: 
better managed in his tn&aty\ but ihiegr:l^TehelpM.tQjCnidb 
UafeWIe mind with their, subtilties. We— I meatl we :oC U>e 
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establiBhed church — often style hhn the Boston Calvin — ^ha^ ha, 
ha! Old Cotton was not his equal in subtilty ! But speaking 
of the establishment,^ do joa not fancy that one of the conse- 
quences of ^is rebellion will be- to extend its benefits to iJie 
colonies, and that we may look £>rward to the period when the 
true ehuroh shall possess its inheritance in these religious proV- 
mcesf 

"Oh, meet certainly r said Lionel, again waiting anxioualy 
to the window ; ^ would to 6^ they had come P 

The divincj with whom wedditigs were matters of too frequent 
occurrence to awaken his qnnpaiyes, understood the impatient 
bridegroom literally, and replied accordingly — 

^ I am glad to hear you siay it, Mi^or Lincoln, and I hope, 
when the act of anmesty shall be passed, to find your yote on 
the flide of such a condition.^ ; 

At this 'instant Lionel caught a glimpse of tho well-known 
sleigh, nioTing slowly along the de^rted sis^t, and, uttering a 
cry of pleasure, he rushed to th^ door'to receive his biide. Dr. 
Litui^ finished his sentence to himself^ and risixig :firottt his 
comfortable positaoii, he took the light, and entered the chanceL 
The. disposition of the candles having been preViottsfy made, 
when they were lighted, his book opened, his robcis aid^ted, 
and his features settled into a suitable degree-of sc^eiiinity, he 
stood, waiting with becoming clignity thd approach of those 
over whom he wai to prOnoimee the nuptial benedictioiL Job 
placed himself wi&in the ishado^ of the building, and stood 
regarding the attitude and imposing aspect of the'priest, with a 
species^ of childish awe; 

Then came a groilp, emerging froni thia obscurity of the dis- 
tant part of the church, and i!boving slowlytowards ihe altar. 
Cecil was in i^nt, leaning on ^hai tatin wMch lionel had give/in 
her, as much for support, m 'through coutieisiy. She hiEui re* 
moved her outer and wanndr garments iti the vestibule of the 
sacred edifice, and now appeared, attired in a iniuiner as well 
suited to the suddenness and privacy, as to the importance of 
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the oeremonj. A mantle <^ satiji, tzimmed with delicate fure, 
fell carelessly from her shoulders^ partly oo&cealing by its folds 
the exquisite proportions of her slender form. Beneath was a 
vestment of the same rich material, cut after the iashions of 
that period, in a manner to give the exact outlines of the bust. 
Across the stomacher were iieep rows of fine lace, and widi 
borders of the same valuable texture followed the retiring edges 
of her robe, leaving the costly dress within partly exposed to 
the eye. But the beauty and simplicity of her attire (it was 
simple for that day) was lost, or, rather, it served to adorn, un> 
noticed, the melancholy beauty of her countenance. 

As they approached the ^Epecting priest, Cecil threw, by a 
gentle movement, her mantle on the rails of the chancel, and 
accon^anied lionel with a firmer tread than before to the foot 
of the altar. Her cheeks were pale ; but it was rather with a 
compelled resolution than dread, while her eyes were full ot 
tenderness and thought. Of the two devotees of Hymen, she 
exhibited^ if not the most composure, certainly the most smgle* 
ness of purpose, and intentness on the duty before them ; for 
while the looiks of Lionel were stealing uneasily about the 
building, as if he expected some hidden object to start up out 
of the d^^^*^ hers were riveted on the priest in sweet and 
earnest attention. 

They paused in their allotted places ; and after a moment was 
allowed for Agnes and Pdwarth, who alone followed, to ente* 
the chancel, the low but deep tones of the minister were iieard 
in the solemn stillness <^ the place. 

Dr. Liturgy had borrowed a suitable degree of inspiratioo 
from the dreariness of the hour, and the solitude of the build- 
ing where he was required to discharge his sacred functions 
Aa he deUveied the opening exhortation .of the service, he made 
long and finsquent pauses between the members of the sentences^ 
giving to each injunction a distinct and impressive emphasia 
But when he came to those closing words — 

*^ If any man can zhm ju9t cause why -hey may not he la» 
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/uUy joined U>§eiker^ let him now speak, or else, hereafter, for^ 
ever hold his peace»^ 

He lifled his voice, and raised bis eyes to the more diistant 
parts of the chapel, as though he addi'essed a multitude in the 
gloom. The &ce8 of all (Mresent invduntarily followed the 
direction of his gaze, and a moment of de^ expectation, whidi 
can only be explained by th$ singularly wild oharacter of the 
£cene, succeeded the reverberation oi his tones. At that mo- 
ment, when each had taken breath, and all were again turning 
to the altar, a huge shadow rose upon the gallery, and extended 
itself along the ceilin^^ until its gigantic proportions were seen 
hovering, like an evil spectre, nearly above them. 

The cler^man suspended the half-uttered sentence. Cecil 
grasped the arm of Lionel convulsively, while a shudder passed 
througk her frame, that seemed about to shake it to dissolution. 

The shadowy image then slowly withdrew, not without^ how- 
ever, throwing out a fantastic gesture, with an arm which 
stretched itself across the vaulted roo^ and down the walls^ as 
If about to clutch its victims beneath. 

^^ If any man can show just cause why they may not be law- 
f-uXly joined together, let him now speak, or else, hereafter^ for- 
ever hold his peace^'' repeated the priest aloud,, as if he woidd 
summon the universe at the challenge. 

Again the shadow rose, presenting this time the strong and 
huge lineaments of a human face, which it was not difiScult, at 
- >'h a moment, to fancy possessed even expression and life. Its 
strongly marked features seemed to work with powerful emo- 
tion, and the lips moved as if the airy being was speaking to 
unearthly ears. Nest came two anus, raised above the gazing 
group, with clasped handi^ as in the act of benediction, afiter 
which the whole vanished, leaving the ceiling in its own dull 
white, and the building still as the graves which surrounded it. 

Once more the excited minister uttered the summons ; and 
again every eye was drawn, as by a secret impulse, to a spot 
which seemed to possess the form, without the substance, of 9 
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tmrnaa being. But tlie shadow wm seen no more. Afi«i 
wuting several momenta in vain, Dr. Liturgy proceeded, with a 
roice in wliidi a growing trem<w was very perceptible ; bnt no 
farther interruption was eiperieno«d to tlte end of the service. 

Cecil pronounced her vows, and pUght«d her trodt, in tones 
of holy emotion ; while Lionel, Who waa prepared for some 
■trange calamity, went through the service to the end, with a 
forced calmnem. They were married ; aAd when the blesnng 
waa utt^^ not a sound nor a whisper was iieard in the party. 
Silently they all turned away from the spot, and prepared to 
leave the place. Cecil stood pasBitely, and permitted laonel to 
wrap her form in the folds of her mantle with tender eare; and 
when she would have smiled her thanks for the attention, she 
merely-raised her anxious eyes to the c^ng, with an expression 
Uiat cotdd not be mistaken. Even PoTwarth was mute ; and 
t'lgnee forgot to offer those congratulations and good vri^es, 
irith which her heart bad so recently been swelling. 

The clergyman uttered 8 few words of cantion to Jolt con- 
teming the candles and Ute fiie, and hurried after tl» retiring 
party with a qnJckneaa of st«p Qttt be was willing to ascribe to 
the lateness of tiio hour, and with a total disregard to the safety 
(^ tbe edifice ; leaving the chapel to the possesion of theill- 
^fted, but undisturbed son of Abigail Pray. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

la. I. « «l.« ■• 

** Forbear to Jadge, for we are sinners all; 
Cioie up bis ejes^ and diiir tba enrtain elM»( • 
And let oa ail to meditation.^' 

Knra Honrr VL 

Tu|^ bridal; party entered, thjQir. little vehide sUoat aiK^ thought- 
fiul ; the Y5>i^ (^ PpIwArtk being ^oQe jaudibld, as be gftye a fen? 
low and hurried oiden U>, 0ie gr9<»a who waa i^ waiting. Dr. 
Liturgy approaeLeid for. a momeat, atid.i9iule hk oot|ipsKmeiit8| 
wbea tjne sleigh darted away from before the buildingf ^ s^ifUy 
fu» i^ the horse that drew it partoojc of the 9eoKet unesaiivett of 
those it held. The movements of the divine, though lefss ^pid; 
werjd eqp^ly dili:g!en,t9 aad in les$ .than a, mioute. the Grinds 
whistljed, and clouds of snow ite^ driven throug}i a street which 
every thiDg; pQ69e88iQg life appeared oac^ more to .have iiiban* 
doned. ' . 

The instant Polwarth had discharged his load at the door of 
Mrs, Lecbmere, he muttered something of '^ happiness and to- 
oioiTOw,'* which his friend did not ui^derstiMEidy and, dashed 
through tike gate of the court-yard^ at tbe same piadTMe that 
he had driven from the church. .On entering the house, Agnes 
repaired to the room of h^r aunt^ to report that the naarriage 
knot was tied, while Lionel led his silent brid^ into the empty 
parlor. 

Ceci4 stood, fixed and motionless as a statue^ while her bus* 
band remove4 her cloak and mantle", her cheeks pale^ her eyes 
riveted on the floorj and her whole attitude and manner exhib- 
iting tilie intensily of thought whicb had been created by the 
scene in which she had just been an actor. When he had re- 
fieved her light form from the load of garments in which it had 
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been enveloped bj his care, he impelled her gentl j to a seat bj 
his sidey on the settee, and, for the first time since she had nt- 
toed the final tow at the altar, she spoke — 

*^ Was it a fearfol <»nen f she whiqiered, as he folded her to 
his heart, ** or was it no more than a horrid hncy V* 

'^Twas nothing; lore — ^^as a shadow — that <^ Job Flny, who 
was with me to hg^t the firesw* 

^No— no— -BoP said Geol, speakii^ with die rapidity of high 
excitement^ and m tones that gathered strength as she proceed- 
ed : '^ those were never the nnmeaning features <^the miserable 
sio^eton ! Know yon, linoc^ tiiat in the hai^ty, the tettifie 
ontlineB of those dreadlid linesanemts <m the wall, I fimcied a re 
semblance to the profile of enr greait-Qncle, your other's prede 
cesMir in the title— Dark % lioiiel, as he was called.'* 

^ It was easy to Umcj any Anng, at sndi a tone, and ttnd^ 
sadb dremnstances. Do net dood die happiness of cRor bridal 
by these gloomy fimdes." 

^ Am I ^oomy or siqitfstitions by habit^ Lionel f^ sihe adced, 
with a depreeatii^ tflndemess in her voice, that toaohed his m- 
most heart ^ B«t it came at fuch a moment, and in such a 
shape, that I should be more than woman not to tremble at its 
teniUe import f 

*^ What is it you dread, Cedl 9 Are we not manied ; law- 
fully, solenmly united f — The bride shuddered; but perceiving 
her unwilSng, or nnaUe to aauarwer, he continued-*^ beyond the 
power of man to sever ; and with the consent^ nay,- by the earn* 
est wish, the command, of the only being who can have a ri^f 
to express a wish, or have an opinion on the subject f* 

^ I believe — that is, I think, it is all as you say, Lionel,* r&: 
turned Cecil, still {ooking about her with a vacant and distiresi^ 
air, that curdled his Uood; "yes — ^yes, we are eertaiiily mar- 
ried ; and oh I how ardently do I implore Him who sees and 
govetns all things, that our union may be blessed ! but — ^ 

"But ^^t, Cecil ? will you let a thing of naught--^ aliaclow 
— affbct you in this manner ?** 
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^ Twaft tt fibadow^ u you aay, linodn ; but -where was the 
•ubstance !'■ 

^ CecU) my sensible, my good, my pious Cecil, why do your 
Acuities slumber in this unaccountable apathy f Ask your own 
ftKcellent reason : ean^there be a shade where nothmg obstinicts 
the light r 

^' I know not I eannot reason-^^I h«ve not reason. All. 
things are poflsiUe to Him^' whose will is Ittw, and whose sli^t-' 
est wish shelves the universe. There was a shadow, a dsrk^ a 
speakkig, and a teml^e shadow ; but who om say, where was 
tfaereaUtyr 

^1 had almost answered, with the phantomf only in your aen- 
sitxre imagination, love. But arouse your slumbering powers, 
Cecil, and refiect how possible it was for some curious idler ot 
the garrison to have watohed my movements,- and to have 
secreted himself in the chapel ; perhaps from wanton mischief 
— ^perhaps without motive of any kindl" 

^^ He then chose an awful moment in whieh to act his gam- 
bdsT 

^ It may have been one ni^ose knowledge was just equal to- 
giving a thieatricai effect to his silly deception. But are we to 
be cheated of our happiness by such weak devices ; or to be 
miserable because- Boston contains a fool f ' 
' '^I may be weak, and silly, and even impious in this terror, 
Linooln," she said, turning her softened looks, upon his anxious 
&oe, and attempting to smile; ^ but it is assailii^- a woman in a 
point where she is most sensitive.-^You know that I have no 
reserve with you, now. Marriage with us is the tie that ' binds 
all charities in one,' and at the mconent when the heart is full 
of its own security, is it not dreadful to have such mysterious 
presages, be they true, or bo they false, answering to the awful 
appeal of the ehureh T . 

^Nor is the tie less binding, less important, or less dear, my 
own Cecil, to us. BeHeve me, whatever the pride of manhood 
may say of high destinies, and glorious deeds, the same affeo^ 
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tions are deeply aeated in our nature, and must be;8oothed by 
those Dve love, and not by those who contribute to bur ranitir* 
Why then permit this ohill to Utght yout best itf^aetioBsin 
their budding r 

Hiere was so much thsi was soothing to* tha awdttyoi. a 
bride, in his sentiments, and so much of tender intereet. in his 
manner, that he at length succeeded, in a grtot idegree^ injuring 
Cecil from har^&Tepat apprehensions. As he spolca ii mantling 
bloom diffused lia^over her .cold and pallid, cheeki^ and when 
he had doney.her eyes, lighted with the gbw of a wemaii'ft oonr 
fidence, and were turned on his own in bright, bujb blushing 
pleasure. . She repeated his word * «hill/ with, an fajAplnffff* and 
aamik.that could. not be miaooostcued,. and in a few. minutes 
he entire^ succeeded in quelling the .uneasy, pk'esentimenla , that 
had gained a momentary ascendency over her dear and excels 
lent £uultie8. 

But notwithstanding 'Major Lincoln reaaoned' io well, and 
with so much suocess, against the io&mky of his bride, he was 
by no means equal to maintain as just an argument with him- 
selfl The morbid sensibility. of his mind had been awakened 
in a most alarming manner by the occiutencea of the.eirenmg, 
though his warm interest in the hii|^inea^ t)f Oeeil Jbad ttiabled 
him to smother them, so long as he^witnaasiad the extent and 
nature of her apprehensions.. Bui, exactly in- (be 'p9!6portaoti- as 
he poEsnaded her into fi>igetfiilne8s of the pasty his n^iledliona 
became, more vivid and keen; and, notwithstanding bis art, he 
might n6t' have been able to eonceal.the workiDgs of hia treubleci 
thoughts from his companion, had not Agaeauppeared, and an 
nounoed the desire of Mrs. Lechmete to reoeiye the bride and 
bridegroom in her sickK^hamber. 

^Oome, Lincoln," said his lovely ocHnpanion, risinig at the 
sunmions, " we have been selfish in forgetting hOw strongly my 
grandmother sympathises in our good or evil fortunes^ We 
should have discharged this duty without waling to be reminded 
of it.*' 
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Without making any other reply than a fond pressure of the 
tiaad he held, Lionel drew her arm through his own, and fol 
lowed Agnes into the little hall which conducted to the uppei 
part of the dwelling. 

^ You know the way, M^or Lincoln,'' said Miss Danforth ; 
^ and should you not, my lady bride can show you. I must go 
«nd cast a worldly eye on the little banquet I haye ordered, but 
which I fear will be labor thrown away, since Captain Polwarth 
has disdained to exhibit his prowess at the board. Truly, Major 
Lincoln, I marrel that a man of so much substance as your 
fiiend, should be frightened from his stomach by a shadow 1" 

Cecdl eTsn laughed, and in those sweet feminine tones that 
are infectious, at the humor of her cousin ; but the dark and 
anxious expression ihat gathered round the brow of her husband 
as. suddenly checked her mirth. 

^ Let us ascend, Lincdn,'' she said, instantly, ^ and leave mad 
Agnes to her household cares, and her folly.^' 

^' Ay, go,** cried the other, turning away towards the supper* 
room — ^ eating and drinking is not ethereal enough for your 
elevated happiness ; would I had a repast worthy ci such senti*- 
mental enjoyment I Let me see— rdew-drops and lovers' tears, 
in equal quantities, sweetened by Cupid's smiles, with a dish oi 
sighs, drawn by moonlight, for piquancy, aa Polwarib would 
say, would flavor a bowl to their tastes. The dew-drops might 
be difficult to procure, at this inclement season, and in sudi a 
night; but if sighs and tears would serve alone, poor Boston is 
just now rich enoagh in materials I" 

lAoadj and his half-bluMiing, half-^OEiiling companion, heard 
the dying sounds of her voice, as she entered the distant apart- 
ment, expressing, by its tones^ the mingled pleasantry and spleen 
of its mistress^ and in the next instant they forgot both Agnes 
and her humor, as they found themselves in the presence of 
Mrs. Lechmere. 

The first glance of his eye at their expecting relative, brought 
a painful throb to the heart of Major Lincoln. Mrs. Lechmere 

14 
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had caused herself to be raised in the bed, in whidi she was 
seated neariy upright^ supported by pillows. Her wrinkled and 
emaeiated cheeks were flushed with an unnatural color, that 
contrasted too violently with the marks which age and strong 
passions had impressed, with their indelible fingers, on the sur- 
rounding wreck of those haughty features, which had onoe been 
distinguished for great, if not attractive beauty.* Her hard eyes 
had lost their ordinary expression of worldly care, in a bright* 
ness which caused them rather to glare than to beam with 
flashes of unbridled satis&ction that could no longer be repress- 
ed. In shorty her whole appearance brought a startling convic- 
tion to the mind of the young man, tfaai>hi|teTer might have 
been the ardor of his own feelings in espousing her grandchild, 
he had at length realized the finide^^ desires of a being- so 
worldly, so designing, and, as he was; now made keenly to re- 
member, of one also, who, he had inuch reason -to apprehend, 
was so guilty. The invalid did not se^a to think a ecmceal- 
ment of her exultation any longer necessary ; for, stret^ing out 
her arms, she called to her child, in a voice raised above its 
natural tones, and which was dissonant and harsh i^rom a sort ot 
nnboly triumph. — 

^ Come to my arms, my pride^ my hope, my dutiful, my de- 
serving daughter ! Come and receive a parent's blessing — that 
blessing which yon so mudi deserve P 

Even Cecil, warm and consoling as was the la^ignage of her 
grandmother, hesitated an instant at the unniBtural voice in 
which the summons was uttered, and . advanced to meet her 
embrace with a manner less warm than was usual to her own 
ardent and unsuspecting nature. This secret restraint existed^ 
however, but for a mom^at; for when she felt the encircling 
arms of Mrs. Lechm^re pressing her warmly to her aged bo- 
som, she looked up into the &oe of her grandmother, as if to 
thank her for so much affection, by her own guileless smiles and 
tears. 

*^ Here, then. Major Lincoln, you possess my greatest, I had 
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idmofit fiaid my only treasure T' added Mrs. Lechmere. ^ She la 
a good, a gentle, and dutiful child ; and Heaven will bless her 
for it, as I do." L^amng forward, she continued, in a less ex- 
cited voice — ^ Kiss me, my Cecil, mj bride, my Lady Lincoln ! 
for by that loved title I may now call you, as yours, in the course 
of nature, it soon will be.^ 

Cecil, greatly shocked at the unguarded exultation of hei 
grandmother, gently withdrew herself from her arms, and with 
eyes bent to the floor in «hame, and burning cheeks, she will- 
ingly moved aside, to aHow Lionel to approach, and receive his 
share of the congratulations. He stooped to bestow the cold 
and reluctant kiss which the offered cheek of Mrs. Lechmerei in- 
vited, and muttered a few incoherent words concerning his pres- 
ent happiness, and the obligadon shd had confi^red* Notwith- 
standing the hi^ and dB^;U8ting; triuinph which had broken 
through the usually cold and caut&bus manner of the invalid, a 
poweiful and unbidden touch of nature mingled in her address 
to the bridegroom. The fiery and unnatund glow of her eyes 
oven softened with a tear^ as she spoke— ^ 

^ Lionel, my nephew, my son,^ She said, ^ I have endeavored 
to receive you in a manner worthy of the head of an ancient 
and honorable name ; but were you a sovereign prince, I have 
now done my last and best in your fiivor. Cherish her — love 
her — be more than husband-^be all of kin to the precious 
child, for she merits all I Now is my latest wish fulfilled! 
Now may I prepare myself for the last great change, in the 
quiet of a long and tranquil evening to the weary and trouble- 
some day of life 1" ' 

^ Woman r said a tremulous voice in the background, ^thou 
deoeivest thyself P 

'^ Who," exclaimed Mrs. Lechmere, raising her body with a 
convulsive start, as if idx>ut to leap from the bed — ^ who is it 
speaks?" 

** Tis I," returned the well-remembered tones of Ralph, as He 
advanced from the door to the foot of her couch — *^'tis I, 
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Pnscilla Leuhmere; one who knows thy merita and tl^ 
doom r* 

The appalled woman fell hack on her. pillows, ga^ng flov 
breath, the flush of her cheeks giving place to their former 
signs of age and disease, and her eye losing its high exultation 
in the glazed look of sudden terror. It would seem, however, 
that a single moment of reflection was sufficient to restore her 
spirit, and with it all her deep resentments. She motioned the 
intruder away, by a vic^nt gesture of the hand, and after an 
effort to command her utterance, she said, in a voice rendered 
doubly strong by overwhelming passion — 

^ Why am I braved, at such a mametit,'in the privacy of my 
sick-chamber ? Have that madman, or inopostor, whichever he 
may be, removed from my prqsence I* 

She uttered her request to deadened ^am. Lionel neithw 
moved near answ^^. His whole attention was ^ven to Balph, 
across whose hollow featioes a smile of calm indifierenoe passed, 
which denoted how little he regarded the t^^eatened violence. 
Even Cecil, who clung to the arm of Lionel, with all a woman's 
dependence on him she loved, was unnoticed hy the latter, in 
the absorbing interest he took in the sudden reappearance of one 
whose singular and mysterious character had, long sinoe^ raised 
such h<^s and fears in his own bosom. 

^ Your doors will siiortly b^ open to all who may choose to 
visit here,** the old man coldly a&swered. ^ Why should I be 
driven from a dwelling whdre heartless crowds shall so soon 
enter and depart at will I Am I not old enough ; or do I not 
bear enough of the aspect of the grave, to become your oon^ 
panion f Priscilla Lechmere, you have lived till the bloom of 
your cheeks has given place to the color of the dead ; your dim- 
ples have become ^urowed and wrinkled lines ; and the beams 
of your once bright eye have altered to the dull look of care-- 
but you have not yet lived for repentance.'' 

^ What manner of language is this 2" cried his wondering 
Gstener, inwardly shrinking before his st€aidy, but glowing look 
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* Wby am I singled from the world for this persecution ? Are 
my nns past bearing; or am I alone to be reminded that sooner 
or later age and death will come ? I have long known the in 
firmities of life, and may tmly say that I am prepared for theii 
final consequences." 

** Tis well," returned the unmoved and apparently immovable 
intruder. " Take, then, and read the solemn decree of thy 
God ; and may He grant thee firmness to justify so much confi- 
dence." 

As he spoke, he extended, in his withered hand, an open let- 
ter towards Mrs. Lechmtre, which the quick glance of Lionel 
told him bore his own name in the superscription. Notwith- 
standing the gross invasion of his rights, the young man was 
passive under the detection of this second and gross interference 
of the other in his most secret matters, watching with eager in- 
terest the efiect the strange communication would produce on 
his aunt 

Mrs. Lechmere took the letter from the stranger with a sort 
of charmed submission, which denoted how completely his sol- 
emn manner had bent her to his will. The instant her look fell 
on the contents, it became fixed and wild. The note was, how- 
ever, short, and the scrutiny was soon ended. Still she grasped 
it with an extended arm, though the vacant expression of her 
countenance betrayed that it was held before an insensible eye. 
A moment of silent and breathless wonder followed. It was 
succeeded by a shudder which passed through the whole frame 
of the invalid, her limbs shaking violently, until the rattling ot 
the folds of the paper was audible in the most distant corner o1 
the apartment 

" This bears my name," cried Lionel, shocked at her emo- 
tions, and taking the paper from her unresisting hands, " and 
should first have met my eye." 

" Aloud — ^aloud, dear Lionel !" said a feint but earnest whis- 
per at his elbow : " aloud, I implore you, aloud I" 

It was not, perhaps, so much in compliance with this affecting 
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ftppeal, in which the whole aoul of Cecal seemed vnrapped| as by 
yielding to the oyerwhelming flow of that excitement to which 
he had been aroused, that Maj<»: Lincoln was led to conform to 
her request la a voice rendered desperately, calm by his emo- 
tions, he uttered the fatal contents of the note, in tones so dis- 
tinct^ that they sounded to his wife, in the stillness of the place, 
like the prophetic warnings of one from the dead : . 

^ The state of the town has prev^ated that close attention to 
the case of Mrs. Lechmere, which her injuries rendered necea- 
saiy. An inward mortification has taken place, and her present 
ease is only the forerunner of her death. I feel it my duty to 
say, that though she may live many hours, it is not improbable 
that she will die to-night" 

To this short, but terrible annunciation, was placed the well- 
known signature of the attending physician. Here was a sud- 
den change, indeed! All had thought that the disease had 
given way, when it seemed it had been preying insidiously on 
the vitals of the sick. Dropping the note, Lionel exclaiined 
aloud, in the suddennests of his surprise — 

'^Die to-night I This is an unexpected mimmons, in- 
deedr 

Hie miserable woman, after the first- nerveless mument of.her 
dismay, turned her looks, anxiously from face to face, and listeiv- 
ed intently to the weeds of the note, as they fell from the lips 
of Lionel, like one eager to detect the glimmerings, of hope i|i 
the alarmed expression of their countenances. But the lan- 
guage of her physician was too jdain, direct, and positive, to be. 
misunderstood or perverted. Its very coldness, gave it a terrific 
character of truth. 

^ Do you, then;, credit it t" she asked, in a voice whose husky 
tones betrayed but too plainly her abject unwillingness to be. 
assured. '^ You I Lionel Lincoln, whom I had thought mj 
friendr . 

Lionel turned away silently from the sad .spectacle of her 
miaery ; but Cecil dropped on her knees at the bedside, and 
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clasping her hands, she elevated them, looking I ke a; beautifa 
picttffe of pious hope, as she munnured — 

^ He is no friend, dearest grandmother, who would lay flattery 
to a parting soul I But there is a better and a safer d'epehdeinee 
than all this world can offer I'* 

" And you, too I" cried the devoted woman, rousing herself 
with a strength and energy that would seeim to put thd profes- 
sional knowledge of her medical attendant at defiance — ^' do 
you also abandon me ? you, whom I have watched in infancy^ 
nursed in sirSenng, fondled in happiness, ay I and reared in vir- 
tue — ^yes^ that I can say boldly in the face of the universe I — 
you, whom I have brought to this honorable m^Lrriage — ^Would 
you repay ine for all, by black ingratitude T 

^ My grandmother ! nay grwodimother I talk not thus cruelly 
to your diild ! — ^but lean on the Bode of Ages for mipport, even 
as I have leaned on thee r 

"Away— ^away — ^weak, fooHsh chtldl Exoesfr, <rf: hjappintess 
has maddened thee I Gome hither^ my do)i ; hi us ispeak of Ra^ 
venscliffe, the |>roud seat of our ancesto;rs; and of.ihOsd. days 
we are yet to pass: under its hospitable f<^h^ Tfae: silly girl 
thou hast wived would.wSsh to frighlea me I" 

Lionel shuddered with inward )korr(^ ^idul^ , he listenipd to 
die forced and broken intc>natibns of her vdiee, as she. tht« utr 
fered the lingering wishes of her iiattire* ^^ turned again 
from the view, and, for a: moment^ buried his face in his htmd^ 
as if to exclude the world and ita wickedness, tcigethor, from his 
sight 

<« My grandmother, loiak not so wildly at us !" continued thjB 
gasping Cecil ; "you may have yet hours, nay, days, before 
you." She paused an iniltant to follow the tmsettled and hope^ 
less gaze of an eye that gleamed despairingly oii the objects of 
the room, and then, with a meek dependence on her o^wnj^u* 
rity, dropping her fiEU» .between her hands, she cried aloud in 
her agony — 

" My mother's tnother I wOuld that I could di^ for theeT 
50 
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^ Die r echoed the same dissonant voice as before, from a 
throat that ab*eadj began to rattle with the hastened ap- 
proaches of death — ^ who would die amid the festivitiea of a 
bridal I — ^Away — ^leave me. — To thy closet, and thy knees, if 
thou wilt — ^but leave me I" 

She watched, with bitter resentment, the r^iring form of 
Cecil, who obeyed with the charitable and pious intention of 
complying literally with her grandmother's order, before she 
added — 

"The girl is not equal to the task I had set her! All 
of my race have been weak, but I — ^my daughter — my hus- 
band's niece—" 

^ What of that niece f said the startling voice of Ralph, in- 
terrupting the diseased wanderings of her mind—" that wife of 
thy nephew — the mother of this youth ? Speak, woman, while 
time and reason are granted thee.** 

Lionel now advanced to her bedside, under an impulse that 
he could no longer subdue, and addressed her solemnly — 

" If thou knowest aught of the dreadful calamity that has 
befallen my family," he said, " or in any manner hast been ac- 
cessary to its cause, disburden thy soul, and die in peace. Sis- 
ter *of my grandfather ! nay, more, mother of my wife 1 I con- 
jui^ thee, speak — ^what of my injured mother f 

" Sister of thy grandfather — mother oi thy wife," repeated 
Mrs. Lechmere, slowly, and in a manner that sufficiently indi 
cated the unsettled state of her thoughts — "Yes, both are true ?' 

" Speak to me, then, of my mother, if you acknowledge tlie 
ries of blood — tell me of her dark fete 1" 

** She is in her grave — dead — ^rotten — yes — yes — ^her boasted 
beauty has been fed upon by beastly worms! What more 
would ye have, mad boy 1 Wouldst wish to see her bones in 
their winding-sheet 9" 

" The truth !" cried Ralph ; " declare the truth, and thy own 
TTcked agency in the deed I" 

" Who speaks ?" repeated Mrs. Lechmere. drop^ns: Lat vrice 
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from its notes of high excitement again, to the tremiilous ca- 
dency of debility and age, and looking about her at the same 
time, as if a sudden remembrance had crossed her brain; 
^ surely I heard sounds I should know T' 

** Here ; look on me — ^fix thy wandering eye, if it yet has 
power to see, on me,^ cried Kalph, aloud, as though he would 
command her attention at every hazard — ^ 'tis I that speak to 
thee, Priscilla Lechmere.'^ 

" What wouldst thou have ? My daughter I She is in her 
grave ! Her child ? She is wedded to another. — ^Thou art too 
late I Thou art too late ! Would to God thou hadst asked her 
of me in season — ^ 

" The truth — the truth — ^the truth T— continued the old man, 
in a voice that rung through the apartment in wild and start- 
ling echoes — ^' the holy and undefiled truth I Give us that, and 
naught else." 

This singular and solemn appeal awakened the latest energies 
of the despairing woman, whose inmost soul appeared to recoil 
before his cries. She made an effort to raise herself once more, 
and exclaimed — 

" Who says that I am dying I I am but seventy I and 'tis 
only yesterday I was a child — a pure, an uncontaminated child ! 
He lies — ^he lies I I have no mortification — I am strong, and 
have years to live and repent in." 

In the pauses of her utterance, the voice of the old man wau 
still heard shouting — 

" The truth— the truth— the holy, undefiled truth T' 

'* Let me rise and look upon the sun," continued the dying 
woman, ** Where are ye all ? Cecil, Lionel — ^my children, do 
ye desert me now ? Why do ye darken the room ! Give me 
h'ght — ^more light — more light I for the sake of all in heaven 
and earth, abandon me not to this black and terrible darkness I" 

Her aspect had become so hideously despairing, that the voice 
of even Ralph was stilled, and she continued uninterruptedly to 
shriek out the ravings of her soul. 
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.^ Why talk to such as I of deathf-^My dine has been too 
thorti — give me daya-^vB me houra — give me moments! 
Cecil — Agnes — Abigail : where are ye ! — ^help me, or I &11 T 

She raised herself^ by a desperate effoii^ £rom the pillows, and 
dtttohed wildly at the empty air. Meeting the extended hand 
of Lionel, she oanght it widi a dying grasp, gave a ghastly 
smile, under the fiilse security it imparted, and ialling^ backward 
again, her mortal part settled, with a iiniversal 'shudder, into a 
state of eternal rest. 

As the horrid exclamations of the deceased ended, so deep a 
stillness succeeded in the apartment^ that the passing gustB ot 
the gale were heard sighing among the roo6 of the town, and 
might easily be mistaken, at such a moment, for. the moanings 
of unembodied spirits over so accuTBed an end. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

I wonder, dr, ilnoe wires are inoDstaroos to yon. 
And that yon fly them, aA yon swear them, lordship, 
Tet, yoa desiie to marty.'*. 

AlL^S WILL THAT KOMI WSLL. 

Oboil had left the room of her grandmother, with the con- 
idousness of sustaimng a load of anguish, to which her young 
experience had hitherto left her a stranger. On her knees, and 
in the privacy of her closet, she poured out the aspirations of 
her pure spirit, in fervent petitions to that Power, which she, 
who most needed its support, had so long braved bj the 
mockery of respect, and the seemliness of idevotion. With her 
soul elevated by its recent oonmmnion with her Glod, and her 
feelings soothed even to calmness by the sacred' glow that was 
shed around them, the youthful bride at length prepared to re- 
sume her post at the bedside of her JEiged relative. 

In passing from her own room to that of Mrs. Lechmere, she 
heard the busy roice of Agnes below, together with the sounds 
of the preparations that were making to grace her own hasty 
bridal, and for a moment she paused to assure herself that all 
which had so recently passed, was more than the workings of a 
disturbed fancy. Ske gazed at Che unusual, though modest or- 
naments of her attire ; shuddered as she remembered the awful 
omen of the shadow ; and then came to the dreadful reality 
with ain overwhelming conviction of its truth. Aiter laying her 
hand on the door, she paused, with secret terror, to catch the 
sounds that might issue from the chamber of the sick. After 
listening a moment, the bustle below was hushed, and she, too, 
heard the whistling of the wind, as its echoes died away among 
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the chimneys and angles of the building. Encouraged by the 
death-like stillness of those within her grandmother's room, 
Cecil now opened the door, under the pleasing impression that 
she should find the resignation of a Christian, where she had so 
lately witnessed the incipient ravings of despair. Her entrance 
was timid ; for she dreaded to meet the hollow, but glaring 
eye of the nameless being who had borne the message of die 
physician, and of whose mien and language she retained a con- 
fused but fearful recollection. Her hesitation and her fears 
were, howeyer, alike vain ; for the ro<Mn was silent and tenant- 
less. Casting one wondering look around, in quest of the 
ibrm most dear to her, Cecil advanced with a light step to 
the bed, and raising the coverlet, discovered the fatal truth at a 
glance. 

The lineaments of Mrs. Lechmere had already stiflSBned, and 
assumed that cadaverous and ghastly expression, which marks 
the touch of death. The parting soul had left the impression 
of its agony on her features, exhibiting the wreck of those pas- 
sions which caused her, even in death, to look backward on that 
world she was leaving forever, instead of forward to the im- 
known existence, towards which she was hurried. Perhaps the 
suddenness, and the very weight of the shock, sustained the 
cheerless bride in that moment of trial. She neither spoke nor 
moved for more than a minute ; but remained with her eyes 
riveted on the desolation of that countenance she had revered 
from her infancy, with a species of holy awe that was not en- 
tirely free firom horror. Then came the recollection of the por- 
tentous omens of her wedding, and with it a dread that the 
heaviest of her misfortunes were yet in reserve. She dropped 
the covering on the pallid features of the dead^ and quitted the 
apartment with a hurried step. The room of Lionel was on the 
same floor with that which she had just left, and before she had 
time for reflection, her hand was on its lock. Her brain was 
bewildered with the rush of circumstances. For a single in* 
stant she. paused with maiden bashfulness, even recoiling in 
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sonakiTe shame from the act she was about to commit, when all 
hear fears, mingled with glimmerings of the truth, flashed again 
across her mmd, and she burst into the room, uttexdog the name 
of him she sought, aloud. 

The brands of a fallen fire had been carefully raked together, 
and were burning with a feeble and wavering flame. The room 
seemed filled with a cold air, which, as she encountered it, chilled 
the deUcate person of Cecil; and flickering shadows were playing 
on the walls, with the uncertain movements imparted by the 
unsteady light. But, like the apartment of the dead, the room 
was still and empty. Perceiving that the door of the little 
dressing-room was open, she rushed to its threshold, and the 
mystery of the cold air, and the wavering fire' was explained, 
when she felt the gusts of wind rush by her from the open door 
at the foot of the narrow stairs. If Cecil had ever been required 
to explain the feelings which induced her to descend, or the 
manner in which it was effected, she would have been unable to 
comply ; for, quick as thought, she stood on the threshold of the 
outer door, nearly uncoikscious of her situation. 

The moon was still wadii^ among the driving clouds, shed- 
ding just light enough to make the spectator sensible of the 
stillness of the camp and town. The easterly wind yet howled 
along the streets, occasionally lifting whirlwinds of snow, and 
wrapping whole squares in its dim wreaths. But nether man 
nor beast was visiUe amid the dreariness. 

The bewildered bride shrunk from the dismal view, with a 
keen perception of its wild ootiaonance with the death of h^ 
grandmother. In another monaent she was again in the room 
above, each part of which was examined with maddening anx- 
iety for the person of her husband. But her powers, excited 
and unnatural as they had become, oould su|^rt her no louger. 
She was forced to yield to the imp[«esion that Lionel had de 
serted her in the most trjring moment, and it was not strangle 
that she coupled the sinister omens of the night with his mys- 
terioufr absence. The heartnstricken girl clasped her hands in 
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anguish, and shmldng the name of her cousin, sunk on tint 
door in total insensibility. 

Agnes was busil j and happilj employed with her domestics^ 
in preparing such a display of the wealth of ihe Leohmeres as 
should not disgrace her cousin in the eyes of her more wealthy 
lord and master. The piercing cry, however, notwithstanding 
the bustle of hurrying servants, and the clatter of kniyes and 
plates, penetrated to the snpper-rooni, stilling each movement^ 
and Uanching every cheek. 

^ 'Tis my name !'^ said Agnes ; ^ who is it calls P 

** If it was po9siblej^ returned Merifon, with a suitable em- 
phasis, ^ that Master lioneFs bride could scream so, I should say 
it was my lady's voice 1" 

'^ lis Cecil-— tis Cecil P eri^ Agnes^ darting froim the room. 
^' Oh, I feared — ^I feared these hasty nuptials T 

Hiere was a general rush of the menials into the duanbers, 
when the fiital truth became immediately known to the whole 
family. The lifeless clay of Mnk Iiechmere was discorefed in 
its ghastly deformity, and, to all but Agnes, it afforded a suffi- 
cient solution of the situation of the 1>ride. 

More than an hour passed b^ore the utmost care of her attend- 
ants succeeded in restoring Cecil to a state in which questions 
might avail any thing. Then her cousm took advantage of the 
temporary absence of her women, to mention the haipe.of her 
husband. Cecil heard her with sudden joy ; but looking about 
the room wildly, as if seeking him with her eyes, she pressed her 
hands upon her hearty and fell backward in that state of insen- 
sibility, fix>m which she had just been roused. No part of this 
expr^ve evidence of her grief was lost on the other, who left 
the room the instant her care had succeeded in bringing the 
Bufferor once more to her recoUectiob. 

Agnes Danforth had nev^ regarded hier aunt with that con- 
fiding Teneradon and love which purified the affections of the 
granddaughter of the deceased. She haid always possessed her 
more immediate relatives, from whom she derived her feelings 
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a&d ofttnions, nor was ahe wanting in sufficient discernment to 
distinguish the cold and selfish traits that had so particularly 
marked the character of Mrs. Lechmere. She had, therefore, 
consented to mortify her own spirit, and submit to the priva- 
tions and dangers of thie .fiiege, entirely from a disinterested at- 
tachment to her couffln, who, without her presence, would ha?e 
found her solitude and situation irksome. 

In consequence of this disposition of her mind, Agnes was 
more shocked than distressed by the unexpected death that had 
occurred. Fethaps, if her anxiety had been less roused in be- 
half of Cecil, she might have retired to weep otot the departure 
of one she had known so long, and of one, also, that, in the 
sincerity of her hearty she beUeved so little prepared for the 
mighty change. As it was, however, she took her way calmly 
t6 the parlor, where she sunmionod Meriton to her presence. 

When the valet made his entrance^ she assioned the appear- 
vice of a composure that was £ir from her fedings; said desired 
him to seek his master, with a request that he would give Miss 
Danforth a dbort interview, without delay. •• During the time 
Meriton was absent on this errand, Agnes endeavored to collect 
her thotights for any emergency. 

Mi^iute passed after minute, however, and the valet did not 
retuiii.. She arose, and stepping lightly to. the door, listened, 
and iho9>ght she heard his footst^ ttioving about in the more 
distim^ parts of the bmUingj witK K quieknesti that psroved he 
conducted the search in good &ith^ At length d^e heaid them 
nigher, and it was soon certaki be was on Ids return. Agnes 
seated hereel^ $s before, aiid with m ait thikt QCMoed as if she 
expected to receive ihid master instep of the man. Meriton, 
however, returned alone. 

** Major Lincoln,'^ she said, ** you desired him to meet. me 
heror 

The whole countenance of Meriton expressed his amiicement, 
as he anlppr^r^dr^ 

'^ Loid t Miss Agnus, Master lion^ h|M gbae oiit ! gone out 
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on »uch a night ! and what is more remarkable, he has gone 
out without his mourning; though the dead of his own blood 
and connections lies unburied in the house T' 

Agnes preserved her composure, and gladly led the valet on 
in the path his thoughts had taken, in order to come at the 
truth, without betraying her own apprehensions. 

" How know you, Mr. Meriton, that your master has been so 
far forgetful of appearances f* 

^ As certain, ma'am, as I know that he wore his parade uni^ 
form this evening when he left the house the first time ; though 
little did I dream his honor was going to get married 1 K he 
hasn't gone out in the same dress, where is itf Besides, 
ma'am, his last mourning is under lock, and here is the key in 
my pocket." 

^'Tis singular he should choose such an hour, as wdl as thb 
time of his marriage, to absent himself!" 

Meriton had long learned to identify all his interests with 
those of his master, and he colored highly under the oblique 
imputation that h« thought was no less cast on Lionel's gallantry, 
than on his sense of propriety in general. 

" Why, Miss Agnus, you will please remember, ma'am,** he 
answered, '^ as this wedding hasn't been at all like an English 
wedding — ^nor can I say that it is altogether usual to die in 
England as suddenly as Ma'am Lechmere has been pleased — ^ 

'* Perhaps," interrupted Agnes, ** some accident may have 
happened to him. Surely no man of common humanity would 
willingly be away at such a moment." 

The feelings of Meriton now took another direction, and he 
unhesitatingly adopted the worst apprehensions of the young 
lady. 

Agnes leaned her forehead oft her hand for a minute in deep 
reflection before she spoke again, then, raising her eyes to the 
valet, she said — 

" Mr. Meriton, know you where Captain Polwarth Sleeps 1" 

^ Certainly, ma'am ! He's a gentleman aa always sleeps iv 
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' his own bed, unless the king^s service calls liim elsewhere. A 
considerate gentleman is Captain Polwarth, ma'am, in respect of 
himself." 

Miss Danforth bit her lip, and her playful eye lighted for an 
instant, with a ray that banished its look of sadness : but in an- 
other moment her features became demure, if not melancholy, 
and she continued — 

" I believe, then — ^'tis awkward and distressing, toe, but noth- 
ing better can be done.** 

" Did you please to give me any orders, Miss Agnus ?" 

" Yes, Meriton ; you will go to the lodgings of Captain Pol- 
warth, and tell him Mrs. Lincoln desires his immediate presence 
here, in Tremontnatreet." 

" My lady I" repeated the amazed valet : " why, Miss Agnus, 
the women says as my Jady is unconscionable, and does not 
know what is doing, or who speaks to her ! A mournful wed- 
ding, ma'am, for the heir of our house P 

^ Then tell him," said Agnes, as she arose to leave the room, 
*' that Miss Danforth would be glad to see him." 

Meriton waited no longer than was necessary to mutter his 
approbation of this alteration in the message, when he left the 
house, with a pace that was a good deal quickened by his grow- 
ing fears on the subject of his master's safety. Kotwitiistanding 
his apprehensions, the valet was by no means insensible to the 
severity of the climate he was in, nor to the peculiar qualities 
of that night, in which he was so unexpectedly thrust abroad to 
encounter its fury. He. soon succeeded, however, in making his 
way to the quarters of Polwarth, in the midst of the driving 
snow, and in defiance of the cold that chilled his very bones. 
Happily for the patience of the worthy valet, Shearflint, the 
semi-miiitary attendant of the captain, was yet up, having just 
discharged his nightly duties about the person of his master, 
who had not deemed it prudent to seek his pillow without prov- 
ing the consolations of the trencher. Ihe door was opened at 
the fint tap of Meriton, and when the other had expressed hit 
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sorpriBe by the usaal 6XcIamationa,t}ie (wo attendants aidjoumeU 
to the sitting-room, where the eiUb^s of a good wood-fire were 
yet shedding a grateful heat in the apartment 

"^ What a shocking countiy is this America for cold, Mr. 
Shearflint T' said Meriton, kicking the brands U^etherwiUi his 
boots, and rubbing his hands over the coaku ^ I doesn't think 
as our English cold is at all like it It's a stronger and a bett^ 
cold, is ours, but it doesn't cut one like dull razors, as this here 
of America." 

Shearflint, who fancied himself particularly liberal, and e^er 
jQade it a point to show his ntiagnammity to h^s eneniies, never 
speaking of the colonists without a sort of protecting air, that 
he intended should reflect largely on 'his own candor, briskly 
replied— 

"This is a new country, Mr. Meriton, and one shouldn't be 
over*nice. When one goes abroad, one must learn to pu|;t up 
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" Well, now, I call myself a little particular in respect of 
weatiier," returned Meriton, **^» any going. But give me £ng^ 
land for c^mate, if for nothing else. The water comes down 
in that blessed countay in good, honest drops, and not in 
little frozen bits, which prick one's face like sp: many fine 
needles I" 

"' You dp look, Mr< Meriton, a little as if you had been shak- 
ing your mast^s powder-puff about yo^ own ears. But I 
was just finishing the heel-tap of the captain's hot toddy ; per* 
haps if you was to taste it^ 'twould help to thaw out the 
idears.'^ 

^ God bless me, Shfsarflint !" said Meriton, relinquishing his 
grasp of &e.tankia:d, tp take, breath after a most vigorora 
draught—'^ 4o you alwikya stiiff his night-cap so iMck ?" 

'^No— tuo; tlie captain cai^ tell a mixture by his nose, and it 
doesn't do to make partiiil alterations in his glasSy" returned 
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Shearflint, giving the tankard a circular motion to stir its con* 
tents, while he spoke, and swaUowing the tnfle that remained^ 
apparently at a gulp. ^Then, as I thinks it a pity that any 
thing should be wasted in these distressing times, I generally 
drinks what's left, after adding sum'at to the water, just to mei« 
low it d6wn. But what brings you abroad such a foul nighty 
Mr. Meriton V* 

^ Sure enough, my idears wanted thawing, as you instigated, 
Shearfiint I Here have I been sent on a message of life and 
death, and I was forgetting my errand like a raw boy just hired 
from the country I" 

*' Something is stirring, then I" said the other, offering a 
chair^ which his companion received, without any words, while 
Pblwarth's man took another, with equal composure. *^I 
thought as much, from the captain's hungry appearance, when 
he eame home to-night, after dressing himself with so much care, 
to take his supper in Tremont-street" - 

^ Something has been stirring, indeed I For one thing, it is 
certain. Master Lionel was married to-night^ in the King's 
Chapeir 

" Married P edioed the other. " Well, thank Heaven, no 
such unavoidables has befallen us, though we have been ampu* 
trated. I couldn't live with a married gentleman, no how, Mr. 
Meriton. A master^m breeches is enough {<x me, without one 
in petticoats to set him on f 

'\That dep^ids altogether on people's conditions, Shearflint,'' 
returned Meriton, with a sort of condescending air of condo- 
lence, as though he pitied the other's poverty. ^ It would be 
great folly for a captain of foot, that is nothing^/ a captain of 
foot, to unite in Hymen. But^ as we say at Bavenacliffe and 
Soho, Cupid will listen to the siyths of the heir of a Devonshire 
baronet, with fifteen thousand a year." 

"• I never heard any one say it was more than ten,** inter* 

rupted the other, with a strong taint of ill-humor in iua 
mmmer. 
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** Not more than ten I I can count ten m jsel^ and I ain sure 
fcbere must be some that I doesn't know oV^ 

•* Well, if it be twenty " cried Shearflint, rising, and kick 
ing the brands among the ashes, in a mann^ to destroy all 
the cheerfulness of the little fire that remained, ^it won^ 
help you to do your errand. You should remember that 
us servants of poor captains have nobody to help us with our 
work, and want our natural rest What's your pleasure, Mr. 
Meriton T 

" To see your master, Mister Shearflint" 

^ That's impossibility I he's under five blankets, and I wouldn't 
lift the thinnest of them for a month's wages." 

" Then I shall do it for you, because speak to him I must. 
Is he in this room f " 

"Ay, you'll find him somewhere there, among the bed- 
clothes," returned Shearflint, throwing open the door of an ad« 
joining apartment, secretly hoping Meriton would get his head 
broken for his trouble, as he remoyed himself out of harm's way, 
by returning to the fireplace. 

^ Meriton was compelled to give the captain several rough 
shakes before he succeeded in rousing him, in the least, from 
his deep slumbers. Then, indeed, he overheard the sleeper 
muttering — 

" A damn'd foolish business, that I Had we mad6 proper use 
of our limbs, we might have kept them. You take this man to 
be your husband — ^better for worse — ^richer or poorer — ^ha! who 
are you rolling, dog ? Have you no regard to digestion, to shake 
a man in this manmer, just after eating ?" 

** It's I, sir— Meriton." 

" And what the devil do you mean by this liberty, Mr. I, or 
Meriton, or whatever you call yourself!" 

" I am sent for you in a great hurry, sir — awfiil things have 
happened to-night up in Tremont — ^ 

** Happened T' repeated Polwarth, who by this time was thor- 
oughly awake. " I know fellow, that your master is married— 
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[ gave the bride away myself. I suppose nothing else, that i& 
particularly extraordinary, has happened ?** 

" Oh I Lord, yes, sir : my lady is in fainting-fits, and Master Li- 
onel has gone,God knows whither, and Madam Lechmere is dead Y* 

Meriton had not concluded, before Polwarth sprang from his 
bed in the best manner ha was able, and began to dress himself^ 
by a sort of instinct, though without any definite object By 
the unfortunate arrangement <^ MeritiMi's intelligence, he sup- 
posed the death of Mrs. Lechmere to be in consequence of some 
strange and mysterious separation of the bride from her hus- 
band, and hia busy thought^ did not fSui to recall the singular 
interruption of the nuptials, so often mentioned. 

^ And Miss Daalbrth,'* he asked — ^^ how does she be|r it ?" 

^ Like a woman^ as she is, and a true lady« It is no spiali 
thing as puts Miss Agnus beside herself sir T' 

^ No^ that it is not ! ^he is much more apt to drive others mad.** 

^ 'Twas ska, air, as sent me to desire you to come up ta Tre- 
mont-straet without any delay." 

^ The devil it was ! Hand me that boot, my good fellow. 
One boot, thank God, is sooner put on than two 1 The vest and 
stock next You, Shearflint ! where have you got to, sirrah I 
Bring me my leg, this instant l" 

As soon as his own man heard this order, he made his ap- 
pearance ; and as he was much more eonveisant with the mys- 
tery of his master's toilet, than Meriton, the captain was soon 
equipped for his sudden expedition* 

Duruig the time he was dressing, he continued to put hasty 
questions to Meriton, eonoetning the cause of the disturbance 
in Tremontrstreet, the answers to which only served to throw 
him more upon the ocean of uncertainty than ever. The 
instant he was clad, he wrapped himself in his cloak, and, 
taking the arm of the valet^ he essayed to find his way through 
the tempest to the spot where he was told Agnes. Danforth 
awaited his appearance, with a chivalry that^ in another age, 
•ad under difierwt circumBtances, would have made him a heroi 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

* Fim4 U&Mf»t mam how nitb tboa Ap^«atMtt* 

NoTWiTH8TAivDiNa the nnnBual alacritj with which FblwarUi 
obeyed the tmexpeeted summons of the capricious being whose 
Ulyot he had so long courted with so little apparent snoeeasy he 
lingered in his steps as he approached near enough to ib^ house 
in Tremontrstreet to witness the glancing lights whi<^ flitted 
before the windows. On the threshold he stopped, and listened 
to the opening and shutting of doorSi and all 4ho6e marked and 
yet stifled sounds, which are wont to succeed A ymt of the gHm 
monarch to the dwellings of the sick. E[ia rap was unanswered, 
and he was compelled to order Meriton to show him int6 the 
hftle parlor where he had so often been a guest, under more 
propitious eircumstanoea. Here he- found Agnes, awaiting his 
appearance with a gravity, if not sadness of demeanor, that in« 
stantly put to flight certain complimentary effusiotis, iHth which 
the captain had determined to open the interview, ia order to 
follow up, in the true temper of a soldier, the onall advantage 
he conceived he had obtained in tbd good Opinion of his mis- 
tress. Altering the exulting ezpr68sio& of his featuies^ with his 
first glance at the countenance of Miss Danforth, Polwarth paid 
his comjpliments in a manner bett^ smted to the state of the 
fiitmily, and desired to know if in any manner he could contribute 
to their comfort or relief. 

^ Death has been amoiig us. Captain Polwarth," said Agnes, 
^ and his Visit has, indeed, been sudden . and unexpected. To 
add to our embarrassment. Major Linrioln is missing I" 

Afi she oonduded, Agnes fastened her eyes on the face of the 
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oOior, as though Bhe would require an ^planaUon of the unao 
countable absence of the bridegroom. 

^Lionel Lincoln is not a man to fly because death ap- 
proaches," returned the captain, musiAg ; ^and less should I 
suspect him of deserting, in her distress, one like the loyely 
creatuiB he has married. Perhaps lie has gone in quest of mod* 
icalaid?" 

^ It cannot be. I have gathered from the iMX^n sentences 
of Cecil, that he, and some third person to me unknown, were 
last with my aunt, and must have been pibs^nt at her death ; 
for the &ce was covered. I found the bride in. ihe looin, which 
Lionel has lately occupied— r-the doors open, and with indications 
that he and his imknown companion had left the house by the 
private stairs which communicate with the western door. As 
my cousin speaks but little, all other due to the moyements of 
her husband is lost, unless tiiis ornament, whidi I found glitter* 
ing among the embers of the flre^ may serve lor such a purpose. 
It is, I believe, a soldier's gorget." 

'^ It is, indeed ; and it would seem the wearer has been in 
some jeopardy, by this btdiet^hole through its centre^ By 
heavens! — ^'tis ihat of M^Fuse! — ^Here is the I6th engraved; 
and I know these little marks, which the poor fdlow was ac- 
customed to make on it at every battle ; for he never &iled to 
wear the bauble. The last was the saddest reootd of them all T 

^ In what manner, then, could it be conveyed into the i^rt- 
ment of Major lineoln I ia it possible that^^" 

^In what manner, truly I" interrupted Polwarih, rising in 

his a^tadon, and beginning to pace the room, in ihe best 

manner his mutilated condition would allow — ^Poor Dennis! 

that I should find such a relic of thy end at last I You did not 

know Dennis, I believe. He was a man, fair Agnes, every way 

adapted by nature for a soldier. His was the form of Hercules I 

the heart of a lion, and the digestion of an ostrich I But he 

could not master this cruel lead ! He is dead, poor fellow, he 

is dead P 

61 
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^ Still you find no clue in the gorget by which to trace €m 
living !" demanded Agnes. 

^Hal" exclaimed Folwarth, starting — "I think I begin to 
see into the mystery I The fellow who could slay the man with 
whom he had eaten and drunk, might easily rob the dead 1 
You found the gorget near the fire <^ Major Lincoln's rocMn^ say 
you, fair Agnes !" 

^ In the embers, as if cast there for concealment, or drc^ped 
in some sudden strait.*' 

^I hare it — ^I have it!" returned Folwarth, striking his 
hands together, and speaking through his teeth — " 'twas that dog 
who murdered him, and justice shall now take its swing : fool 
or no fool, he shall be hung up like jerked beei^ to dry in the 
winds -of heaven P^ 

^'Of whom speak you, Folwarth, with that threatening air P 
inquired Agnes, in a soothing voice, oi which,, hke the rest o( 
her sex,, she weU knew not only the power, but when to exer* 
cise it 

"Of a canting, hypocritical miscreant, who is called Job 
Fz»y-r-« fellow with no more conscience than brains, nor any 
more brains than honesty. An ungainly yillain ; who will eat 
of your table to-day, and put the same knife that administeired 
to his hunger to your throat to-m<»row ! It was such a dog 
that bntofaered the glory of Erin r 

" It must have been in open battle, then," said Agnes, ^ for 
though wanting in reason, Job has been relffed in the knowledge 
of good and evil. The child mmt be s^ongly stamped with 
the wrath of God, indeed, for whom some tSott is not made 
by a Boston mother, to recover his part in the gteiat atone- 
ment" 

^ He, then, is an exception ; for surely no Christain will join 
you in the great natural pursuit of eating at one moment^ and 
torn his fangs on a comrade at the next" 

^ But what has all this to do with the absent bridegroom ?" 

^* It proves that Job Fray has been in his room since the ftne 
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WM replenished, or some otiher than you would hkre femid the 
gorget" 

^It proYes a. singular nasociation, truly, between Major lin- 
cbln and the fflmpleton,** said Agnes, mii^g;' ^but still it 
throws no light on his disa{^aranee/ -^iSras an. old man that 
my cousin mentioned in h^ une^ineeted setttenees^r 

^ My life on it, fair Agnes, that li Major Lineoln has left the 
house mysterioib^y to-night, it is under* the ^danoe-of that 
wretch ! — ^I hare known -them togeth^ in oouiiefi more t^iaii 
once, before this.** 

^l%en, if he be weak enough to foniake such a womft» as 
my cousin; at the in^gation of a fbol^ he is unworitiyiof aa^ 
oUier thought l** 

Agnes colored as tHie spoke, atki turked -the "C^iversation 
witfaa manner that denoted, how deeply she Tesented lihe sligbt 
to-Cedl. • 

The peculiar ffituatxon of the town, and the absei^feee <yf aR h^ 
own male relatives, soon induced Miss Danforth to listen to the 
reiterated' offers of s^nnce from the eaptiun, and finally to ac- 
cept them. Tlieir conference was long and confidential; nor 
did Polwarth' rethrie^ until .hi» footsteps wero aansted by the dttU 
light of ihe approachihg day. When he left the house to re- 
turn to his own quarters, no ii<£hg8 had been heard <^ Lionel, 
whose intentional absence was^now so certain, ihat the captain 
proceeded to give his orders for the fittieral of the deceased, 
without any further delay. He hadcainVassed wilh Agnes the 
propriety of every arrangement so- fully, that he was at bo loss 
how to conduct himsel£ It had been determined between them 
that the state of the siege^ as well as eertain indications of move- 
ments whicii were already making in the garrison, rendered it 
inexpedient to delay the obsequies a moment longer that was 
required by tiie unavoidable preimrations. • 

* • » * • 

Acc<^ngly, the Lechmere vault, in the churchyard of ihe 
'King's Ohapel,' was directed to be opened, and the vain trap- 
pings^ in which the dead are usuidly enshrouded, were provideil 

15 
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The same dergynutn, ^ho had bo lately pronounced the msptiaj. 
benediction over the child, waA now required to perform tJxe 
last meUtOicholy offices of the church over the parent^ and the 
invitatioDS to the few frienda of the fiEunily who renxained in tho 
place were duly issued in suitable form. 

By the time the sun had fallen near the amphitheatre of hills^ 
along whose crests were, here and there, to be seen the works 
of the indefisvtigable men who held the place in leaguer, the 
iiiief preparationa for the interment of the deceased were com- 
pleted. The prophetical words of Ealph were now fulfilled, 
and, according to the custom of the proyince, the doors of one 
of its proudest dwellings were thown c^n for all those who 
chose to enter and depart at will The funeral train, though 
respectable, was far from .extending to that, display of solemn 
ooiintonaBifles which Boston, in its peace and pride, would not 
have failed to exhibit on any similar occasion. A few of the 
oldest and woBi respected of the inhabit^yutSf who were distantly 
connected by blood or alliances with the deceased, attended; 
but there had been nothing in the oold and selfish character of 
Mrs. Lechmere to gather the poor and dependent in aprrowing 
gcoup^ around her funeral rites. The passage of the body, from 
its late dwelling to the tomb, was quiet, decent, and impressive, 
but entirely without any demonstrations of griefl Cecil had 
buried herself and her sorrows, together, in the privacy of her 
own room, and none of the more distant relatives who had col- 
lected, male or female, appeared to find it at all difficult to 
restrain their feelings within, the bounds of the most rigid de- 
corum. 

Dr. Liturgy received the body, as usual, on the threshold of 
the sacred edifice, and the same solemn and affecting language 
was uttered over the dead, as if she had departed soothed by 
the most cheerful visions of an assured fiuth. Ji» the service 
proceeded, the citizens clustered about the coffin, in deep atten- 
tion, in admiration of the unwonted tremor and solemn^ itafi 
had crept into the voice of the priest* 
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lanomg this little collection of the inhabitants of the colony 
were interspersed a few men in the military dress, who, having 
known the family of the deceased in more settled times, had 
not forgotten to pay the last tiibute to the memory of one of 
its dead. 

When the short service was ended, the body was raised on 
the shoulders of tihe attendants, and borne into the yard, to its 
place of final rest At such a funeral, where few mourned, and 
none wept, no unnecessary delay would be made in disposing 
of the melancholy relics of mortality. In a very few moments, 
the narrow tenement, which contained the fostering remains of 
one who had so lately harbored such floods of human passion, 
was lowered firom the light of day, and the body was left to 
moulder by the side of those who had gone before to the dark- 
ness, of the tomb. Pierhaps, of all who witnessed the descent 
of the coffin, Polwarth alone, through that chain of sympathies 
which bound him to the caprice of Agnes, feH any emotion at 
iEtll in consonance with tl« solemn scene. The obsequies of 
tihe dead were, like the living character of the woman, cold, 
formal, and artificial. .Hie sexton and his assistants had hardly 
commenced replacing ^e stone which covered Ae entrance of 
the vault, when a knot of elderly men set the example of deser- 
tion, by moving away in a body fix)m the spot As they picked 
their footsteps among the graves, and over the frozen ground of 
the churchyard, they discoursed idly together, of the fortunes 
and age of the woman of whom they had now taken their 
leave forever. The curse of selfishness appeared even to have 
&llen on the warning which so suddcm an end should have 
given to those who forgot they tottered on the brink of the 
grave. They spoke of the deceased as of one who had failed 
to awaken the charities of our nature, and though several ren- 
tured their conjectures as to the manner in whieh she had dis^ 
posed of her worldly possessions, not one remembered to lament 
that she had continued no longer to enjoy them. From this 
theme thev soon wandered to themselves, and the whole party 
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quitted th^ churekjard joking each otl^er on the iai*ba<^ of 
time, each man attemptiDg to ape the elastic tread of jQuth, ia 
Older not only to ooitceal from his compaiuoDa the ravages of 
age, but with a vaiu desire to extend the artifice so far, il posr 
Bible, as to deceive himselfl 

WheB the seniors <^ the party withdrew, the remainder of 
the spectators did not hesitate to follow; and in.a fow mibutiw 
Fdwarth £i>und himself standing before, the yault| with only two 
others of ail those who had. attended the. body. The captaiiiy 
who had been at no little ei^mise of timer and trouble to maiiir 
f4in the d^oencies which became a 2iear friend of the^ family of 
the deceased^ stood a msnute longer, to permit these [lingering 
followers to i«tife. alsa before* he turned his own back on the 
place of the dead; But perceiving they both .maintained their 
posts, in silent Attrition, he raised his eyfs, more . curiously, to 
examine who these loitereos might be. ^ 

The one neaiest to himself was a.man, whose dr^ and air 
bespoke him to be of no very exalted rank in life, while the 
other was- a woman, c^ even -an inferior condition, if an oj^nioi^ 
might 1^ formed from thf squalid miaery that was exhibited in 
)k&t attire. A little fatigued, with the^arduous labors of the 
day, and of \h» duties of the unusual pffice he bad assumed^ 
the worthy ct^ptaia touched his hat wiUi studied decorum, and 
said — 

^ I thank you, good people, for this mark of re^peot to the 
memory of my deceased friend ; but as we have performed all 
that can now be done in her behalf we will retire.'' 

Apparently encouraged by the easy and courteous mAnner of 
Polwarth, the map approached 8^ iBgh^, and, after bowing 
with much respect, ventured U> say^^ 

^ They tell me 'tis the funeral of Madam Lechmere that I 
hAVtf witnessed r . 

: ^ They tell you true, sir,** returned the eapti^n, beginning 
slowly to piok his way towards the gate : " of Mrs. Priscilla» 
the relict of Mr. John Lechmere — a lady of a creditable d^^ 



XIONXL LlVCdLN, ^41 

scent, aiid I ihiA it ^ill hot be denied that she has had honor- 
able intennent" 

** If it be the lady I suppose,'* continued the stranger, " she 
is of an honorable descent, indeed^ He^ maiden name was 
Lmcoln, and she is aunt to the great Devonshire baronet of that 
family." 

" How 1 iaow yott the lincoks ?^ exdaimed Polwafih, stop- 
ping short, and turning to exanu'ne the other with -a stricter 
eye. Percrfving, however, that the stranger ^as a man of 
harsh and peculiarly forbidding features, in the vulgar dress al<>> 
ready mentioned, he muttered — ^^ You may have he&rd of tiiem, 
friend, but I should doubt whether your intimacy could amount 
to such wholesome fEmuliarities as eating and drinking." 

*' Sponger intimades than that, sir, are sometimes brought 
about between mten who were bom to very different fortunes,'' 
returned the stranger, wim a peculwrly torcastio and ambigu- 
ous smilcj which m^ant more tiian taet the eye. '^ But ^1 who 
know die lincolnii, sir, wiQ allow their daims ' to distinction, 
if this lady was one of them, she had reason to be proud of her 
blood." 

** Ay, you are not tmnted, I see; wil^ tbese reTH>lutionary no 
dons, my Mend," returned Polwarth : " she was also connected 
with a very good sort of a family in this colony, called the Dan- 
forths—^ou know the Danfortbs ?" 
' " Not at all, air : I—-" . . 

** Not know the Danfcarths !" exrcMmed Polwarth, once more 
stopping to bestow a freer *scrutihy on his companion.- After a 
short pause, however, he nodded his head, in approbation of his 
own conclusions, -and added-^"Nd, no^-I am wrong — ^I' see you 
could not have known much of the Danforths." 

'Hie stranger appeared quite wflling- to overlook die cavalier 
treatment he received, for he continued to attend the difficult 
'botsteps of the maimed soldier, with the scime respectful defer- 
ence as before. 

" I have no knowledge of the Danforths, it is true," he an- 
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swei^ ; '' but I may boast of some mtimaoy with the family of 
Lincoln." 

^ Would to God, then/' cried Polwartii, in a sort of soliloquy, 
which escaped him in the folness of his heart, *' you could tell 
us wh^t has become of its heir I" 

The stranger stopped short in his turn, and exclaimed — 

'* Is he not serving with the army of the king^ against this 
rebellion ? Is he not here ?" 

" Qe is here, ch: he is there, or he is anywhere : I tell you he 
is lost" 

<' He is lost r echoed the other. 

" Lost I" repeated a humble female voice, at the very elbow 
of the captain. 

This singular repetition of his^own language aroused Pol- 
warth from the abstraction into which he had suffered himself 
to fall. In his course from the vault to the churchyard gate, 
he had unconsciously approached the woman before mentioned, 
and when he turned at the sounds of her v<Hce, his eyes fell 
full upon her anxious countenance. The very first ^anoe was 
enough to tell the observant captain that, in the midst of her 
poverty and rags, he saw the broken remains of great female 
beauty. Her dark and intelligent eyes, set as they were in a 
sallow and sunken coimtenance, still retained much of the 
brightness, if not of the softness and peace, of youth. The con- 
tour of her face was also striking, though she might be said to 
resemble one whose loveliness had long since departed with her 
innocence. But the gallantry of Polwarth was proof even 
against the unequivocal signs of misery, if not of guilt, which 
were so easily to be traced in h^ appearance ; and he too much 
respected even the remnants of female charms which were yet 
visible amid such a mass of unseemliness, to regard them with 
an unfriendly eye. Apparently encouraged by the kind look ol 
the captain, the woman ventured to add — 

** Did I hear aright, sir ? Said you that Major Lincoln was 

lost r 
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^ I am afraid, good woman,^' retttttied the captain, leaning 
on the iron-shod stiok, with which he was wont to protect. his 
footsteps along the icy streets of Boston, ^' that this siege has, 
in your case, proved unusually severe. If I am not mistaken 
in a matter in which I profess to know much, nature is not 
supported as nature should be. You would ask lor food, and 
God forbid thai I should deny a feUow-creature a morsel of that 
which constitutes both the seed and the fruits of Ufe. Here is 
money." 

The muscles of the attenuated countenance of the woman 
worked with a sudden conviQsive moticm, and, for a moment, 
she glanced her eyes wistl^y towards his silver, but a slight 
flush passing quickly over her pallid features, she answered-— 

'^Whatever may be my wants and my suffering, I thank my God 
that he has not levelled me with the beggar of the streets. . Be- 
fore that evil day shall come, may I find a place amongst these 
frozen hiUocks where we stand! But I beg pardon, sir: I 
thought I heard you speak of Major Lincoln.'' 

^ I did ; and what of him ? I said he was lost ; and it is 
true, if that be lost which cannot be Ibund.'* 

^^ And did Madam Lechmere take h^ leave beibre he was 
missing ?" asked the woman, advancing a step nearer to Pol- 
warth, in her intense anxiety to be answered. 

^'Do you think, good woman, that a genUeman of Major Lin- 
coln's notion of things would disappear alter the decease of his 
relative, and leave a comparative stranger to fill the office of 
principal mourner ?" 

^ The Lord forgive us all our sins and wickedness P mut- 
tered the woman, drawing the shreds of her tattered cloak 
about her shivering form, and hastening silently away into the 
depths of the graveyard. Polwarth regarded her unceremo- 
nious d^^arture for a moment in surprise, and then, turning to 
his remaining companion, he remarked^- 

^That woman is unsettled in her reason, for the want of 
wholesome nutriment It is just as impossible to retsdu the 
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podren of the mind, and neglect the stomachy as it is to expect 
a truant boj irill make a learned masu" Bj this time the 
worth J oaptain had forgotten -whom it was he addr^Msed, and he 
eontmued, in his usual philosophic strain^ ^Children are sent to 
school to learn ali useful intentions biit that of eating ; for to 
eatr-^that ia, to eat with judgmeot^is aa much of an invention 
as any other discoviery. Erery mouthful a mam awallows- has 
to undergo four important operations^ each of which may be 
called a crisis in the human constitution.'' 

*^ Suffer me* to help you oiner this grave,'' said the other, offi- 
ciously o&ring,hiB assistance. 

^ I thank you, air, I thank your— 'tis a sad' cbmmeobiry on 
my woidsl" xeiucned theioaptein,- with a mcbncholy smile. 
*^ The time has been when I served in ^ light corps; but your 
men in unequal quantities are good : icr little else but gairh- 
sons I Ab I was' sayings there i9 fnadj ihii selection $ ^sbcond, 
mastication; third, deglutition; andilastly, ihe digestion." * 

^ Quite true, sir," said the Istrahger, a littier abruptly : ^thin 
diet and light meals are best for the bndn." > -; : ; 

'^ Thin diet and light meals, sir, are' good; for nothing but to 
rear dwaifii and idiots P Ntdmed the deiptaih, with soine heat. 
* I rc^at to yon, sirw—f 

He was interrupted liy the strfltnger,who8iiddeidy smothared 
a <£ssatation on the cpnnecdon between the material and im- 
matarial, by addng^-^ 

** If the heir of such a &mily be lost, ia there none to see thai 
he is found again ?" 

Polwarth,' finding himself thus cheeked in ^<k reij opening 
of his theme, stopped aigain, and stared the other full in the 
face for a^ taoment, without making any repJy. His kind fed 
ing, howerer, -got the better of his displeieure, and. yielding to 
the interest he felt in ihe fiafte of liond, he answeied-^ 

^ I would go all lengths^ and meur every hazard, to do him 
lendoe*" 

^ fhen, nr, accident has broughl'thcse together who are wiB- 
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ing to engage in the same undertaldng. I, too, will do my 
utmost to discover him. I have heard he has friends in this 
province. Has he no connection to whom we may apply for 
intelligence t" 

*' None nearer than a wife." 

*' A wife r reputed the otber, in surprise. ^ Is he, then, 
married f " 

A long pause ensued, daring which the stranger mused deep- 
ly, and Polworth. bestowed a still more Bearehing scrutiny than 
ever on his companion. It would appear that the result was 
not satis&ctory to the captain; for, shaking his head, in no 
very equivocal manner,. he resunied the task <tf .picking his way 
among the graves, towards the gate^ wiib renewed <liligence. 
He was in the act oJT seating hims^ in the pung, whibA the 
stranger i^n stood at his!eIboWy and said— ! ' 

>' Jf I knew where to find Jus wi^, I wouId>ofier my services 
to the lady." 

Eohrarth pointed to the building of winch Cecil was novr the 
mistnes^ and answerod, somewhat superciUously, as he drove 
awj^— 

^ l^e is there, my good friend, but yonr application will be 
useless." '. 

The stranger |:eGeived the direction in an understanding man- 
ner, and smiled with sidiified coixfidence, while he took the op- 
posite route from that by whicli the busy eqnipage^f the captain 
had already disappeared. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

" Up FiBh-«t»Mt I down Salot Magnns* oonMr I 
Kill and knock down I Throw them into Thames 1 — 
What nolae li ttli I hew? Dan any be §o bold to aonnd 
Betreat or pariey, when I command them kill ?** 

Kino Hknst IT. 

It was rardj, indeed, that the eqiud-minded Polwarth under- 
took an adventure with so fell an intent as was the dispontion 
with which he directed the head of the hunter to be turned to- 
wards the Dock Square. He had long known the residence of 
Job Praj, and often, in passing from his lodgings, near the 
common, into the more fashionable quarter of the town, like 
good-natured epicure had turned his head to bestow a nod and 
a smile on* the unsophisticated admirer of his skill in the culi- 
nary art But now, as the pung whirled out of Com Hill into 
the well-known area, his eye fell on the low and gloomy walls 
of the warehouse,. with a &r less amicable design. 

From the time he was apprised of the disappearance of his 
fiiend, the captain had been industraously ruminatbg on the 
subject, in a vain wish to discover any probable reason that 
might induce a bridegroom to adopt so hasty, and, appaienUy, 
so unjustifiable a step, as the desertion of his bride, and that, 
too, under circumstances of such peculiar distress. But the 
more he reasoned, the more he found himself involved in the 
labyrinth of perplexity, untix he was glad to seize on the slight- 
est clue which offered, to lead him from his obscurity. It has 
already been seen in what manner he received the intelligence 
conveyed through the gorget of MTuse, and it now remains for 
us to show with what commendable ingenuity he improved the 
hint. 
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It had always been a matter of surprise to Polwarth, that a 
aaan like Lionel should tolerate so much of the society of the 
simpleton; nor had it escaped his observation, that the com- 
munieations between the two were a httle concealed under a 
shade of mystery. He had overheard the foolish boast of the 
lad, the preceding day, relative to the death of MTuse ; and the 
battered ornament, in conjunction with the place where it was 
found, which accorded so well with his groveUing habits, had 
tended to confirm its truth. The love of Polwarth for the 
g^nadier was second only to his attachment for his earlier 
Mend. The one had avowedly fallen, and he soon began to 
suspect that the other had been strangely inveigled from his 
duty by the agency of this ill-giflted changeling. To conceive 
an opinion, and to become confirmed in its justice, were results 
generally produced by the same operation of the mind, with 
this disciple of animal philosophy. Whilst he stood near the 
tomb of the Lechmeres, in the important character of chief 
mourner, he had diligently revolved in his mind the brief argu- 
ments which he found necessary to this conclusion. The 
arrangement of his ideas might boast of the terseness of a syl- 
logism. His proposition and inference were something as fol- 
lows : — Job murdered M*Fuse ; — some great evil has occurred 
to Lionel ; — ^and therefore Job has been its author. 

It is true, there was a good deal of intermediate argument to 
support this deduction, at which the captain cast an extremely cur- 
sory glance, but which the reader may easily conceive, if at all 
gifted in the way of imagination. It woidd require no undue belief 
of the connection between very natural effects and their causes, 
to show that Polwarth was not entkely unreasonable in suspect- 
ing the agency of the simpleton, nor in harboring the de^ and 
bitter resentment that so much mischi^ even though it were 
sustained from the hands of a fool, was likely to awaken. Be 
that as it may, by the time the pung had reached the point 
already mentioned, its rapid motion, which accelerated the or- 
dinarily quiet circulation of his blood, together with the aoone 



B46 LIO N B L .LI N C O LN. 

through which he had just passed, Mud the recoUoctdoiis which 
had been crowding ob '.his mind, con^Bpiredlo Wind'upliis ree- 
olution. to a Teiy ctetinate pitch of detenoQinatioiL .Of all h]« 
sdiemesy embraciiig, as they did, eompidsioii, obnlessioii, and 
punishment) Job Frmy. was, of connc^ destined to' :be both the 
subject* and the victim. > 

The shadows of evening were; ah«adj> thrown upon thetown^ 
and the cold, had long befi>oe driven the; few dealersin. n»i^ and 
vegetablea, who continued to find didlTremployiaieiii aroiind the 
ill-fumished diambles, to* their skverali hnnes.. in^theii: steqd 
there was oaly to be aeen & kneagper aoKl/impovgerished folkywer 
of the camp, stealing ahmg the shadows of ^tfae ibtuldii^f with 
her half-Cuiiished child, as. they seacched^ among: the offals of 
the maiicet for soine :negtected anorsd^ixi ieke oi^.ithe acasty 
meal ci the night* But whilo the comnran .'mart pr^sanied ^^^ 
af^aranee of. duUnees and waht^ ^e k>#Br part of :the i^quarp 
exhibited- a very difiefent aspect.. 

Ihe warehouse was surrounded by a .body of m^n in uoaform, 
whose disoi:der}y >and ri^id movemenlB rpioclMnell it onoe^ to 
the experienced eye of the captadn, that they 'w^*e engaged in 
a sc^e of lawless violence. Some were rushing imaousiy into 
the building, armed with euch weapons as the streets firsit 
offered to their hands, whi^e others retur](ied> filling the air with 
their threats and outcries. A ci^ostant jemrrent of e^ger solders 
was setting outr vcf tjie ^dark passages in ,the neiglhboihood to- 
wards the place, and every window of the buildiiigi was crowded 
with excited witneeses, who dung to the walls^ apparently ani^ 
ma^g thosQ within by their .dieersand applause. 

When Pol warth bade BhearflintpuU the reiiis,:ho eaugfat the 
quick, halif-fomniod sestoices ihat biu«t fr6ni the sioters, and 
ev^ bef(»re her was aUe^ in the duskinessTof ihe^^ening^ to dia- 
covei- the facings of their unifanii^ his ear. detected the' weil- 
biown dialect of the Koyal Irish. The wh<^e truth now^ btoiB 
upon, him at once, and throwing his obese person frati the 
sleigh, ii^ the beat manner he was able, he hobbled into .the 
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throng, with s -mgaha c<Hnpoimd of feeling, which owod its 
birth to the oi^MKingHnpulses of a tlurst for yengeluiae, aad the 
lingering influence xd his natural Idndnees, Beitter men. than 
the captain haire, howevcir^ loit sight of their humanity, under 
those fierce iijrB^)aiyiies>tkat-Ju:eawakened in nioments of tumult 
and yiolence. By the time, he had fbroed his person into the 
larg^, dark apartnient that lonned the main building, he had, 
in a great degree suffered himself to be irorjoed ia|o a sjt^mnees 
of purpose,' which comported resj iM inA. his inteUigence and 
rank. Be even listened with unaocoimtable jdeasure to the 
threats and denuneiationawhidL filled die. hmUing; unjtil he 
foresaw, from their savage nature;: theie was .great, dlmger that 
one half of his oh^eet^ this disbovcory of Lionel, was hk^Iy to be 
frustrated by their fulfihiient Animated sKUyir by this impres- 
sion, he threw the riotsiafirom him: with pfodigioui energy, and 
sueoeeded in gaining a pontson where^he might' bispcnne.a more 
efficient actor in the fray. 

Thero was still light enough, to disoover Job Prdy^plaiqed in 
the centre of the wacehbiise, on Jiis misd»hle bed, in an ;attiti)de 
between lying and sitting. While his bodily condition seemed 
to require the former position, his fears had induced, him to 
atteinpt the ktter. The large, red blotches whi^h .'Coy^refihis 
unmeaning countenanoe^ and his flushed eyeballs, too plsinly 
announced that the unfortunate young ma% in addition'to hav- 
ing become the object of the .wrath of a lawless mob, waa ^ f rey 
to the ravages ol t^at loui disorder whidi had long before ;lighted 
on the town. Around diis squalid saibjebt of poverty and dis- 
ease, a few of the havdiest of the rioters, chiefly the surviving 
grenadiers of the |8th, had gathered; whiiothe lesa e^cited^ or 
more dmid' among tbam^ praotiaed their means bf: aimoyance at 
a greater iBstaniee from the mahgii atomsphtoe of t^ distemper. 
'^e bnuBed and bloody penion of the simpleton D[ianif9sted how 
much he had already snared froia the hmids of his tormentors, 
who happily possessedno rery fictal wesponS| or the scene would 
have been much earlier terminated. Motwith^tanding )n% great 



350 LIONEL LINCOLN. 

bodilj debility, and tlie preauDg dangen that beset him on 
every side, Job oontinaed to &C6 his assaihinta, with a sort of 
stupid endurance of the paina they inflicted. 

At the sight of this revolting iq)ectacley the heart of Polwarth 
began greatly to relent, and he endeav<«ed to make himself 
heard in the clamor c^ fifty voices. But his presence was un- 
heeded, for his remonstrances were utt^ied to ignorant men, 
irildly bent on vengeance. 

^ Pul the baist from his rags P died one— *^ 'tis no a human 
jian, but a divil's imp, in the shape of a fellow-<H*atur V* 

^ For such as him to murder the flower of the British army I" 
taid another — ^^his small-pox is nothing but a foul invintion o^ 
th<) ould one, to save him from his daisarrevings I" 

^ Would any but a divil invint such a disorder at ail f " inter- 
nA^>ted a third, who, even in his anger, could not f<»'get his 
humor. '^Have a care, b'ys, he may ^ve it to the whole 
femily the naat'ral way, to save the charges of the inoculation P 
^Have done wid ye'r foolery, Terence," returned the first; 
would ye trifle about deatii, and his unrevengedt Put a 
coal into his filth, b'ys, and bunen it and him in the same 
bonfire r 

'^ A coal! a coal! a brand for the diviFs. burning!" echoed 
twenty soldiers, eagerly listening, in the madness of their fiiry, 
to the barbarous advice. 

Polwarth again exerted himself^ though unsuccessfully, to be 
heard; nor was it until a dozen voices proclaimed, in disap- 
pointment, that the house contained neither fire nor fuel, that 
the sudden commotion in the least subsided. 

'^Out of the way! out of the way wid ye!" ix>ared one of 
gigantic tnould, whose heavy nature had, like an overcharged 
volcano, been slowly wrought up to the eve of a fearfrd erup- 
tion — *^ Here is fire to destroy a salamander 1 Be he divil or be 
he saint, he has great need <^ his prayers !" 

As he spoke, the fellow levelled a musket, and another instant 
would have decided the fate of Job, who cowered before the 
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danger with instinctive dread^ had not Polwarth beat up the 
piece with his cane, and interposed his body between them. 

" Hold your fire, brave grenadier," he said, warily adopting a 
middle course between the language <^ auth<»ity and that oi 
counsel. ^ This is hasty and unsoldier-like. I knew, and loved 
your late commander well ; let us obtain the confessions of the 
lad before we proceed to punishment— there may be others 
more guilty than he." 

The men regarded the unexpected intruder with such furious 
aspects, as augured ill of their deference for his advice and sta- 
tion. ** Blood for blood I" passed firom mouth to mouth, in low, 
sullen mutterings ; and the short pause which had succeeded 
his appearance was ah^ady broken by still less equivocal marks 
of hostility, when, happily for Polwarth, he was recognized, 
through the twilight, by a veteran of the grenadiers, as one of 
the former intimates of M^Fuse. The instant the soldier com- 
municated this discovery to his fellows, the growing uproar 
again subsided, and the captain was relieved from no small 
bodily terror, by hearing his own name passing among them, 
coupled with such amicable additions as ^his ould fri'nd I" — 
^ an offisher of the light troops I" — ^ he that the ribbils massa- 
cred of a leg P d^. As soon as this explanation was generally 
understood, his ears were greeted with a burst fiK)m every 
mouth, of — ^ 

" Hurrah for Captain Pol]ywarreth 1 Mia fri'nd I the brave 
Captain Pollywarreth I" 

Pleased with his success, and secretly gratified by the com- 
mendations that were now freely lavished on himself with 
characteristic liberality, the mediator. in;^proved the slight ad- 
vantage he had obtained, by again addressing them. 

'^I thank you for your good opinion, my Mends," he added) 
'' and must acknowledge it is entirely mutual. I love the Boyai 
Irish, on account of one that I well knew, and greatly esteemed, 
and who, I fear, was murdered in defiance of all the rules of 

62 



S5S LiONSi. LiNCOLar. 

^Hear ye that, Dennis f murdered P 

'^JUood for bloodr' imtteped three or four surly reioee at 
ouoe. 

"Let 418 be deliberate^ that ire.inay be jurt, and juot that our 
▼engeanee may be awful," Pcdwartk quickly aoewered, feaiful 
that if the t<ment onoe mcMre broke looee, it wcNild exoeed hie 
powers to stay it "A true aoklier always awake his ocdem; 
and what regiment in the army can boast of ita disdpline^ if it 
be not the 18th t Form youiaelyes m a circle aiound your 
prisoner, and listen, while I extract the truth from; him. After 
that, sheuld he prore guilty,.! will con«g& him to your tender- 
est mercy." • 

The rioters, who only saw^ in the delay, a more methodical 
execution of their own violent purpose, received &e proposition 
with another shout^ and the name ui Polwarih, pronounced in 
all the yarieties of their barl)aious idioms, rung. loudly through 
the naked rafters of the building, while they dispcised themaehres 
to comply. 

The captain, with a wish to gain time to command his 
thoughts, required that a hght should be struck, in order, as he 
said, to study the workings of the countenance of the accused. 
As the night had now gathered about them in good earnest, the 
demand was too reasonable for objection, and with the same 
headlong eagerness that they had manifested a lew xmBUtes 
before, to shed the blood' of Job, they turned their attention, 
with thoughtless versatility, to effect this harmless dbjeet A 
brand had been brought, fbr a very di£^nt end, when the plan 
of burning was proposed, and it had hem cast ande i^am with 
the change of purpos6^ A few of its sparks were now ^oSected, 
and some bundles.of oakum, which .lay in a oomevofihe waro- 
liouse, were fired, atid carefoUy fed in 8uc}i a maimer as ta died 
a strong" lights through- e^eiy cranny c^ the glomny -edifice, ' 

By the aid of this fitful glare, the eaptain succeeded bnoe 
more in mare^alfing the rioters in such amamier thai; no' eoirert 
mjury could be offered to Job. The whole affair now assumed, 
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etirioeity of the men lirithout overcame their feais of infectioii, 
and they crowded into the place, in earnest attention, nntil, in a 
very few moments, no other eotind was audible bat the difficult 
and oppressed respiratieia of th^r victim. When all the other 
noises had ceased, and Poiwardi perceived by the eager and 
savage eomitenances^ athwart which the bright glare of the 
burning hemp was gleaming, that delay might yet be dangerous, 
he proceeded at once in his inquiries. - 

" You may see, Job Pray, by the manner in which you are 
surrounded," he ssdd, ''that ji^dgment has at length overtaken 
you, and that your only hope for mercy lies In your truth. 
Answer, then, to such questions as I shall put^ and keep the 
lear of God before your eyes." 

The captain paused to allow this exhortation to produce its 
desired effect. But Job, perceiving that his late tonnentors 
were quiet, and to all appearance bent on no immediate wasr 
chiety sunk his head languidly upon his blankets, where he lay 
in silence, watching, with rolling and ansdous eyes, the smtallest 
movements of his enemies. Polwarth soon yielded to the im* 
patience of his listeheis,. aaad continued*^ 

"" You are acquainted with Major lincoln F 

^ Major Lincoln 1" grumbled three or four of tlie gr^tadiem ; 
''is it of him that we want to hearf ^ 

''One moment, my wcHTthyliSths; I shall (xjme at the whole 
truth the 4Sooner, by taking, ibis indirect coiuse." ' . ! : 

"Hurrah for Oaptain 'P<^ywarr^th f shouted the rioters, 
''him thatrthe ribMkixBissacrekl of A legP 

"Thank. yoa^r^aaik> you,/ my considerate frieiids : knswer, 
fellow, witliout ipreraridttioQ ; you dare' not 'deny io- me your 
knowledge of Major: liiidoln r 

After a momentary pau^ ii.k>w voice was heard muttering 
unong'tfae blankebk^ :' 

'^ Job knows all the Boston people; and Major LiiDccihi is a 
Boston boy.** 
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*'But with Major Linooln you bad a more particular acqiuunt* 
anoe. Restnun your impatieiice, men^ these qaeetiooa had 
directlj to the facto you wish to know." The rioters, who were 
profoundly ignorant <^ what sort of fiicts they were to be made 
acquainted with by this examination, looked at each other in 
uneasy doubt^ but soon settled down again into their fonner 
deep silence. "You know him better than any other gentleman 
of the army ?" 

" He promised Job to keep off the grannies, mid Job agreed 
to run his ar'n'da" 

"Such an arrangement betrays a greater intinuu^ than is 
usual between a wise man and a fool I If you are then so 
close in lei^e with him, I demand what has become of your 
associate!^ 

The young man made no reply. 

^ You are thought to know the reasons why he has left his 
friends,*^ returned Polwarth, " and I now demand that you de- 
clare theuL^ 

** Declare P r^)eated the simpleton, in his most -unmeaning 
and helpless manner : " Job was never good at his schooling.*' 

" Nay, then, if you are obstinate, and will not answer, I must 
withdraw, and permit these brave grenadiers to work their will 
on you." 

This threat served to induce Job to raise his head, and assume 
that attitude and look of instinctive watdifidness that he had so j 

recently abandoned. A slight movement of the crowd followed, 
and the terrible words of ** Blood for blood P* again passed among 
them in sullen murmurs. The helpless youth, whom we have 
been obliged to call an idiot, for want of a better term, and be- 
cause his mental imbecitity removed him without the pale 
of legal responsibility, now stared wildly about him, with an 
increasing expression of reason, that might be ascribed to the 
force of that inward fire which preyed upon his vitals, and whicfa 
seemed to purify the spirit in proportion as'it consumed the ma- 
terial dross of his existence. 
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'^ It'a^ ag'iu the laws of the Bay to beat aud tormeut a fellow- 
ci<eature," he said, with a solemn earnestness in bis ydice, that 
would have melted hearts of ordinary softness; *^and, what, is 
more, it's ag'in His holy book I If you hadn't made oven-w<^od 
of the Old North, and a horse-stable of the Old South, you might 
have gone to hear such expounding as would have made tlie 
hair rise on your wicked heads i" 

The cries of " Have done wid his foolery I" " The imp is 
playing his games on us 1" ^^ As if his wooden mockery was a 
church at all fit for a ra'al Qiristian !" were heard on every side, 
and they were succeeded by the often repeated and appalling 
threat of " Blood for blood I" 

^^ Fall back, men, &11 back !" ctied Polwarth, flourishing his 
walking-stick in such a manner as effectually to enforce his 
orders ; ^^ wait for his confession be^Dr^ you judge. Fellow, this 
is the last and trying appeal to your truth — ^your life most prob- 
ably depends on the answer. You are known to have been in 
arms against the crown. Nay, I myself saw you in the field on 
that day when the troops a-a-a countermarched from Lexing- 
ton ; since when you are known to' have joined the rebels while 
the army went out to storm the intrenchment on the heights ot 
Ohadestovm." At this point in the recapitulation of the offen- 
ces of Job, the captain was suddenly appalled by a glimpse at 
the dark and threatening looks that encircled him, and he con- 
cluded with a laudable readiness ; ^ on that glorious day when 
his majestjr's troops scattered your provincial rabble like so many 
sheep driven fix>m their pastures by dogs I" 

The humane ingenuity of Polwarth was rewarded by a burst 
of loud and savage laughter. Encouraged by this evidence of 
his power over his auditors, the worthy captain proceeded with 
an increased confidence in his own eloquence. 

" On that glorious day,^ he continued, gradually warming 
with his subject, ^ many a gallant gentleman and hundreds of 
fidarless privates met their fftte. Some fell in open and manly 
fight, and according to the chances of regular warfare. Some—* 
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h^-e-m — flome havie been mutilated ; and ^11 carry fte marka 
of their glory with them to the grcve." His voico grew a litde 
thiek and husky aa he proceeded; but^ ahaking off- hn weak- 
ness, he ended with an energy that he intended should curdle 
the heart, of the i^soner: ^* while, fellow, some have been 
murdered!" 

^ Blood for blood P was heard again passing its fearful round. 
Without attempting say longef to repress the- rising spirit of 
the rioters^ P<dwarth continued his interrogatories, entuelfled 
away, by the strength of- his own feelhigd^ on tlys sensiiiTe 
aubject. 

^Remember you such a man as Dennis M'Fuse ?" he demanded 
in a Yoice of thunder ; '* he that- was treaeheroaiBly i^ttn in-ybur 
inmoet trencheo, after the day was won { Answer me,, knave, 
were you not among the i^bble, and did not your own vile himd 
the Woody deedT . 

A few words were heard from Job, in a low, mutteanjig tone^ 
of which only '^ the rake-helhe%^ and ^ the people will teach -em 
the law !'' were soffidently distinct to be understood. 

^Murdei^ him! pMct him sowl from body!" exclaimed' the 
fiercest of the grenadietis. 

- *^ Hold," cried Polw^rth ; ^^ but one mioment more — ^I would 
relieve mf mi^d from the debt I owe his memory. ^>ea^ fel' 
low ; what know yoii of th^ death of tjie commander of these 
brave grinadiewr : . . , ' 

Job, who had lisi^^Md to hia Hf ords atten^vely, though his 
uneasy eyes still continli^d to watch tl)e slightsst naoyemeilts of 
his fees, xiow turned to the^^)eakerlwith n look of feoEsh triumph, 
and answwed— 

'^ The 18th came tip the^ hill, shouting like roaring lions 1 but 
the Royal Irish had a de^tth-howl, that evening, over their tallest 
man !" 

Fdwarthti^mbled with the Violent of the passioas that be&et 
Inm ; but^ while with one hand he motioned to the meii to keep 
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^aok^'With tfaB other he pfoduoed the buttered garget froin hii 
fMx^et^ and heldit before the eyteA of the simpl^iL 

"Ejiow jae, this f" he demitiided; ^'who ^eniliie bullet 
through this &tal hole P / 

' J%>bilk>ok:£he':orfiflmei]tty and for a momkit regarded it with 
an. u^Ksonsdotia look. But' his cooiiienancb grachially lijghting 
idthia Toj/t of 'uBiiauai meamag,- he lai^bed' . in soomfnl ezultat 
tioov » he answered*-^ I 

: '' Though Job k a foK^ he ean^eoi P: 

Polwarth started bade lighasty. vhiior^^ fiecee ,t»sentmenta of 
txisinider. listeners hrbka through all restraini; : THey raiiM a 
loud and aatage shout, as one: man, fiUing- ihe Imilding 'with 
hoarse execrations and cries for vengeance. TWeiity eiqpedienti 
to destroy 'their captive irare. named ihabiieaiii^andivith all 
tht*!dieraateiaaticr veheiittdnce of their nation; ; Most of diem 
wonld have been irregulaiiy ad<^>tdd, had not the. main who at* 
t«i»dM.the bnzni&g hemp: caught u|i a bundle' of the fltming 
eomt^nstiUe, nnd shouttbd aloud-*^ 

** Smodder him in the fiery flamed' l--r-he's ah imp df 'darkness; 
biOTen;him in his rags froot biefbre the £side df oiiai P ' 

. The barbarous prgpoeidoii T4ras:nec^v«d'.«]th a sort of fc^uded 
joy^ flfnd in atiK)tber momenta dosen hitndfuls of ihe; oakum were 
impending above the detotedhead of Kherih^plesa lad. Job 
made t feeUe attempt to; avett the dreadful .£U»r that threatened 
him»;but he could <^r no other vecfstanoe than his otto iireak«t 
ened arm, and the abject mjoaniiigis of* Usiaqx^tenl; mind. He 
was enveloped in a ctoiid of biaok »flOK>ke, tiiioug^ which ^ 
Ibrk^ flames had already beguh to. T^idiff when* a wtoman burst 
into tho throng, caMitig &e fi^ cdn^nstibles fiiom her, on 
either side, as she advanceid, with a alrengA .that seemed supep- 
natural. When she had reached th^ bed, ahe tore aside the 
smoldi^ pile with hands that disr^ard^ the heat, and placed 
herself before the victim, like a fierce lion^M at bay^ in defence 
of her whdps; In this attitude she stood f^n instant, r^gioxUiig 



858 LIONKLLIKCOLN. ' 

the rioteiB with a breast that heared with passiona too stroi^ 
for utterance, when she found her tongue, and vented j^r emo^ 
ti<HiB with all the fearlessness of a woman's indignatioii. 

** Ye monsters in the shape of men, what is't jt do f she ex- 
claimed in a T<Hce that rose above the tumult, and had the efiect 
to hush every mouth. ^ Have je bodies without hearts 1 the 
forms without the bowds of the creatures of God I Who made 
you judges and punishers of sins I Is tb«e a father «noDg 
you, let him come and view the anguish of a dymg duld ! Is 
there a son, let him draw near, and look upon a mother's sor- 
row I Oh I ye savages, w<«se than the beasts of the howling 
wilderness, who have mercy on their kinds, what is't ye do — 
what ist ye do P 

The air of msstemal intrepidity with which this burst from 
the heart was uttered, could not &il to awe the worst passions 
of the rioters, who gazed on each other in stiqnd w(»kder, as if 
uncertain how to set The hushed and momentaiy stillness 
was, however, soon broken once m(«e by the low, murmuring 
threat of "Blood for blood 1" 

^ Cowards 1 dastards I soldiers in name) and demons in your 
deeds !" continued the undaunted Abigail ; ^^corne ye here to 
taste of human blood ! Go-— away with you to the hills I and 
face the men of the Bay, who stand ready to meet you with 
arms in their hands, and come not hither to bruise the broken 
reed t Poor, suffering, and stricken as he is, by a hand fur 
mightier than yours, my child will meet you there, to your 
shame, in the cause of his country, and the law t" 

This taunt was too bitter for the unnurtured tempers to which 
she appealed, and the dying spark of their resentment was at 
once kindled into a bla2» by the galling ^be. 

The rioters were again in motion, and the cry of *^ Bum the 
hag and the imp together !'* was fiercely raised, when a man of 
a stout, muscular frame forced his way into the centre of the 
crowd, maMng room for the passage of a female, whose gait 
and attire, though her person was concealed by her mantle, 
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umouBced her to be of a rank altogeiher superior to the usual 
gatBtt of the warehouse. The unexpected appearance, and 
lofty, though gentle bearing of this unlooked-for visitor, serred 
to quell the lisiug uproar which waa immediately succeeded by 
so deep a silence, that a whisper could have been heard in that 
throng, which so lately reaounded with violent tumult and bar- 
Itarous execrations. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

'Aj, air, joa shall find dm retaooable; If it be so^ I ibAll do that that Is naaoa.* 



During tho close of the foregoing scene, Polwarth was in a 
bewildered state, that rendered him utterly incapable of exer- 
tion, either to prevent or to assist the e\ril intentions of the soldiery. 
His discretion and all his better feelings wi&re certainly on the side 
of humanity, but ihe idle vaunt of 4he simi^ton had stirred 
anew the natural tluist for vengeance. He recognized, at the 
first glance, in the, wan but 6|)eaking. lineaments of the mother 
of Job, those bdsd i«BHumt# of beauty that he had traced, so 
lately, m the squidid iemtle attendant who was seen lingering 
near the grave of Mrs. Lechmerei' As she rushed before the 
men, with all the fearlessness of a mother who stood in defence 
of her child, the brightness ci her dark eyes, aided as they 
were by the strong glare from the scattered balls of fire, and 
the intense expression of maternal horror that shone in every 
feature of her countenance, had imparted to her appearance a 
dignity and interest that greatly served to quell the imusual 
and dangerous passions that beset him. He was on the point 
of aiding her appeal by his authority and advice, when the 
second interruption to the brutal purpose of the men occurred, 
as just related. The effect of this strange appearance, in such 
a place, and at such a time, was not less instant on the captain 
than on the vulgar throng who surrounded him. He remained 
a silent and an attentive spectator. 

The first sensation of the lady in finding herself in the centre 
of such a confused and unexpected throng, was unequivocally 



Ibal of an alarmed and shifnkii^ cbdicaey ;. but^ forgettiag hex 
wonumiBli apprekemians in the next moment^ siie coUeotad ih» 
powers of bar Blind, lil» one sttataiaedbyliigh and laudable: 
intentiona, andcdiv>pping the silken folds qf her (^lash, exhibited 
the ptde, bnt^loi^ely oountenance of Cedl :t6 iheiTiow 'of the 
wondering bystander^ After ai momoit: of: profound atleiieay 
8fae'6po]ce--i^ •■..•. .1 . .■• ' .. j . • • 

^ I Imow not w^j I Had thia fierce coiieodoh ol &dea aroupd 
the sick-bed'of tbitt unlbrtunalift jotmg num^'' she aaid; "• but if 
it be widi evil pnrposej I charge, yon to inleat, as yoiLldFd the 
honor of your gallant profeaaon^ or ietBt the' power of .yonr 
leadiBra. I boaat myself a aoldiar'a infiv m^^ promiae yon,'in 
the nitme of xnud mho lim the ear of .fiowat pardon 'for. what ia 
past, or punishment few your noleneft, aa your condnct yoiav 
siBlvet;"- . . ■ . . 

Thar rtide littenoca ataiad aAeaeh -^tfierin irraaohitoh^sitaliDn^ 
seeming airt^a^^ to Waver in thaiSipoi{M»e». whan thb old g^BBE" 
dier, whose fi^nsanes^ had ao nearly dost' Job ik :life,, gruffly 
repliad^*- 

^If> you're: an^^ear'a iady, mladan^.youll.bo knowing how^ 
to feal l»r> the Mlkda of kim^.ih&tla dead aaid gone. -Iputit 
toKbi fiioe of ypw iladyifa]p^8.raasony::i£ it!a not^toQ/imich (of 
mienk to h^m^'^^-tsnd they such men 'as the 16thsy-HU>. hoar a £>ol 
boaMilng<»i tfaahaglnn98' >and7thn9iigh'theBti!eeta.of the town, 
that he haa been the death of: the like bf. Qa^n UVwto, of 
thegrenadidra of that same radg^raent r? 

^ t beliefo I upderatand' yon^ fiiond," rdiurMd . Qxiii ^for I 
haiTO heard it wlni^Mred ihat .the yoimg man . waa b^red to 
aid the Americana on Ihe bloody day to .whkli:y0a alhida— but 
if it is not lawful to kill idbalile, wiiat are you, whose whole 
trade ia war f 

^0 was iutennpted by halj^a^aaeh eager, though respeetful 
Toicea, muttering, in the incoherent, and vehement; manner oi. 
dmr eonntry^ ^it'a^dl a diiEBfeaee,:my lady i"-*^*" Fair fig^g 
ttn^t fbttl fightii^, and foul fighting is murder i" — ^wiih mai^ 

16 
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Other similar half-fbrmed and equally intelligible remonstranoes. 
When thi» burst was ended^ the same gr^snadier, who had be- 
fore spoken, took on himself the office <^ expUdning. 

^ If your ladyship spoke never a word again, ye Ve said the 
truth this time," he answered, ^though it isn't exactly the 
tmth at alL When a man is kill't in the fair war, it's a god« 
send ; and no true Irishman will gainsay the same : but skulk- 
ing behind a dead body, and taking aim into the fatores of a 
fbllow-creatuve, is what we complain of against the bloody- 
minded rasoaL Besides, wasn't the day wont and even his 
death couldn't give them the victory I" 

^ I know not all these mce distinctions in your dieadful call- 
ing, friend," Cecil replied, ^ but I have heard that many fell 
afiter the Ivoops mounted the works." 

"That did they ; sure your ladyship is knowing all about itl 
and it's the more need that some should be punished for the 
muidtfS'l Itfs hard to tell when we've got the day with men 
who make a fig^t of it after they are fiurly baitin T 

" That others suffered imder similar circumstances," continued 
Cecil, with a quivering lip, and a tremulous motion of her leye- 
lids, " I well know ; but had never su^qposed k more than the 
usual iDituneof every war. But ev^i if this youth ha$ ered 
— ^bok at him ! — ^is he an object lor the resentment of rien, 
who pride themselves on meeting iheir enemiea on equal t^rms ? 
He has long been visited by a blow from a hand fss ipi^tier 
than yours, and even now is laboring, in addition to all other 
misfortunes, under that dangerous distemper, whose violence 
seldom t^Mures those it seizes. Nay, you, in the blindness of yovr 
anger, expose. yourselves to its attacks ; and when you think only 
of revenge, may become its victhxis !" 

The crowd insensibly fell back as she spoke, and a large cir- 
cle was left around .the bed of Job, while many in the rear stole 
silently iram the building, with a haste ih&t betrayed how com- 
pletely apprehension had got.4h8 better of iheir more evil pai»^ 
iiotts. Cecil paused but an instant, and pursued her advantaf^. 
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" Go," she said ; " leave this dangerous vicinity. I have busi- 
ness with this young man, touching the interests, if not the li£9, 
of one dear, deservedly dear, to the whole army, and would bo 
left alone with him and his mother. Here is money — ^retiro 
to your own quarters, and endeavor to avert the danger you 
have so wantonly braved, by care and regimen. Go ; all shall 
be fcargotten and pardoned." 

The reluctant grenadier took her gold, and, perceiving that 
he was already deserted by most of his companions, he made 
an awkward obeisance to the fsir being before him, and with* 
drew, not without, however, casting many a savage and sullen 
glance at the miserable wretch who had been thus singularly 
rescued from his vengeance*. Not a soldier now remained in 
the building ; and the noisy and rapid utterance of the retiring 
party, as each vehemently recounted his deeds, soon became in* 
audible in the distance. 

Cecil then turned to those who remained, and cast a rapid 
glance at each individufd of the party. The instant she en* 
countered the wondering look of Polwarth the blood mantled 
her pale features once more, and her eyes fell, for an instant, in 
embarrassment to the floor. 

*^ I trust we have been drawn here for a similar purpose, Gap- 
tain Polwarth," she said, when the slight confusion had passed 
away — ^^the wel&re of a common friend ?" 

" You have not done me injustice," he replied. ** When the 
sad office, which your &ir cousin charged me with, was ended, 
I hastened hither to follow a clue which, I have reason to be* 
iieve, will conduct us to—" 

" What we most desire to find," said Cecil, involuntarily 
glancing her anxious eyes towards the other i^)ectator8. ^ But 
our first duty is humanity. Cannot this miserable young man 
be recenveyed to his own apartment, and have his hurts ex* 
amined ?" 

^ It may be done now, or after our examination," returned 
the captain, with a cool indifference that caused Cecil to look up 
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St him in surprise. Pwoeiving. tke u»&v0faW6 iiBpwseioJi • Jim 
apathy had produced, Polwifftii, turned. Cfffekf^slj^ to a couple of 
men who were still och^ous kx>k«r9-Qxi,;at'th^ottter.4par 'OC the 
buildings and oalkd to them-r^' Here, .Shf)«^9!l^, Merii^, ^ 
move the felloir infca yonder room." : 

The servants in waitings who had l^eeia ]|iU3ij$iii(>.woB4^iB|t 
witnesses of all that passed, received, th^s ^toaadat^ with sta^ng 
disgust Meriton was loud m hi$ mufuUurs^ And approMied the 
vei^ of diaobodftdnce before he ^mented to touch ,3ucb an 
object iof sqtiaUd laiaety. Aa C^il^ bo^Y^r, e|if<aoed the prder 
by. her wishes^ the- disagneeable duty waa pei^^^artn^ ai^ . Joh 
replaced on. his pallet im the .talrervfropi wjuch- he, had been 
nidiely dragged, an .hoii£ before; hf, th^ soldiers. ' , 
: At tiie momaib when aU danger <^ furtliedr: violence, (disap- 
peared, Abigail had sunk oju some of the lumber, of tljte apart* 
ment, where she remained during the reii^ovfdof .her diild, in. a 
iort of stupid apathy. When, however, she perpeiv^ed thf^ they 
were now smrrouoded . by those who ^ete bent on jdeeds of 
mercy lather than of anger^ she slowly folJbired into' the little 
room, and became an anxioiaa obaerrerof the i^icoeediDg 
events. 

" Folwardi seemed satisfied with.what had be^ 4one for Job, 
imd 00^ stood aioo^ in sullen atteltda^ftee oiu the pleasure ci 
Cecil. The latter, who had difected every mov^nefit with fe^ 
male tenderness and eare, l)ade the servants .'retire iuto the puter 
roGaoOy^sad. wait her. .orders. When Ab%ail, therefoi:e} took her 
placoy in silence, nieaif iJie bed of her <chfl4 there ; remained 
present, besides herself and the sick, only Cecil, ihe captain, and 
theunknawh man, who ha,d appairentityjled the fornii^ to the 
warehouse^ .In addition to the expbiug: {toDQtes pf . the oakunt, 
the feeble Hght of a candle was sbed.thtougb; the roo^i, merely 
rendering the ^oomy sodsery of its texuokts iiiore striking. 

Notwithstanding the high but calm resolution which Cecal 
had du^layed in the for€g!^g scei^ with the xioter^ and which 
BtiU mamilested itself in the earnest br^tness of her intelligent 
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ment, to conceal her expresedye features from the gaai^ of even 
thefcNrloni'&inalei.^ She placed heiself in one of. the: shadows 
<^ the rodm^ «aid> psrtLjrf nnsed ithe eaiach, bj .a ^gcaoeful 
maFensent of one of her. h^zids, whila she iddi^aaed'the sioii- 
pleton. 

. ^ Though I hiirTe fljQticome:hitiher: with say intj&nt to: punish, 
nor in juiy jsi^uamer. to iirtiniidate: you with threats, Job Pray/' 
•he/said, with An eaJpneetnesfr that rendered the soft tq^nes of her 
voice doubly impressive — ^** yet have I come to queilitiQik ydu,xm 
flftatted that.it would be wrongs aa weH ias cniel in yoii, tomis- 
represent, or in any manner to conceal— ^^ : > 

^ You: have little cause io'fear that .any- thing, but ihe^ truth 
iwili be uttered by my 'child," inteirupted. Abigail . ^.The same 
power that destroyed his reasan, has dealt tenderly with' hit 
heartr^he boy knows no goiie :. wonklJto God the sa^ conkl 
be eaid of the sufnl woman who boie him T' : . 

^ I hope the cha]»cter you give yonir son will be supported 
by his conduct,*' replied Cecil : " with this assurance of his in* 
teg^ty, I will direedy queistionl him. ! But that you may see J 
take no idle Hberty with the younlginan^let me explsdn my 
motives." She hesitated a mcknent, and averted her &ee xmoon* 
Seieusly^^aa she! continued — ^^I should 'ihink,^Ab)giElil Fray; that 
niy. person <must:be known to you* P 

f.U isrrp4t is," returned Ihe impaitientiWQman^ who appeared 
to: £mI the feminine and pdished' elegance of> the other are-t 
proach to her own misery — " you aite the happy and wekHhy 
heiress of her whom I have . seen this day laid in her .vault The 
grave will open for all alifceTrnthe>riG(h add the poor, the: happy 
as well as the wretchied I Yes-^yes, I know you I you» ane the 
bride of. a ri^ man's son !" / 

Cecil shook back the dark tzesses tihsit had iallen about her 

... » 

countenance, and raised her face, tinged wSith its lichest J^kHmfti 
is>he answered, with an air of matonly 'dignity— . •' 

" K you then know of my marriage, you will at once perceive 
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that I have the interest of a wife in Major lincobi — ^I would 
wish to learn hit movements of your eoau^ 

** Of my boy 1 of Job 1 from the poor desjMsed child <^ pov- 
erty and disease, would you learn tidings <^ your husband ! — 
no-— no, young lady, you mock us ; he is not worthy to be in 
the secrets of one so great and happy I^ 

** Yet am I deceived if he is not Has there not been one 
called Ralph, a frequent inmate of your dwelling, during the 
past year ; and has he not been concealed here within a very 
few hours f 

Abigail started at this question, though she did not hesitate 
to answer without prevarication — 

^ It is true. If I am to be punished for harboring a being 
that comes I know whence, and goes I know whither, who can 
read the heart, and knows what man, by his own limited pow- 
ers, could never know, I must submit He was here yesterday ; 
he may be here again to-nigfat ; for he comes and goes at will. 
Your generab and army may interfere, but such as I dsre not 
forWd it'' 

''Who accompanied him when he departed lastP asked 
Cecil, in a voice so low that, but for the profound stillness of the 
place, it would have been inaudible. 

''My child — my weak, unmeaning, miserable child f said 
Abigail, with a reckless promptitude that seemed to court any 
termination to her misery, however sudden or adverse. " If it 
be treasonable to follow in the footsteps of that nameless man. 
Job has much to answer for P 

" You mistake my purpose — ^good, rather than evil, will attend 
your answers, should they be found true.'' 

" True l" repeated the woman, ceasing the rooking motion of 

her body, and looking proudly up into the anxious fece of Cecil-— 

" but you are great and powerful, and are privileged to open 

tiM wounds of the unhappy !" 

V* If I have said any thing to hurt the feelings of a child, I 
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shall deq>l7 regret the words," said Cedl, ivith gentJe fervor-^ 
'* I would rather be your friend than your oppressor, s!> you will 
team when occasion offers." 

" No — ^no — yott can never be a fiiend to meP^ exclaimed the 
woman, shuddering; ^^ih^ wife of Major Lincoln ought. never 
to serve the interests of Abigail Pray I" 

The simpleton, who had apparently, lain in dull indifference 
to what was passing, raised himself now from aipong his raga^ 
and said, with foolish pride — 

" Major Lincoln's lady has come to see Job, because Job is a 
gentleman's son I" 

'^ You are the child of sin and misery I" groaned Abigail, 
burying her head in her cloak — -^ would that you had never 
seen the light of day 1" 

'^ Tell me, then. Job, whether Major Lincoln himself has paid 
you this comptiment, as well as I,-" said Cecil, without regarcUng 
the conduct of the mother — ^^ when, did you see him last ?" 

'^ Perhaps I can pi^t tjbese questions in a more intelligible 
manner," said the stranger, with a meaning glance of his eye 
towards Cecil, that she appeared instantly to comprehend. He 
turned then to Job, whose countenance he studied dosely^ for 
several moments, before he continued-r-" Boston, must be a jGuae 
place for parades and diows, young man; do you ever. go to 
see the soldiers exercise ?" 

'^Job always keeps time in the marchings," returned the 
simpleton; ^''tis a grand sight to see the grannies treading it 
off to the awful sound of drums and trumpets !" 

"And Ralph," said the other, soothingly — redoes he march in 
their company too j" 

"KalphI he's a great warrior! ha teaches- the people their 
trainings, out on the hills — Job sees him there every time he 
goes for the major's provisions." 

"This requires some explanation," said the. stranger.. 

^ Tia eaaily obtained," returned the '>b6ervant Polwarth. ** llie 
68 
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yoting mm k^s hmi< t3Mkb^iii«r"<(€ oerUBii.iiltiQlQt, {icfriQi(lieiiU.y, 
from the coimtry.iiito- Ibe tMrn^ during ihe laA M:k .mcwtjifi, 
under the favor of a flag." 

Hie man mused a moment -b^re he parsued the 8uh|M(. 

** When were you hist iunang the rebeb, Johf ha a(i length 
asked. 

^^ Yon had best not eall .Jihe people febeky^ mattered ihe-y6ung 
OMin, snllenl^y^for thej ivson't pot up with. Utter names." 

'^I was wrong indeed," said the^^Btranger. ^ But when- went 
jrou hist f<Mr provisions!" ■ 

^ Job got in last Sabba'day morning; and. AaCa onlj ye^- 
lerdayF ■ • ' •' • ^ i '.: l /: - 

"^ How happened it^ leHoWfi^ yen tlid not hnhg 4hQ artidiee 

to me?" demanded Folwarth, with a good deal cC Impatient 

• . • ■ • •• • • • . ' ■ , . 

neaL • 

'^He hae nnqnesdonably a mfficient natam &x ike. apparnil; 
neglect," said the c^utioiai and aooAIng strangier* . '^Yon 
brought tibein here, X siip|k»e; lor tctte^Ofod teaaonl" 

^Ay! to feed, his «wn gluttony Tmiittived. the jnitatod 
csptain. 

The modierof the yonng man olaspc^ h^ haads' t<%6tlie)* 
oonrulsiyely, and made an effMt to rise and speftk; bat she 
sunk again into her hmnblepoi^tttre, asn choked by anotioiiB 
that were too strong for utterance. < 

Uns short, but impressi^ pantomime waa^ uniioliced'by the 
stranger, who co^^ued his inquiries In th^ iume cool and eai^ 
manner as before. 

"Are they yet here r he adced. 

^Certain," said the unsuspecting simpleton; ^J0b has hid 
^em tin Major Lincoln comes bftck. ' Both Balph- and -Major 
lincoln fbrgot to'tell Job wlmt to do with the pvovkioos."^ ' 

"In that case I am surprised yoii did notpmsuedim wMi 
your load." . : . i • 

" Ererybody thinks Jeb*s a • fi>dy" mtubteiisd 4he. y^ntg tOBXi ; 
*'but he knows too much to be lugging provisiotis out ag'in 



amcmg che people. Wiib/!'^ lie cdnlimi^ raising himael^ and 
speaking, with a bright glare dancing across* his. eyes, that 
betrayed how much be prized the eof^d adirantage — ^the 
Bay-men eome down ^withcarteloads o£. thiiigs to thi^ while the 
town 18 filled nHth hungerr 

"True; I hud . fi»gotten iiiej .weiie gone : <>m xunbng the 
Americans: of c«>urBe they wont ju^v, (Im flag .that you 
bore in?" -'•.;' 

^J^ob didn't bring, onyfla^^-r-iiis^ygua oi^rr^ the flags! He 
brought a turkey, a^ grand hamv'^ntd a Httle aa'iieTHbhere waan't 
any flag among them;'' 

. At the 86und of .tbose eatafajis, the icaptain pricked up his 
ean, aad.he {MX>babLy woi^ ha^eagiain yiolaled tha rigid rules 
of deoorum, had not itfaa strangdr oontinued hia questions. 

^I see the truth of all fc/a .siy, iny: semfiUeiftllow," he 
observed. ^It was easy for Ralph: imd Major linboln; to.go 
out by means of the same privilege, thai youtised to;^ enter." 

'^ To be sure^" tnutteiM Job, whOy/tii«d'of the <|Qasti6ii8, had 
already drc^ped his head again ambng his blankets-^t'^Balph 
knows the way — he*s BQfiton,b6rn l" 

The sitcan^t tuined io ih6 attenltive bride,' and bowed, as if 
he were satiafied with ^ xesuit of his' eiamination. Cecil 
understood . the seipraasian of- his eoontenmcia, and m^de a 
moyement towariia Ih^ pliice wherq Abigail .Pray was seated on 
a chesty betraying, l)y the renewed rocking 6f her body, and the 
U>^ grdusfl '1h^ . fvQiias i&oet 1x> tune .'eacnped '. her, /the ngon jr g£ 
mind ^e>eiiduredi ' - 

^My fii^ icarej" shii taid, speakii^ to the mother' of Jol\ 
^ shall be to prosidB':fqcy<mr>w»Bl^; afte whioh I may profit 
by whlai'wahiareiioW'gatl^aredifoMit yoiff saniff 

.^Gaie not>for me aaiid'.mUer tettimed Abigail, in a tone of 
Intt^r renghatiofni ^Thv hst lAow ia istruek, and ii behooves 
luch aa wetobow.ioukr henda t9 itin snlxniauon. Biqhea>and 
pieitty ^ckM not' sa^ .^our grandmoiheF ^m the teihb,' and 
peiluipA Death: nay tabs pity, ere long, 6x1. me* What do I 
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say, sinner that I am ! can I never bring my rebelliqiiB heart to 
wait his time P 

Shocked at the miserable despair that the other exhibited, 
and suddenly recollecting the similar evidences of a guilty life 
that the end of Mrs. Lechmere had revealed, Cecil continued 
fcilent, in sensitive distress. After a moment, to collect her 
thoughts, she said, with the meekness of a Christian, united to 
the soothing gentleness of her sex — 

^ We are surely permitted to admimster to our earthly wants, 
whatever may have been our transgressions. At a proper time 
I will not be denied in my wish to serve you. Let us now go," 
she added, addressing her unknown companion. Then, observ- 
ing Polwarth making an indication to advance to her assistance, 
she gently motioned him back, and antidpated his offer, by 
saying, "" I thank you, sir — ^but I have Meriton, and this worthy 
man, besides my own maid without — ^I will not further interfere 
with your particular objects." 

As i^e spoke, she bestowed a melancholy, though sweet smile 
on the captain, and left the tower and the building, be^m^ he 
could presume to dispute her pleasure. Notwithstanding Cecil 
and her companion had obtained from Job all that he could 
expect, or in &ct had desured to know, Polwarth lingered in the 
room, making those preparations that ahoBld indicate an inten- 
tion to depart He found, at length, that his presence was 
entirely disregarded by both mother and child. The one was 
still sitting, with her head bowed to her bosom, abandoned to 
her own sorrows, while the other had sunk into his customary 
dull lethargy, giving no other signs oi life than by 'his labored 
and audible breathing. The cf^ytain, for a moment^ looked 
upon the misefy of the apartment, which woce ' a still more 
dreary aspect under th» dull light of the paltiy cimdle, as well 
as at the disease and suffering which weve too plainly eidiibited 
in the persons of its abject tenants; but the glance at nether 
served to turn him from liis purpose. Temptation had be»et the 
hiunble foQower of Epicurus, in a form rdiat never fiEdled to sub- 
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due his most philosophic resolutions ; and, in this instance, it 
prevailed once more oyer his humanity. Approacdiing the pal- 
let of the simpleton, he spoke to him in a sharp voice, saying — 

" You must reveal to me what you have done with the pro- 
visions with which Mr. Seth Sage has intrusted you, young 
man — I cannot overlook so gross a violation of duty, in a mat- 
ter of such singular importance. Unless you wish to have the 
grannies of the 18th back upon you, speak at once, and speak 
truly." 

Job continued obstinately silent, but Abigail raised her head, 
and answered for her child — 

*' He has liever failed to carry the things to the quarters of 
the major, whenever he got back. No, no-**-if my boy was 
so graceless as to steal, it would not be him that he would rob P 

^ I hope so— I hope so, good woman ; but this is a sort of 
-temptation to which men ):eld easily in tiines of scarcity,^ re- 
turned the impatient captain, who probaUy felt some inward 
tokens of his own frailty in such matters. " K they had been 
delivered, would not I have been consulted concerning their 
disposition? The young man acknowledges that he quitted 
the American camp yesterday at an early hour." 

^ No, no," said Job ^ ^ Ralph made him come away on Satur- 
da-nighi He left the people without his dinn^." 

^ And repaid his loss by eating the stores i Is this your 
honesty, fellow ?" 

^ Ralph was in such a hurry that he wouldn't stop to eat 
Ralph's a proper warrior, but he doesn't seem to know how 
sweet it is to eat !" 

^ Glutton I gormandiser I thou ^trieh of a man I" exclaimed 
the angry Pdwarth-— *^isit not enou^ that you have robbed 
me of my own, but you mfust make me more conscious of my 
CM by thy silly prating I" 

'^If you reially suspect my child of doing wrong to his em- 
ployers," sidd Abigail, f^ you know neither his temper nor his 
Dreeding. I will answw for him. and with bitterness of heart 
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do I BKj it, thAt nolihiBg. Ill the. shape of Ibod hm- eiterad his 
mouth for many king, and weary hoars. Hear 3^011 not hib 
piteous loDgingar for nouriahmeiit t Qod^. who knom all hearts, 
will hear and beUsve his :cnr I* ' . * 

"' What -say you, womlin \^ .cried PoHrardi^ aghast -with hor- 
ror, ^not eaten^ did yoasay?— ^Why hasti thou« net, utmatnnd 
mother, provided for his 'v^antsf-^why ham he not shared iki 
y oar meals f 

Abigail looked up into his face with eyes that gleam^ with 
hopeless want, as die answered — . 

^ Would I willingly see the chUd of my body perish^ of hun- 
ger! The last crum he had waa.all tUit was lelb m% and that 
4Mune from the hands. of. one, who, in hetter jnstiee^ shimkl haae 
selit.inep<»80iir: -» '•..•! -.:, ■■ -. 

^Nab dbnt hnoinr ofitfaetboiie that Job fimiid-hefoare the bar- 
racks," said the yonng many ieebty;.^i wonder il..the king 
knows how sweet bones are>P - . 

^ And the. provisions,: i&b i atorea P cried- iPoLwartb, < neaUiy 
choking^^ fooMsb boy, what hast thou done. wkh. the. pro- 
visions?''. ' ' : 

"Job knew .the .gnannies. oouldn't ind them iinder that 
oakum/' said the 8impletcai,.raifiing hioiself.to point. Qot their 
place of concealment, with silly ejcultation^ — *^ when Major Zih- 
coln ebinea back,anaybe he'll ginre- Nab and! Job theibofeies to 
pick!" 

Polwfkrth was nosooter made.ac<^ainted:wiik/ihe siCilation 
of.%he i»^oue stores, than he tote them./froia tbek ^mseal- 
roent, with the violence of a maniac As. he separated the 
articles .with an unsteady hand, he mther peaMl thacnbrealhed ; 
and during the^ short openitkn,(«irQEy.featuee whis honflst fiuoe 
was working with extraordinary eanotioD. Kow and ihen he 
muttered in an under tone, — ^** No food P't-*^ ^uffiring of inani* 
Ctaal" or some siuoh expresrve exclamatien, that:8uffidently 
explained the ouirent ofhis thpugbts. , When all^'^aa iu% 
ea^bsed, heahqiafed, in a .tnemendous 
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^^learflim!' thoQ rMcaU Shearffifitr-wbere have jou bid- 
den yourself?" 

Therelttctant' ittenial knew how dangeooiw it was to hesitate 
answeristg asammooauitered in suoh.a iToioe,- and while bis mas- 
ter was yel repeatiii^ his ories, he appeared at'the.door of the 
litUe apartment) wiihit'fEioe eixjHBesMTe oflh0.de^{>e«t attentioau 

"• Light up the fire, thou prince oC idlei^ I"- Polw^adh con- 
tiaue4 in the same high strain; ^^'heito is ft)odj a^d there is 
hunger I God be praised that lamlfae maii who is pe)?mitted 
to bring the two acquainted I Hare, Uirow on o^ma-^light 
Tip,iightiJj)r 

As^tiiese rapid oi%lers.'weii& aooaaipanied.by a corresponding 
earnestness of action, theiser^ant^ who hnifew.his^ mlisterV humor, 
set hknself moet diligently at work to conq>ly« A pile of the 
tailed ^eotnbnslible was placed on the dtfiary and empty, hearth, 
«i»d by '8 touch of the candle^ it was ligbtodt iftto . a blase. As 
the i^oar of Ilia ehimney and the bright glare were heard and 
seavthaiiiothet and ishild.bc^'tiiizied.tl^.lQagiiDg'eyes to- 
wardalMe busy actdrs ia t^e soanfi. '. PolwaSlrth threw aside his 
eane^ and bixniBenced alietng ther;faam wUh a dexterity that 
idenoted gvsaipradice^aB weU asian eageme&s that renewed the 
inieditiofhia disgraced hinkiamtyi . ' 
■ ^ Biii^ w^oodrr-hand down that apology for . a . gridiron^r- 
make odalsi make ooda.atciieej raacjEj^" hesaidy at shert inter- 
Tals: ^ God fergive me, that I should ^ver have meditated evil 
to one sufifering under the heaviest of curses I D'ye hear, thou 
Sheardini 1 bring nioire wo0d ; I shall bd t$94j for the fire in a 
miBotei'* i .- ' ••// .•'.•' 

^ Tia impoaMUa,.' ar^'?- aaid; tiie'^wcnied domestic ; ." I have 
l«0B^:the 'sniaHaflltbhip';th<ti!a/is'to b^ feund^-^wo^d isitoo 
precicnui id Boston to ba lying in the stoeefs." 
' ^ Where do you kefep ^oiU: filei, w^manr idexnanded the 
captain, unconscious that he addi^esaed h^r J^ ^ sain^ rough 
strain that he used to his mebial — ^ I am' Midy to' put down." 
v^ Y911 see it aU I y<m ieeit all f .^ald AbigsaiVia.the aabmia 
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sire tones of a stricken oonscienoe ; tilie jadgment of (xod has 
not fallen on me singly f 

'^No wood! no provisiQBsr' ezdaimed Polwarth, speaking 
with difficultj — then, dashing his hand across his eyes, he con- 
tinued to his man, in a Toice whose hoarseness he intended 
should conceal his emoti<»i — ^^thon yillainy Shearflint, come 
hither— nnstmp my leg.** 

The servant looked at Um in wonder, but an impatient 
gesture hastened his comphanoe. 

*^ Split it into ten thousand fragments ; 'tis seasoned and 
ready for the fire. The best <^ them, they of flesh I mean, are 
but useless incumbrances, after all ! A cook wants handS| eyes, 
nose, and palate, but I see no use for a 1^ P 

While he was speaking, the philosophic captain seated him- 
self on the hearth with great indifinence, and, by the aid of 
Shearflint, the cdinary process was soon in a state of forwardness. 

*^ There are people,^ resumed the diligent Polwarth, who did 
not neglect his avocation while speaking, " that eat but twice a- 
day ; and some who eat but once ; though I never knew any 
man thrive who did not supply nature in four substantial and 
regular meals. These sieges are damnaUe visitations cm hu- 
manity, and there should be plans invented to conduct a war 
without them. The moment you begin to starve a soldier, he 
grows tame and melancholy : feed him, and defy the devil ! 
How is it, my worthy fellow t do you like your ham running 
or dry T 

The savory smell of the meat had caused the suffering invalid 
to raise his feverish body, and he sat watching, with greedy 
looks, every movement of his unescpected bene&ctor. His 
parched Kps were already working with impatience, and ef^ 
glance of his glassy eye betoyed the absolute dominion of 
physical want over his feeble mind. To this question he made 
Bie simple and touching reply of — 

^ Job isn't particular in ^s eating." 

^ Neither am I,** returned the methodical gourmand, return- 
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iDg a piece of tke meat to the fire, that Job had already devoured 
in imaginatioii : ^ one would like to get it up well, notwith- 
standing the hurry. A single turn more, and it will be fit for the 
mouth of a prince. Bring hither that trencher, Shearflint — it 
is idle to be particular about crockery in so pressing a case. 
Greasy scoundrel, would you dish a ham in its gravy ? What 
a nosegay it is, after all I Come hither ; help me to the bed." 

^ May the Lord, who sees and notes each kind thought of his 
creatures, bless and reward you for this care of my forlorn boy I" 
exclaimed Abigail, in the fulness of her heart ^ But will it be 
prudent to give such strong nourishment to one in a burning 
fever T 

" What else would you give, woman 1 I doubt not he owes 
his disease to his wants. An empty stomach is like an empty 
pocket — a place for the devil to play his gambols in. Tis your 
small doctor who prates of a meager regimen. Hunger is a 
distemper of itself and no reasonable man, who is above listen- 
ing to quackery, will believe it ca,n be a remedy. Food is the 
prop of life; and eating, like a crutch to a maimed man. Shear- 
flint, examine the ashes for the irons of my supporter, and then 
dish a bit of the meat for the poor woman. Eat away, my charm- 
mg boy, eat away I" he continued, rubbing his hands in honest 
delight, to see the avidity with which the famishing Job re- 
ceived his boon. " The second pleasure in life is to see a hun- 
gry man enjoy his meal ; the first being more deeply seated in 
human nature. This ham has the true Virginia flavor ! Have 
you such a thing as a spare trencher, Shearflint 9 It is so near 
the usual hour, I may as well sup. It is rare, indeed, that a 
man enjoys two such luiuries at onc6 1" 

The tongue of Polwarth ceased the instant Shearflint admin- 
istered to his wants ; the warehouse, into whi<$h he had so lately 
entered with such fell intent, eidiibiting the strange spectacle ol 
the captam, sharing, with social communion, in the humble re- 
IMist of its hunted and miserable tenants. 
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CHAPTER ZXVIII. 

** ^tf Tbnrio, gf T^ OS 1My«, I pnij, swhtto ; 
We hftye some iwcrets ijo confer about" 

Two Qkstlbmxk of TcKCjrA. 

Ddring the preceding exliibitiQa of riot and degradation in the 
Dock Square, a very different state of things existed l)eneath 
the roof of a proud edifice that stood in an. adjacent stxeet. 
As was usual at that hour of the night, the windows of Province 
House were brilliant with Ugtfts, as if in vioekery of the naked 
dreariness of the neig^bormg church,.; and eve^j. approach io 
that privileged ri^dence of Qie representative x>f royalty was 
dosely goarded by the vigilance of armed men. Into this fa- 
vored dwelling, it; npw becomes necessary to rext^ov^ the scene, 
in ord^r to pursue the thread of our unpretending narrative. 

Domes^csy in rich jniMtasy liveries, might be seen 'gliding 
from ' room. to Topm, in the hurry of a banquet^some .bearii^ 
vessels, of the most generous winea into the apartment where 
Howe entertained th€|4eadj9rs of the Toy al army,- and others 
itetiuniog with the re^nnazits of a feast^ which, though sumptu- 
ously served, h^vil^g felt the scarcity of the times, had offered 
more to the ^yed than to the appetites of the guests; Idlers, 
in the loose Undress of their martial profession, loitered through 
the halls ; and many a; wistful glance, or lingering look^ fol- 
lowed tix^ odorous se6nt6, as hun^bler menials rec^ved the 
viands to. M'luipmfi tbem into the more seecet .recesses (^ the 
buildings KotwiihstlM^didg tlie^ life and; activity >whic)i prevail- 
ed, ^tery taio^enlent Was conducted in silence and jregdarity ; 
the whole of the lively seene aff<^ing a happy iHustratioa oi 
the virtues and harmony of order. 
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• Within the waik of that ^artment, to vhidi every eye 
deemed directed as to a common centre, in andcipatioa of tbe 
slightest wish of those who revelled there, all was bright and 
oheerfuli The hearth knew no want. (^. fuel ; the.coanter work- 
manship of the fl«K)F was :hid beneath, rich and ample, cacpets, 
while the windows were nearly lost within the aweeping foMe 
of curtains of figured damask. JSrery ibit^ wore an air <xf ex- 
quisite comfort, blended with, a : apeeies .ci carelesa elegance. 
Emei^ the- most nuiiutB •aztielei . o£ the. fiimiture had been trans* 
ported from, that distant eonnixy, whiob was then thotigh4i tc 
inonq>c4jize all tjie aannia^rarts of handieraft^ to adnunlsteir tc 
the pleasures of those who, however careless- of themsdves in 
moments of trial, courted the most luxurious indnlgHioes in 
their homn of ease. 

Along the centre of this gay apartment was spread the hoa- 
pitaUe board of the entertainer. It waa surrounded by meii in 
the trappings. <^ high mifitary rank, though here and there 
might be aeen a guest,' whose plainsr attire and dejedted.couct- 
tenaaoe betra^^ tbe presence of one or twD lof those ndsjnd^ 
11^ eoComstS) whoise confidenee in the .resTHfliaa. power , of the 
erown began already to warer. The Iieid»naut i>£ the Jdtg. hM 
his wonted place at the banquet, his dark-visage eicpreasiog ail 
the heartiness of •& aokiier's welcome, while hm pointed 0Q| ihis 
or thit £iverite amongbtian iibundaatoottectifoii tf mvsi^ thait 
inoluded tiie ch6i<bestliqubrB of £m*(^../ [',...:[ 

^Ftfrthoee who share i^ mesa^of a B]nt]0li;geix/^ra]^you have 
ehcoodtered . hkia fiure. to-day, geiitli9mei^'':he^ ciri^ ;j '^tbon^, 
after all, 'ibia pneh as^a Bntisk aoldier knowa how to fatten on, 
n the service of his* nuuiier. /Fill, gtent^em'en^ fill ib loyal 
bumpers ; for we have neglected our allegiance." . , 

£aek glass bow stood sparkUng and 6vdroha];ged wiUt. wine, 
wfaeDy after a diobt and solemn paose, the hoatipoDnfiteoed i^ovd 
tikenuigicsl woida^ The' King.'' /iM'eryTbioeediocdiha.Bainc^ 
.nSUk wUeh; there* litdralLyaiieqeeded h bDMihlesa.paiiae4. when 
an old ]dm,<in the unilbiim pf an. officerof the.fleet^firsl pfovii^ 
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his loyalty by floiirishiDg on liigh his inyerted glassy added, with 
hearty will — 

" God bless him 1" 

^ God bless him I" repeated the graceful leader, who has al- 
ready been more than once named in these pages ; ^ and grant 
him a long and glorious reign I and, should there be no treason 
in the wish, in death, a Grare like yourself^ worthy admiral — 
' Sepulcrum sine sordibus extme.' " 

'^ Like me P echoed the blunt seaman, whose learning was 
somewhat impaired by hard and long service — " I am, it is true, 
none of your cabin-window gentry ; bnt his nu^esty might stoop 
lower than by £3ivoring a faithful servant, like me, with his gra- 
cious presence." 

"^ Your pardon, sir ; I should have included, ^ permissum ar- 

bitrio; " 

The equivoque had barely excited a smile, when tlie sedate 
countenance of the commander*in*chief indicated that the sub- 
iect was too serious for a jest. Nor did the naval chieftain ap- 
pear to relish the unknown tongue ; ht^ quite as much, if not 
a little more, offended with the liberty taken with his own 
name, than with the privileged person of the sorereign, he some- 
what smartly retorted — • 

''Permitted or not permitted, I command the fleet of his 
majesty in these waters, and it shall be noted as a cheerful 
day in our log-books, when you gentleinen of the army dismias 
us to our duty again, on the high-seas. A sailor will grow 
as tired of doing nothing, as ever a soldier did of worik:, and I 
should like ^ elbow-room,' even in my cai&n. — ha, ha, ha — what 
d*ye think of that^ master wit? — ^ha,lia, ha — ^what d^ye say to 
that r 

^ Quite fair, well deserved, and cuttingly severe, admiral,'' 
returned the undisturbed soldier, smiling with perfect self-pos- 
seision, as he sipped his wine. f^But as you find confinement 
and leisoxe so irksome, I will presume to advise your seinng 
some of these impudent Yankees, who look into the port so 
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^fteii, not only robbing ua of our stores, but offending ao many 
loyal eyes with their traitorous presence." 

^ I command a parley to be beaten," interrupted the com- 
mander-in-chief, " and a truce to further hostilities. Wheie aU 
have done their duty, and ha^e done it so well, eyen wit must 
respect their conduct Let me advise you to sound the contents 
of that dusty4ooking bottle, Mr. Graves ; I think you will ap» 
prove the situation as an anchorage for the night" 

The honest old seaman instantly drowned his displeasure in a 
^ass of the generous liquor, and, smacking his lips after the 
potations, for he repeated the first <m the moment, he ex- 
claimed— 

'* Ah I you are too stationary, by half^ to stir up the soul oi 
your liquors. Wine should never slumber on its leea until it has 
been well rolled in the trough of a sea for a few months ; then, 
indeed, you may set it asleep, and yourself by the side of it^ it 
you hke a cat's nap." ' . 

*' As orthodox a direction for the ripening of wine as was ever 
given by a bishop to his butler 1" exckumed his adversary. An- 
other significant glance from his dark-looking superior again 
checked his wilful playfulness, when Howe profited by the silencei 
to say with the frank air of a liberal host — 

"^ As motion is, just now, denied us, the only means I can 
devise, to prevent, my wine from slumbering on its lees, is to 
drink it" 

^Besides which, we are threatened ^ith a visit from Mr. 
Washington, and his thirsty followers, who may save us all 
trouble in the matter, unless we prove industrious. In such a 
dilemma, Mr. Graves will not hesitate to pledge me in a glass, 
though it should be only to disappoint the rebels I" added Bur- 
goyne, making a graceful inclination to the half-offended sea- 
man. 

^ Ay, ay, I would do much more disagreeable things to cheat 
the rascals of their plunder," returned the moUified adnural, 
Ifood-naturedly nodding his head before he swallowed his 
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bumper. **' If there be ^nj real danger of the \o^ cC dnch 
liquid amber as this, 'twould be vA well ^O'send it along^eide t^j 
tfaip^ ^d I wiU hoiMi it ki, and ind^it a l>ei^th^ though it>8h^e8 
my own oott^ I believe I ootndiand a fortress whi<$h neither 
YankeO)' Frenchman, nor Don, wot^d like to bedege, n^less^ at a 
ra^ctful distance." ■ . 

" The officers aix>uAd MtsL U>«^ked; exceedingly graTe^e^^eliang- 
ing glances dfgr^t meaning, (hough liill continued silent, as^ 
ihft eommbn snloji^ of their me<£ttiti4n0 was too delicate to be 
kmdly tittered - in Buch: a }»'es^fc^. At ktogth the •ee66nd lA 
oommand, who stlU fdt the coldness of )iiil superior^ and Who 
had, hitherto, said nothing during the idle dialoguejyeiitttred 
« remark, wjidi the gi^atity .axui distance of k man who- was hot 
oefirtaiiL<)fhia 'Welcome. 

. *^Our enemies grow bold as t^e mason ftdiraneeB,^ he «iid, 
^ and k is paat a'dbubt that thej^ ^11 Md' us eiOpk^ymelit in the 
coming summer. It cannot be denied but they condliet th<6mr 
aelvea with great steadiness in idll their batteries, especially in 
this last,: -at the water-side; nor ain I without appreh^aio^ that 
ab&j wiU y^ gfitt upon-the islanAl, and iretider V^e-ffltuatiim of 
(tbe shipping hazaiHloUs." - . . ' 

^Get upon the islands! drive the fieeit-fiom tlleir an'cKors P 
exolaiinied the ' veterim fi^l(»',' ■ is undisguised ainazet^nt. ^ I 
dbs^ . accoimt it it happy day for England,' when Wtohiirgton 
and his rabble trust themselves within reach of our shotf 
. f^ God grant us4 dianee at the raises^ with the bayonet in 
tlie cf>eii- field^'- med Howe^ '^^md.an end of iheUe wiliter-quar- 
ters ! I say.w^nter«i[|ttarten^ fcr I" trust 'bo gentleoMineaii con* 
sider this army ^s besieged by a m<>b of anned peasai^ ! W^ 
hold the • town, and t^eythe eountr}'; but when the proper 
time ishiall ^^K>me— well, sir, yo«t pleasure," he ^cmtinued, interr 
rupting himself to speak to an upper servant at his elbow. • 

l!he mKn, who- had stood i^ more 4han a miniite^ in an atti- 
tude c€' liaspeotM «ttentio% anxious to batch the eye cf las 
master, muttered &is message in a lowland htinied V<^, as if 



J. I OK EI. LIKCOLK. d61 

miwilling^ to be heard hf others, and at the same time coiim;i6iiB 
of the aa^ptopciety of whispering. • Most of thdae uouad hisi 
jbuilied! their lieads in ^lite indifferenbe ; but the okL saitor, "who 
sat too near to be totaUy ddaj^hadrcac^ht the weeds,: '^ a lady," 
V^hiefa was quite enough to provoke edi his meniment^'after bqcIi 
afree.indidgencei>f the/betUeu Striking hdsi hand, shuotly on 
the tabk, he exohiinedy ^ith a fne^dm>: tiiat no other jHreseht 
could hare presumed to use — ' ' : 

'^Asaillaseill byGeoige^jatiaill ondervlrkaieoloara^'imad! 
hingV or rebels' t Here has heeft a blunder,^ wkU a- vtengeaaeel 
Ihe.ct>ok has oertainly been too. late^ or the 4ady is too; early I 
ha, hfty liar^^ I yoii ace indeed^ fi;ee Ih^ 
. Tho tough M tar. ei^o^yed his joke exoeedingiy,-ehiioklkig 
with iftWapd delight at his discovery. Htf waa^* boweyei^ akbe 
iu his merrimeiit, ftone .of tin) soldiers Tol^umig ioMmdeistand 
his idli^sioiis, auy further tluA by. exchanging. a few stolen looica 
of ununfia) aichiMSs. Howe hit his lips with^ohrions TCKatioiif 
and sternly ojdeped the mm to.rjspeat his errand in a Toice that 
was mor0 awdiUe. 

. '^ A lady," said .the toemblii^ menial^ ^^wiUies to see your 
excellency, and she waits youF pleasuny sir, in the Hhrary." 

" Amo«^ hii books, too T- ahouted the admiral ; i^ithat Would 
haye better bepoiae yon, my joking friend \ I say^ young man^ 
is the ^1 young and hand$K»ne ?'' . 

^By the lightness of hor step, fiir, I should think her youngs 
Ij^ut heiiaoe vbb concealed- under a hood.** 
: ^- Ay ! ^Jl the jade comes hooded into flie houae.of the king! 
Pamn me, Hoite, but modesty is getting to he .a rare virtue 
amongst you gentlemen on shoittr' 

^'Tia a plain case against you,3ir^ for eren the servant, as 
you find^ has tkteoted that she is light of carnage,'^ said the 
smili^ Surgoyne, makiug half a motion towards rising. ^ It 
|i ]^obably some applicant for relief, or for pemuflsion to depart 
%he place. Suffix me to see her, and spare yooisdf. the pain o; 
a refusal'' 
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^ Not at all/' said Howe, gaining his fedt with an ahtciitj 
that anticipated the m<»« deliberate morement of the other : 
^ I should be unworthy of the trust I hold, could I not lend an 
occasional ear to a petition. Gentlemen, as there is a lady in 
the case, I presume to trespass on your indulgence. Admiral, I 
commend you to my butler, who is a woilhy fellow, and can 
give you all the cruises of the bottle belbre you, since it left the 
island of Madeira.' ' 

He inclined his head to his guests, and passed from the roou 
with a hurried step, that did not altogeth^ consult appearances. 
As he proceeded through the hall, his ears were saluted by an- 
other burst from the hearty old seaman, who, however, enjoyed 
his humor alone, the rest of the party immediately turning to 
oth^ subjects, with well-bred dullness. On entering the room 
already! mentioned, Howe found himself in the presence of the 
f<^nale, who, notwithstanding their apparent indifference, was at 
that very moment occupying the thoughts, and exennsing the 
ingenuity of every man he had left behind him. Advancing at 
once to the centre of the apartment, with the ease and freedom 
of a soldier who fdt himself without a superior, he asked, with 
a politeness somewhat equivocal-^ 

^ Why am I favored with this visit f imd why has a lady, 
whose appearance shows she might command friends at any 
time, assumed this personal trouble ?'' 

^ Because I am a supplicant for a favor that might be denied 
to one who petitioned coldly,'' returned a soft^ tremulous voice, 
deep within the covering of a silken calash. ^ As time is. want- 
ing to observe the usual forms of applications, I have pesimied 
to come in person, to prevent delay." 

^^And surely, one like you can have little reason to dread a 
repulse," said Howe, with an attempt at gallantry, that would 
have better become the man who had offered to be his substi* 
tute. While speaking, he advanced a step nigher to th^ lady, and 
pointii^ to her hood, he continued: ''Would it not be wise td m4 
your request with a view of a countenance that I am certain can 
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jpeak better than any words? — whom have I the honor to le- 
ceive, and what may be the nature of her business ?'' 

^' A wife, who seeks her husband,'' returned the female, drop- 
ping the folds of her calash, and exposing to his steady eyes the 
commanding loveliness of the chaste countenance of Cedl. The 
sudden annunciation, of her character was forced from the lips 
of the unclaimed bride, by the freedom of a gaze to whiqh she 
was unused ; but the instant she had spoken, her eyes fell on. 
the floor in embarrassment, and she stood deeply blushing at th^ 
strength of her own language, though preserving all the ap- 
parent composure and dignity of female pride. The £nglish 
general regarded her beauty for a moment^ with a pleased, 
though doubting eye, before he continued — 

" Is he whom you seek within or without the town V 

" I much fear without I" 

^ And you would follow him into the camp of the rebels t 
This is a case that may require some deliberi^tion. . I feel assured 
I entertain a lady of great beauty ; might I, in addition, know 
how to address her ?" 

^' For my name I can have no reason to Uush," said Cecil, 
proudly ; ^ 'ds noble in the land of our common ancestors, and 
may have reached the ears of Mr. Howe — ^I am the child of the 
late Colonel Dynevor I" 

" The niece of Lord Cardonnel l" exclaimed her auditor, in 
amazement, instantly losing the equivocal freedom of his man- 
ner in an air of deep respect : " I have long known that Boston 
contained such a lady; nor do I forget that she is accused of 
concealing herself from the attentions of the army, like one of 
the most obdurate of our foes-— attentions which every man 
in the garrison would be happy to show her, from myself down 
to the lowest ensign. Do me the honor to be seated.'* 

Cecil bowed her acknowledgments, but continued stand- 



^ I have neither time nor spirits to defend myself from such 

an imputation," she answered ; " though, should my own name 
54 
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prove no pateportto your furor, I must claim it itt b^alf of hiiu 
I seek." 

" ^hotild he be t^e reriest rebel in itfi train of Washington, 
he has great reason to be proud of his fortune T * 

^ So iiir 4x>m^ ninldng ttmmig'the ^tetaies of l&e king, he has 
already been lavish of hi& l)lood in behalf of the crown,** re- 
turned Cecil, uticolisciousljr frtlsiiig the i^aktsh again, with maiden 
bashfnlneie, to 'bhe felt, the moment was approaching when she 
must declare the naime bf the mai^, i<4iose influence over her 
feeMngs she had already avowed. 
^Andheiscftfled— r : 

The answer Was given to this direct quesden in a lowimt 
distinct voice. Howe started when he heard -the well-known 
name of an office of so mu6h considera6oh; thbugh a' mean- 
ing smile lighted his dark features, as he repeated her words 
in surprise— •' : . v . . 

*^ Majcv Ukkcc^ I hk refusal to return %<& Europe, in search of 
health, is then satis4ctori!;f explldned I Without the town^ did 
you say ? There must be some error." 

** I fear it i» too true.'* ......: 

> The hst^ fettlHres of '&e lead^ conttacfed f^ain into their 
sfeemest look, and it was apparent how much he wa^ disturbed 
by the intelligence. 

" Tow if^ pftteuihing too far on his ptivilege,** he mtittered, in 
an utider-t<me; ** LcSft the place, say you, without my knowl- 
edge and app^ob^tioii, young lady f* ^ ' - ^ : 
• "-But dn no ttnworthy errand P* <iried the ahnosit breathless 
Cec^l, inslttitty l<^tig sight bf herself in ^r an:dety f^b LibneL 
**Pl??vAte sorrows liave driven him to An act that, it^ another 
time, lie would be the first to condemn, as a soldier.** - 

Howe nmintained a coolj but threiatening tlilencd, ihat wits &r 
mote appalling than uny words couM be. The alarmed wile 
gazed at his lowering fsice for a minute, as if to penetrate Ma 
secret tiiou^ts ; then yielding, with the densitiveness of n wo- 
man, to her worst apprehensions, she cried— 
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^ Oh I jOQ would not avail younelf of this confesaioii to do 
turn harm ! Has he not bled for you-^-hngered for months on 
the verge of the grave, in defence of your. cause«^and iriU yon 
now doubt him ? Nay, sir, thon^ chanee and yeaxa may have 
subjected him, for a time, to your coiitrol, he is every way your 
equal, and will confront each charge before his royal master, let 
who may bring theip against his iBpotiess name F 

** Twill be neeesfeary,^' the other coldly replied* 

'^Nay, hearban not to my weak, unmeaning words," con<* 
tinned Cecil, writing her hands in doubting distress: '^I know 
not what 1 say. He has your permission to hold intercourse 
with the country weekly r' 

^ For the purpose of obtaining the supplies nieeeAaiy to his 
past condition.^ 

^-Attd may he ^ot have gone oh such an errpad, and under 
&vor of the flag you younelf hiave cheerfully acoorded f 

'^ In- suoh a Oase, trould I not have been qsoted the pain of 
this mtervierfr P 

Cecil paus^ a moment, and seemed collecting her scattered 
&culti^ and p^TH^paring her ftfind for some serious purpose. 
After a little time,' t^ atteiiipted a painful smile, saying, more 
calmly— 

** I had jprestfm^d too fiur oh military indulgence, and was 
even weak enough to believe the request woidd be granted to 
my name and situation." 

** No name, no situation, no circuiiistauoes^ can ever ren- 
der—" ' ; ", re..... 

'^ speak not the cQ^uel words, lest tihey once more drive me 
from my recollection," interm^pted Cedlv ^£1»t hear me, sir : 
listen to a wife and a daughter, and you wiQ recall the csnaiA 
sentence." 

Without waiting for a reply, she advanced with a firm and 
proud step to the door of the room, passing her astonished com- 
panion with an eye and a face beaming with the fulness of her 
object In the outer passage, she beckoned from among the 

11 
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loiterers in the hall, to the stranger who had accompanied her 
in the visit to the warehouse ; and when he had approached^ 
and entered the room, the door once more closed, leaving the 
^lectaton without wondering whence such a vimon of purity 
could have made its way within .the sullied walls of Provinoe 
House. 

Many long and impatient minutes were pasted by the guests 
in the banqueting^room, during the continuance of this myste- 
rious interview. The jests of the admiral began to flag, just as 
his companions were inclined to think they were most merited, 
and the conversation assumed that broken and di^il^ted char- 
acter which betrays the wandering of the speakers' thoughts. 

At length a bell rang, and orders came from the commander- 
in-chief to clear the hall of its curious idlers. When none were 
left but the reg^ular domestics of the ivmly, Howe app^^red, 
supporting Cecil, dosdiy hooded, to the conveyaiMie thi^. awaited 
her presence at the gate. The air of their master oommunioaled 
a deep respect to the manners of the observant. aieDials, who 
crowded about their persons, to aid the depairture, with officious 
zeaL The amaaed sentinels dropped their arms^ 'vrith the usual 
regularity, to their chieftain, as he passed to the outer portal im 
honor of his unknown companion, and eyes met the expressive 
glanoes of eyes^ as all who witnessed the teraninatian of ; this 
visit sought, in the countenances of thoee around them, some so* 
lution of its object 

When Hiowe resumed his seat at the table, another attempt 
was made by the admiral to renew the subject ; but it was re- 
ceived with an air so cold, and a look so pointedly serere, that 
even the careless son of the ocean forgot his humor under (lie 
impression of so dark a frown. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



** Nor martial akoat, D«r nrfnatrel tone^ 
AnnoanGcd their march— *^ 

Soorr. 



Cecil sufifered the tAght to advazkce a little, before she left 
Tremdnt-street, to- profit by the permiBsion to leave the place 
her communioation had obtained from the Eoglifih general. It 
was, howerer, far fi^om late when ehe took leave of Agnefr, and 
oommeneed her espeditioa^ still attended by Mcdton and the 
unknown man, with whom riie has already, more thaii once, 
made her aj^anince in our ipages. At the lower part of the 
town she left her vehicle, and pursuing the route of several de- 
vious and retired slareets, soicm reached the margin of the water. 
The whiffves were deserted and stili Indicating the course, by 
her own light and hurried footsteps, to her companions, the 
youthful bride moved unhesitatingly along the rough planks, 
until her progress was checked by a large basin, between two 
of the ovdinary wooden piers which line the shores of the place. 
Here she paused for a moment^ in doubt, as if fearful there had 
been some mistabB, when the figure of a boy was seen advancing 
out of the shadows of a neighboring storehouse. 

^ I fear you have lost your way," he said, when within a few 
feet of her, where he stood, apparently examining the party 
with rigid scrutiny. " May I venture to ask whom or what 
you seek ?" 

** One who is sent hither on private duty, by orders from th« 
Qommander-in-chief." 

** I see but two,*' returned the lad, hesitating — " where is the 
Mfdr 
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* He lingers in the distance," said Cecil, pointing to Meriton, 
whose footsteps were much more guarded than those of his mis- 
tress. ^ Three is our number, and we are all present" 

^ I beg a thousand pardons," returned the youth, dropping 
the folds of a sailor's overcoat, under which he had concealed 
the distinguishing marks of a naval dress, and raising his hat 
at the same moment^ with great respect ; ^ my orders were to 
use the utmost precaution, ma'am, for, as- you hear, the rebels 
sleep but little to-night" 

"' "lis a dreadful scene I leave, truly, sir," returned Cecil, " and 
the sooner it wiU suit your convenience to transport us from it^ 
the greater will be the. obligation you are about to ooii£9r " 

The youth' once more bow^ in bttbmi^siott id her wishes^ 
tind requested the whole party to follow wlMther he should lead. 
A very few moments l^ouj^t them to a pair of water-stairs, 
wheve, under cover 6i th^ duskiiieto thrown upon the ba^n from 
the yrhsati, a boat lay concealed, in p^ect readiness to receive 
tt^iii* 

« Be stirring, boys 1" died the youth, in a t6ne of aulih<xity ; 
^ dhip your oars as silenQy js if jiteafing away from an enemy. 
Have the goodness ma'am, to ent^r, and you: shaU have a qva6k 
and safe landing on the other shore, whatever may be the recep- 
tion of the rebels." 

Cecil and her two attendants, complied without delay, when 
the boat glided into the stream with a vekxaty that promised a 
speedy verification of the iroids df the mididupinan. The mort 
profound stillness reigned amiong these ixoctumal adventurers, 
and by the 1im6 they had rowed a short distance^ the bride 
began to lose an immediate ocKiciciousness ot her situation in 
contemplation of the soeneii 

The evening was already milder, and by one of thb^e sudden 
changes, peculiar to the climate, it was rapidly becoming even 
blani and pleasant The light of a clear vaooa ML upon the 
lown and harbor, rendering the objects of both visiUd, in mel- 
lowed softness. The huge black hulls of the vessels of war 
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rested sullenlj on the waters, like slumbering leviathans, without 
eyen a sail or a passing boat, except their own, to enliven the 
view in the direction of the port On the other hand, the hills of 
the town rose, in beautiful r^ef, against the clear sky, with 
here aitd there a roof or a steeple reflecting the pale light of the 
moofiu The bosom of the place was as quiet as if its inhabit- 
ants were bnried In midnight sleep; "bnt behind the hills, in a 
curcttit. extending ftom -the works on the heights of Gharlestown, 
to the nfck^ which lay in open view of the boat, there existed 
all the evidences of furious warfare. Daring the few preceding 
nights, the Americans had b^n more than commonly diligent 
in the use of their annoyances, but now they 4ippeared to 'ex- 
pend their utmost energies upon their enemies. Still they 
spared the V>wn, directing the weight of their fire at the differ- 
ent batteries which protected the approaches to the place, as 
already described, along the western borders of the peninsula. 

The ears of Cecil had long been accustomed to the uproar 
of arms, but this was the first occasion in ^hich she was ever 
a witness of the mingled beaiities and terrors of a 'Cannonade at 
night Suffering the calash to iall, ^e shook :back tho dark 
tresses from her.£ace, and, leaning over the sides of the little 
vessel, listened to the bursts of the artillery, and gazed on the 
sudden flashes of vivid light that mocked the dinimer illnmina* 
tion of the planet, with an absorbed attention that momentarily 
lured her into forgetfulness. The men pulled their light hoat 
with muffled oars, and so still was its progress, ihat there were 
instants when even the shot nnght be heard rattling among the 
ruins they had made. . 

"It's amazement to ihe, madam,'' said Meriton, "that so 
many British generals, and brave gentlemen as there is in Bos* 
ton, should stay in such a little spot to be shot at by a parcel 
of countrymen, when there is London, as still and as safe, at tlds 
blessed moment, as a parish churchyard at midnight P 

Cecil raised her eyes at this interruptron, and p^oeived the 
youth giuang at her countenance in undisguised isulmiration cf 
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its beaatj. Blushing, and cmce more concealing h^ fcatui'efi 
beneath her calash, she turned away from the view of (he con 
flict, in silence. 

^ The rebels are free with their gunpowder to-night I" said 
the midshi|«nan. '^Some of their cruisers bare picked up 
another of our storeships, I fEuicy, or Mr. Washington would 
not make such a noisy time of it^ when Jall honest people should 
be thinking of their sleep. Don't you bdieve, ma'am, if the 
admiral would warp three or four of our heaviest ships up into 
the channel, back of the town, it would be a short method of 
lowering the conceit of these Yankees T' 

" Beally, sir, I am so little acquainted with military matters,^ 
returned Cecil, suffering her anxious features to refax into a 
smile, ^ that my opinion, diould I venture to give ene, would be 
utterly worthless." 

u YHxj, young genitleman," said Meriton, '^ the rebels drove a 
galley out of the river, a night or two ago, as I can testify my- 
self having stood behind a large brick store, where I saw the 
whole affair, most beautifully conducted l" 

** A very fit place for one Mke you, no doubt, sir," returned 
the midshipnan, without attempting to conceal his disgust at so 
impertinent an interruption. ^ Do you know what a galley is, 
ma'am f nothing but a small vessel cut down, with a lew heavy 
guns, I do assure you. It would be a very different affair with 
a frigate or a two-decker. Do but observe what a charming 
thing our ship is, ma'am-^I am sure so beautiful a lady must 
know how to admire a handsome ship I — she lies heie&way, 
nearly in a range with the second island." 

To please the earnest youth, Cecil bent her head towards the 
quarter he wished, and murmured a few words in approbatioQ 
of his taste. But the impatient boy had narrowly watched the 
direction of her eyes, and she was interrupibed by his exclaiming, 
In manifest disappointment — 

^ What i that shapeless hulk, just above the castle t She is 
an old Dutch prize, en flute, ay, older than my grandmotheiv 
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H^ood old soul ; and it wouldn't matter the value of a piece of 
junk, into which end you stepped her bowapnt I One d my 
Bohool-feMows, Jack Willon^by, is a reefer on board her ; and 
he says that they can just get six knots out of her, on her course 
in smooth water with a fresh breeze, allowing seven knots for 
leeway ! Jack means to g&t rid of her the moment he can 
catch the admiral running large ; foi* the Graveses live near the 
Willonghbys in town, and he knows all the sousings about 
the old man's humor. No, no, ma'am ; Jack would give every 
shot in his lockers to swing a hammock between two of the 
beams of our ship. Do eiccuse me, one moment;" — ^presuming 
to take one of the hands of Cecil, thoujgh with sufficient delicacy, 
as he pointed out his fSavorite veasel^^^^ There, ma'am, now you 
have her! she that's so taut rigged, with a flying-^ib^boom, 
and all her top-gallant yards stopped to her lower ri^ng : we 
send them down every night at gun-fire, and cross them again 
next morning as regularly as the bell strikes eight. — Isn't she a 
sweet thing, mi^'am ? for I see she has caught your eye at last, 
and I am sure you can't wii^ to look ai any other ship m 
port" 

Cecil could not refuse her commendations to this eloquent 
appeal, though at the next moment she would have been utterly 
at a loss to distinguish the much-admired frigate from the 
despised storeship. 

'* Ay, ay, madam, I knew you would ; like her when you once 
got affair glimpse at her proportions," continued the delighted 
boy ; '^though she is not half so beautiful on her broadside, as 
when you can catch her lasking, especially on her larboard 
bow. — Pull, long and strong, men, and with a light touch of the 
w-iter : these Yasikees have ears as long as borricoes, and we are 
getting in with the land.— -This set-down at Dorchester's neck 
will gire you a long walk, ma'am, to Cambridge ; but tdiore was 
ao possibility of touching the jebels anywhere else to-night, 
or, as you see, we should have gone right into the &oe of then 
eftnnon." 
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'^Ib it not a little remivkable,'^ said Cedl^ willing to pay the 
toUcilade of the jboj to amuse hw, by some reply, ''that the 
colonists, while th^ invest the town so closely on the north and 
west) should ntteriy neglect to assail it on the soutih ? for I 
believe they have never occupied the hills in Dorchester at all ; 
and yet it is one of the points neafCist to Boston." 

''It is no mystery at all," returned the boy, ahaiking his head 
with aH the sagadty of a veteran^-" it would bring anoth^ 
Bunker Kll about' their ears; for you see it is the same thing 
at this end of the place that Charlestown neick is. at the oiher.-^ 
A light touch, men, a. light touch F' he continued, dro^i^g his 
voice, as they apph>aehkL' the,feibote."--''Beiejidee,)na*am, a fort 
on that' hill could thirow itk shot directly cfn onr deckd^ a thing 
the old man wouid .never.tabout to ; and lllat would eitjiet Imng 
on a regular ha mme ring: ifaatdt, oi^ a general: clearing 0Ut of the 
fleet; and then whaiwould beoome of the «my.l :No^ njo-— the 
Yankees wouldn't risk drividg the eo4-fi$h out of th^ l^y, to 
try sodi an eiperimenir-^Lay on your oai^, boyi^ while I take 
a squint along ihia shorfe, to see if there are any Jpniithans 
cooling themselves near the beach, by moonlight'' 

The' obedient eeamen xesisd from thenr labofiB^. while their 
youthlul officer stood iqi in the boat^ and dii[ected a; small 
night-glass over the intended place of landili^. The ejaunina- 
tion proved entirely satis&ctory, and, in a low, eaiitiotu Voioe, 
he ordered the msn to ptaU into a place where the shadow of the 
hills migbt render.' the landing still less likely to b^ observed. 

fVom this mbmeni the mbst profound (iilence was observed, 
the bocft advancing swiftly^ thott^ under; peiieet command, to 
the desired spot, . where jt was soon healhl graslng upon the 
bottoni, ask gradually . lost its motion, aM finally became 
stationary. O^cil.was instantly assisted to the land, whither 
she was foilbwed by thb ntidshipman, who jtimped upon the 
ihore irith great indifference^ and iaj^>roach^ the pjusengeri 
from whonk he. was now about to part 

" I only hope that those you next fall in with may know how 
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to treat you a& well as thoee you leave,^' said the, boy, approach 
ing, and offering his hand, with the frankness of an older seaman, 
to Cecil. ^^ |Gro4 bless you, my dear naa'am ; I hare two little 
sisters at home,, nearly as handsome aa yourself ; and I nevei 
see a woman in want of assistance, but I think of the poor girls 
Fve left in old England,. God bless you, once mpre — I hopci 
when, we meet again, yo^ will take a nearer yiew of the — ^" 

« You are not Hkehr to part so soon as you imagine," exclaim- 
ed a m^ springing on hH^t, from hi; phioe^ c<;ncealm^^ 
behind a rojck, and advaiicing r^idly on the> party : " oS&t the 
least resisUnce, and you are all dead." 

"Shove ofl^ inen, shove ojff, and don't mind meT' cried the 
youth, with admirable presence of mind — " For God's sake, save 
the boat, if you die for it !" 

The seamen obeyed wit^ . practised alacrity, w;hen the boy 
darted -after them with the lightness of his years, and,, making a 
desperate leap, caught the gunwale of the barg^, into which he 
was instantly drawn by the sailors, A dc^n armed men had 
by this time reached the edg^ of the wat^r, a^d as many 
muskets were pointed at the retreating party, ^hen he who had 
first spoken, cried — 

" Not a tri^er ! — the boy has escaped us, and he deserves 
his fortune. Let us secure those who r^Qaiu;; but if a single 
gun be fired, it will only draw the attention of the fleet and 
castJe." 

His companions, who had acted with the hesitation of men 
that were not fissured the course tl^ey took was correct^ willingly 
dropped the muzzles of their pieces, and in another instant the 
boat was ploughing its way towards the much-admired frigatei 
at a distance whi^ would probably have rendered th^ fire 
quite harmless. Ceqil had hardly breiithed during the short 
period of uncertainty; but when the sudden danger was passed, 
she prepared herself to receive their ci^ptors with the perfect 
confidence which an American woman i^ldom fails to. feel ia 
the mildness and reason of her countrymen. The whole par^ 
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who now approached her, were dressed in the ordinary habifi- 
ments of husbandmen, mingled, in a slight degree, with the 
more martial accoutrements of soldiers. They were anned with 
muskets only, which they wielded Hke men acquainted with all 
the uses of the weapon, at the same time that they were nnao- 
cnstomed to the mere manual of the laroops. 

Every fibre of the body of Meriton, however, shook with fear, 
as he found this unexpected guard ^icircling their little party ; 
nor did the unknown num who had accompanied them appear 
entirely free from apprehension. The bride still maintained her 
self-possession, supported dther by her purpose, or her greater 
familiarity with the character of the people into whose hands 
she had &llen. 

When the whole party were posted within a few feet of them, 
they dropped the butts of, their muskets on the gromid, and 
stood patient listeners to the ensuing examination. The leader 
of the party, who was only distinguished from his companions 
by a green cockade in his hat^ which Cecil had heard was the 
symbol of a subaltern officer among the American troops, ad- 
dressed her in a cahn, but steady tone — 

" It is impleasant to question a woman," he said, ^ and espe- 
cially one of your appearance; but duty requires it of me. 
What brings you to this unfrequented point, in the boat of a 
king's ship, and at this unusual hour of the night 9'' 

^ I come with no intent to conceal my visit from any eyes," 
returned Cecil ; *' for my first wish is to be conducted to some 
officer of rank, to whom I will explain my object There 
are many that I should know, who w91 not hesitate to believe 
mr words.** 

** We none of us profess to doubt your truth ; we only act 
with caution, because it is required by circumstances. Cannot 
the explanation be made to me? for I dislike the duty that 
causes trouble to a female.^ 

"^ ^s impossible T said Cecil, involuntarily shrinking within 
the folds of her mantle. 
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** You come at a most onfortunate moment,'' said the other, 
muabg; "and I fear you will pass an uneasy night, in conse- 
quence. By your tongue, I think you are an American f ' 

" I was bom among those roofe, which you may see on the 
apposite peninsula." 

" Then we are of the same town/' returned the officer, step- 
ping back in a vain attempt to get a glimpse of those features 
which were concealed beneath the hood. He made no attempt, 
however, to remoye the silk ; nor did he in the slightest manner 
convey any wish of a nature that might be suf^Msed to wound 
the delicacy of her s6x; but. Ending himself unsuccessful, he 
turned away, as he added, ^Asxd I grow .tired of remaining 
where I can see the smoke <^ my own chimneys, at the same 
time I know that strangers are seated around the hearths be- 
low !" 

** None wish more fervently than I, that the moment had ar- 
lived when each might enjoy his own, m pe«5e and quietneea." 

" Let the Parliament repeal their laws, and the king recall 
his troops," said one of the men, " and there will be an end of 
the struggle at once. We d<«'t fight because we love to shed 
blood." 

" He would do both, friend, if the counsel of one so insignifi- 
cant as I could find weight in his royal mind." 

" I believe there is not much difference between a royal mind 
and that of any other man, when the devil gets hold of it I" 
bluntly exclaimed another of the party. " IVe a notion the 
imp is as mischievous with a king as with a cobbler." 

^ Whatever I may think of the conduct of his ministers," 
said Ceci], coldly, *^ 'tis unpleasant to me to discuss the personal 
qualities of my sovereign." 

^ Why, I meant no offence ; though, when the truth is up- 
permost in a man's thoughts, he is apt to let it out," returned 
the soldier. After this uncouth apology, he continued silent 
turning away like one who felt dissatisfied with himself for what 
he had done 
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In the mean time, the leader had bee& oonsuldng wHJi one 
or two of hi^ men aiide. He now advanoed iigain, and deliv- 
ered the reault of their unitiKl wisdom. 

^ Under all drcamitanoes, I have eondoded,^ he'saidy speak- 
ing in the first person, in deference to his rank, thoi^ in fiict 
he had consented to change hia own opinion nt the instigation 
c^ his advisefs, ^to .refer fod for inlbrmatloii to^eneuest gen- 
eral officer, under the -cure of these two men, who will show 
yon the way, Th^y both kn6W the cotintry, amd^ ther^ is not 
the least danger <^ dieir nmtakii^ 11^ i'^^ ^ ' . 

Cecil bowed in entire stil^iiisslon to thi» ciharactetislie intima- 
tion of his pleasure, and deciat^'her anidcty to- frroceed^ The 
officer held aaotJier short^cionsakaition wi^ the two guided, 
which socm terminated By Ms ^Midiig orders to the rest -of the 
detachment to prepare to depart Before they separated, oae 
<ii the gtddes, or, more prcvperly, guards, approedied Moriton, 
and said, with a detiberatioii that might eanly be misiaken lor 
dottbt— ^ ' \ . • . 

'** As we shall be only two to two, friend; will it not be ae well 
to see what yon hare got secreted about yonr person, as it may 
prevent any hard words or difficulties hereafter ? Tou will see 
the reason <^ the thing, I trusty imd make no djeetionb''. 

" Not at all, sir, not at aU P returned the. trembling Valet, 
producing his purse, without a moment's hesitation : ^ k is not 
heavy, but what there is iii it, is of die best English gold^ ^hieh 
I expect is: much regarded among you, who see nothing but 
rebel paper." ;':••. 

^ Much as we' set stor^ by it^ we do'not dioese to tdb'Ibr it," 
returned die soldier, with cool contempt *^J widi.to look for 
weapons, and not for money." 

^^ But, sir, as I unluckily hare no we^)on8, had you not better 
take my money! There are ten good gidneas, I do assnre you; 
and not a light' one among- them all^ 'pon honor I .bemdea ser* 
eral pieces of silver.'* 

** Come, Allen," said the other soldier, laughing, ^ it^s bc 



great matier wbeth^ that gentleman has anm or not, I believe. 
His coninde, her^ wli0 seems to ]mow rather better what he ia 
about, has none, at any rate; and iov one of two men, I am 
willing to trust the other." 

^I do aSBUTQ you,'' said Cecil, ^^that our intentions are 
peaceable, and that your ; charge will prove in no maiper difFi- 
cult"^ . :: . . 

. The nien listeo^ t^ ib^ earnest ,t<^es of her. sweet voice witli 
iiduoh ilefere^oe, aiid in a few moments the two parties separ- 
ated, to prciceed on their seveiial ways. While the main body 
of the soldiers ascended the hill, the guides of Cecil took a di- 
rection whi^ led them around its base. Their route lay towards 
the low neck whicb connected the heights with the adjacent 
country, and' theit progress was both diligent and rapid. Cecil 
was ofi^i ocinsulted. as to her ability to endure liie fatigue, and 
repeated oSen were naade to accommodate th^ir speed, to her 
wishedb* In e?ery other, respect sho was totally disregarded by 
the guides,: who^ however, paid much closer attenijion to her 
companions, each soldier attaching himself to one of hei^ fol- 
lowers, whom he constantly rc^garded with a watchful and wary 

^ You seem cold, friend,'* said Allen to Meriton ; '' though I 
ihould <*all the night quite pleasant for the first week in March." 

^ Indeed, I'm starved to the bones I" retumad: the valet^ with 
a shivering that Would seem to verify his assertion. '^It^s a 
veiy chilly dinlate is tbia of America, especially of nig^its I I 
never leaHy felt such a remiEirkable dampness about the throat 
before, within mesdboiy^ 1 40 assure you," 

^ Sere ia aootjier handker<^e^" said the soldier, throwing 
him a common, 'kerchief fronx his pocket : " wriip it round your 
neck, for it givea me an- a§^e to hear yotr teeth knocking one 
another alx>ut so»" 

. ** I thaidc yoii, Slit, » thottSimd tim^a," said Meriton, producing 
his pufse again^ with an instinotive readiness;: ^ what^ nsay be 
the price T 
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The man pricked up his ears, and dropping bk miBket fironi 
the guarded poeitioii in winch he had hidierto carried it, he 
drew closer to the side of his prisoner, in a rerj companionable 
way, as he replied — 

^ I did not calculate on selling the article ; but if you have 
need of it, I wouldn't wish to be hard.** 

^ Shall I give you one guinea, or two, Mr. Rebel V* asked 
Meriton, whose faculties were utterly confounded by his terror. 

^ My name is Allen, friend, and we like civil language in the 
Bay,'* said the soldier. ^Two guineas for a pocket^handker- 
chief! I oonldn't think of imposing on any man «o much V 

*^ What shaU it be, then — half a guinea, or four half*crown 
pieces !" 

^ I didnH at all calculate to part with the handkercluef when 
I left home : it's quite new, as you can see by holding it up, in 
this manner, to the moon ; besides, you know, now there is no 
trade, these things come very higlu Well, if you are disposed 
to buy, I don't wish to crowd ; you may take it, finally, for the 
two crowns." 

Meriton dropped the money into his hands, without hesita- 
tion, and the soldier pocketed the price, perfectly satisfied with 
his bargain and himself since he had sdd his goods at a clear 
profit of about thi^ hundred per cent He soon took occasion 
to whisper to his comrade, that in his opinion ^ h^ had made a 
good trade ;" and laying their heads together, they determined 
that the bargain was by no means a bad wind&lL On the 
other hand, Meriton, who knew the diffei^nce in value between 
cotton and sdlk quite as well as his American protectors, was 
equally well- satisfied with the arrangement; though his content- 
ment was derived from a very difierent manner of reasoning. 
From eariy habit, he had long been taught to believe that 
every civility, like patriotism in the opinion of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, had its price ; and his fears had rendered him a(»newhat 
eareleto ai>out the amount df the purchase-mon^. Be now 
eonudered himself as having a clear claim on the protectj<m of 
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ritj under the soothing im^ession. 

By the time this satisfactory bargain was concluded, and 
each party was lawfully put in possession of his own, they had 
reached the low land already mentioned as the ^' neck." Sud- 
denly the guard stopped, and bending forward^ in the attitude 
of deep attention, they seemed to listen, intently, to s<Mne faint 
and distant sounds, that were, for moments, audible in the inter- 
vals of the cannonade. 

" They are coming," said one to the other : " shall we go on, 
or wait until they've passed ?" 

The question was answered in a whisper, and, after a short 
consultation, they determined to proceed. 

The att^tion of Cecil had been attracted by this conference, 
and the few words which had escaped her guides ; and, for the 
first time, she harbored some little dread as to her final destina- 
tion. Full of the importance of her errand, the bride now de- 
voted every faculty to detect the least circumstance that might 
have a tendency to defeat it She trode so lightly on the faded 
herbage as to render her own footsteps inaudible, and more than 
once she was about to request the others to imitate her exam- 
ple, that no danger might approach them unexpectedly. At 
.ength her doubts were leheved, though her wonder was in- 
creased, by distinctly hearing the lumbering sounds of wheels 
en the frozen eailh, as if innumeraUe groaning vehicles were 
advancing wiUi slow and measured progress. In another in- 
stant her eyes assisted the organs of h^uing, and by the aid of 
the moon her doubts, if not her apprehensions, were entirely re* 
moved. 

Her guards now determined on a change of purpose, and 
withdrew with tiheir prisoners within the shadow of an apple- 
tree that stood on the low land, but a few paces from the line 
of the route evidently taken by the approaching vehicles. In 
this poMldon they remained for several minutes, attentive obser 
vers of what was passing around them. 
55 
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"'Our men have woke up the BritiBh by their fire,'^ said 
one of the guards ; ^ and- all their eyes are turned to the 
batteries T' 

^ Yes, it's very well as it is,'' returned his comrade ; ^ but if 
the old brass congress, mortar hadn't gi'n way yesterday, there 
would be a different sort of roaiing. Did you ever see the old 
congress P' 

^I can't say I ever saw the cannon itself but I haye seen the 
bombs fifty times; and pokerish-looldng things they be, e»« 
pecially in a dark night — ^but hush, here they come.!' 

A large body of men now approached, and moved swiftly 
past them, in deepest silence, d^ing at the &>ot of the bills, 
and marching towards, the shores of the peninsula*. The whole 
of this party was attired and accoutred much^ in the fashion of 
tbosei who h^ teceii^ Cecil. One oi^ two who w^e mounted) 
and in UK»re martial trappings, atmounc^ the ptescUice of some 
<^cers of higher rank. . At the very heeh of this detachment of 
soldiers, came a great number of carts, which took the route 
that led directJy up to the neighboring heights. After thede 
came another, and more numerous body of troops, who followed 
the teams, the whole mdving. in the profoundest stillness^ and 
with the diligence of men who were engaged in the m<ist ini- 
portant undertaking. In the rear of the whole^ Another coUeo- 
tion of carts appearedt gtoanmg undcir the weight of large 
bundles of hay, and other miiittuy prej^irationa of d^euce. 
Before this latter division left the .low land, immense numbers 
of the cloedy-packed buddies were tumbled to the ground, and 
arranged with a quickne^ almost magical, in such a manner as 
to form a light breastwork across the low ground, which would 
otherwise hare been completely exposed to be swept by the shot 
of the jQjfL batteries ; a sit^^o^^ ^^ things that wa^ believed 
to have lied to the catastrophe of Breed's, the preceding summer. 

Among, .the la^t of tho^ who crossed the nedc, was an 
officer on horsebad^ whcfse ^ye wi^ attracted hy the group who 
stood as idle spectators under the tree. Pointing out the latter 
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object to those niround him, he rode nigfaer to the party, and 
leaned forward in his saddle to examine their persons. 

^ HoVs this ?" he exclaimed ; ^'a woman aiid two men under 
the. charge of sentinels! Have we then inore spies among nst 
Cut away the- tree, men; we have need of it, and let in the 
light of the moon tip(m them F 

The order was hardly given before it wii$ executed, and the 
tree felled with a dispatch that, to any bat an American, would 
sKjpfesx incredible. Cedl stepped aside from the impending 
branches, and by npioYing into the light, betrayed the appearance 
<^ a gentlewoman by her mien and apparel. 

^Here must be some^msstakeP continued the officer: ^why 
is ih6 lady thus guarded t** 

One of the soldiers, in a few woids, exi^ained the nature of 
her arrest^ and in return fedeived directions^ anew, how to pro- 
ceed. The mounted officer now put spurs to ^s horse, and 
galloped away, in eager pursuit of more pressmg duties^ though 
he still looked behind him, so long as the decepdre light en* 
abled him to distinguish eidier form or features. . 

^ 'Tis advisable to go ou the he^ts,'' said the soldier,' ^ where 
we may find the commanding geiieral.^ 

^ AujTwhere,^' returned Oecil, confosed with th^ activity and 
bustle that had passed befoie her eyes, *' or any thihg, to be re^ 
lieved fixnn this distressing delay." ^ 

In a very few moments they readied the summit c^ thei near- 
est of tiie two hills, wliere they paused just without the busy 
circle of men who labored there, while one of the soldiers went 
in quest of the officer in command. Froni the point where- ^e 
now stood, OecU had mi open view of the port, tbd town, and 
most of {he adjacent country. The. vessels still reposed heavily 
on the waters, and she fancied that the youthful midshipman 
was already nettling safe in his own haminodc,' on boaifd the 
frigate, whose tall and tapering spars rose jagaiost the sky in 
sueh beautiful and symmoinoal lines. No evidences of alarm 
were manifested in the town; but, on the contrary, the lighfn 



Ib02 J«IOK£L LINCOLI.. 

were gradually disaj^sring, notwiihstandiag the heavy can- 
nonade which still roared along the wevtem side of the penin* 
aula; and it waa probable that Howe, and his unmoved oom« 
panions, yet continued their reyel^, with the same security in 
which they had been left two short hours be£»e. While, with 
the exception of the batteries, every thing in the distance was 
still, and apparently slumbering, the near view was one of life 
and activity. Mounds cf earth were ahready rising on the crest 
of the hill ; laborers were fiUing barrels with earth and sand ; 
fascines were tumbling about from place to place, as they were 
wanted ; and yet the stillness was only interrupted by the unre- 
mitting strokes of the pick, the low and earnest hum of voices, 
or the crashing of branches, as the pride of the neighboring. or- 
chards came crushing to the earth. The novelty of the scene 
beguiled Cecil <^ her anxiety, and many minutes passed un- 
heeded by. Fifty tunes parties, or individuals amongst the lar 
borers, approaching near her person, paused to gaze a moment 
at the speaking and sweet features that the placid light of the 
moon rendered even more than usually soft, and then pushed 
«m in silence, endeavc^ng to repair, by renewed diligence, the 
transient forgetfiilness of their urgent duties. At length the 
man returned, and announced the approach of the general who 
commanded on the hilL The latter was a soldier of middle 
age, of calm and collected deportment, roughly attired for the 
occasion, and bearing no other sjrmbdi of his rank than the 
distinctive ciimson cockade, in one of the large military hats of 
the period. 

^ You find us in the nudat of our li^ors," he pleasantly ob- 
served, as he approached ; ^ and will ovedook the delay I have 
given you. It is reported you left the town this evening V* 

« Within the hour." 

^^And Howe—dreams he of the manner in whidi we are 
likely to amuse him in the morning ?" 

^It wonld be aSeetation in one like me,** said Cecil, modestly, 
*^ to deeline answering questions concerning the views of the 
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royal general ; but atill you will pardon me if I say, that in my 
present situation, I could wish to be spared the piun of ever 
confesfdng my ignorance." 

"I acknowledge my error," llie officer unhe«tatii^ly an< 
Bwered. Afler a short pause, in which he seemed to muse, he 
continued : " this is no ordinary night, young lady, and it be- 
comes my duty to refer you to the general commanding this 
wing of the anny. He possibly may thinlc it necessary to com- 
municate your detention to the Gommander-in-chief." 
" It is he I seek, mr, and wonld most wish to meet" 
He bowed, and, giniig his orders to a sobaltem in a low roice, 
walked away, and was soon lost in the busy crowd tbat came 
and went in constant employment, around the summit of the 
hill. Cecil lingered a singla moment after her new conductor 
had declared his readiness to proceed, to cast another glance at 
the calm splendor of the sea and bay ; the distant and smoky 
roo& of the town ; the dim objects that moved about the adja- 
cent eminence, equally and umilarly employed with those 
around her ; and thea raiung her calash, and lighteuing the 
folds of her mantle, she descended the hill with the light and 
elastic steps of youth. 
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CHAPTER XXX- 



* Tk6 reibol trIw, the rebel dalee, 
With rebel trees rarroanded. 
The distant woods, the hills and floods, 
With rebel echoes sonnded.^ 

Tbs Baitls or xbm Ki< 



The enormous white cockade that covered neatl j one side of 
the little hat of her present conddctor, was tlie onlj sjinl>ol that 
told Cecil she was now committed to the care of one who held 
the rank of captain, among those who battled for the rights of 
the colonies. No other part of his attire was military, though 
a cut-and-throst was buckled to his form, which, from its' sflrer 
guard and f<»inidable dimensions, had probably been borne by 
some <^ his ancestors, in the former wars of the colonies.' The 
disposition of its present wearer was, howey^er, &r from that 
belligerent nature that his weapon might be thought to indicate, 
for he tendered the nicest care and assiduity to the morements 
of his prisoner. 

At the foot of the hill, a wagon, returning from the field, was 
put in requisition by this semi-military gallant ; and, after a 
little suitable preparation, Cecil found herself seated on a rude 
bench by his side in the vehicle ; while her own attendants, and 
the two private men, occupied its bottom in still more social 
affinity. At first their progress was slow and difficult, return 
carts, literally by hundreds, impeding the way ; but when they 
had once passed the heavy-footed beasts who drew them, thej 
proceeded in the direction of Roxbury, with greater rapidity. 
During the first mile, while they weis extricating themselves 
from the apparentlv interminable line of carts, the officer di* 
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rected Lis whole attention to tins important, and dijfficult mik 
noeuirre; but when their uneasy vessel might be said to be fairly 
sailing before the wind, he did &Pt choose to neglect those ser- 
vice%'vrhich,froni:tim0 immemorial, beautiful women in distress 
have had a right to claim of n)en in his profession. 

''Now do not spare the whip/! he <^d to the driver, at the 
moment <tf th^ir deliverattce ; ''but pus^ on,, for the credit of 
horse-flesh, and to th& disgrace of all homed cattle. This near 
beast. of yours should be a t(^, by hid gait and reluctance to 
puH in ^e traoeis for the commQn-good — ^treat him as such, 
friend, and, i& turn, y0u bh^U receive the treatment. of a sound 
whig, iifhen.we make a halt/ You haye spent the wint^ in 
BodtoQ^ madttn r 

Cecil bent her head iiiisilent assent 

" The Koyal army wiU, doubtless, make' k better figure in the 
eyes .of a lady, than the troops of the eolomes ;;tbiough. there 
are some among us who are thought not whoUy lennting.in 
military knowledge, and the certain ajr of a. soldier/* he cpn* 
tinii^ extricatiUg Uie 41te)*-hea4cd legacy, of his grandfather 
fix>m its :eoBo^alment under a fold : ot his coojipaiUon'd mantle : 
" you have : balls, and. entertainments without number I fancy, 
ipa'am, from the gentlemen in the kingV service." 

"I beheve that few hearts are to be found aipEiQngst the females 
iti Bo6toti,.d6 light as. to mingle iu their an^usements." 

" Grod bless them for it 1" exclaimed her escort ; " I am sure 
every shot we throw into the town is like di'ftwing blood from 
our own veins. I suppose the king's oncers don't hold the 
colonists so cheap, since the small aSs^r pn Charlestown neck, 
as they did fbrm^fy r 

^ None who had any interest- at stake, in the events of that 
fotal day> will easily forget the impfes^n it has made ?" 

The young American was too much struck by the melancholy 
pathos in the voice of Cecil, nc^ to flEUioy he had, in his own 
honest triumjdi, unwittingly probed a wound which time had 
not yet healed. They rode many minutes after this unsuccessful 
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effort on hk part to ooiiYerse, in prolbnnd eilenoe ; nor did li« 
again speak nntil tiie tnunj^ng of hones' hoofis was borne along 
b J the evening air, unaccompanied bj the Inmbering sounds of 
wheels. At the next turn of the road they met a mnall caral- 
cade of officen, riding at a rapid rate in the direction of the 
place they had so recentiy quitted. The leader of this party 
drew up when he saw the wagon, which was -also stopped in 
deierenee to his obvious wish to speak with them. 

There was something in the haughty, and yet easy ak of the 
gentleman who addressed her companion, that induced GecO to 
attend to his remarks with more than the interest that is usually 
excited by the common-place dialogues of die road. Bis dress 
was neither civil, nor wholly military, though his bearii^ had 
much of a soldier's manner. As he drew up, three or four 
dogs fiawned upon him, or passed with indulged impmnty be- 
tween the legs of his high4>looded charger, apparently indiflKav 
eat to the impatient r^ulses that were freely bestowed on their 
troublesome familianties. 

*^ High discipline, by P exclaimed thid singula)* spedmen 

of the colonial chieftains — *^1 dare presame, gentlemen, jou are 
from the heights of Dorchester; imd having walked ike whole 
distance thither from camp, are disposed to try the virtues <^ a 
four-wheeled conveyance over the same ground, in a retreat T 

The young man rose in his place, and lifted his hat^ with 
maxiced respect, as he answered — 

•* We are returning from the hill, sir, it is^farue ; but we mu*l 
see our enemy before we retreat P 

** A white cockade ! As you hold such rank, sir, I presume you 
have authority for your movements ? Down, Juno— down, slirt !*• 

^ This lady was landed an hour since on th^ Pointy from the 
town, by a boat from a king^s ship, sir ; and I am ordered to see 
her in safety to the general of the right wing." 

^ A lady !" repeated the other, with singular emphasis, idowly 
passing his hand over his remarkably aquiline and prominent 
features ; ** if there be a lady in the case, ease must be indulged 
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Wi]l you down, Juno !" Turning his head a little aside, to his 
nearest aid, he added, in a voice that was suppressed only 1^ 
the action — ^ Some trull of Howe^s sent out as the newest specir 
men o' loyal modestj I In such a case, sir, you are- quite right 
to use horses. I only marvel that you did not take six instead 
of two. But how oome we on in the trenohes f Down, you 
hussy, down I Thou shouldst go to oom% Juno, and &wn upon 
his majesty's ministers, where thy sycophancy mij^ht purchase 
thee a riband 1 How come we on. in the trenches f 

^ We have broken ground, sir; and as the eyes of the royal 
troops are drawn upon the batteries, we shall make a work of it 
before the day shows them our occupation/' 

^ Ah 1 we are certainly good at digging, if at no other part of 
our exercises. Miss Juno, thou puttest thy precious life in jeop- 
ardy ! — you will f then take thy fate 1" As he s^ke, the im* 
patient chief drew a pistol from his holster, and snapped it twice 
at the head of the dog, that still fiiwned upon him in unwitting 
fondness. Angry with hims^ his weainm, and. the animal at 
the same moment, he turned to his attendants^ and added, with 
bitter deliberation — ^ Gentlemen, if one of you will exterminate 
that quadruped, I promise him an honorable place in my finii 
dispatches to congress, fo!r the service !" 

A groom in attendance whistled to the spaniel, and probably 
saved the Hfe of the disgraced favorite. 

The officer now addressed himself to the party he had de» 
tained, with a collected an4 dignified air, that showed he had 
recovered his self-possession, by saying—* 

*' I beg pardon, sir, for this trouble — let me not prevent you 
from proceeding; there may be serious work on the heights 
before morning, and you will doubtless wish to be there." He 
bowed with perfect ease and politeness, and the two parties 
were slowly passing each other, when, as if repenting of his con* 
deaeennon, he turned himself in his saddle, adding, with those 
saroastio tones so peculiarly his own — *' Captain, I beseech ihee 
have an especial care of the ladyP^ 
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WiUi these words in his mouth, he clapped spun Uy his bone^ 
and galloped onward, Mowed by all hia train, at the same im- 
petnous rate* 

Oedl had beard each sjllabld that fell.from the lips ci bptb 
in this short dialogue, and she felt a chill of disa^ointment 
gathering about her heart, as it proceeded. When thej bad 
parted, drawing a long, tremulous breath, she asked^ in tonca 
that betrayed aU her iseliags— 

"^ And is tbia Washington r 

** ThatP* exclaimed her companion — ^ No, no,, madam, be is 
a very different sort of man ! That is ihi^ gi^t English offioei^ 
whom congress has made a general in our. army« He is thought 
to be as great in the fidd, as he is uncouth in the dntwing-toom 
-rye^, I will acknowledge that much in hia faviyr, though 1 
never know bow to understand him; be is so {Hroudr-eo $up^- 
cilious— end yet| be is a greatfriend of bberty T 

Cecfl permitted the officer to reconcile the seenling contradio- 
tions in the character of his superior, in bis own way, feeling 
perfectly vebevedy when she understood. it was. not the man who 
could bare any influence on'ber own destiny^r The 4rirer.now 
appeared anxious to recover, the lost time, a)i4 be tirged bis 
horses over the ground with increased xlipidity. The requunder 
of their short drive to the vicinity of Bo^bory^ pefi9e4 Jn sileiice. 
As the cannonading was still maintained with e^ual warmth by 
both parties, it was hazarding too tnuoh to place themselves in 
the line of the enemy's -fire. The .youi^.mimi therefore, after 
finding a secure spot among the imeveli ground of the vicinity, 
where be might leave bis charge in safety, proceeded by him- 
self to the point wbeie be bad reason to beUeye be should find 
the ofBcer be was ordered to seek. . During bis shjort absence, 
Cecil remained in the wagon, an appaUed listener, and a partial 
spectator of the nei^bcoing contest* 

The Americans had burst their only mortar of nize, the pro- 
ceding night; but they applied their cannon with unwearied 
diligence, not only in tbe face of the British intrencbraents. but 
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on thd low land, acrdss the edtnary of the Charles; and still 
farther to the north, in front of the position which their enemies 
held on the welKknown heights <>f Charlestownw In retaliation 
for this attack, the hatteries along the western side of the town 
werei in a constant blaze of fite, While those of the eastern 
continued to slumber, in total unepnsiciou^ess of Uie coming 
danger. 

When the officer returned, he rept^rt^d that his search had 
been successful, and that he had beeu'^fnmanded to conduct 
his charge into the presence of the Anglican commander-inr 
chief. This ne^ an^ngement imposeid the nels^ssily. of .driving 
a few miles fiirther ; and as the youth begatl to regard his new 
duly wi'di some impatience, he was in no hUmo)r for delay. The 
route was circuitous and safe, the roads good, and the driver 
diligent In consequence, wilhin thehour th^y passed the rirer, 
and Cecil found herself afier so Idng an absence, once move ap? 
proaching the ancient provincial s^Bat of learning. 

The little village, though in the hands of fiiends^ exhibited 
the infallible evidences of the presence of aal irregular army. 
The bmldings of the University w<ere filled with troops, and the 
doors of the different inns were thronged ^th noisy soldiers, 
who Were assembled ibr the inseparaUe purposes of revelry and 
folly. The officer drove to one of th^ most private of these 
haunts of the unthinking and idle, aiid declared his intentions 
to depoisit his charge under its roo^ until he could learn the 
pleasure of the American leader* Ceml h^ard his arrangements 
vrith little satffi&ction ; but^ yieldiiig to the necessity of the case, 
when the vehicle had stopped, shd alighted, without remon- 
strance. With her two attendants in her t^n, and preceded 
by the officer^ she passed through th^ noisy crowd, not only 
without insult, but without molestation^ Ihe different declaim- 
ers in the throng, and they were many, even lowered their 
clamorous voices as she approached, the men giving way, in 
deference for her sex; and she entered the building without 
hearing but one remark applied to herself though a low and 

18 
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curious buzz of yoices followed her footsteps to its very threshold. 
That solitary remark was a sudden ezclajnatioD, in admiration 
of the grace of her movements ; and, singular as it may seem, 
her companion thought it necessary to apologize for its rudeness, 
by whispering that it had proceeded from the lips of '* one of 
the southern riflemen ; a corps as distinguished for its skill and 
bravery, as for its want of breeding V* 

The inside of this inn presented a very different aspect from 
As exterior. The decent tradesman who kept it^ had so far 
yielded to the emergency of the times, and perhaps, also, to a 
certain propensity towards gain, as temporarily to » adopt the 
proflBsslon he followed ; but by a sort of implied compact with 
the crowd without, while he administered to their appetite for 
hquor, he preserved most of the privacy oi his domestic arrange- 
ments. Hje had, however, been compelled to relinquish one 
apartment entirely to the service of the public, into which Cecil 
and her companions were shown, as. a matter of course, without 
the smallest apology for its condition. 

There might have been a dozen . people in the common 
room ; some of whom were quietly seated before its large fire, 
among whom were one or two females; some walking, and 
others distributed on chairs, as accident or inclination had 
placed them. A slight movement was made at the entrance of 
Cecil, but it soon subsided ; though her rich mantle of flne cloth, 
and silken calash, did not fail to draw the eyes of the women 
upon her, with a ruder gaze than she had yet encountered from 
the other sex, during the hazardous adventures of the night. 
She took an offered seat near the bright and cheerful Uaze on 
the hearth, which imparted all the light the room contained, 
and disposed herself to wait in patience the return of her con-, 
ductor, who immediately took his departure for the neighboring 
quarters of the American cbiet 

^ Tis an awful time for women bodies to journey in T' said a 
middle-aged woman near her, who was busily engaged in knit* 
ting, though she also bore the maiks of a traveller in her dress 



LIOKBL LINCOLN. 411 

•^-'Tm sure if I had thought there'd ha' been such contentiona, 
I would never have crossed the Connecticut ; though I have an 
only child in camp !'* 

" To a mother, the distress must be great, indeed,*' said Cecily 
*' when she hears the report of a contest in which she knows 
her children are engaged* 

^ Yes, Rojal is engaged as a six-months'-man, and he is partly 
agreed to stay till the king's troops conclude to give up the 
town.'* 

" It seems to me,** said a grave looking yeoman, who occupied 
the opposite comer of the fireplace, **your child has an unfit- 
ting name for one who fights against the crown !" 

** Ah, he was so called before the king wore his Scottish 
Boot ! and what has once been solemnly named, in holy bap- 
tism, is not to be changed with the shift of the times ! They 
were twins, and I called one Prince and the other Royal ; for 
they were bom the day his present majesty came to man's 
estate. That, yon know, was before his heart had changed, 
and when the people of the Bay loved him little less than they 
did their own flesh and blood." 

" Why, Goody,** said the yeoman, smiling good-humoredly, 
and rising to offer her a pinch of his real Scotch, in token of 
amity, while he made so free with her domestic matters — ^^ you 
had then an heir to the throne in your own family ! Hie Prince 
Royal, they say, comes next to the king ; and by your tell, one 
of them, at least, is a worthy fellow, who is not likely to sell 
his heritage for a mess of pottage ! If I understand you, Royal 
is here in service ?" 

** He's at this blessed moment in one of the battering-rams 
in front of Boston-neck,** returned the woman ; " and the Lord, 
he knows, 'tis an awfiil calling, to be beating down' the housen 
of people of- the same religion and blood with ourselves! but 
so it must be, to prevail over the wicked designs of such as 
would Hve in pomp and idleness, by the sweat and labor of 
their fellow-creatures.'* 
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The honest yeoman, who was somewhat more familiar with 
the terms of modem warfare than the wonian, smiled at her 
mistake, while he pursued the oonYersatton with a peculiar 
grantj, which rendered his humor doubly drolL 

^ "lis to be hoped the boj will not weary at the weapon be- 
fore the morning cometh. But why doea Prince linger behind, 
in such a moment I Tarries he with his fiiUier, on the home- 
stead, in safety, being the younger bom !" 

^ No, no,^ said the woman, shaking her head in sorrow ; "' he 
dwells^ I trust, with our common Father, in heaven ! Neither 
are yoa right in calling him the homoKshild. He was my first- 
bom, and a comely yputh he grew to be 1 When the ciy that 
the reg'lan were out at Lexington, to kill and destroy, passed 
through the country, he shouldered hia musket, and came down 
with the people, to know the reason the land, was stained with 
American blood* He was young, and full of ambition to be 
fo^most among them who were wilHng to fight for their birth* 
rights ; and the last I ever heard, of him was in the midst pi 
the king's troops on Breed^s. No, no; his body neyer came 
off the hill ! The neighbors sent me up the- clothes he left in 
camp^ and 'tis one of his socks that Pm now footing for .his 
twill-brother." 

The woman delivwed this simple explanation with perfect 
ealnmess ; though, as she advanced in the subject, huge tears 
started from her eyes^ and, following each other down her 
cheeks, fell unheeded upon the humble garment- of her dead 
son. 

^ This is the way our bravest striplings are cut o^ fighting 
with the scum of Europe I" exclaimed the yeoman, with a warmth 
that showed how powerfully his feelings were touched. " I hope 
the boy who lives may find occasion to revenge his brother's 
death." 

^ €k>d forbid l God forbid I" exclaimed the weeping mother — 
^ revenge is an evil passion ; and least of all would I wish a 
child of mine to gtq into the field of blood with so foul a breast 



LIONEL LINCOLN. 41«l 

God has giyen us tlus tand to dwell in, and to rear up temples 
and worshippers of his holy name ; and in giving it, be bestow- 
ed the right to disfend it against all earthly oppression. If 
'twas Tight for Prince to come, 'twas right for B/ojnl to fol- 
low T 

^ I believe I am reproved in justice," returned the tnan, look- 
ing !iround at the spectators with an eye that no longer teemed 
with a hidden meaning. ^ God bless you^ my good woman, 
and Jeliver you, with your remaining boy, and all of us, from 
the scourge which has been.injQicted on the oountry for our sins. ' 
I go west; into the niouatidns, with the sun ; and if J ican carry 
any word of comfort from you to the goiod nian at home, it will 
not be a hill or two that shall hinder it" 

^^ The same thanks to you for the offer, as if you did if, 
friend; my man would be nght glad to see you at his settle- 
ment ; but I sicken already with the noises and iiil^ful sights of 
warfare, and shall not tarry long after my son comes. forth, from 
the battle. I shall go down to Cragie's house in the morning, 
and look upon the bleased man whom, the people havs . choeen 
from among themselves as a leader, and huiry back agun ; for 
I plainly see that this is not an abiding-place lor anch as IP 

*^ You will then have to follow him into the line of danger ; 
for I saw him, witiun the. hour, .ndii^, with all: his. followers^ 
towards the water^de ; and I doubt not that this unusual waste 
of ailimunition . is intended for. more than we of little .wibcau 

^ Of whom speak you f* Cecil involuntarily asked. 

^ Of whom should he speak, but of Washington ?" rettirned 
a deep, low voice at her elbow, whose remarkable souiids in- 
stantly recalled the tones of tKe aged messenger of death, who 
had i^peared at the bedside <^ her grandmother. Cecil started 
from her ehaiir, and sedoiled; several paces from the person of 
Ralph, yA^ Mood ^regarding her with a, e(teady and searching 
look, hiedieas of the observation they attracted^ as well aa^f the 
number and quality of the spectators. 
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** We are not stnmgen, joang ladj/* eoolmiied tlie old nm; 
** and jOfQ will excuse me if I add, that the fiice of an aoqiumifc- 
anoe mnst be gratefol to one of jonr gentle aex, in a place ao 
tmaettled and diaorderiy as this." 

<* An acqnaintance f lepeated the unprotected bride. 

** I aaid an acqnaintance ; we know each other, snidj/' re- 
tained Ralph, with marked emphasia; '^you will beBere me 
when I add, that I hare seen the two men in the gnardrrotMB, 
which is at hand." 

Cecil cast a furtive glance behind her, and, with some alarm, 
peroeiTed that ahe waa sqMvated from Meriton and the alni^per. 
Before time was allowed for lecdlection, the old man approached 
her with a court] j breeding, that waa rendered more striking 
by the coarseness as well as negligence of his attiie. 

^ This is not a place for the meoe of an Ei^glish peer," he 
said; '^but I haye long been at home in this warlike TiBage, 
and will conduct jou to another residence, more suited to jomr 
sex and condition.'' 

For an instant Cecil hesitated ; but obeening the wondering 
fiices about her, and the intense curiosity with which all in the 
room suq)ended their seTeral pursuits, to listen to eadi syllaUe, 
she timidly accepted his offiered hand, sufficing him to lead her, 
not only from the room, but the house, in profound silence. 
The door through which they left the bmldingwas opposite 
to that by which she had entered ; and when they found 
themselyes in the open air, it was in a different street, and a 
short distance removed from the crowd of revellers already 
mentioned. 

*^ I have left two attendants behind me," she said, ^ without 
whom 'tis impossible to proceed." 

** As they are watched by armed men, yon have no <di(Hce 
but to share their confinement, or to submit to the temporary 
separation," returned the other, cafanly. ^ Should Us keepers 
discover the character of him who led yon hiAei; his fiite 
would be certain P • r 
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. ^ His character P repeated Cecil, again shrinking, from the 
touch, of the old man. 

^ Surely mj words are plain ! I said his character. Is he 
not the deadly, obstinate enemy of liberty? And think you 
these countrymen of ours so dull as to suffer one like him to go 
at large in their very camp f Ko, no/' he muttered, with a 
low, but exulting laugh ; *' like a fool has he tempted his fate, 
and like a dog shall he meet it I Let us proceed ; the house 
is but a step from this, and you may summon him to your 
presence if you will." 

Cecil was rather impelled by her companion than induced to 
proceed, when, as he had said, they soon stopped before the 
door of a humble and retired building. An armed man paced 
along its front^ while the lengthened shadow of another sentinel 
in the rear was every half-minute thrown fax into the street, in 
confirmation of the watchfulness that was kept over those who 
dwelt within. 

^ Proceed," said Balph^ throwing open the oute^r ^oor, without 
hesitation. Cecil complied, but started «t encountering another 
man, trailing a muaket, as he paced to and fro in the narrow 
passage that received her. Bet^e^a this sentinel and Balph 
there seemed to exist a good understanding, for the latter ad 
dressed him with perfect freedom — 

'^H^ no order been yet received from Washington?" he 
asked. 

" None ; and I rather conclude, by the delay, that nothing 
very favorable is to be expected." 

The old man muttered to himself but passed on, and, throw* 
ing open another door, said— 

" Enter." 

Again Cecil complied,, the door closing on her at the instant ; 
but before she had time to express either her wonder or hei 
Alarm, she was folded in. the arms of her husband. 

50 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

s 

** Is Bbe s Oapnlet f 
O dctr Meoani I mj life k m j foe> debt^ 

Soion. 

^ Ah ! Linooln ! liocoln P cried tlie. weeping bride, g^ntljf 
extricatiQg henelf from: tbe loBg embrace of Ii<mel, '^at what 
a moment did you desert me F ' - 

^ And bow bave t been pumsbedif love I a nigbt of kexay^ 
and a morrow of useless regrets I How early have I been made 
to feel tbe strength of tboee ties wbicb unite iisl — unites, in- 
deed, my own folly may baye already severed tbeiH forever T 

^ Truant 1 I know yoti I aitd sball hereafter weave a web^ with 
woxmuBL^s art, to keep you in my toils I ^If you lote b^ Lionel, 
aslwotdd fain believe, let all the piuit be f<^gotten« I ask^ — ^I 
wish no i»p]anafidn. You have beto^ deceived, and thAt re- 
pentant eye assures me ^f your retumi&g' reason.- Let us now 
speak only of yourself. Why do I find yoii thus guarded, more 
like a criminal than an officer of the crown f* 

^ They have, indeed, bestowed especial watchfulness on my 
safety.** 

'* How came you in their power! and why do they abuaie 
their advantage f^ 

^*Tb easily explained. Presuming oh tke tempestuou^ness 
of the night — ^what a bridal was ours, Cecil I" 

^Twas terrible P she answereo, shuddering ; then, inth a 
bright and instant smile, as i£ sedoloin to isihase every appear- 
ance of distruist or care from her oountenanoe, she contintted*- 
*^ but I have no longer faith in omens, Lincoln I <n^, if one has 
been given, is not the awful fulfilment already come P I know 
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not how you value the benedictions of a parting soul, Lionel^ 
but to me.liiere is holy eonsolation in ktiOTring that my dying 
parent left her blessing <»i our sudden unidn.'' 

Disregarding the hand whddi, with geajtie earnestness, she 
had laid upon hia shoulder, he walked gloomily away^ into a 
distant comer of the apartment I ' \ - ■■ 

"Cecily I do loVe you, as yoil would £adn believe,'? he said, 
^^ and I listen readily to your wish to buiy the past in oblivion. 
But I leate. my tale. unfinished. You know the night was such 
that none would choose, uselessly, to brave its £ary : I attempted 
to profit by the storm, and availing myself of a flag, which is 
regularly granted to the simpleton. Job Pray, I left the town. 
Impatient-rrdo 1 say inipatientiT-fbdme. along rather by a tem- 
pest of passions that meocked the feebler elements^ we ventured 
too much. Cecil, I was notalonlB P 

'^I know it — ^I know it," she said, hurriedly, though, speaking 
barely above her breath : " you ventured tod much—" - , 

^ And encountered a piquet that would not mistake a royal 
officeir lor an impoverished, though privileged idiot In' our 
anxiety we overlooked— believe me, dearest Cecil, that if you 
knew all-— ^the scen^M'had witnessed — ^the motives which 
urged— 4hey, at least, kould justify this strange and seeming 
desertion." 

" Did I doubt it, would I forget my condition, my recent loss 
and my. sex,. to follow in! the .footsteps of one unworthy of my 
solicitude!" returned the bride, coloring as much with innate 
modesty, as with ih^ P^^^^^ of her einotionia. ^ Think not I 
eome^. with giriish weakness, to reproach you with any fatided 
wrongs. I am your wife. Major Lincoln ; and as such would I 
serve yoo, at a niomeni i^heh I Miow all the tenderness of the 
tie will most be needed. .At the altar, and in the presence of 
my God, have I acknowledged the 'sacred duty ; and shall I 
hesitate to disdiai^e ii because the eyes <>f kiab are oh me f* 

^ I shall gd mad \~L shall go mad I" cried libnel^ in ungov- 
•nid}Ie mentd angidsh, as lie paced the fl66r, in violent disor> 
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der. ^ There are momentB ivlieii I tlunk that the oarae, vfaicfc 
destroyed the Either, has alieadj lighted on the son f 

"• Lionel T said the toft, soodiing Toioe of his compamon, at 
his elbow, ''is this to render me more hsppj — theivelconie 
70a bestow on the conjBding girl who has committed her hap- 
piness to jonr keeping t I see 70a relent^ and will be more 
just to us both — ^more dutiful to your God i Now let us speak 
of jour confinement. Surd j, you are not soq^ected of aa j 
criminal designs in this rash visit to the camp of the Americans I 
^were easy to conrince their leaders that you are innocent of 
so base a purpose." 

*^ Tis difficult to evade the vigilance of those who straggle 
ioT liberty l" returned the low, calm voice of Ralph, who stood 
before them, unexpectedly. *^ Major Lincoln has too long lisfcraied 
to the counsels of tyrants and slaves, and foi^tten the land of 
his birth. K he would be safe, let him retract the error, while 
yet he may, with honor." 

"• Honor T repeated Lionel, with unconcealed disdain — again 
pacing the room with swift and uneasy steps, without deigning 
any oiher notice of the unwelcome intruder. Cecil bowed her 
head, and, sinking in a chair, concealed her face in her small 
muf^ as if to exclude some horrid and fearful sight from ha* 
view. 

The momentary silence was broken by the sound of footsteps 
and of voices in the passage, and at the next instant, the door 
of the room opening, Meriton was seen on its threshold. liis 
appearance roused Cecil, who, sprin^g on her feet, beck- 
oned him away, with a sort of phrensied earnestness, exdaim- 
ing— 

^ Not here ! — ^not here I For the love of Heaven, not hero !" 

The valet hesitated, but, catdiing'a gfinipse of his master, la& 
attachment got the ascendency of his req>ect 

*^.Qod be praised lor this blessed sight, Mairter Ilcnel 1" he 
cried : '^'tis the liappiest hour I have seen .sinoe I lost the look 
at the shores of old England ! If Hwas only at BaveBScli&, or 
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(n Soho, I should be the most contented fool in the three king- 
doms! Ah, Master Lionel, let ns get out of this provlnoe, into 
the country, where there^ia no rebels ; or any thing worse than 
King, Lords, and Commons P 

" £nough now ; for this time, worthy Meriton, enough !" in- 
tempted Cecil, breiatbing with difficulty, in her eagerness to bo 
heard. " Go — ^return to the inn — the colleges — anywhere — do 
but go P 

^ Don't send a loyal subject, ma'am, again among the rebels, 
I desire to entreat of you. Such awfol blasphemies, sir, as I 
heard while I was there 1 They spoke of his sacred majesty 
just as freely, sir, as if he had been a gentleman like yourself. 
Joyful was the news of my release I" 

^ And had it been a guard*-room on the opposite shore," said 
Etalph, ^the liberties they used with your earthly mcHiarch 
woidd have been as freely taken with the King of kings I" 

^ You shall remain, then,'' said Cedl, probably mistaking the 
look of high disdain which Meriton bestowed on his aged fellow- 
voyager, for one of a very different meaning — ^ but hot here. 
You have other apartments, Major Lincoln ; let my attendants 
be received there — ^you surely would not admit the menials to 
our interview P . 

" Why this sudden terror, love ? Here, if not happy, you at 
least are safe. Go, Meriton, into the adjoining room; if wanted, 
there is admission through this door of communication." 

The valet murmured some half-uttered sentences, of which 
only the emphatic word '^genteel" was audible ; while the di- 
rection of his discontented dye suffi<nently betrayed that Ralph 
was the subject of his meditations. The old man followed his 
footsteps, and the door of the passage soon closed on both, 
leaving Cecil standing, like a beautiful statue, in an attitude of 
absorbed thought. When the noise of her attendants, as they 
quietly entered the adjoining room, was heard, she breathed 
igain, with a tremulous sigh, that seemed to raise & weight of 
apprehension from her heart. 
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'^ Fear not for me, Cecil, and least ni all for yourself^'^ aaid 
Lionel, drawing hor to his boaom with fond aolicitnde : ^ my 
headlong raalmeBfli or rather that fittal baiie to the happinen of 
my house, the distempered feeling whic^ yon mnst have often 
seen and deplored, has indeed led me intp « se^ijoing danger. 
But I hare a reason for my dondftotj wld<^ avowe^ el^ill lull 
the auspidona of even our ^lemieiB to sleep." 

^ I hare no suspicions — ^no knowledge of any imperfectiona*— 
DO regrets, lionel; — ^nothing but the most ^itlent Wjshesfor 
your peace of mind ; and^ if I might «iplain! — yea, now is a 
time — ^Lionel, kind, but tnnmt Lidnel — ^ 

Her words xere interrupted; by Balph, who app^ardd again 
in the room, with that noisfelees step, whieh, in eopjnnct^'with 
hik great age and attenuated framef some^es gave to his move- 
inents and aspect the charaster ^ abeing iniperior to the attri- 
butes of humanity. On his /arm he. bore tin overooat aasd a 
hat, both of which Cecil recJiogliixed; at ft gUiioe,jaff the .property 
of the unknown man who had attended her person- throughout 
all the viciasitades of thatrCTientf^ nightb 

^ Seel*! said Baiph, exlubiting^ his sp<^ with a ^astlyi but 
meaning smile, ^ see in how many forms. Liberty appears io> aid 
her votaries 1 Here is the guise in which she wil} now be oourtr 
edl Wear them, young Ipoati, and be free P 

^Bdlieve him notr-listen not^" whispered Ce^ while she 
shrunk from his abroach in undieguised tenor: ''nay, do 

fisten, but. act. witli caution r . . 

^ Dost'thourd^y to receive the^Ueesod bpon of freedom, when 
offeDad f " demanded Balph. '' W^uldst th^u remain, apd brave 
the angry justice .Of the Ainerioan chic^ imd make thy wife, oi 
a day, a widow for an age r 

^ In what ms^ner am I to profit by this dress ?'| said Lionel. 
^ To submit to the degradatioiL' of a disguise, success shoidd be 
certain." ,» 

^ Turn thy haughty eyes, young man, on ihe picture of iimo- 
eence and terror at thy side. For the sake of her whose fate ia 
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•mpped in ihine, if. not I for your owti, cpnsult thy safety, And 
fly—p^oiotlier kniaute may. be too late/' 

^ Oh I hesitatd not.AmoioeQt iQnger^ Lincoln,^* criisd Cecil, 
with a change of piiqK)Be aa sudden aft the impulse' w^ft power- 
Mr **fly---leaTe.iiJe; iny sex and station- will be--r' 

*' 'Nerer," ^"^ Li&ncQ, casting the g^rm^t ^om hjim^ in coo*, 
disdidn^ ^ Onbe^ ythesk Baath .waa husy^ did I^ al»and(on the!^ ; 
but, ere I do it agaiii, his Uow must fall on me T' 

« I wfll folk)#— I wiH jdn you*" 

^Tott diaM not part," said Ralph^ once more rsmng the re- 
jected eoat^ and lending his aid to envelop the form of Lionel, 
who stood paiBsive under the United, efforts of his bride and her 
aged ii^tant. " Remain here," the: latt^ added, wlien.thcdr. brief 
task was ended, ^ and await the sinnmnw :to freed<;>i|i. , And 
thou, sweet flower of innoc^oe and lov^ ioUow itnd -shaiid in 
th(6 hondr of liberating him who has. estolated thee V* 

Cecil blushed; T^i& virgin shatne, &t .^e strength of liis et" 
prei^onS, but bowed hear head Jn^nlisnt ;acquieseeiic^jto hi» will. 
Proceeding to the door, he bedcdned :het to iipproach, indioa- 
ting, by ail expreiisive. gesture, io lionel, that he' was to- remain 
stationary. -WlieB Cecil 'had cbii&plSed, and tiiey wete in the 
narrow passiage of ^tbe building, Riilph,^ inst»Eul of betraybig any 
apprehensioki of the* sentioel who paced 'its. length,. li^lef^sly 
approached, and addreised; him with Ihe cbnSdence 0f ; $ known 
friend*— ' -- ■ ■'.."; ....••.' ' •' 

"Seef^ he said, removing the ctdask from before the pale 
features of his companion, "• how terror for the &te <>f her hus- 
band iias caused the good %hild to weep 1 Bhe quits' hidx now, 
fiiend, witii one of keif Attendants, ^hile>the other tarries to 
adtninister to liis niastei^s wants. liook at her;, is^ iiot a sweet, 
thbugk mourning partner,- to smocitk the path of a^sOldi^'s 

•Kfe>* ' •■ ■■'■ \ ■'■:.' r .'[ ,. 

The man seemed awkwanily sensible of; the unusual eharms 
^at Ralph so ilneei^mofilousfy^ ezhibiteld ito his view ; aod [while 
he stood in ad^airing embamussm^ti ashamed to gajie, and yei 
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man entering the room occupied by Menton and the ttnsDgat* 
She was still in the act of veiling her feataiea from ihe ejes oC 
the sentinel, when Ralph reappeared, attended by «i figore mitf> 
fled in the well-known oreieoat. Notwithstanding the flopped 
hat, and studied concealment of Ins gait^ the loeen eyes of the 
wife penetrated the disgoise of her hasband ; and reooUecting, at 
the same instant, the door of communication between the two 
apartments, the whole artifice was at onoe rarealed. With 
trembling eagerness she glided past the sentind, and piessed to 
the side <^ Lionel, with a dependence that might have belniyed 
the deception to one more accustomed to the forms cf li£^ than 
was the honest coontryman who had so recently thrown aside 
the flail to carry a mnsket 

Ralph allowed the sentinel no time to deliberate ; but waving 
his hand in^ token of adieu, he led the way into the street with 
his accustomed activity. Here they found th^nselves in the 
presence of the other soldier, who moved to and fi:o, along the 
allotted ground in front of the building, rendtfing the watch- 
fulness^ by which they were environed, doubly embanaasng. 
Following the example c^ thar aged conductor, Lionel and his 
trembling companion walked with apparent indifierence towards 
this man, who, as it proved, was better deserving of his trust 
than his fellow within doors. Dropping his musket across their 
path, in a manner which announced an intention to inquire into 
their movements, before he suffered them to proceed, he roughly 
demanded — 

^ How's tlus, old gentleman ? you come out of the prisoners* 
rooms by squads I one, two, three; our English gallant n4ght 
be among you, and there would stiU be two kftl Come, come, 
old fatlKO*, render some account, of yonrsd^ and of your com- 
mand. For, to be plain with you, there are thoee who think 
you are no better than a vpj of Howe's, notwithstanding you 
are left to run up and down the can^, as you {dease; In ]fim 
Yankee dialect, and that's intelligible Ex^lish, yon .have been 
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eaught in bad compenj of late, and there has been hard talk 
about shutting you up, as well as your comrade." 

*^ Hear ye that t" said Ralph, calmly smiling, and addressing 
himself to his companions, instead of the man whose int^T<^- 
atorios, h^ was expected to answo:--^'^ thiidc you the hirelings 
of the crown are thus alert I Would not the slaves be sleeping 
the moment the eyes of their tyrants are turned on their own 
lawless pleasures f Thus it is with liberty* The sacred spirit 
hallows its meanest votaries, and elevates the private to all the 
virtues of the proudest captain I" 

" Come, come," returned the flattered sentinel, throwing his 
musket back to his shoulder i^ain, "^ I believe a man gains noth- 
ing by battling you with words. I should have spent a year 
or two inside yonder colleges to dive at all your meaning. 
Though I can guess you are more than half right in one thing ; 
for if a poor fellow, who loves his country, and the good cause, 
finds it so haid to keep his eyes open on post, what must it 
be to a half-starved devil on sixpence arday! Go along, go 
along, old father ; there is one less of you than went in, and 
if there was any thing wropg, the man in the house should 
know it r* 

As he concluded, the sentinel continued his walk, humming 
a verse of Yankee-doodle, in excellent favcnr with himself and 
all mankind, with the sweeping exception of his country's 
enemies. To say that this was not the first instance of well- 
meaning integrity being Cf^dbd by the jargon of liberty, 
might be an assertion too hazardous; but that it has been 
the last, we conscientiously believe, though no immediate ex- 
ample may pres^at itself to quote in support of such heretical 
credulity. 

Balph appeared, however, perfectly innocent of intending to 
ntter more than the spirit of the times justified ; for, when left 
to his own pleasure, he pursued his way, muttering rapidly to 
himself and with an earnestness that attested his sincerity 
When they had turned a comer, at a litUe distance fi*om any 
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praafling danger, he relaxed in hia mo^ementa, and, soffering kia 
eager companiona to aj^roaofa, lie atole to the aide of Lionel, 
and, clenching hia hand fieroelj, he' whif^red, in a TCHce half 
choked hy inward exnltation — 

^ I hare him now ; "he ia no longer dangenms 1 Aj — bj — ^I 
have him doaely watdhed'bj the vigilance of three incormptible 
patriota r 

*^ Of whom speak you I" demanded Lionel — "what is hia c^- 
fence, and where is your c<^Te f 

^ A dog 1 a man in form, but a tiger in heart 1 Ay i but I 
hare him P the old man continued, with a hollow laugh, that 
seemed to heave up from hh inmost soul--r-^a dog ; a veritable 
dog 1 I have hiio, and God grant that be may drink' the cup 
of slavery to its dregs I" 

'^Old man,'' said Lionel^ firmly, "that I haive followed you 
thus far on no unworthy errand, you best may testifyr^I- have 
forgotten the oath; which, at the altar, I had sworn to^ to-cherish 
this sweet aiid spotless being at my side, at your instigation, 
aided by the maddening circumstances of a: moment; but the 
delusion has already passed away 1 Here we part forever, unless 
your solemn and often-repeated promises are, on the instant, 
redeemed." 

The high exultation, which had so lately rendered the emaci- 
ated countenance of Ralph hideously ghastly, disi^peared like a 
passing shadow ; and he listened to the wotds of Lionel with 
calm and seUled attention. But whet, he would have answered, 
he was interrupted by Cecil, who uttered, in a voice nearly sup- 
pressed by her fearsr— 

"Oh! delay not a moment! Let us proceed aQyWh^are, or 
anyhow even: now the pursuers may be on our tradu I am 
strong, dearest Lionel, and will follow to the ends. <>f tii0 ecirth, 
so yoii but lead P' " 

^lioniBl'Lincolnj' I hitve not deceived theel^.said the old 
man, solemiiiy. "SVo^idcaioe has already led ila <A' oat^Wtif^ 
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and a few minutes will bring us to our goal — suffer, then, that 
gentle trembler to return into the village, and follow T 

"' Not an inch I" returned Lionel, pressing Cecil still closer 
to his side — ^ here we part, or your promises are fiilfiUed." 

*^Nay, go with him-^Oj** again whispered the being who 
clung to him in trembling, dependence. " This rery controversy 
may prove your ruin — did I not say I would accompany yon, 
Lincoln T 

'* Lead on, then," said her husband, motioning Ralph to pro- 
ceed — " once again will I confide in you ; but use the trust with 
discretion, for my guardian spirit is at hand ; and remember, 
thou no longer leadest a lunatic I" 

The moon fell upon the wan features of the old man, and 
exhibited their contented smile, as he silently turned away, and 
resumed his progress with his wonted rapid and noiseless tread 
Their route still lay towards the skirts of the village. While the 
buildings of the university were yet in the near view, and the 
loud laugh of the idlers about the inn, with the frequent chal- 
lenges of the sentinels, were still distinctly audible, their con- 
ductor bent his way beneath the walls of a church, that rose in 
solemn solitude in the deceptive light of the evening. Pointing 
upward at its somewhat unusual, because regular architecture, 
Ralph muttered, as he passed — 

^* Here, at least, Grod possesses his own, without insult T 

Lionel and Cecil slightly glanced their eyes at the silent 
walls, and followed into a small inclosure, through a gap in its 
humble and dilapidated fence. Here the former again paused, 
and spoke — 

"^ I will go no further," he said, unconsciously strengthening 
the declaration by placing his foot firmly on a mound of frozeo 
earth, in an attitude of resistance — ^ 'tis time to cease think* 
ing of self^ and to listen to the weakness of her whom I 
support r 

^Think not of me, dearest Lmcoln— ^ 
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Cecil was interrupted by the Toice of the old man, who, 
raising his hat, and baring his gray locks to the mild rays of the 
planet, answered with tremulous emotion — 

^ Thy task is already ended I Thou hast reached the spot, 
where moulder the bones of one who long supported thee. 
Unthinking boy, that sacrilegious foot treads on thy mother^s 
graver 
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CHAPTER XXXll 



**0h, age has weaiy daySi 

And niglits o* sleepless pain I 

Thon golden time o* joaihM prime, 

yUkj oom^ tboa not again f* 

Bguca. 



The stillness that succeeded this unexpected annunciaticA was 
like the cold silence of those who slumbered on every side of 
them. Lionel recoiled a pace, in horror; then, imitating the 
action of the old man, he uncovered his head, in pious reverence 
of the parent, whose form floated dimlv in his imagination, like 
the earliest recollections of .in£uicy, or the imperfect fancies of 
some dream. When time was given for these sudden emotions 
to subside, he turned to Ralph, and said — 

"And was it here that you would bring me, to listen to the 
sorrows of my family ?" 

An expression of piteous nng^ish crossed the features of the 
other, as he answered, in a voice which was subdued to 
softness — 

"Even here — here, in the presence of thy mother's grave, 
shalt thou hear the tale !" 

"Then let it be here I" said Lionel, whose eye was already 
kindling with a wild and disordered meaning, that curdled the 
blood of the anxious Cecil, who watched its jexpression with a 
woman's solicitude. " Here, on this hallowed spot, will I listen, 
and swear the vengeance that is due, if all thy previous intima- 
tions should be just — ^ 

" No, no, no-^Ksten not — ^tarry not T aaid Cecil, clinging to 
his mde m: itndisgsased alarm : " Linooln, you are not equal to 
th^ scene r 

* I am equal to any thing in such a cause.'' 
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** Nay, Lionel, you overrate your powers I Think only of your 
safety, now ; at another, and happier moment you shall know 
all — ^yes — ^I — Cecil — thy bride, thy wife, promise that all shall 
be revealed — ^ 

" Thou I" 

^ It is the descendant of the widow of John Lechmere who 
speaks, and thy ears will ^ot refuse the sounds," said Ralph, 
with a smile that acted like a taiint on the awakened impulses 
of the young man. **' Go-—thou art fitter for a bridal than a 
churchyard I" 

^ I have told you that I cim equal to any thing,'' sternly an- 
swered Lionel ; *^ here will I sit^ on this humble tablet, to hear 
all that you can titter, thotigb[ the rebel legions encircle me to 
my death l" T . 

"What! dar'st brave the averted eye of one sot dear to. thy 
heartr 

^All, or aty thing/' e^claiitied (he excited youtb, "with so 
pious an object." .! . 

^ Bravely answered ! and thy reward is .ni^^^nay, look not 
on the sjrren, or thou wilt relent" 

"My wife I" said Lionel, extending his hand^ kindly, towards 
the shrinking form (^ Cecil. 

"Thy mother I" interrupted Ralph, pointing with his .emaciated 
hand to the cold residence <^ the dead, 

Lionel sunk on the dilapidated grave-stone' to which he had 
just iJludfid, and, gathering his icoat .about him, he rested' an 
arm'ulxm his knee, while itis halid, supported his quivering chin, 
as if he wlsre desp^At^ly bent on: his gloomy purpose^ T^e old 
man smiled with his t»ufd^ ghastly e^Spressi^oa, as he. witnessed 
this proof of his success, and he took a similar seat on the op- 
posite side of the grave, which seemed ihe fiocsOA of their conir 
mon interest Here he dropped his &oe between 1^ hfoa^ and 
appeared ta muse, like one who was oc^eotiiig h^ theligbts for 
the coming emergency. During thid short and impr^fe. pai|a|d; 
Lionel felt the tremblii^ Ibnn of Cecil drawing to. his side; and 
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before his ag»ed companion spoke, her im>%iled and pallid coun- 
tenataoe was once more iratching the change of his own features, 
in submissive, but anxious attention. 

V ^Thou knbwest already, Lionel Lincoln," commenced Ralph, 
slowly raising his body to an upright attitude, '^how, in past 
ages, thy. family sought these colonies, to find religious quiet^ 
aind the peace of the jtist. And thpu also knowest, — for often 
did' we beguile the long watches of the night in discoursing ol 
these things, while the never-tiring ocean was rolling its waters 
unheeded around, — how Death came into its elder braiich, 
which still dwelt amid the luxury and corruption of the £nglish 
eourt, and left thy &ther the heir of all its riches and honors." 

^ How much of this, is unknown to the meanest gossip in 
the province of Massachusetts Bay ?" interrupted the impatient 
LioneL 

^ But they do not know, that^ for years before this accumulap 
tion of fortune actually occurred, it was deemed to be inevitable 
by the decrees of Providence; they do not know how mtfch 
more value the orphan son of the unprovided soldier found in 
the eyes of those even of his own blood, by the expectation f 
nor do they know how the w<»ldly-minded Piiscilla Lechmere, 
thy father's aunt, would have compassed heaven and earth, 
to have seen that wealth, and those honors, to which, it was 
her greatest boast to claim alliance, descend jn the line of her 
own body." 

^< But 'twas impossible 1 She was of the female branch ; 
neither had she a son I" 

- '^Nothing seems impossible to thos^ on whose peace of mind 
the worm of ambition feeds — thou knowest well she left a grand* 
child ; had not that child a mother t" 

Lionel felt a painful conviction of the connection, as the 
trembling object of these remarks sunk her head in shame and 
sorrow on his bosom, keenly alive to the justice of the character 
drawn of her deceased relative, by the mysterious being who 
had just spoken. 
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^ €rod forbid, that I, a Chxistiaii, and a gentlemaQ," eontiDaed 
the (M man, a little proudly, '^should ntter a sjUaUe to taint 
the spotless name of one so free from blemish as she of whom 
I spei^ The sweet child who clings to thee, in dread, Lionel, 
was not more pure and innocent than she who bore her. And 
long before ambition had wove its toils for the miaeraUe Pris- 
cilla, the heart of her daughter was the property of the gal> 
lant and honorable Englishman, to whom in later years she was 
wedded." 

As Cecil heard this soothing commendation of her m<Mre hor 
mediate parents, she again raised her &ce into the light of the 
moon^ and remained, wh^re she was already kneeling, at the side 
of Li<mel, no longer an uneasy, but a deeply interested listener to 
what followed. 

'^ As the wishes of my unhappy aunt were not realized^" said 
Major Lincoln, " in what manner could they affect the fortunes 
of my father ?" 

^ Thou shalt hear. In the same dwelling lived another, .even 
fairer, and, to the eye, as pure as the daughter of Priscilla. She 
was the relative, the god'-diild, and the ward of that x^iserable 
woman. The beauty, and seeming virtues of this apparent 
angel in human form, caught the young eye of thy fkther, and, 
in defiance ci arts and schemes, before the long-expected title 
and fortune came, they were wedded, and thou wert bom, Li- 
onel, to render the boon of Fate doubly welcome." 

"And then—" 

"And then thy father hastened to the land of his anceetors, 
to claim his own, and to prepare the way for the reception of 
yourself and his beloved Priscilla — ^for then there were two 
Priscillas ; and now both sleep with the dead I All havii^ life 
and nature can claim the quiet of the grave, but I," continued 
Uie old man, glancing his bollow eye upward, with a look cl 
hopeless misery. "I, who have seen s^^es pass since the blood 
of youth has been chilled, and generation after ^neration swept 
away, must still linger in the haunts of men I but 'tis to aid ic 
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tlie great work which commences here, but which shall not end 
antil a continent be regenerated.** 

Lbnel sufiEered a minute to pass without a question, in defer- 
ence to this burst of feeling ; but soon, making an impatient 
movement, it drew the eyes of Ealph once more upon him, and 
the old man continued — 

" Month after month, for two long and tedious years did thy 
father linger in England, struggling for his. own. At length he 
prevailed. He then hastened hither ; but there was no wife- 
no fond and loving Piisdlla, like that tender flower that reposes 
in thy bosom, to welcome his return." 

*^ I know it," said Lionel, nearly choked by his pious recol- 
leotion»*-^^^ she was dead." 

^ She was more," returned Ralph, in a voice so deep, that it 
sounded like ene speaking from the grave : ^she was dishonoi^I" 

**rnsfalsel" 

^ "lis true — ^true as that holy GkMpel which comes to men. 
through the inspired ministers of God P . 

^^'Tis &l8el" repeated Lionel, fiercel}^ — ^^'bhicker than the 
darkest thoughts of the foul spirit of evil I" 

^ I say, rash boy, 'tis true ! She died in giving l»rth to the 
fruits of her infamy. When Priscilla Lechmere met thy heart- 
stricken parent with the damning tale, he read in her exulting 
eye the treason of her mind, and, hke thee, he dared to call 
Heaven to witness that thy mother was defimied. Bui there 
was one known to him, under circumstances that forbade the 
thoughts of deceit, who swore — ay, took the blessed name ol 
Him whoreads all hearts, for warranty of her truth I — and she 
confirmed it" 

^ The infamous seducer I" said Lionel, hoarsely, his bo<iy 
turning unconsciously away from Cecil — ^ does he yet live ? 
Give him to my vengeance, old man, and I will yet bless you 
for your accursed hist<»ry T' 

^ Lionel, Lionel," said the soothing voice of his bride, *^ do 
you credit him t" 
67 
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^ Credit him T' iaid Ralph, with a h<Miid, in^rard lai^;fa, as 
if he would deride the idea of iBcredalitf : >^ all this must he 
believe, aud morel Ouce again, weak gid, did th^r: grand- 
mother throw out her lores for the wealthy baronet, and when 
he would not become her son, th^i <tid she le^gae. with the 
spirits of hell to compass his ruin. Revenge took place of am- 
bition, and thy husband's father was the Tictim P . 

^ S«j oh r cried lionel, nearly ceasing to breathe in the in- 
tensity of his interest 

^The blow had out him to the^ heiirt; and, fcfi a time^ his 
reason was crushed beneath its wdght Yet 'twas but -for an 
hour, compared to the eternity a man is do6nied to live I 
They profited by the temporary derangement,, and when his 
wandering faculties were lulled to quiet, he found himself the 
tenant of a madhouse, wha:e, for twenty long years, was he 
herded with the defaced images of his Maker, by the arts of the 
base, widow of John Lechmere." 

^ Can this be true f Can this be triie )" cried Lionel^ clasp- 
ing his hands wildly, and springing, to. his feet, with & violence 
that cast the tender form that still dung, to him, aside, like a 
worthless toy. ^*Can this- be proved- { : ^oWi knowestithou 
thesefiicte?" 

The calm, but melancholy smile that was wont to light the 
wan features of the old man, when he nlluded to his: own ex- 
istence, was once more viable, as he answased— ' ' 

*^ There is but little hid from the knowledge (acquired by 
length of days. Besides^ have I not seciet ineioii of intelli- 
gence that iare unknown to thee f Remember what, in oitr fre- 
quent interviews, I have revealed ; recall the death-bed scene of 
Priscilla Lechmere, and ask thyself if there be not tfcnth in thy 
agedifriend;" 

^ Give me all I hold not back a tittle of thy accursed tale — 
give me all — or take back each syllable thou hast uttered !" 

^ Thou shalt have all thoii askest^ Lioniel Lincoln,! and more," 
returned Ralph, throwing into his manner and voide'its utmost 
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powers of solemnity and persuasion — ^ provided thou wilt swear 
eternal hatred to that country and those laws, by which an in- 
nocent and unoffending man can be levelled with the beasts of 
the field, and be made to rave even at his Maker, in the bitter-* 
ness of his sufferings.'' 

" More than that — ^ten thousand times more than that, will I 
swear : I will league with this rebellion — " 

^ Lionel, Lionel, what is't you do f ' interrupted the heart- 
stricken Cecil. 

But her voice was stilled by loud and busy cries, which 
broke out of the village, above the hum of revelry, and was in- 
stantly succeeded by the trampling of footsteps, as men rushed 
over the frozen ground, apparently by hundreds, and with head- 
long rapidity. Ralph, who was not less quick to hear these 
sounds than the timid bride, glided from the grave, and approach- 
ed the highway, whither he was slowly followed by his com- 
panions ; Lionel utterly indifferent whither he proceeded, and 
Cecil trembling in every limb with terror for the safety of him 
who so little regarded his own danger. 

^ They are abroad, and think to find an enemy," said the old 
man, raising hi& hand with a gesture to command attention ; 
*^ but he has sworn to join their standards, and gladly will they 
receive any of his name and fiimily P 

^ No, no— -he has pledged himself to no dishonor,** cried 
Cecil. " Fly, Lincoln, while you are free, and leave me to meet 
the pursuers — they will respect my weaknte.** 

Fortunately, the allusion to herself awakened Lionel from 
the dull forgetfrilness into which his Acuities had fallen. En- 
circling her slight figure with his arm, he turned swifUy from 
the spot, saying, as he urged her forwaid~7 

** Old man, when this precious charge is in safety, thy trulJi 
or falsehood shall be proved.** 

But Ralph, whose unincumbered person and iron fr'ame, 
which seemed to mock the ravages of time, gave a vast supe- 
riority over the impeded progress of the other, moved swifttf 
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ahead, vavhig hia hand on Ugh, aa if to indicate his intention 
to jom. iQ the flighty while he led the way into the fields adj»> 
cent to the chnrchjard they had quitted. • 

The noise, of the pursuers soon became more distinct, and, in 
the intervals of the distant cannonade, the cries and directions 
of those who conducted the chase were distinctly audible. Not- 
withstanding the vigorous iirm of her supporter, Cecil was soon 
sensible that her delicate frame was unequal to continue the. ex- 
ertions necessary to insure their safety. They had entered an- 
other road, which lay at no great distance from the first, when 
she paused, and reluctantly declared her inabilily to proceed. 

** Then, here will w^ await our cecg^np said lioneL with 
foroed composure : ^ let the rebels beware ;how thay abuse their 
slight advantage l^ 

The words were scaroely lettered, when . a part^ 49^wn by a 
double ifdam^ turned an imgle in the hi^way neas them, and 
its -driver appeared withiii a few feet' oi thor sfol where they 
stood. He was a man far advanced in years, but still wielded 
his long goad with a dexterity whioh had be^ in^Mictedby the 
practice of more than half a e^tuiy. The aght of this man, 
alone, and removed from inmiediate aid, suggested a de^rate 
thought for self-preservation to lione^. Qi|itting the side of his 
exhausted companion, he advanced i^n him with «n air so 
fierce, that it might have created alarm in one who had the 
smallest reason to apprehend any dao^j^er. 

*^ Whither go you with that cart I" sternly d^ouoided the 
young man pn the instant 

'^ To the Point,** was the ready answer. ^ Yes, ye&--old and 
young — ^big and litde-r-mei^ ai^d cre'turs — ^four-wheels and two- 
wheels — every thing |;oes to the Pbint to-night, as you can guefls, 
friend ! Why,** he continued, dropping one end of bis goad on 
the ground, and supporting himself by grasping, it with both hia 
hands—'* I was eighty-three the fourteenth of the last Maroh, 
and I hope, Qod willing, that when the next birthday cornea, 
there won't be a red coat left in the town of Boston. To 



notion^ M'nd, thej'have held the place long enough, and it^s 
time to quit. My boys are in the oainp, soldiering a turn — the 
old woman has be^ as busy as a bee^ sin' sun-down, helping me 
to load up what you see, and I am carrying it orer to Dorches- 
ter, and not a farthing shall it ever cost the congress f^ 

" And you are going to Dbrchester-nedc with your bundles of 
hay f ' ' said Lionel^ eyang both him and his passing team, in 
jiesitatibn whether to aitfeempt violence on one so infirm and 
helpless. 

^ Anan i you must speak up, soldier-fashion, as you did at 
first, fot I am a: little deaf^*^ returned the carter. ^ Yes, yes, 
ihey Spared mio'in the piress,i6r they said I had done enough; 
but I say ii nuui^has never done enough for his own countrf, 
when any thing is left to be done. • T-m told th^ are carrying 
over fitsMoes, as ihey call *em, and pressed-bfay, for tiieir ferts. 
Ashi^ is mbse m myfashion than any other fashion, Pve bun- 
dled up a stout pile on-t 'here ; and if that wont do, why, let 
Washington come ; he is welcome to the bam, stacks and all I'* 
' ^ While you are so. liberal to the congress, can you help a 
lemale in distiessy who would wish to go in the direction of your 
route, but is too feeble to wialkf' • 

^ With all my hearty** said the otiher, turning round in quest 
of her whom he was desired to assist-^' I hope she is handy; 
for the night wears on, and I shoiildn^ like to have the English 
send a bullet at our people : on Dorchester hills, before my hay 
gets there^ to* help stop it" : 

. ' ^ She shall not detain you an instant,'' said Lionel, springing 
to ihe place where Cecil stood, partly concealed by the fence, 
and supporting hento the side' of the rude vehicle — '^ you shall 
be amply rewarded for this service." 

^ Reward I Perhaps she is the wife or daughter of a soldier^ 
in which ease ihe should be drawn in her. coach and four, in 
stead of a cart and double team." 

- ^ Yes, yes — you are right, she is both — ^the wife of one, and 
the daughter of another soldier " 
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^ Ay ! God bless her ! I warrant me old Put was more tha& 
half right, when he said the women would stop the two ridge- 
ments, that the proud parliamenter boasted could march through 
the colonies, from Hampshire to Georgi'. Well, fri'nds, are ye 
situated f 

"' Perfecdy," said Lionel, who had been preparing seats for 
himself and Cecil, among the bundles of hay, and assisting his 
companion into her place during the dialogue — ^ we will detain 
you no longer." 

The carter, who was no less than the owner of a hundred acres 
of good land in the vicinity, signified his readiness ; and sweep- 
ing through the air with his goad, he brought his cattle to the 
proper direction, and slowly moved on. During this hurried 
scene, Ralph had continued hid by the shadows of the fence. 
When the cart proceeded, he waved his hand, and gliding 
across the road, was soon lost to the eye in the misty distance, 
with which his gray apparel blended, like a spectre vanishing 
in air. 

In the mean time the pursuers had not been idle. Voices 
were heard in different directions, and dim forms were to be 
seen rushing through the fields, by the aid of the deceptive light 
of the moon. To add to the embarrassment of their situation 
Lionel found, when too late, that the route to Dorchester lay 
directly through the village of Cambridge. When he perceived 
they were approaching the streets, he would have left the cart, 
had not the experiment been too dangerous, in the midst of the 
disturbed soldiery, who now flew by on every side of them. Li 
such a strait, his safest course was to continue motionless and 
silent, secreting his own form, and that of Cecil, as much as 
possible, among the bundles of hay. Contrary to all the just 
expectations, which the impatient patriotism of the old yeoman 
had excited, instead of driving steadily through the place, he 
turned his cattle a little from the direct route, and stopped in 
front of the very inn, where Cecil had so lately been oondncted 
by her guide from the Point. 
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Here the same noisy and tliouglitle&s revelry existed as before. 
The arrival of such an equipage at once drew a crowd to the 
spot, and the uneasy pair on the top of the load became unwill- 
ing listeners to the conversation. 

" What, old one, hard at it for congress I" cried a man, ap- 
proaching with a mug in his hand ; " come, wet your throat, 
my venerable Father of Liberty, for you are too old to be 
a son I" 

" Yes, yes," answered the exulting farmer, " I am father and 
son, too I I have four boys in camp, and seven grand'uns in the 
bargain ; and that would be eleven good triggers in one family, 
if five good muskets had so many locks — ^but the youngest men 
have got a ducking-gun, and a double-barrel atween them, how- 
somever ; and Aaron the boy carries as good a horse-pistol, I cal- 
culate, as any there is going in the Bay ! But what an uneasy 
time you have on't to-night I There's more powder wasted in 
mocking thunder, than would fight old Bunker over again, at 
* white o' the eye' distance !" 

" 'Tis the way of war, old man ; and we want to keep the 
reg'lars from looking at Dorchester " 

" If they did, they couldn't see far to-night But^ now, do 
tell me ; I am an old man, and have a grain of cur'osity in the 
flesh ; my woman says that Howe casts out his carcasses at you ; 
which I hold to be an irreligious deception." 

•* As true as the Gospel." 

^ Well, there is no calculating on the wastefulness of an un 
godly spirit I" said the worthy yeoman, shaking his head — " 1 
could believe any wickedness of him but that! As cre'turs 
must be getting scarce in the town, I conclude he makes use of 
his own slain ?" 

^ Certain," answered the soldier, winking at his companions : 
'* Breed's hill has kept him in ammunition all winter." 

" 'Ti^ awful, awful I to see a fellow-cre'tur flying though the 
air, after the spirit has departed to judgment ! War is a dread* 
ful calling ; but, then, what is a man without liberty P' 
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'^Hark ye, old gentleman, talking of flying, kave- you seen 
any thing of two men and a woman, flying np the road 41s you 
came in?" 

^Ananl" Pm a little hard o* hearings women, too! do 
Uiey shoot their Jezebels into our oamip f There is no wicked- 
ness the king's mimsters won't attempt to circumrent oar weak 
natursr 

^ Did you see two men and a woman, running away as you 
came down the road V^ bawled the fellow in his ear. 

^ Two 1 did you say two V^ asked the yeoman, turning hia 
head a little on one side, in an attitude of sagaciois musing.' 

" Yes^ two men." 

" No^ I didn't see two. Running out of town, did you say P 

"Ay, runnings as if the devil was after them." 

"No; I didn't s^e two, not anybody running away — ^it's a 
sartain sign of guilt to run away— fis there aiiy reward offered V* 
said the old man, iauddenly interrupting . himself, and again 
communing with his own thoughts. 

"Not yet — ^ibey've just escaped,"^ 

" The surest way to catch a thief: is to offer a smart reward z 
no— I didn't see tw6 men; you are sartain there was two?" 

" Push on with that cart I drire on, driYC on," cried a paoim[ted 
o£Soer of the quartermaster's department, who came scouring 
through the street at that moment^ awakening all lihe slumber^ 
ing ideas of haste, which the old farmer had suffered to lie 
dormant so long. Once more flourishing his .goad^ he piit his 
team in motion, wishing the reveUers good-night as he pro* 
ceeded. It was^ however, long after he had left the idllage, and 
crossed the Charles, before he ceased to make fregiient and 
sudden halts in the highway, as if doubtful whether to continue 
his route, or to return. At length he stopped the cart, and, 
clambering up on the hay, he took a seat, where with one eye 
he could regulate his cattle, and with the other examine his 
oompanions. This.investi^tion continuedanoiherhobr, neither 
party uttering a syllable, when the teamstor appeared saitii^ed 
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Ibat his suspicioiis were unjust, and abandoned them. Perhaps 
the difficulties of the road assisted in dissipating his doubts ; for, 
as they proceeded, return carts were met, at every few rods, 
rendering his undivided attention to his own team indispensable. 

Lionel, whose gloomy thoughts had been chased from his 
mind by the constant excitement of the foregoing scenes, now 
felt relieved from any immediate apprehensions. He whispered 
his soothing hopes of a final escape to Cecil, and, folding her in 
his coat, to shield her from the night-air, he was pleased to find, 
ere long, by her gentle breathing, that, overcome by &tigue, 
she was slumbering in forgetfiihiess on his bosom. 

Midnight had long passed when they came in sight of the 
eminences beyond I>orchester-neck. Cecil had awoke, and 
Lionel was already devising some plausible excuse for quitting 
the cart, without reviving the suspicions of the teamst^. At 
length a favorable i^ot occurred, where they were alone, and 
the formation of the ground was adapted to such a- purpose. 
Lionel was on the point of speaking, when ihe cattle stopped, 
and Ralph suddenly appeared in the highway, at their heads. 

*^ Make room, fri'nd, for the oxen," said the fanneir— ^^* dumb 
beasts won't pass in the face of man." • 

^Alight," said Balph^ secondihg his words with & wide 
sweep of his arm towards the fields. 

Lionel quickly obeyed, and, by the time the driver had de- 
scended also, the whole party stood together in the road. 

" You have conferred a greater obligation than you are aware 
of," said Lionel to the driver. " Here are fivft guineas." 

^For what? for riding on a load of hay a few miles?*— no, 
no ; kindness is no such boughten article in the Bay, that a man 
need pay for it. But, fri'nd, mbuey seems plenty with you, for 
these difficult days I" 

^ Then thanks, a thousand times — ^I can stay to offer you no 
more." 

He was yet speaking, when, obedient to an impatient 
gesture from Ralph, he lifted ^Ceoil over the fence, and in a 
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moment they disappeared from the eyes of the astonished 
farmer. 

^ Halloo, fri'nd I" cried the worthy advocate for his country, 
running after them as fiist as old age would allow — ** were there 
three of you, when I took ye iq> T 

The fugitiyes heard the call of the simple and garrulous old 
man, but, as will easily be imagined, did not deem it j«Tident to 
stop and discuss the point in question between them. Before 
they had gone far, the furious cry of " Take care of that team !" 
with the rattling of wheels, announced that their pursuer was 
recalled to his duty, by an arrival of empty wagons; and, before 
the distance rendered sounds unintelligible, they heard the noisy 
explanation, which their late companion was giving to the others, 
of the whole transaction. They were not, however, pursued ; 
the teamsters having more pressing objects in view than the 
detection of thieves, or even of pocketing a reward. 

Ralph led his companions, after a brief explanation, by a long 
and circuitous path, to the shores of the bay. Here they found, 
hid in the rushes of a shallow inlet, a small boat, that Lionel 
recognized as the little vessel in which Job Pray was wont to 
pursue his usual avocation of a fisherman. Entering it without 
delay, he seized the oars, and, ^ded by a flowing tide, he indus- 
triously urged it towards the distant spires of Boston. 

The parting shades of the night were yet struggling with the 
advance of day, when a powerful flash of light illuminated the 
hazy horizon, and the roar of cannon, which had ceased towards 
morning, was again heard. But this time the sounds came from 
the water, and a cloud rose above the smoking harbor, announ- 
cing that the ships were again enlisted in ihe contest. This 
sudden cannonade induced Lionel to steer his boat between the 
islands ; for the castle, and southern batteries of the town, were 
all soon united in pouring out their vengeance on the laborers, 
who still occupied the heights of Dorchester. As the little 
vessel glided by a tall frigate, Cecil saw the boy, who had been 
bier first escort in the wanderings of the preceding night, stand* 
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iDg on its taffrail, rubbing his eyes with wonder, and staring si 
those hills, whose poeseasion be had prophesied would lead to 
such bloody results. lu short, while he labored at the oars, 
Lionel witnessed the opening scene of Breed's acted anew, as 
battery after battery, and ship after ship, brought their guns to 
bear on the hardy countrymen, who had once more hastened a 
crisis by their daring enterprise. Their boat passed unheeded, 
in the excitement and bustle of the moment, and the mists ol 
the morning had not yet disupated, when it shot by the wharves 
<^ Boston, and, tumibg into the narrow entrance of the Town- 
dock, it touched the land, near the warehouse, where it had so 
often been moored, in more peaceable limes, by its simple 
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CHAPTER XXXIIL 



^2roir«iMln ft noble heart ;->-0ood-sigbt, 

Sweet prince." 



Lionel assisted Cecil to ascend the difficult water-staira, and, 
ttill attended by their aged companion, they soon stood on the 
drawbridge that connected the piers which formed the mouth 
of the narrow basin. 

^ Here we again part,^ he said, addressing himself to KaJph ; 
" at another opportimity let us resume your melancholy tale." 

^ None so fitting as the present : the time, the place, and the 
state of the town, are all fjEtvorable." 

Lionel cast his eyes around on the dull misery which per- 
vaded the neglected area. A few half-dressed soldiers and 
alarmed townsmen were seen, by the gray light. of the morning, 
rushing across the square towards the point whence the sounds 
of cannon proceeded. In the hurry of the moment, their own 

arrival was not noted. 

• .- ■ ■■ • . • » * 

" The place — ^the time P he slowly repeated. 

*' Ay, both. At what moment can the Mend of liberty pass 
more unheeded amongst these miscreant hirelings than now, 
when fear has broken their slumbers ! Yon is the place," he 
said, pointing to the warehouse, ^ where all that I have uttered 
wiU find its confinnation." 

Major Lincoln communed momentarily with his thoughts. 
It is probable that, in the rapid glances of his mind, he 
traced the mysterious connection between the abject tenant of 
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the adjacent building and the deceased grandmother of his 
bride, irhcee active agency in prodnoing (he calamities of his 
Oomilj had now been openly acknowledged. It was soon ap- 
parent^ that he wavered in his purpose; nor was he sloW to 
declare it 

^ I will attend you," lie said ; f' for who can say what the 
hiaxlihood of the rebels may next attempt; and future occa- 
sions may be wanting. I will first see this gentle charge of 
inine — ^ 

^ Lincoln, I cannot — ^mnst not leave you,'' interrupted CeciJ, 
with earnest fervor : ^ go, listen, and learn all ; surely there can 
be nothing that a wife may not know T 

Without waiting for further ob^tion, Ralph made a hurried 
gesture of compliance, and, turning, he led the way, with his 
usual swift footsteps, into the low and dark tenement of Abigail 
Pray. The commotion of the town had not yet reached this 
despised and neglected building, whidi was even more than 
ordinarily gloomy and still. As they picked their way, how- 
ever, among the scattered hemp, across the scene of the preced- 
ing night's liot^ a few stifled groans proceeded from one of the 
towers, and directed them where to seek its abused and suffering 
inmates. On opening the door of this little apartment, not only 
Lionel and Cecil paused, but even the immovable old man ap- 
peared to hesitate, in wonder. 

The heart-stricken mother of the simpleton was seated on her 
humble stool, busied in repairing some mean and worthless gar* 
ments which had, seemingly, been ezp<:)sed to the wasteful care- 
lessness of her reckless child. But while her fingers performed 
their functions with mechanical ddll, her contracted brow, work- 
ing muscles, and hard, dry eyes, betrayed the force of the men- 
tal suffering that she struggled to conceal Job still lay stretch*' 
ed on his -abject pallet, though his breathing was' louder and 
more labored than when we last left him, while hlB sunken fea* 
tures indicated the slow, but encroaching advances of the disease. 
Polwarth was seated at his side, holding a pulse, with an air ol 
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medical deliberation; and attempting, erery few moments,. to 
confirm his hopes or fears, as each preponderated in turn, hy 
examining the glazed eyes of the subject of his care. 

Upon a party thus occupied, and with feelings so much en* 
grossed, even the sudden entrance of the intmders was not likely 
to make any very sensible impression. The languid and nn* 
meaning look of Job wandered momentarily towards* the door, 
and then became again fixed on vacancy. A gleam of joy shot 
into the honest visage of the captain, when he first beheld 
Lionel, accompanied by Cecil, but it was instantly chased away 
by the settled meaning of care, which had: gotten the mastery 
of his usually contented expression. The greatest alteration 
was produced in the aspect of the woman, who bowed her head 
to her bosom, with a universal shudder of her frame, as Ralph 
stood unexpectedly before h^. But from her, also, the sudden 
emotion passed speedily away, her hands resuming their humble 
occupation, with the same mechanical and involuntary move^ 
ments, as before. 

" Explain this scene of silent sorrow T said Lionel to his friend 
— ^^ how came you in this haunt of wretchedness ? and who has 
harmed the lad r 

" Your question conveys its own answer. Major Dncoln," re- 
turned Folwarth, with a manner so deliberate, that he refrised 
to raise his steady look from the face of the sufferer — *^ I am 
here, because they are wretched I" 

^ The motive is commendable ; but what aileth the youth V* 

"^ The functions of nature seem suspended by some remark^ 
able calamity. I found him suffering from inanition, and not 
withstanding I applied as hearty and nutritious a meal as tho 
strongest man in the garrison could require, the symptoms, as 
you see, are strangely threatening !" 

" He has taken the contagion of the town, and you have fed 
him, when his fever was at the highest I'' 

*^ la smJEkll-pox to be considered more than a symptom, when 
a man has the damnable disease of starvation ! Go to — go to^ 
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Leo ; you read the Latin poets so much at the schools, that no 
leisure is left to bestow on the philosophy of nature. There is 
an inward monitor, that teaches every child the remedy for 
hunger." 

Lionel felt no disposition to contend with his friend on a 
point where the other's opinions were so dogmatical, but, turn- 
ing to the woman, he said — 

^ The experience of a professional nurse should have taught 
you, at least, more care." 

" Can experience steel a mother to the yearnings of her off- 
spring for food ?" returned the forlorn Abigail. " No, no — the 
ear cannot be deaf to such a moaning, and wisdom is as folly 
when the heart bleeds." 

" Lincoln, you chide unkindly," said Cecil — ** let us rather at 
tempt to avert the danger, than quarrel with its cause." 

^' It is too late — it is too late," returned the disconsolate 
mother; ^his hours are already numbered, and death is on 
him. I can now only pray, that God will lighten his curse, and 
suffer the parting spirit to know his Almighty power." 

" Throw aside these worthless rags," said Cecil, gently at- 
tempting to take the clothes, " nor fatigue yourself longer, at 
such a sacred moment, with unnecessary labor." 

"Young lady, you little know a mother's longings; may you 
never know her sorrows ! I have been doing for the child these 
seven-and-twenty years ; rob me not of the pleasure, now that 
so little remains to be done." 

" Is he, then, so old !" exclaimed Lionel, in surprise. 

" Old as he is, 'tis young for a child to die ! He wants the 
look of reason : Heaven, in its mercy, grant that he may be 
found to have a face of innocence f 

Hitherto Ralph had remained where he first stood, as if riv- 
eted to the floor, with his eyes fastened on the countenance of 
the sufferer. He now turned to Lionel, and, in a voice ren- 
dered even plaintive by his deep emotion, he asked the simple 
question — 
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^WiUhedie!'* 

^ I fear it—that look is' not ^\j to be nifltakeiu'' 

"With a step so light that it vas inaudible, the old man moved 
to the bed, and seated himself on the side, opposite to Pciwarth. 
Without Tegatding the wond^ng look of Uie captain, he 
wayed his hand on high, as if ta exhort to silence, and then 
gazing on the features of the sick, 'with nidajich<dy interest^ he 
said — 

^ Here, then, is death again ! None ale so young' as to be 
unheeded; ^tis only the old that cannot die. Tell me, Job, 
what seest thou in the visions of thy mind — ^the unknown places 
of the damned, or the brightness of such as stand in presence 
of their God r 

At the well-known sound of his voice, the glased eye of the 
simpleton lighted with a ray of reason, and was turned towards 
the speaker, once more, teeming iHth a look of meek assurance. 
The rattling in his throat, for a moment, in<»eased, atid then 
ceased entirely; when a voice so deep, that it appeared to iassue 
from the depths of his chest, was heard, saying — 

^ The Lord won't harm him who never haraied the creatures 
of the Lord P 

^ Emperors and kings, yea, the great of the earth, might ^envy 
thee thy lot, thou unknown child of wretohednefis 1** returned 
Ralph. " Not yet thirty years of probation, and ab^y thou 
throwest aside the clay 1 Like thee did I grow to manhood, 
and learn how hard it is to live; but like thee I cannbtdie! 
Tell me, boy, dost thou enjoy the freedom of the spirit^ cat hast 
thou still pain and pleasure in the flMi f D>06t see beybitfd the 
tomb, and trace thy route through the pathless air, or is aU yet 
hid in the darkness of the grave V* 

*' Job is going where the Lord has hid h» -reason," answered 
the same hollow voice as before: ** his prayers won't be fo(di^ 
Any longer.*' 

^ Pray, then, for one aged and forlorn; whohasboriie the 
burden of life till Death has forgotten him, and who wearies ^of 



the things of earth, wheie all is treaoheTy and sin. . But 8taj ; 
depart not till thy spirit can bear the signs of lepentuice frona 
yon sinful woman into the regions of day;^ 

Ab%aii- groaned alood ;. her hands again refused their occup»> 
tion^and her head once more sunk on her bosom in abject misery. 
From this posture of self-abasement and grie^ the woman raised 
herself to her feet, and, putting teide the careless tretees of dark 
hair, which, though here and there -streak^ with gray, retained' 
much of their youthful glo§s, she looked about h^ with a face 
so hazard, and eyes: so full of meaning, that the common at- 
teation; was .instantly attracted to her movements. 

^ The time has come, and ndlther fear nor shame shall longer 
tie my tongue," she said. " The hand of Proyidenca is too 
manifest in this aasemblage around the deaih-bed of that boy, 
to be unheeded. Major lincoln, in that stricken and helpless 
child, you see one who shares your blood, though he has ^ver 
been a stranger to your happiness. Job is your lurother T 

^ Grief has maddened her T exclaimed .the anxious Cecil : 
^ she knows not what she utters.*^ 

^ ^Tis true I** said the cahn tones of Ralph. 
. '^ Listen,^' continued Abigail : " a terrible witness, sent luther 
by Heaven, speaks to attest I tell no lie. The secret of my 
transgression is known to him, when I had thought it buried in 
the afEection of one only who owed me eyery thing." 

^ Woman P said Lionel, '' in attempting to deceive me, you 
deceire youseelf. Though, a voice from heaven should declare 
the troth of thy danmable tale, still would I deny that fpul ob- 
ject being the child of my beauteous mother" 

'^ Foul and wretched as *you see him, he is the ofispriug of 
one not less flair, though £ir leas fortunate, than thy own boasted 
parent, proud dhUd of prosperity I Call on heaven aS thou wilt, 
with that blasphemous tongue, he is no less thy brother, and 
the elder bom." 

^ 'lis tme*— 'tis true— 'tis most solemnly a truth I" repeated 
the umneved and aged sti^ssgen 
58 
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'^It cannot beP cried CeciL "Lincoln, credit them not; 
they contradict theinBeiTee.'' 

*^ Out of thy own month will I find reasons to convince you,^ 
said Abigail. " Hast thou not owned the influence of the son 
at the altar f Why should one vain, ignorant, and young as I 
was, be insensible to the seductions of the fiither f ** 

"The child is, then, thine T exclaimed Lionel, once more 
breathing with freedom. " Proceed with thy tale ; you con- 
fide it to friends.'' 

** Yes — ^yes," cried Abigail, clasping her hands, and speaking 
with bitter emphasis : " you have all the consolation of proving 
the difference between the guilt of woman and that of man ! 
Major Lincoln, accursed and polluted as you see me, thy own 
mother was not more innocent nor &ir, when my youthful 
beauty caught thy father's eye. He was great and powerful, 
and I xmknown and frail : yon miserable proof of our transgres- 
sion did not appear, until he had met your happier mother." 

" Can this be so ?" 

" The holy Gospels are not more true T murmured Ralph. 

"And my father! did he — could he desert thee in thy 
need?" 

" Shame came when virtue and pride had been long forgot- 
ten. I was a dependent of his own proud race, and opportuni- 
ties were not wanting to mark his wandering looks and grow* 
ing love for the chaste Piisdlla. He never knew my state. 
While I was stricken to the earth by the fruits of guilty he 
proved how easy it is for us to forget, in the days of prosperity, 
the companions of our shame. At length, you were bom ; 
and, unknown to him, I received his new-bom heir from the 
hands of his jealous aunt What accursed thoughts beset me 
at that bitter moment ! But, praised be God in heaven, they 
passed away, and I was spared the sin of murder 7* 

" Murder T 

" Even of murder. You know not the desperate thoughts 
the wretcned harbor for relief! But opportunity was not long 
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wanting, and I enjoyed the momentary, hellish pleasure of re* 
venge. Your father went in quest of his rights, and disease 
attacked his beloved wife. Yes, foul and unseemly as is my 
wretched child, the beauty of thy mother was changed to a look 
still more hideous I Such as Job now seems, was the injured 
woman on her deathbed. I feel all thy justice, Lord of power, 
and bow before thy will 1" 

** Injured woman I** repeated Lionel, " say on, and I will bless 
thee !" 

Abigail gave a groan, so deep and hollow, that, for a mo* 
ment, the listeners believed it was the parting struggle of the 
spirit of her son, and she sunk, helplessly, into her seat^ again 
concealing her features in her dress. 

** Injured woman T* slowly repeated Ralph, with the most 
taunting contempt in his accents — ^ what punishment does not 
a wanton merit ?" 

" Ay, injured P cried the awakened son — ** my life on it, thy 
tale, at least, is false." 

The old man was silent, but his lips moved rapidly, as if he 
muttered an incredulous reply to himself while a scornful smile 
cast its bright and peculiar meaning across the wasted linea- 
ments of his face. 

" I know not what you may have heard from others,^ con- 
tinued Abigail, speaking so low that her words were nearly lost 
in the difficult and measured breathing of Job — ''but I call 
Heaven to witness, that you, now, shall hear no lie. The laws 
of the province commanded that the victims of the foul distem- 
per should be kept apart, and your mother was placed at the 
mercy of myself^ and one oth^, who loved her still less than I.'^ 

" Just Providence ! you did no violence 1" 

^ The disease spared us such a crime. She died in her new 
deformity, while I remained a looker-on, if not in the beauty of 
my innocence, still free from the withering touch of scorn and 
want. Yes, I found a sinful bat flattering consolation in that 
thought ! Vain, weak, and foolish as I had been, never did I re* 
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gard my own fresh beautj with half the is ward pleasure that ] 
looked lipon the foulness of my rival. Your aunt, toO' — she w«|i 
not without the instigataooos of tb^ worker of mischi^.'* 

^ Speak only of my mother,- ' interrupted the impatient Lio- 
nel—" <^ my aunt I already know the whole.'' 

"Unmoved and calculating bH she. wiis, how little did she 
underst2uid good from evil ! She eren thought to crack the 
heart-strings^ and render whole, by her W0ak inventions, that 
which the power of God could only create. The gentle spirit 
of thy mother had hardly departed, before a vile plot was 
hatched to destroy the purity of her fame. Blinded fods that 
we were I She thought to lead by her soothing arts, aided by 
his wounded affections, the husband to the feet of her own 
daughter, the innocent mother of her who stands beside thee ; 
and I was so vain as to hope, that, in time, justice and my boy 
might plead with the father and seducer, arfd raise me to the 
envied station of her whom I hated." 

"And this foul calumny you repeated, with all its basest 
coloring, to my abused Mti&t f 

" We did — WQ did ; yes, God, he know^ we did I and whet 
he hesitated to believe, I took the holy evangelists as witnesses 
of my truth T 

"And he," said lionel, nearly choked by his emotioiuH--^ he 
beHeved it I" 

" When he heard the solemh oath of on% who&e whple guilty 
he thought^ lay in heir ijreakness to himciel^ he did. As we 
listened to his terrible denunciations, $nd saw the frown which 
darkened his numly beauty, we both thought we had Bucceeded^ 
But how little did we know the difference between rooted pas- 
sion and passing inclination ! The heart wfe thought to alienate 
from its dead partner, wa destroyed ; atd the reason we don- 
spired to deceivie, was maddened I" i 

When her voice ceased, so profound a sileiioe reigned in the 
{dace, that the roar of the distant oannonade spu|ided. dose at 
hand, and even the low mutmtifii of the excited town swept bj 
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like the whisperings of the wind. Job suddenly ceased to 
l»^eaihe, as though his spirit had only lingered to hear the con- 
feasion of his mother; and Folwarth dropped the arm of the 
dead simpleton, unconscious, of the interest he had so lately 
taken in his fate. In the midst of this deathlike stillness^ the 
old man stole from the side of the body, and stood before the 
self-condemned Abigail, whose form was writhing under her 
mental anguish. Crouching more like a tiger than a man, he 
sprang upon her, with a cry so sudden, so wild, and so horrid, 
that it caused all within its hearing to shudder with instant 
dread. 

^ Beldame 1" he shouted, ^ I have thee now ! Bring hither 
the book ! the blessed, holy word of God ! Let her swear, lei 
her swear 1 Let her damn her perjured soul, in. hnpiou9 
oaths 1" — ; i 

^ Monster ! release the woman P. cried Lionel, advancing to 
the assistance of the struggling penitent; ''thou too, hoary- 
headed wretch, hast deceired me !" 

"• Lincoln ! Lincoln !" shrieked Cecil, ^ stay that unnatural 
hand I you raise it on thy father T 

Lionel staggered back to the wall, where he stood motionless, 
and gasping ior breath. Left to work his own frantic will, the 
maniac would speedily haVe terminated the sorrows of thd 
wretdied woman, had not the door been buist open with a 
crash, and the stranger, who was left, by the Ountiing <>f the 
madman/ in the custody 'of ihe Americans, rushed: to: the 
rescue. 

"I know your yell, my gentle baronet .1" cried the aroused 
keeper, fot such in truth he was, '^ and I have a mark for joux 
malice, which would have gladly. had me hung! But I have 
not followed you from kingdom to kingdom — from.Eun^to 
America — ^to be cheated by a lunatic V* 

It was i^pamnt) by the lowering IcK^ of the fellow, how 
deeply he resented ihe danger he had just escaped, as he sprang 
forward to seize his prisoner* Balph abandoned his hoU ihe 
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instant this hated object appeared, and he darted upon the 
breast of the other with the undaunted fury that a lion, at baj; 
would turn upon its foe. The struggle was fierce and obstinate. 
Hoarse oaths, and the meet savage execrations, burst from the 
incensed keeper, and were blended with the wildest ravings of 
madness from Ralph. The excited powers of the maniac at 
length prevailed, and his antagonist fell under their irresistible 
impulse. Quicker than thought, Ralph was seen hovering on 
the chest of his victim, while he grasped his throat with fingers 
of iron. 

^ Vengeance is holy P cried the maniac, bursting into a 
shout of horrid laughter, at his triumph, and shaking his gray 
locks till they flowed in wild confusion aroimd his glowing eye- 
balls ; ^ Urim and Thummim are the words of glory I Liberty 
is the shout ! Die, damned dog I die like the fiends in dark- 
ness, and leave freedom to the air P 

By a mighty efibrt, the gasping man released his throat a 
little from the gripe that nearly throttled him, and cried, with 
diflSculty— 

** For the love of heavenly justice, come to my aid ! — ^will 
you see a man thus murdered !" 

But he addressed himself to the sympathies of the listeners 
in vain. The females had hid their faces, in natural horror ; 
the maimed Polwarth was yet without hia artificial limb ; and 
Lionel still looked upon the savage fray with a vacant eye. At 
this moment of despair, the hand of the keeper was seen 
plunging with violence into the side of Ralph, who sprang upon 
his feet at the third blow, laughing immoderately, but with 
sounds so wild and deep, that they seemed to shake his inmost 
soul. His antagonist profited by the occasion, and darted from 
the room with the headlong precipitation of guilt 

The coimtenance of the maniac, as he now stood, struggling 
between life and death, changed with each fleeting impulse. 
The blood flowed freely from the wounds in his side, and, as ih« 
fiital tide ebbed away, a ray of passing reason lighted his pallid 
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and ghastly features. His inward laugh entirely ceased. The 
glaring eyeballs became stationary; and his look, gradually 
softening, settled on the appalled pair, who took the deepest 
interest in his welfare. A calm and decent expression possessed 
those lineaments which had just exhibited the deepest marks 
of the wrath of God. His lips moved in a vain effort to speak ; 
and, stretching forth his arms in the attitude of benediction, 
like the mysterious shadow of the chapel, he fell backward on 
the body of the lifeless and long-neglected Job, himself perfectly 
dead. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

*I smr 9M aged num apon his b!«r. 
His biir wss thin and white, a&d on his brow 
A record of the cares of many a jear ; 
Oares that were ended and forgotten now, 
And there was ssdnees roond, and faces bow*d. 
And woman*8 tears fell fltfti and children wallM aload.* 

As the day advanced, the garrison of Boston was put in mo> 
tion. The same bustle, the same activity, the same gallant 
bearing in some, and dread reluctance in others were exhibited, 
as on the morning of the fight of the preceding summer. The 
haughty temper of the royal commander could ill brook the 
bold enterprise of the colonists ; and, at an early hour, orders 
were issued to prepare to dislodge them. Every gun that could 
be brought to bear upon the hills, was employed to molest the 
Americans, who calmly continued their labors, while shot were 
whistling aroimd them on every side. Towards evening a large 
force was embarked, and conveyed to the castle. Washington 
appeared on the heights, in person, and every military evidence 
of the intention of a resolute attack on one part, and of a stout 
resistance on the other, became apparent. 

But the fatal experience of Breed's had taught a lesson that 
was still remembered. The same leaders were to be the princi- 
pal actors in the coming scene, and it was necessary to use tho 
remnants of many of the very regiments which had bled so 
freely on the former occasion. The half-trained husbandmen of 
the colonies were no longer despised ; and the bold operations 
of the past winter had taught the English generals that, as 
Bobordination increased among their foes, their movements were 
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conducted with' a more vigorous direction of their numbei'& 
The day was accordingly wasted in preparations. Thousands 
of men slept on their arms that nighty in either army, in the 
expectation of rising, on the following mornings to be led to the 
field of slaughter. 

Ilia not improbable, from the tardiness of their movements, 
that a large majori^ <^ the royal forces did. not regret the pi'o- 
vidential interpositioii, which certainly saved them torrents of 
blood, and, not improbably, the ignominy of a defeat One of 
the sudden tempests of the cHmate arose in the darkness, driv- 
ing before it men and beasts, to seek protection, in their imbe> 
cility, from the more powerful warring of the elements. The 
golden moments were lost ; and, after enduring so many priva- 
tions, and expending so many lives in vain, Howe s^lenly oom-r 
menced his arrangements to abandon a town, on which the Eng* 
lish ministry had, .for years, lavished their indiginatio% with all 
the acrimony, and, as it now seemed, with the impotency of a 
blind revenge. 

To carry into eSeci this sudden .and necessary determin^on, 
was not the work of an hour. As it was, the deeare of the 
Americans, however, to receive their towur back again as little 
injured as possible, they forbore to push the advantfige they 
possessed, by occupying those heights, which, in a gre^t measure, 
commanded the anchorage, as well as a new and ^vulnerable fEioe 
of the defences of the king's army. Wl^ile the semblance ci 
hostilities was maintaiAedby an irregular and impoten|i cannon- 
ade, conducted with so little spirit as to wear the appearance of 
being intended only to, amuse, one side was diligently occupied 
\JL preparing to depart, and the other was passively awaiting the 
moment when they might peaceably repossess their own. It is 
unnecessary to remind the reader, that the entire command <^ 
the sea, by the British, would have rendered any serious attempt 
to arrest their movements, perfectly futile. 

In this manner a week was passed afler the tempest had 
abated — the place exhibiting, throughout this period, all the 
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hurr]? And bustle, the joy and distress, that such an unlooked-for 
event was likely to create. 

Towards the close of one of those busy and stirring days, a 
short funeral train was seen issuing from a building, which had 
long been known as the residence of one of the proudest families 
in the province. Above the outer' door of the mansion was sus- 
pended a gloomy hatchment, charged with the ' courant' deer 
of Lincoln, endrcled by the usual mementoes of mortality, and 
bearing the rare symbol of the 'bloody-hand.' This emblem of 
heraldic grief, which was never adopted in the provinces, except 
at the death of one of high importance, a custom that has long 
since disappeared with the usages of the monarchy, had caught 
the eyes of a few idle boys, who alone were sufficiently unoc- 
cupied, at that pressing moment, to note its exhibition. With 
the addition of these truant urchins, the melancholy procession 
took its way towards the neighboring churchyard of the King's 
Chapel. 

The large bier was covered by a pall so ample, that it swept 
the stones of the threshold, while entering into the body of the 
church. Here it was met by the divine we have had occaaon 
to mention more than once, who gazed, with a look of strange 
interest at the solitary and youthM mourner that closely fol- 
lowed in his dark weeds. The ceremony, however, proceeded 
with the usual solemnity, and the attendants slowly moved 
deeper into the sacred edifice. Next to the young man came 
the well-known persons of the British commander-in-chie^ and 
of his quick-witted and favorite lieutenant. Between them 
walked an officer of inferior rank, who, notwithstanding his 
maimed condition, had been able, by the deliberation of the 
march, to beguile the ears of his companions, to the very mo- 
ment of meeting the clergyman, with some tale of no little in- 
terest, and great apparent mystery. The remainder of the train, 
which consisted only of the &mily of the two generals and a 
few menials, came last, if. we except the idlers, who stole curiously 
in their footsteps. 
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WLen the service was ended, the same private commuuiea- 
lion was resumed between the two chieftains and their com- 
ptmion, and continued until they arrived at the open vault, in a 
distant comer of the inclosure. Here the low conversation 
ended ; and the eye of Howe, which had hitherto been riveted 
in deep attention on the speaker, began to wander in the direc- 
tion of the dangerous hills occupied by his enemies. The in- 
terruption seemed to have broken the charm of the secret con- 
versation ; and the anxious countenances of both the leaders 
betrayed how soon their thoughts had wandered from a tale <if 
great private distress, to their own heavier cares and duties. 

The hter was placed before the opening, and the assistants of 
the sexton advanced to perform their office. When the pall 
was removed, to the evident amazement of most of the specta- 
tors, two coffins were exposed to view. One was clothed in 
black velvet, studded with silver nails, and ornamented after the 
richest fashions of human pride, while the other lay in the sim- 
ple nakedness of the clouded wood. On the breast of the first 
rose a heavy silver plate, bearing a long inscription, and deco- 
rated with the usual devices of heraldry ; and on the latter wera 
Fimply carved on the lid the two initial letters J. P. 

The impatient looks of the English generals intimated to Dr. 
Liturgy the value of every moment, and in less time than we 
consume in relating it^ the bodies of the high-descended man of 
wealth, and of his nameless companion, were lowered into the 
vault, and left to decay, in silent contact, with that of the woman 
who, in life, had been so severe a scourge to* both. After a 
hesitation of a single moment, in deference to the young 
mourner, the gentlemen present, perceiving that he manifested 
a wish to remain, quitted the place in a body, with the excep- 
tion of the maimed officer, already mentioned, whom the reader 
has at once recognized to be Polwarth. When the men had 
replaced the stone above the mouth of the vault, securing it by 
% stout bar of iron, and a heavy lock, they delivered the key 
to the principal actor in the scene. He received it in silenoe, 
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and, droppitg gold into their hands, motioned to them to 
depart. 

In another in&tant, a careless observer would have thought 
that Lionel and his friend were the only living possessors of the 
churchyard. But under the adjoining wall, partly hid from 
observation bj the numerous headstones, was the form uf a 
woman, bowed to the earth, while her figure was concealed by 
the doak she had gathered shapelessly about her. As soon as 
the gentlemen perceived they were alone, they slowly advanced 
to the side of this desolate being. 

Their approaching footsteps were not unheeded, thoD^, in- 
stead of facing those who so evidently wished to addxesb her, 
she turned to the wall, and began to trace, with unconscious 
fingers, the letters of a tablet in slate, whidi was let into the 
brick-work, to mark the position of the tomb of the Ledmieres. 

^ We can do no more," said the young mourner : " all now 
rests with a mightier hand than any of earth.** 

The squalid limb, that was thrust bom beneath the red gar- 
ment| trembled, but it still continued its unmeaning employ- 
ment* . 

"' Sir Lionel Lincoln speaks to you,*' said Polwarth, on whose 
arm the youthful baronet leaned. 

. ** Who t" shrieked Abigail Pray, casting aside h» covering, 
and baring those sunken features, on which misery had made 
terrible additional inroads within a few days : " I hadioxgotten 
— ^I had fcKTgotten I the son succeeds ihe father ; but the mother 
must follow her child to the grave T 

" He is honorably interred with those of his bloody and by tJie 
side of one who loved his simple integrity." 

^ Yes, he is better )odged in death -ihan he was in lifel 
lliank God I he can never know cold nor hunger more." 

*^ You will find that I have made a provision for your future 
comfort ; and I trust that the dose of your life will be happier 
than its prime." 

f* I am alone," said the woman hoarsely. *^ The old will avoid 
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mO) and the young will look upon me in scorn ! Perjury and 
revenge lie heavy on my soul T 

The young baronet was silent, but Polwarth assumed the 
right to reply — 

" I will not pretend to asseit," said the woithy captain, " that 
tliese are not both wicked companions ; but I have no doubt 
you will find, somewhere in the Bible, a suitable consolation for 
each particular offence. Let me recommend to you a hearty 
diet, and Til answer for an easy conscience. I never knew the 
prescription fail. Look about you in the world — does your 
well-fed villain feel remoi-se ? No ; if s only when his stomach 
is empty, that he begins to think of his errors ! I would also 
suggest the expediency of commencing soon, with something 
substantial, as you show, altogether, too much bone, hi present, 
Cor a thriving condition. I would not widi to say any thing 
distressing, but we both of us may remember a case, where the 
nourishment came too late." 

"Yes, yes, it came too lateT murmured the conscience- 
sti-icken woman: "all comes too late I even the penitence, I 
fearP 

** Say not so," observed Lionel ; " you do outrage to the pro- 
mises of one who never spoke false !" 

Abigail stok a fearful glance at him, which expressed all 
the secret terror of her soul, as she half whispered — 

" Who witnessed the end of Madam Lechmere $ did her 
spirit pass in peace rV 

Sir Lionel again remained pTo£:)und]y silent 

" I thought k,'* she continued : " ''Ks not a sin to be forgot- 
ten on a death-bed I To plot evil, and call on God, aloud, to 
look upon it! Ay ! and to madden a brain, and strip a soul 
like his to nakedness 1 Go,^ she added, beckoning them away 
with earnestness : " ye are young and happy ; why should ye 
linger near the grave ! Leave me, that I may pray among the 
tombs! If any thing can smooth the bitter moment, it is 
prayer." 
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Lionel dropped tlie key lie held in his hand at h«r feet, ami 
said, before he left her — 

*^ Yon vault is closed forever, unless, at jour request, it 
should be opened, at some future time, to place you by the aide 
of your son. The children of those who built it are already 
gathered there with the exception ai two, who go to the otlier 
hemisphere to leave their bones. Take it, and may heaven for- 
give you, as I do." 

He let fall a heavy purse by the side of the key, and, with- 
out uttering more, he again took the arm of Polwartb, and to- 
gether they left the place. 

As they turned through the gateway into the street, each 
stole a glance at the distant woman. She had risen to her 
knees ; her hands had grasped a headstone, and her face was 
bowed nearly to the earth, while, by the writhing of her form, 
and the humility of her attitude, it was apparent that her spirit 
struggled powerfully with the Lord for mercy. 

Three days afterwards^ the Americans entered, triumphantly, 
on the retiring footsteps of the royal army. The first amon^ 
them who hastened to visit the graves of their fathers, found tho 
body of a woman, who had, seemingly died under the severity 
of the season. She had unlocked the vault, in a vain effort to 
reach her child, and there her strength had failed her. Her 
limbs were decently stretched on the faded grass, while her 
features were composed, exhibiting in death the bland traces of 
that remarkable beauty, which had distinguished and betrayed 
her youth. The gold still lay neglected, where it had &llen. 

The amazed townsmen avoided this spectacle with horror, 
rushing into other places to gaze at the changes and the de> 
struction of their beloved birthplace. But a follower of the 
royal army, who had lingered to plunder, and who had wit- 
nessed the interview between the officers and Abigail, shortly 
succeeded them. He lifted the flag, and, lowering the body, 
closed the vault; then hurling away the key, he seized tba 
money, and departed. 
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The slate has long since mouldered from the wall ; the sod 
has coTered the stone, and few are left who can designate the 
spot where the proud &milies of Lechmere and Lincoln were 
wont to inter their dead. 

So Lionel and Polwarth proceeded, in the deepest silence, to 
the Long Wharf, where a boat received them. They were 
rowdd to the much-admired frigate, that was standing ofT-and- 
on, under easy sail, waiting their arrival. On her decks they 
met Ag&es Danforth, with her eyes softened by tears, though a 
rich flush mantled on her cheeks, at witnessing the compelled 
departure of those invaders she had never loved. 

^ I have only remained to give you a parting kiss, cousin 
Lionel," said the frank ^rl, affectionately saluting him, ^ and 
now shall take my leave, without repeating those wishes that 
you know are so often conveyed in my prayers." 

" You will, then, leave us T said the young baronet^ smiling 
for the first time in many a day. ** You know that this cru- 
elty—" 

He was interrupted by a loud hem from Polwarth, who ad- 
vanced, and, taking the hand of the lady, repeated his wish to 
retain it forever, for at least the fiftieth time. She heard him, 
in silence, and with much apparent respect, though an arch 
smile stole upon her gravity, before he had ended. She then 
thanked him with suitable grace, and gave a final and decided 
refusal. The captain sustained the reptdse like one who had 
seen much similar service, and politely lent his assistance to 
help the obdurate girl into her boat Here she was received 
by a young man, who was apparelled like an American officer. 
Sir Lionel thought the bloom on her cheek deepened, as her 
companion assiduously drew a cloak around her form to protect 
her from the chill of the water. Listead of returning to the 
town, the boat, which bore a flag, pulled dh^ectly for the shore 
occupied by the Americans; The following week; Agnes was 
united to this gentieman, in the bosom of her own family. 
They soon after took quiet possession of the house in Tremont- 
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Street, and of all the laige real estate left bj Mrs. Lechmerat, 
which had been previous^ bestowed on her, bj Cecil, as a 
dowry. 

As soon as his passengers appeared, the captain of the frigate 
communicated with his admiral, bj signal, and receiYed, in re- 
turn, the expected order to proceed in the execution of his trust. 
In a few minutes the swift yessel was gliding by the heights ol 
Dorchester, training her guns on the adrerse hiUs, and hnrriedl j 
spreading her canras as she passed. The Americans, howeyer, 
looked on in sullen silence, and she was sufiered to gain the 
open ocean, unmolested, when she made the best of her way to 
England, with the important intelligence of the intended evacu- 
ation. 

She was speedily foUowed by the fleet, since which period, 
the long-oppressed and devoted town of Boston has never been 
visited by an armed enemy. 

During their passage to England, sufficient time was allowed 
Lionel and his gentle companion to reflect on all that had oc- 
curred. Together, and in the fullest confidence, they traced the 
wanderings of intellect which had so closely and mysteriously 
connected the deranged £Eiiher with his impotent child ; and, as 
they reasoned, by descending to the secret springs of his disor- 
dered impulses, they were easily enabled to divest the inci- 
dents we have endeavored to relate, of all their obscurity and 
doubt 

The keeper, who had been sent in quest of the fugitive mad- 
man, never returned to his native land. No offers of forgive- 
ness could induce the unwilling agent in the death of the bar- 
onet to trust his person, again, within the influence of the Brit- 
ish laws. Perhaps he was conscious of a motive, that none but 
an inward monitor might detect Lionel, tired at length with 
importuning without success, commisraoned the husband of 
Agnes to place him in a situation where, by industry, his fu- 
ture comfort was amply secured. 

Polwarth died quite lately. Notwithstanding his maimed 
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fimb, he contrived, by the assistance of his friend, to ascend the 
ladder of promotion, by regular gradations, nearly to ita sum- 
mit. At the close of his long life, he wrote Gen^ Bart, and 
M. P. after his name. When England was threatened with the 
French invasion, the garrison he commanded was distinguished 
for being better provisioned than any other in the realm, and 
no doubt it would have made a resistance equal to its resources. 
In Parliament, where he sat for one of the Lincoln boroughs, he 
was chiefly distinguished for the patience with which he listened 
to the debates, and for the remarkable cordiality of the ^ Ay " 
that he pronounced on every vote for supplies. To the day of 
his death, he was a strenuous advocate for the virtues of a rich 
diet, in all cases of physical suffering, ^' especially,'^ as he would 
add, with an obstinacy that fed itself **■ in instances of debility 
from febrile symptoms.'' 

Within a year of their arrival, the uncle of Cecil died, hav- 
ing shortly before followed an only son to the grave. , By this 
unlooked-for event. Lady Lincoln became the possessor of his 
large estates, as well as of an ancient barony, that descended to 
the heirs general. From this time until the eruption of the 
French Revolution, Sir Lionel Lincoln, and Lady Cardonnell, as 
Cecil was now styled, lived together in sweetest concord ; the 
gentle influence of her affection moulding and bending the fe- 
verish temperament of her husband, at will. The heir-loom of 
the £unily, that distempered feeling so often mentioned, was 
forgotten, in the even tenor of their happiness. When the 
heaviest pressure on the British Constitution was apprehended, 
and it became the policy of the minister to enlist the wealth 
and talent of his nation in ita support, by propping the existing 
administration, the rich baronet received a peerage in his own 
person. Before the end of the century, he was further ad 
vanced to a dormant earldom, that had, in former ages, been 
one of the honors of an elder branch of his £unily. 

Of all the principal actors in the foregoing tale, not one is 

DOW living. Even the roses of Cecil and Agnes have long since 
59 



ueaseJ to Lilooin, and Death has gatliered them, ia peace axid 
innocence, with all that had gone before. The historical beta 
of our legend are be^nning to be obscured by time; and it ia 
more than probable that the proaperous and affluent Eng^i^ 
peer, who now enjoja the honors of the house of Linct^n, sevor 
knew the secret history of hia iamily, while it sojourned in a 
remote prorince of the British empire. 



"The enduring monuments of Fenimore Cooper are his works. 
While the love of country continues to prevail, his memory will exist in 
the hearts of the people. So truly patriotic and American throughout, 
they should find a place in every American's library." — Daniel IVebster. 
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ABEBBICAM PAINTEBS. New and eDiarged edition, containing Biognpb- 
ical Sketches of Sizty^eight American Artists, with One Hnndzed and Foar 
Examples of their Work, engrayed on Wood in the most perfect maimer. 
One Tolnme, qnarto, cloth, extra gilt, price, |8.00 ; in fkdl morocco, $15.00. 

A new edition of this superb work is now readj, exUndina iht wimhtr (^ en- 
ffravingifrom eighty'three to one hundred and fouTt representing sixty-eight of 
ths leading painters. No similar work, in any country, illostratiye of oon- 
tcmporaneoos art, sarpasses it in the nmubei or excellence of its engiayinga. 

BRITISH PAINTBBS. With Eighty Examples of their Woik engiayed on 
Wood. One Tolnme, quarto, cloth, extra gilt, price, $6.00 ; ihll morocco, 
$12.00. 

*' British Painters/* in size and general character. Is a companion-work to 
** American Painters." It contains eighty examples of their work, engrayed on 
wood, representing forty painters, inclaaing Turner, Constable, Mnlready, Wil- 
kie, Haydon. Btty, Eastlake, StanfleM, Landseer, and Creswick, among eariier 
painiers, and Faed, Alma-Tadema, Poyoter, Walker, Holl, Paton, and Iteyiere, 
among contemporaneous painters. 

A PBTSIOAIi TBEATISB ON EliBOTBICITT AND MAQNKTISK. 

• By J. B. Hi GtoBiKM, B. A., Assistant Secretary of the British Association. 
8yo, with about 200 full-page and other Dlustratione. Cloth, price, $7.00. 

" The want has long been felt of a work on Electricity, wbidi should treat 
the subject much more Ihlly than is done in the existing elementary worln, and 
which should, at the same time, regard it trom a physical as distinguished from 
a mathematical point of view. In this work the author has attempted to meet 
the aboye want. All the higher and later experimental deyelopments of the sci- 
ence are treated of, but without the use of symbolical mathematics. Eyery phe- 
nomenon is considered, not as a mathematical abstraction, but as something 
haying a real physical existence. It contains matter which, as far as the author 
is aware, has not yet appeared in any text-book."— .SSr^roe^/rvm Pf-tface, 

THE OBTHOEPIST. A PnoNotTNCiNa Manual, containtno about Thbbs 
Thousand Fiys Hundbied Words, including a conbidbrablx number 
or thb Nambb or Fobeion Authobs, Abtists, etc., that aee ovtbit 
msFBONOUNOED. By AuTBXD Atbbs. One volume, 18mo. doth, price, 
$1.00. 

This manual will be round inyalaabic to all persons desirous of making their 
pronunciation conform to the best usage and cstabUsbed authority. 

A BBIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE COIiI.E<3TION TAWS OF THB 
UNITED STATES ANI> CANADA. Compiled under the direction 
of DouoLASs and Minton, Attorneys of the Law and Collection Depart- 
ment of the Mercantile Agency of Dun, Wiman & Co. One yolnme, 8yo. 
Cloth, price, $t50. 

This book will supply a want long felt by the bnsinese conmvnity, giylng in 
a nutshell, as it were, the more important features of the laws relating to Um 
collection of debts throughout the whole country. 



For sale by all booksellers ; t)r sent by mail, post-paid, on receipt of price. 
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FBOIU: DBATH INTO UFE ; Ob, TWENTY YBAES OP MY MINIS- 
TRY. By the Rev, W. Haslax, author of " Building from the Top," " The 
Threefold Gift of -God;** etc 1 ydL;, ISmo. With moBtratioxiB. Cloth. 
Price, $1.50. 

The work is a narrative of remarkable religions and ministerial experiences 
in a mining district in England, among a rnde, hearty, hardy, and indnstrions 
people. . . . The book is taken np with the sensation created by his new style 
of preaching, by accounts of namerons individual conversions, and of revivals 
among his.tumnltuoos and enthusiastic audience. It has attained a great suo- 
cesa in England. 

STUDIES IN THE MOUNTAIN INSTBUCTION. By Geobgx Dana 
BoAVDHAK, D. D., author of '' Studies in the Creative Week,'* '^ Studies in 
the Model Prayer,** etc. One vol., ISmo. Cloth. Price, $1.26. 

" This book consists of lectures; nine of which were delivered in Association 
Hail, Philadelphia, on Aocoesatve Tuesday nooas, during tbe autumn of 1880. 
Accordingly, ita style is marked by the characteristics of oral address. 

" As the iNSTRircTioir or ths Mountain underlies Authoritative Morality, 
tb» author tlnoerely hopes that the publieation of these lectures may be of ser- 
vice in directing a^ntlon to Chii^Uan ethjics, ot the jTouodation'Stones of true 
society.**— iVig/octf. 

UNCLI: HEMVS: HIS SONGS AND HIS SAYINGS. The Polk-Lore of 
the Old Plautation. By Joel Chandler HAsma. 1 yoL, ISmo. Cloth. 
Illustrated from Drawings by F. S. Church, whose humorous animal draw- 
ihgs are so well,known, and J. H. Moser» of Georgia. Priee, $1.76. 

" These sketches embody the best imiUtion of the negro clialeet, eharaeter, 
and customs yet attempted. They are natural, graphic, and amuslnB to youngs 
and old, Md will be doubly appreciated bj those in the South whohave still i 
soft spot In their hearts tor the good old time, and a tear trembling In the eyeMd 
and ready to be shed to the memory of the sable * uncles * and ' aunties * of their 
youjth."— ikTijw Orieant Fieayune. . . 

ENDYMION. By the Right Hon. Benjashn Disbabli, Earl of BeaconsHeld. 
8vo, paper, 7'5 cents; 12mo, clotb, $1.50. 

Bf ASHAIXAH I A FIIGHT INTO EGYPT. A BOOK OP ADVEN- 
TURES AND TRAVEL ON THE NILE. By Charles Warren Stod- 
dard, author of " South-Sea Idyla.** Appletons* " New Handy-Volume 
Series.** Paper, 80 cents; cloth, 60 cents. 

POVEltlNA. An Italian Stbry. Appletons' "JTew Handy-Voltime Series.** 
18mo. Paper. Price, S5 cents. 
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Frencli Vit, Wisdom, and Wickedness. 

CoUectad mnd tnuisJMted hy J. De FINOD. 

One volume^ 16ino. Cloth. Price, $1.00. 

This work consists of a collection of wise and brilliant sayings from 
French writers, making a rich and piquant book of fresh quotations. 



" It is the qnintessenee of rich minds and liearts.**~if. F. Bteitkig Tdegram. 

** A bright and spicy ooneetion. Hen we hare the shrewdest sayinjES, in 
briet of Voltaire, Bonssean, La Rochefoncanld, Mme. de S^gntf, Mme. de BtaO, 
De Unsset, Victor Hogo, Sainte-Bcnre, Balsae, George Rand, Alexandre Dunaa, 
Sonyeetre, B. de Gitardia, B^ranger, Nafitoleon, and many otheis less known.**— 
N. T. Era. 

^ Those gems firom the French are colled from all authors, and are of all de- 
grees of wit, wisdom, and wickedness. "—A'^nv Tork OommerekU Adverti$er, 

" Tbe wickedness is moch the larger and the more interesting part of the 
book."— ^tfw Tortb Eteni$ig Eaqpreu, 

** A Tery entertaining Tcdnme for a circle of Mends wbo are abort of tcq[»1cs of 
conTersation.**— J^mt^brtf OomrmA. 

** The Tolnme contains the pith of the bright sayings to be foand in the works 
of the best writers of France. It is an admirable epitome of the philosophy it 
represents.**— JiDsftm OaxdU. 

" The book is a charming one to take np for an Idle moment, and is jnst the 
thing to read to a mixed company of ladies and gentlemen.**— Bofftm Oowiier, 

** It is relishable and piquant to the highest degree.**— PUfe&vfy Tdeffraph, 

" A rery attractive little Tolume. These selections are what the title indi- 
cates, * flashes.' Three hundred or more authors are represented, and every 
page of the book has something that is bright, piquant, and suggestive.*'- uiiSany 
Evening Tbnst. 

**A well-chosen and well-arranged collection of those sharp and epignun- 
matic sayings for which the French are noted.**— C&idfiiiaM OateUe. 

^ There is something here from every French author and statesman of any 
prominence.**— .^iidoity Argus, 

" A very attractive volume.**— iTMv Einen JPaOadium. 
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